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jrO  THOSE  HEAREBS  OT  THE  LATS 
KBT..WXLLIAK  HUNTINGTON,  S.  S. 
WHOSE  HEARTS  OOD  BATH  TBULT 
CIBCUUCISED. 

CHRISTIAN  BEADEBS, 

THE  gracious  and  undeserved  providence 
of  God  having  made  choice  of,  and  called  me 
forth,  to  publish  the  Works  of  your  late  Pastor, 
which  trust  my  cgjiscience  hears  me  witness  I 
have  faithfully/6^cuted  to  the  utmost  of  my 
ahility,  and  who  has  ;?iljQJ"urther  extended  his 
goodness  towardiB  me  inro'mmitting  to  my  care 
many  valuable  letters  pf' his;  with  lively  feel- 
ings of  hope  and  confidence  I  most  respect- 
fully dedicate  the  Gleanings  of  the  Vintage  to 
you. 

To  those  friends  whose  hearts  God  inclined 
to  favor  me  with  letters  written  by  your  de- 
ceased Minister,  to  copy,  I  beg  to  express  my 
sincere  gratitude  for  that  tribute  of  respect  to 
his  memory ;  not  only  on  my  own  account  do 
I  tender  it,   but  also  on  behalf  of  the  church 
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of  God,  to  whom  they  will  prove  a  peculiar 
treasure.  Should  this  pamphlet  fall  into  the 
hands  of  any  friend,  who  may  have  by  him  any 
original  letters,  I  humbly  request  the  loan  of 
them  for  a  short  period,  that  they  also  may  be 
added  to  the  following  parts  of  this  work. 

1  purpose,  by  the  Wessmg  of  God,  to'^bnti- 
nue  publishing  4iie  Letters  that  I  am  new  in 
possession  of,  and  others  that  fail  mta  my 
hands,  that  may  tend  to  your  edification,  till 
the  whole  of  them  are  printed^  whigh  I  am 
confident  will  prove  a  most  acceptable  service 
to  you.  His  last  Sermon  God  hath  enp-ljl^d  i^e 
already  to  ^ive  you ;  aa  earlier  one  delivcrecj 
many  months  ago,  for  the  taking  of  which  in 
short  hand  I  employed  a  professipn^l  person  of 
the  first  practice,  I  have  also  by  mc^  and  sh2i|i 
appear  when  leisure  permits. 

*'  He  which  bath  begun  a  good  work  in  you,** 
$ay9  the  apostle,  "  will  perform  it  until  the 
dav  of  Jesus  Christ;**  and  it  is  elsewhere  ex- 
pressly  declared,  "  That  the  needy  shall  not 
alway  be  forgotten,  that  the  escpeciatiQja  of  jthe 
poor  shall  not  perish  £or  ever." 

I  had  intended  to  have  given  ^yitb  tbii3  ^ 
brief  statement  of  hi3  la^t  illness  aad  death^ 
Vut  being  fio  closely  ei\gas^^.in  ppp)^in|;  \%V^'^ 
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for  the  press,  I  am  obliged  to  defer  It  until 
another  opportunity. 

.Commending  you  therefore  to  God,  and  td 
the  word  of  his  grace,  and  waiting  tlie  fulfil'* 
ment  of  the  promises,  I  subscribe  myself, 

An  unworthy  Son  of, 

A  Steward  of  the  mysteries  of  God 

£.  HUNTINGTON, 


High  Street, 
itagust  3,  1S13. 
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5       LATE  MINISTER  OF  THE  GOSPEL, 
a^^Vrovidence  chapel,  okay's  inn  lakk# 


PART  I. 


There  shall  be  as  the  shaking  of  an  olive  tree,  and  as  the  gleaninf 

grapes  when  the  vintage  is  done.  Isa.  xxiv.  13. 

The  new  wine  is  fbond  in  the  cluster,  and  one  saith,  Destroy  it  not, 
for  a  blessing  is  in  it.  Isa.  Uv.  8. 


tOXDON : 

^UBLI^IIEO    BT   £.   SUNtlNOTOV,    55,    HIOB    STREET, 

BLOOMSBURT. 
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Indeed,  Madam,  we  live  in  a  day  when 
many  servants  occasion  the  death  of  their 
mistresses  by  secret  and  slow  poison,  infect- 
ing the  waters  of  life,  so  that  many  die  of  the 
waters  because  they  are  made  bitter.  This 
bane  is  wrapped  up  Jn  an  infernal  planet  which 
some  years  ago  fell  from  heaven,  and  now  it 
is  spreading  its  baneful  influence  upon  the  ri- 
vers, namely,  the  river  of  peace,  the  river  of 
comfort,  and  the  river  of  life.  It  likewise  falls 
into  the  fountains  of  waters,  the  fountains  of 
the  Father's  Deity,  Jer.  ii.  13;  and  into  the 
glorious  well  of  salvation,  the  infinite  Divinity 
of  Christ,  John,  iv.  14..  The  Atheist  denies 
the  fountain ;  the  Arian  denies  the  well ;  and 
the  Antinomian  denies  the  rivers.  The  name 
of  the  star  is  called  Wormwood,  Bitterness  of 
soul  and  eternal  death  is  the  portion  of  that 
ilian  that  receives  the  mixture,  Rev.  viii.  10, 
1 K  The  Lord  deliver  your  soul  from  this  gall 
of  bittemeas.  It  is  true,  bread  eaten  m  secret 
is  pleasant,  and  stolen  waters  are  sweet,  even 
to  those  from  whom  heaven  witholds  its  boun 
ty  ;  but  the  wise  know  the  dead  are  there,  and 
that  all  who  attend  that  banquet  are  in  the 
depths  of  hell,  Prov.  ix.  17,  18. 

I  hope  God  will  enable  me  to  taste  every 
dish  before  it  comes  upon  your  Ladyship's 
table,  that  you  may  see  me  stagger  before  you 
swoon  in  the  streets.  These  Gentlemen  are  pre- 


ludes  to  a  spiritual  faaniney  they  will  make 
empty  the  soul  of  the  hungry,  and  cause  the 
drink  of  the  thirsty  to  fail,  Isa.  xxxii.  6.  I 
have  further  to  tell  your  Grace,  that  I  havf 
had  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to,  and  seeing 
of,  your  Royal  Husband  since  I  came  here.  He 
hath  taken  his  stately  steps  to  Gainsborough. 
He  was  clad  in  crimson,  and  had  his  sword  by 
his  side,  going  forth  conquering  and  to  con- 
quer. I  petitioned  his.  most  excellent  Majesty 
on  behalf  of  your  Grace,  and  obtained  leave 
to  send  you  the  following  particulars. 

First,  That  you  often  speak  to  him  in  pri- 
vate, for  it  is  in  secret  he  will  give  you  his 
love. 

Secondly,  He  desires  you  will  be  constantly 
at  the  head  of  the  table,  which  is  your  proper 
place ;  and  not  let  your  seat  be  empty,  nor  yet 
come  running  in  when  others  have  half  sup- 
ped. 

Thirdly,  He  desires  you  will  not  gad  abroad 
to  see  the  concubines  of  the  land,  lest  some  of 
the  enemies  of  your  husband  defile  you ;  for 
he  said  it  was  she  that  tarried  at  home  should 
divide  the  spoil. 

Fourthly,  He  desires  you  will  always  appear 
before  him  in  your  wedding  garment,  and  with 
the  ring  with  the  white  stone  in  it ;  a  little 
ointment  on  your  head,  and  some  of  the  pow- 
ders of  the  merchants  in  your  hair,  together 


with  a  little  frankincense  and  myrrh,  for  he 
said  he  was  fond  of  odours,  Song,  iii.  6 ;  so  I 
found  he  would  have  his  homely  dame  dressed 
Queen-fashion  at  last. 

Fifthly,  He  bid  me  tell  you  not  to  go  to  bed 
at  night  and  shut  the  door,  till  you  have  kind- 
ly invited  him  in,  lest  he  be  forced  to  walk 
without  till  his  hair  is  wet  with  dew,  and  his 
locks  with  the  drops  of  the  night ;  for  he  said, 
if  his  love  be  not  in  the  heart,  and  his  arm  un- 
der the  head,  there  is  no  beloved  sleep. 

Sixthly,  He  told  me  he  never  slumbers  nor 
sleeps,  nor  is  he  fond  of  a  sleepy  wife  ;  but  he 
said  he  had  ere  now  been  forced  to  speak  to 
you  in  your  sleep,  because  he  could  not  find 
you  so  often  awake  as  he  desired.  He  further 
told  me,  he  had  commanded  your  chamber 
door  by  turning  on  its  hinges  to  reprove  you, 
for  turning  so  long  in  your  bed  ;  but  notwith- 
standing all  this,  he  said  it  was  but  seldom  he 
could  find  you  awake,  or  hear  your  voice  before 
the  morning  watch — you  still  was  guilty  of 
slumber,  and  you  know  I  could  not  contradict 
it. 

Seventhly,  He  told  me  to  inform  you  to  set 
all  your  debts  down  to  his  itccount,  because  no 
receipt  with  a  woman's  hand  to  it,  is  available 
by  th^  laws  of  heaven. 

Eighthly,   He  said  he  would   allow  you  a 
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penny  a  day  for  pin  money,  but  no  purse  in- 
dependent of  him. 

And  Lastly,  That  he  had  prepared  a  mansion 
house  for  you,  and  has  settled  a  jointure  on 
yout  which  you  shall  surely  possess  if  you 
faiint  not. 

And  now,  Dear  Mistress,  I  beseech  you  to 
accept  of  these  lines  from  the  hand  of  your  ser- 
vant, and  when  it  is  well  with  you  remember 
Joseph ;  while  I  remain. 

Your  dutiful  servant  to  command, 

W.  H. 


LETTER    II. 

TO  MRS.  H. 


Gainsborough. 

Dear  partner  in  life  and  in  covenant  love, 
grace  be  with  thee  and  thy  little  troop.  I  am 
at  present  very  well  in  health,  I  have  enjoyed 
more  of  the  powerful  presence  of  God  than 
usual,  the  enjoyment  of  him  has  been  sweet  to 
my  soul. 

I  often  take  a  solitary  walk  by  the  river 
Trent,  and  muse  on  the  wonderful  scheme  of 
everlasting  love.  My  soul  is  more  dead  to  the 
world  than  ever,  all  indeed  is  vanity  and  vexa- 
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tkxi  of  ttpifit,  but  in  my  GoA  Mlid  yeace  and 
everlasting  felicity.  I  know  not  why  heavea 
should  stoop  fto  low  M  to  lo6k  an  such  tnortuls, 
but  it  is  the  most  hig^  God's  doings,  atid  it  is 
marvellous  in  our  eyes.  I  envy  no  maa'is  hap* 
piness;  mine  all  lays  in  a  bleeding  Saviour^  he 
is  and  shall  be  the  pordoa  of  tkiy  soul  in  this 
hMse  of  my  pilgriomge.  The  rich,  the  gay^ 
the  polite,  the  vrise,  and  all  pass  me  on  the 
road,  and  pass  me  in  silence,  t  am  out  of  die 
world  and  not  worthy  of  thia  world's  notice, 
and  indeed  this  world  is  dead  to  me. 

My  mind  is  kept  remarkably  pure,  and  all 
my  happiness  is  alone  in  my  God ;  indeed  I 
think  this  will  be  the  happy  and  undeserved 
end  of  my  worthless  soul — all  glory  be  to  the 
free  and  sovereign  grace  of  Thy  most  blessed 
Father.  The  very  nights  are  sweet  to  me,  and 
no  company  like  that  of  my  God.  Why  I  am 
so  highly  favoured  I  know  not,  1  have  done 
nothing  worthy  of  this  his  notice,  but  he  will 
be  gracious  to  whom  he  will  be  gracious.  I  am 
in  a  place  where  there  are  many  professing 
people,  still  1  find  but  very  few  who  see  what 
I  see  ;  I  much  fear  many  in  the  end  will  meet 
with  the  disapprobation  of  my  Lord  and  Master. 
Few,  indeed  very  few,  understand  the  good 
fight  of  faith,  heaven  is  easily  obtained  by  them; 
but  the  real  saint  must  take  it  by  force,  and  if 


these  do  BOt  I  doubt  they  will  cry,  Lord,  Lord, 
wheB  it  will  be  too  late. 

I  do  not  enjoy  my  comfort  alone,  I  call  you 
and  the  little  ones  up  with  me  to  prayer  in  my 
faith,  and  surely  my  desire  is  that  you  and  the 
little  ones  may  be  saved.  I  keep  close  to  my 
study,  and  commune  alone  with  my  own  heart. 
I  sit  from  morning  till  night  in  my  own  room, 
except  wlien  I  eat  my  meals,  or  walk  by  my 
highly  favoured  river,  the  Trent  Give  my 
love  to  Ruth  and  Naomi,  and  all,  if  they  can 
read  this.  If  you  choose  you  may  write  me  a 
line,  use  your  own  liberty  in  it,  as  I  know  not 
when  I  shall  return  home;  but  I  shall  not 
write  to  you  any  more  except  I  hear  from 
you.  Fare  you  well,  grace  be  with  thee  and 
thine ;   from 

Your  affectionate  husband  in  Christ, 

W.  H. 


LETTER    III. 

TO  


Dear  Sir, 

I  RECEIVED  yours  and  read  it  with  pleasure, 
for  God  has  been  your  Guardian  and  Banker 
as  well  as  mine,  and  I  must  confess  that  the 
children  of  God's  providence  and  grace  are  the 
greatest  wonders  to  mc  in  the  whole  creation. 
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It  has  been  my  daily  and  hourly  employ  for 
upwards  of  thirty  years,  to  watch  the  hand  and 
handiworks  of  the  Almighty  in  directing  my 
steps,  supplying  my  wants,  fixing  my  rcsi- 
dence,supporting  my  soul,instructing  my  mind^ 
shinmg  upon  my  way,  and  delivering  me  out 
of  innumerable  adversities.  He  hath  caused 
his  goodness  daily  and  hourly,  constantly  and 
invariably  to  pass  before  me,  while  I  have  fol« 
lowed  him  believing  and  hoping,  watching  and 
waiting,  weeping  and  wondering,  trembling 
and  rejoicing,  confessing  and  acknowledging, 
blessing  and  praising ;  and  with  astonishment 
at  his  undeserved  goodness  asked  him  where 
he  would  lead  me  to. 

These  things  in  our  days  are  matters  of  jest 
and  ridicule,  but  I  am  at  a  point,  yea  more 
than  sure,  that  all  short  of  God  and  the  fear  of 
him  is  destruction  and  misery,  vanity  and  vex- 
ation of  soul  You  may  believe  me  when  I  say, 
despicable  and  despised  as  I  am,  God  knows 
ihat  I  envy  not  the  angels  of  God  in  heaven ; 
nor  is  there  a  human  being  in  existence  whose 
felicity  I  crave,  whose  state  I  covet,  or  with 
whom  I  would  exchange  my  hope.  My  poor 
prayers  have  already  been,  and  shall  be,  that 
you  u)ay  share  in  this  blessed  portion  of  God 
from  above,  and  in  this  blessed  inheritance  of 
the  Almighty  from  on  high,  Job,  xxxi,  2 ;  for 
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sach  ^hall  rest,  and  stand  in  their  lot  at  the  end 
of  the  days,  Dan*  xii.  19. 

The  passage  you  allude  to  in  Isaiah  can  by 
no  means  be  applicable  to  you;  you  do  not  live 
in  pleasure,  dwell  carelessly,  much  less  deal  in 
sorceries  and  enchantments.  The  contents  of 
the  whole  chapter  is  levelled  at  Babylon  in 
Chaldea,  and  will  have  its  final  accomplish- 
ment in  mystical  Babylon  or  Rome,  but  is  by 
no  means  to  be  understood  of  any  individual 
person.  Nor  does  the  Lord  ever  threaten  poor 
sensible  sinners,  who  look  to  his  dear  Son  for 
pardon  and  acceptance,  with  evil,  mischief,  and 
desolations.  God  dearly  loves  all  poor  peni- 
tents who  come  to  Christ,  and  declares  there  is 
joy  in  the  presence  of  the  angels  of  God  over 
one  sinner  who  repents— -Repentance  leads  to 
life  and  salvation,  not  to  evil  and  mischief. 
Make  the  Lord  thy  refuge,  and  no  evil  shall 
befall  thee,  Ps.  xci.  10. 

Let  my  unknown  friend  take  the  advice  of  a 
fool,  Give  thy  mind  to  reading  divine  things, 
meditate  on  them,  and  with  all  simplicity  crave 
God's  help,  guidance,  and  assistance  through*a 
Redeemer — then  watch  the  displays  of  his 
power,  and  acknowledge  his  care,  and  the 
bounties  of  his  hand.  Nothing,  no  nothing 
ennobles  the  mind,  enriches  the  soul,  or  forti- 
fies the  man,  like  a  hope  and  trust  in  God 
through  Jesus  Christ, 
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This  is  the  character  of  the  best  man  in  the 
world,  He  is  a  terror  to  the  wicked,  a  pattern 
to  the  youth,  and  a  distressed  soul's  counsellor; 
he  is  the  envy  of  the  world,  the  enemy  of 
satai))  the  admiration  of  angels,  and  the  darling 
of  God.  Paul  was  of  more  value  on  board  Uie 
ship  that  he  sailed  in,  than  the  whole  two  hun- 
dred mariners  with  all  their  skill;  they  all 
worked,  but  none  could  promise  safety  but 
Paul,  though  he  was  the  last  that  the  Comman- 
der credited,  Acts,  xxvii.  11.  However,  God 
will  own  them  that  honour  him.  All  the  crew 
are  given  to  Paul,  and  not  one  hair  shall  fall 
from  one  sailor's  head  because  a  servant  of 
Christ  was  on  board— and  Jesus  Christ  is  the 

tame,  yesterday^  to-day,  ^id  for  ever,  Heb. 

•  •  •    ^^ 
xiii.  8. 

I  thank  my  God,  and'  under  God  I  thank 
you,  for  the  contents  of  your's.  Should  you 
think  proper  I  should  be  glad  to  see  you  at  my 
house,  where  you  will  meet  with  a  cordial  re- 
ception, good  homely  fare,  an  honest  heartp 
and  a  hearty  welcome. 

From  your  most  obliged  and 

humble  servant  in  Christ  Jesus, 

W.  H. 
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LETTER  IV. 

URS.  C* 
DtBT  Friend, 

The  priviledge  of  a  child  i$  to  carry  eveiy 
complaint  to  its  parent^  there  I  hope  to  carry 
yours.  Burthens,  offences,  cares,  and  perplex- 
ing entanglements,  are  appointed  as  a  task  for 
faith  to  perform,  and  for  the  energy  of  the  Spi- 
rit of  prayer  to  discover  itself  in.  It  is  the 
business  of  faith  to  carry  matters  to  God,  and 
the  business  of  prayer  to  try  what  interest  faith 
has  in  him ;  and  when  faith  and  prayer  have 
tried  the  faithfulness  of  God  and  prevailed, 
then  depend  upon  it  God  will  try  faith.  Troubles 
are  intended  to  keep  grace  in  exercise,  and  the 
soul  from  settling  upon  its  lees ;  and  the  whole 
of  it  is  sure  to  terminate  in  the  honour  of  God» 
and  our  good. 

I  believe  God  has  laid  upon  thee  a  burthen 
sufficient  to  try  thee,  and  in  his  behaviour  you 
will  read  your  former  folly,  and  loath  it,  and 
yourself  on  the  account  of  it;  but  I  have  no 
doubt  but  you  will  grow  under  it,  and  find  the 
Lord  most  precious  when  the  outward  cross 
lays  the  heaviest.  That  trouble  is  sure  to  be 
a  friend  that  makes  us  pray,  and  we  are  sure  tv 
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have  the  most  profit  by  those  troubles  that  iin-* 
bitter  earthly  vanities  to  us.  All  trials  are  in-' 
tended  to  drive  us  from  the  creature  to  God, 
and  this  Vicked  world  is  a  hell  where  there  is 
no  God  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  sinner.  Let  me 
have  communion  with  God,  and  I  can  bear 
every  thing,  but  when  this  is  lost,  I  can  take  no 
pleasure  in  neither  wife  nor  child. 

Happy,  yea,  eternally  happy  is  that  soul  that 
has  got  the  God  of  Jacob  for  its  refuge.  It  is 
but  to  receive  a  burthen  from  the  creature^  and 
carry  it  to  the  Creator,  while  he  displays  his 
tender  care  and  fatherly  love  in  taking  it  offl 
All  is  intended  to  carry  on  the  sweet  and  hea- 
venly intercourse,  and  to  wean  the  soul  from 
earthly  enjoyments,  and  endear  the  God  of 
Israel  to  the  soul.  God  is  jealous  of  his  own 
glory,  and  jealous  of  his  spouse's  aiFections ; 
this  I  can  feel  in  my  owp  soul,  and  I  find  a 
deal  of  tenderness  toward  the  honour  of  God  ; 
for  I  can  find  my  soul  sensibly  touched  if  any 
body  comes  and  gives  any  honour  to  me,  after 
I  have  delivered  a  discourse  with  some  degree 
of  comfort. 

I  hope  God  will  give  thee  patience  to  bear 
what  may  fall  to  thy  share,  and  lead  thee  to 
see  that  there  is  a  needs  be  for  all  these  things. 
We  shall  have  no  more  of  them  than  are  ap- 
pointed in  the  eternal  decree,  and  when-tlns 
transient  life  is  ended,  we  shall  have  something 
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to  look  back  upon  and  say,  ^'  He  hath  done  all 
things  well ;  he  maketh  both  the  deaf  to  hear, 
and  the  dumb  to  speak."  Oh !  how  has  my 
soul  longed  to  be  there.  But  I  must  wait  mine 
appointed  time  till  my  change  come.  Dear 
Friend,  adieu ! 

Thy  willing  servant  and  affectionate  Pastor, 

W.H. 


LETTER  V. 

TO  R.  H^ 

My  Dear  Ruth, 

Plymouth  Dock. 

Should  your  money  run  short  before  I 
come  home,  Mr.  B.  will  supply  you  with  what 
you  want  I  am  very  well,  and  am  very  kind- 
ly received,  but  the  people  here  are  not  the  peo- 
ple at  Providence  Chapel,  in  power,  grace,  and 
knowledge.  Here  are  thousands  of  hearers, 
but  I  seem  to  be  a  barbarian  to  them,  though  I 
come  down  as  low  as  I  can,  and  feed  them  with 
milk  and  not  with  meat.  The  good  Lord,  my 
only  and  everlastingFriend,  portion,  and  reward, 
is  my  present  comfort  and  happiness,  and  this 
makes  me  feel  myself  at  home  in  every  place. 

I  shall  preach  here  three  Sundays  more,  and 
on  the  Monday  following  set  out  for  Padding- 
ton.    I  am  to  break  bread  with  the  people  here 
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to-morrow  week.  Tender  my  love  to  Mr;  Bt 
Gad,  Eb.  and  Naomi ;  and  let  siy  dear  Rutb 
accept  the  same  from 

Her  affectionate  Father, 

W.  H. 

p.  S.  My  little  table  and  conveniences  for 
writing  here,  are  nothing  like  my  own  study, 
but  quite  the  reverse.  God  bless  thee,  and  all 
friends. 


M      Jliil   g^ 


LETTER  VI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


I  WISH  to  know  how  Ruth  is,  hoping  by 
this  time  she  is  somewhat  better.  God  brings 
down  and  lifts  up,  he  wounds  and  his  hands 
make  whole.  It  is  often  seen  that,  under  the 
infirmities  of  the  body;  God  gives  healthUo 
the  soul ;  the  outward  man,  says  Paul,  decays, 
when  the  inward  man  is  renewed. 

There  is  no  sensible  sinner  that  perishes,  who 
is  looking  and  longing  for  the  promised  salva* 
tion  of  Jesus  Christ.  His  grand  errand  into 
this  world  was,  and  still  is,  to  seek  and  save 
the  lost  J  and  whos6ever  cometh  to  him  he  will 
in  no  wise  cast  them  out.  God  hath  already 
spoken  unto  thee,  and  given  thee  a  hope  and 


an  f  xpectation,  and  that  hopd  and  expectation 
will  live  and  never  die.  Pray  let  me  know  by  a 
line  how  you  are,  and  whether  y6u  wish  to  sec 
Ine;  if  you  do,  I  will  coinc. 

God  ble.S3  thee< 

W.  H.  S.S. 


BfattMaaeriWIaMft 


LETTER  VII, 

TO  MRS.  P- 
bmr  Friend, 

I  cALtEt)  a  fpw  days  ago  in  Wigmore 
Street,  and  goifig  ^4i;Lto  t^e  paflonr  toask  how 
you  did,  I  wa;S|  informed  you  was  moved  to 
Hammersmith  for  the  benefit  of  your  health.  I 
doubt  not  but  my  Friend's  illness  is  in  a  mea- 
sure owino:  to  the  distress  of  her  mind  I  have 
often  thought  tJiat  you  laboured  .under  some 
temptation,  some  feeling  sense  of  sin,  or  a 
consideration  of  some  parts  of  the  scripture.  I 
have  not  a  single  doubt  but  satan  keeps  per- 
petually injecting  something  or  other  into  your 
mind,  and  then  tempts  you  to  keep  that  secret 
for  him ;  this  I  think  is  the  grand  cause  of  your 
present  trouble  of  mind,  which  will  at  times 
affect  the  body  also.  You  are  best  al)le  to  judge 
whether  I  have  hit  the  right  nail  on  th^  hegd» 
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However,.  I  have  been  instrumental  of  cob- 
veying  deliverance  to  many  such,  and  I  know 
you  feel  your  need  of  deliverance  also ;  and 
your  reservedness  is  a  bar  to  keep  you  in  your 
present  strong-hold,  and  this  conscience  has 
often  told  you.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  be 
of  pervice  to  my  Friend  if  she  thought  it  worth 
her  acceptance.  I  -have  had  a  deal  of  heavy 
work  mvself,  and  therefore  understand  some- 
thing  of  it.  I  shall  be  at  Richmond  next 
Thursday,  and  will  call  on  you  in  my  journey 
thither,  either  to  have  a  lunch  with  you  or 
dinner,  and  then  I  shall  see  what  sort  of  a 
house  you  keep  in  your  country  retirement.  I 
know  your  residence,  I  have  visited  the  sick 
there  befote.  Farewel,  the  Lord  bless  thee. 
Excuse  my  liberty,  as  it  proceeds  from  gospel 
allection,  and  believe  me  to  be 
'    Your  most  obedient  and 

willing  servant  in  Christ  Jesus, 

W.  HUNTINGTON. 


LETTER  VIII. 

I. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
Dear  9ister  in  Christ  Jctus, 

I  AM  sorry  to  hear  you  continue  so  very 
ill.    I  cli4  intend  to  have  called  on  you  this 
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week  if  1  had  gone  to  Richmond,  but  I  have 
provided  another  in  my  room,  having  lately 
preached  for  him.  I  was  v^By  sorry  when  your* 
spouse  informed  me  of  ybur  continual  weak<« 
ness,  which  it  seems  still  increases  on  you  ;  but 
I  hope  our  blessed  Saviour,  will  fortify  your 
mind  with  spiritual  strength,  as  bodily  strength 
decays  in  you.  My  Dear  Sister'  knows  that 
our  life  is  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  that  the 
number  of  our  months  are  with  himJ*He  someV 
times  cuts  short  a  work  of  grace,  and -perfects ' 
it  in  righteousness,  so  that  a  babe  in'^'gracd'Vlies* 
an  hundred  years  old.  Isa.  Ixv;  20.  '-^^  *"  *  *<> 
'■  Sometimes  he  brings  down  to  the  gtave  and 
lifteth  up  again,  to  shew  his  power,  and  make 
it  known.  Give  not  way  to  fear.  The  Lord's 
eye  is  over  all  the  poor  in  spirit,  and  a  present 
help  to  all  that  call  upon  him  in  the  time  of 
trouble.  If  thou  simply  let  thy  request  be 
made  known  unto  him,  he  will  grant  thee  the 
desire  of  thine  heart,  and  if  thou  trust  in  him 
he  will  bring  thy  wishes  to~  pass.  Thou  hast  a 
precious  Saviour  to  plead,  whose  blood  cleanses 
from  all  sin,  and  who  perfects  our  imperfec- 
tions; and  as  a  Mediator  intercedes  for  us,  and 
sends  our  requests  pure  to  tlie  Father  of  all 
mercies.  In  him  God  can  view  a  poor  sinner 
with  acceptance,  and  savQ  him  to  the  glory  of 
his  own  grace ;  and  indeed,  he  takes  pleasure  in 
all  that  trust  in  his  dear  Son,     It  is  a  simple 
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l^kjng;  to' Christ  that  calms  our  consciences, 
svi^eetens  our  untcactable  spirits,  disarms  our 
souls  of  fear,  and  brings  us  humbly  to  hope 
and  submit  to  the  will  of  God. 

I:tliink  thou  lookest  too  much  within  thee, 
afid  porest  upon  thy  hard  fate  too  much ;  you 
inwardly  think  that  none  are  tried  like  you ; 
you  view  your  trials  as  severe  judgments  from 
God»  and  think  all  l3iese  things  are  against 
yoi^-^thiB^  is  making  the  worst  use  of  it,  and  has 
a  tendency  to  bow  us  down.  But  if  you  read 
tjie  scriptures  leisurely^  you  will  see  the  end 
of  christians  trials  have  been  for  their  profit  I. 
will  call  on  thee  next  week*  but  not  to  dine  : 
therefore  I  shall  not  let  theie  know  what  hour 
I  shall  call  on  thee.    Farewel. 

Thy  willing  pastor,  and  willing  servant 
at  command  in  Christ  Jesus. 

W.  HUNTINGTON. 


LETTER   IX. 

TO  MRS.  M. 
Dear  Sister  in  the'  Lord, 

I  HAVE  been  very  poorly,  laid  aside  for 
a  whole  week,  and  am  still  very  weak  and 
feeble.  Many  warnings  come  about  quitting 
this  clay  cottage,  and  much  daubing,  plaster* 
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ing,  and  new  matierials  have  been  spent  upoa 
it;  but  the  pl^ue  is  in  the  house,  the  lepro- 
sy is  in  the  walls,  and  the  sad  infection  has 
spread  itself,  and  therefore  \t  raust  come  down. 
The  priest  has  looked  at  it  again  apd  again  ;  it 
has  been  often  shut  up  and  opened  again,  a  til} 
'tis  unclean,  yea  utterly  unclean,  the  plague  i§ 
in  the  head,  Levity  xiii*  44. 

Old  Adam,  theie^lnian,  the  p^lfagi^  -  of  th^ 
heart  ia  still  within;  but  the  new. B^anioff grace 
shall  retgn  to  eteraal  life,  he^e  Petfr  calls 
grade,  ^* The  gsaceof  life;" and  it  i/s  a  ti!utb,tha|: 
every  gtaoe  from  the  vLordls  iulness  l^a^  jetery 
nal  Hfe  in  it.  Quickening  grace  ^ivqs  life  to 
the  dead,  and  brings  us  forth  from  insensibility, 
and  from,  the  sleep  and  cc^d  clnll  of  death. 
Hope  is  called  a  lively  hope,  because  it  looks 
out,  laixnirs  after,  and  expects  the  good  things 
proimised  to  homing  80ul$.  The  fbrgiyeness 
of  sins,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace, 
removes  the  sting  of  dbatb,  "  Oh  dea^h  where 
b  thy  jsting?".  Being  jastified:  freely  by  his 
grace,  is  called  justification  unto  life;  surely 
if  God  circumcise  our  hearts  to  love  him,  it  is 
done  that  we  may  live,  and  every  body  knows 
that  faith  is  no  less  than  eternal  life  in  hand, 
for,   "  The  just  shall  live  by  faith.'* 

Mary  may  see  in  all  this,  that  I  am  muster- 
ing up  all  the  evidences  that  I  can,  for  indeed 
at  present  I  am  very  cold,  dry,  and  barren ;  &o 
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that  can  I  fetch  vo  comfort  from  his  counte- 
nance, his  presence,  his  throne,  nor  from  his  pro- 
mises but  I  can  fetch  it  from  some  past  experi* 
ences  of  his  life-giving  powel';"This  is  my  com- 
fort in  my  affliction,  for  thy  word  hath  quicken- 
ed me."  We  have  the  promise  of  being  watered 
every  moment — but  what  that  moment  means 
in  the  Holy  Spirit's  sense  of  the  word,  I  know 
Hot.  'My  unbelief  would  tell  me  that  it  is  not 
so  done  in  me ;  however,  he  knows  the  thoughts 
of  my  heart,  and  the  desires  of  my  soul;  be 
IcnoWs  the  way  that  I  take,  and  when.  I  am 
ttied,  r  hope  I  shall  loose  some  dross  and  some 
tin«  and  if  I  do  the  gold  will  shine  thebrigh* 
tcr.  We  have  got  two  hundred  pounds  for  the 
poor  young  man  at  Brighton,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  but  we  shall  gather  enough  to  finish  the 
chapel,  by  the  assistance  of  our  friernds :  at 
Lewes.  He  is  gone  home  in  high  spirits,  but 
rather  concerned  for  the  Coalheaver.  Last  night 
the  old  disciple'  with  whom  you  lodge  in  town, 
came  and  took  a  dish  of  tea  with  me.  Deai 
Mary,  adieu.  / 

Your's  to  serve, 

W,H.  SS, 
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LETTER  X. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
My  Dear  Friend, 

t 

Having  been  mrorined  that  thou  wast  in 
the  country  for  the  benefit  of  thy  health,  I 
drop  these  few  lines  to  enquire  after  that  in- 
valuable blessing.  The  true  causes  of  ail  real 
fiicknesSt  according  to  the  service  of  the  esta- 
blished church,  ard  sins  of  commission  and  o- 
xnissiouy  *  We  have  done  those  things  which 
we  ought  not  to  have  done,  and  we  ha vc^  left 
undone  those  thingr  which  we  ought  to  haVe 
done*  and  there  is  no  heattji  in.-us/  But  God's 
way  of  healing  is.  but  little  I^mown, .  and  those 
methods  of  healing  whiph  nren  have  devised 
are  little  worth. »         ^vii! .     -    :  •  i 

David's  praytj.to  God;  is,  that  he  would 
make  known  tb^  way. .  tliat  he  has  devised  of 
healing  sick  $ifkner$  ;/^  Tlii^t  thy  way  may  be 
known  u|>0J9  earth,  thy  saving  health  among  all 
nations/'  This  prayer;  was  answered,  this  re^ 
quest  was  granted  wbe^  the  following  orders 
were  given,  namelyi  --'Tjhatj  repentance  and  re- 
mission of  sins  shou}4.  b^  pr^obed  in*  his'nan^ 
amongi'all'  nationsf^ ;  b^n^ipg  ^at  Jerusalem/' 


In  the  gospel,  Mary,  the  ancient  prophecy  is 
fuifilled,  '^  I  will  bring  it  health  and  cure,  and 
I  will  cure  them ;  and  reveal  unto  them  the 
abundance  of  peace  and  truth."  This  abun* 
dance  of  peace  and  truth  in  bringing  health  and 
cure,  is  taken  from  the  aathe  of  the  Lord  pro<» 
claimed  before  Moses,  '^  Abundant  in  goodness 
and  truth,  pardoning  iniquity,  transjgfession, 
and  sin/'  '  Wherever  jMirdon  is  proclaimed, 
there  the  name  of  the  Lord  is  declared,  as  Christ 
says,  ^*  Father,  I  have'declai-eii^  thy  name  unto 
the  men  whkh  thou  ha6t  given  me,  and  I  will 
declare  it/'  again  and  again.  Wherever  pardon 
is  obtained,  there  the  truth  of  God's  ptomise  is 
verified. 

:     Out  hedth  lays   iti  the  atdnittg  Mood   of 
Christ;  ♦*^heWt)*it^€hriMd«ii^seth  us  from 
dl»i^ii:'>^  and'4i4vetti'^s  iS^p)>Kl9d  bjr  the  Holy 
Splint,  t^ere'iitileness  4s  Mthovfid  Mid  health  re- 
'  stored i  -Thisr  Mafyj^^l*'  tihe  ^glory  of  tnoant 
Zion,  and  of  all  the  citizens  oftfiat  mystib  city, 
ids  it  is  writt^ti ;  ■-'^  J^nd\h6  inhabitants  i^dll  no 
:«iope  say  I  am  sick^  SSbr^^thfe -^^ople  that  -dwdl 
liherern  shali'  be  forgivieai^  theit  iniquity  ;"  and 
this  health  and  cure  is  to  be- attended  with  the 
abundanoe  of  peace.     T^i$^  ^r  great  l^bysician 
always  proclaimed  to(<evety  one  of  his  patients 
where  the  •  balm  of  drile&d  .was  internally  ap- 
plied }   '^  Soii>  Daught^r,'be  of  good  cheer,  di;y 
tins  are  ^i veil  UM€'/  Gtf  in  p^ce."    Thus  be 
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briBgs  beakli  and  .cure,  and  <nire8  us,  and  re* 
veals  to  us  the  abundance  of  peace  and  truth* 
Peace  with  God,  peace  with  conscience,  peace 
with  one  another,  .and  peace  within  Zion's 
walls,  and  prosperity  within  her  palaces.  In 
this  city,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  this  blesa- 
ing  I  conclude,  with  Peace  be  unto  thee. 
£ver  thine  in  Christ 


LETTEH  XI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


I 


t  • 


,  V 


'    •    I  *   ■ 
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To  his  Daughter  ^fory,  wlthii^  grace,  merey, 
and  peace  through  our  Lord  Jesas  Christ. 

r 

I  WAS  sorry  to  hear  that  thou  hadst  been 

>U,  and  that  thy  cough  was  \ev>rse  $  I  have  call* 

^  every  Tuesday  on  the  .^ido^er  to  know 

W  Mary  did,  and  the  last  .time!  called  was 

informed  thou  wast  better.  lA  daily  cross  is  ap* 

fK)iiited  for  all  those  who  are  ordained  to  wear 

the  crown,  ^f  If  we  suffer  with  hinx,  we  shall 

reign  with  him/'  The  cros^  is  intended  to  morr 

tify  and  subdue  the  old  lAan,  that  the  new  nan 

may  be  uppermost;  anji  the  new  man  oft  ap 

pears,  when  the  old  man  is  the  most  debased* 

Sometimes  liveliness  appears,  ^'  In  dU  these 
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things  is  the  life  of  my  spirits  ;**  sometimes 
meekness  appears,  sometimes  deep  humiliation, 
sometimes  self-abhorrence,  sometimes  contri- 
tion, sometimes  godly  sorrow,  sometimes  hope 
of  better  days,  sometimes  gratitude  to  God, 
and  sometimes  strong  faith  that  we  shall  never 
be  ifioved.  Maiy,  observe  theee  things,  and 
thou  shalt  understand  the  loving-kindness  of 
the  Lord. 

Faith  exercises  itself  on  the  various  attributes 
and  perfections  of  God,  and  our  sensations  un- 
'  der  them  are  various  also.  Faith  in  the  law, 
and  in  the  justice  of  God,  brought  fearfulness 
and  trembling  upon  David.  Faith  in  the  holi- 
ttess  of  God  made  Isaiah  cry  out,  "  Wo  is 
me.**  Faith  in  bis  anger  and  terrible  ma- 
jesty, sinks  us  in  deep  waters  where  there  is 
po  standing,  f^aith  in  the  sure  mercies  of 
God  in  Christ  Jesus  melts  the  soul,  and  soft- 
ens  the  heart  like  wax  before  the  flame,  and 
fiHs*  it  with'  the  deepest  compunction.  But 
•ftiith  in  the  eternal  love  of  God,  displayed  in 
the  gift  of  Christ  Jeslus,  swallows  up  all— this 
sinks  us  iritbnothiftg,  into  the  dtbp  of  a  bucket, 
or"  the  small  dust  of  a  balance.  But  so  it  i^, 
'*  We  hav^eTifeterf,''  ia^' John,  **  the  love  that 
G«d  hath  "to  iis ;  lOoil  is  love"  This  love  Is 
broiighftnto  the  heart  by  the  Spirit}  "We  ro- 
Ceivfe  the  promise 'of  the  Spirit  through  faith  ;'* 
this  faith  in  the  love  of  God  is  the  highest  act 
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LETTER  XII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

i>ear  sister  in  Cbrist  Jesus,  sod  beloved  of  G«d, 

Grac£  find  peace  be  with  tliee:  I  wish 
<jthat  th^^  m^yest  prosper  and  be  in  biealtji  ^ven 
^.;(1)9)  ,4BouL.|>r<Mipers.  God  has  don^  .gr^^ 
rtbfAgs  lor.ih^e^,  kt  has  given  thee  a  solid,  stablct, 
.CQfB^rUbl^i;  bnd ;  good  hope  Uirough  grace, 
iWfld,  ■!';  Wcj  are  saved  by  hope ;"  which  hope  is 
jfua  .^^pbor  of  the  soul  to  keep  the  vessel  t)f 
4t)ere^^$rtn  to  him  who  is  within  the  vail«-^ 
5lh<tt;  the  storms.  t)f  Sinai  when  we  get  int6 
^^1.  bot^dag^  lior  the  sudden  assail ts  of  satai)^ 
mor  tjhe  guats  of  error,  iK>r  the  billows  tof  inbjed 
<H);ruptiQPB^  nor  the  waves  of  vngodly  men 
may  not  move  us,  so  as  to  sink  irs  in^  despon* 
.den^y,  iespair^  jkor  obdurate  hardnesS;  of  heart 
We  dmay  be  di^ttiossed  vbut  not  in  dbspair,  cast 
do!«k^Amt  tiot  deiEitrayed,,  for  thi^  anchor  stiU 
Jbringt  the  .yjossisl  agaiji  to  her  anchorage.  . 

Sure  I  am  that  our  inveterate  enmity  i&^lain, 
and  that  una^pttas^d  wrath,unatoned  guilt  shall 
49itak  us  tia  mUed. .  As  for  those  groundless  fears 
that  satan  may  beget,  and  those  terrors  and  the 
horrid  gloom  which  he  may  be  suffered  some- 
times to  spread  over  our  minds  in  the  night,  or 


vhen  we  are  under  spiritual  desertions;  we 
bov  that  these  differ  from  the  piercing  sen?/ 
tenceof  a  broken  1  aw,  and  from  the  galliag^ 
bars  of  unbelief;  therefore,  "  Thou  shalt  not 
be  afraid  for  the  terror  by  night ;  nor  for  the 
arrow  that  flieth  hy  day :  nor  for  the  pestilence 
that  Mralketh  in  darkness :  nor  for  the  destruc- 
tion that  wasteth  at  noon-day.^ 

A  good  hope,  Mary^  is  annexed  to  the  re- 
ward of  inheritance,  and  this  hope  is  a  firm 
expectation  of  the  happy  enjoyment  of  it,  and 
is  as  sure  as  the  reward  itself;  "  For  vei:ily 
there  is  a  reward,  and  thine  expectatioa  shall 
not  be  cut  of  We  are  the  folks,  Mary,  we, 
are  the  seed  which  the  Lord  hath  blessed.  "  Oiir 
life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God;**  and  ever^ 
visit,  ray,  glimpse,  revival,  refreshing,  pious 
thought,  humbling  reflection^ weet  enlarge-. 
ment,  melting  sensation,  attra^ng  beam,  and 
soul-dissolving  look  is  to  let  us  know  that  our 
Redeemer  liveth — lives  for  us,  and  we  shall 
live  through  him,  and  at  last  with  him. 
,  I  have  a  most  violent  cold,  and  a  most  torment- 
ing cough  andhoarness.  I  have,  like  Ephraim, 
had  my  belly  filled  with  the  east  wind ;  but  all 
is  well,  for  Parson  Sack  will  never  die.  I  am 
still  upon  the  high-way,  and  my  eye  upon  the 
prize  of  the  high  calling,  and  many  pledges  of 
it  have  I  had  by  the  wly ;  and  sure  I  am  that 
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the  harvest  is  as  sure  as  the  first-fruits/  Far< 
wel.  Be  of  good  cheer,  for  Christ  loVes  u 
dearly. 

Ever  thine  in  Him. 

W.H.  S.S. 


( 
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LETTER    XIII. 

TO  MRS.  D. 


Dear '  siste  r  and  fello  w-silfTefcrt 

Grace  and  peace  be  multiplied  to  the 
throug  hour  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  was  sorry  t 
hear  by  Mr,  G.  that  you  was  so  poorly,  so  weal 
and  so  low ;  but  z  dia.ily  cross  we  must  hai 
or  perish.  "  He  that  will  come  after  me,  li 
him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross,  an 
follow  ipe  ;  and  where  I  am  there  shall  also  ni 
servant  be."  But  our  time  is  short,  for  we  ar 
much  older  in  constitution  than  in  years. 

You  are  now  my  dear  Sister,  at  the  Roy^ 
Exchange  of  heaven;  "  Thou  oughtest,*'  say 
Christ,  "  have  put  my  money  to  the  exchang 
ers,  and  then  at  my  coming  I  should  have  r€ 
ceived  mine  own  with  usury."  He  hath  take 
away  from  thee  the  greatest  earthly  presdfl 
that  he  ever  gave  to  thee;  but  the  exchange 
will  be  that  he  will  make  himself  over  to  th^ 

•  •  • 

this  I  believe  will  be  the  exchange,  nor  have  1 
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a  doubt  of  it,  and  in  this  change  thou  wilt 
sostaiD  no  Ios3  Moreover,  at  these  trying  times 
the  mind  works  and  the  spirit  sinks,  gloomy 
meditations  and  cutting  reflections  bring 
fresh  causes  of  grief ;  the  misgiving  heart  under 
such  considerations  hourly  conceives  its  fresh 
matter  for  sorrow,  and  this  is  too  heavy  for  our 
frail  souls  to  bear  up  under— *-to  ponder  over  it 
adds  to  the  burthen,  and  to  mvrmur  and  lebci 
does  the  same. 

To  the  Exchange  we  must  go,  and  sure  I  am 
that  pouring  out  these  things  hourly  before  the 
Lord,  as  the  hearr.  fills  with  it,  is  undoubte  1 
putting  it  out  to  the  exchangers ;  and  this  weil 
followed  up  will  in  time  bring  in  a  better  stock 
to  trade  with.  I  mean  it  will  bring  in  a  deliver- 
^ce,  and  some  submission  and  resignation  till 
that  deliverance  comes.  Then  thou  wilt  be 
^le  to  exchange  a  few  blessings,  a  few  praises, 
^d  a  few  thank-offerings;  and  confess  as  I 
have  often  done,  that  this  is  a  truth,  "  That  all 
things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that 
loi?e  God ;"  who  will  not  leave  thee  till  thou 
tet  thy  seal  to  this,  that,   **  God  is  true/' 

I  have  been  sharply  exercised  with  severe 
pain,  and  with  satan's  unwelcome  assistance  in 
nch  cases ;  but  am  much  better,  yet  not  a  little 
Weakened  by  these  long  and  restless  pains. 
Hioft  to  see  my  poor  little  companion  in  tri* 
halation  next  LordVday,  if  God  permit.  Give 
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tby  mincf  much  toreadftig  and  prayer,  ami  if 
prayer  be  oat  of  wason^  Confess  and  plead  thif 
worst  against  thyself;  sometrmes  one  arroii^^ 
will  fly  when  another  will  not.  Tliese  things 
Will  counteract  the  deviKs  cunning,  and  fill  th6 
mind  ^rith  the  word;  and  when  the  %rord  dwells 
richly  in  us,  that  becomes  our  meditation,  and 
ia(  often  uppermost  even  when  asleep.  God 
bless  and  be  with  thc^,  guide  and  comfort  tbee^ 
is  the  prayer  of,  Dear  Sister, 

Thy  friend  and  servant. 

Wi  ri.  S.  S. 

I  write  this  with  all  my  company  beloWj 
God  bless  thee. 


XIV. 

s 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Lew664 

I  MUST  drop  a  few  scraps  to  the  afflicted* 
God  keeps  his  fire  in  Zion^  and  his  furnace  in 
Jerusalem;  and  he  that  is  our  Refiner,  who- 
kindles  the  flame  and  res^alates  the  heat,  wasi 
himself  made  perfect  through  sufferings*  To 
subdue  our  inbred  corruptions,  to  cleanse,  us 
from  idols,  and  to  purg«  away  our  dross  is  the 
end  aimed  at.  By  inward  corruptions,  I  mead. 
deceitful  lusts ;  by  idols  «very  thing  that  rivals. 
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God  m  our  afPections ;  and  byidross  and  tin 
the  best  things  of  fallen  nature,  for  such  we 
fake  them  to  be,  such  as  all  knowledge  except 
experimental  knowledge,  self-righteousness,  hu- 
flmn  wisdom,  vain  confidence  with  which  we 
abound  for  prosperity,  superficial  hopes  and 
nnrooted  love,  meekness,  and  a  large  stock  of 
lintried  patience  and  fortitude — all  which  as  a 
sort  of  counterfeit  coin  attend  us,  and  promise 
much  in  prosperity,  but  in  adversity  they  serve 
us  as  they  did  Peter  and  Sampson.  Hence  it 
is  that  Peter  tells  us  from  his  own  expf^rience^ 
'^That  the  trial  of  faith  is  much  more  precious 
than  gold,  though  it  be  tried  with  fire/^ 

But  this  I  know  that  God's  work  will  stand, 
God's  grace,  God's  truth,  and  our  experience 
of  the  power  of  it,  will  endure  the  fire.  Each 
of  these  have  their  particular  promise ;  hence 
we  are  said  to  be  purified,  made  white,  and 
tried— we  are  purified  by  faith,  made  clean  by 
Wood,  and  made  white  by  the  righteousness  of 
ftith— all  of  which  could  not  be  done  if  faith 
could  consume  or  fail.  The  word  of  God  is 
pure,  like  gold  seven  times  purified  in  a  furnace 
of  earth,  because  in  the  fulfilment  of  these  the 
^nith,  the  faithfulness,  and  immutability  of 
God  and  his  covenant  appear.  As  to  our  expe- 
rience it  is  the  operation  and  the  anointing  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  kingdom  stands  not 

I> 
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in  word  only,  bj^t  in  the  power  of  the  Spirit; 
the  one  is  calle^  the  word  of  the  kingdom,  and 
the  other  th?  power  of  the  kingdom,  hence  w« 
read  of  the  kingdom  coming. with  power. 
.  And  as  we  are  said  to  receive  a  kingdom 
which  cannot  be  moved,  therefore  these  things 
must  stand  the  fire,  though  the  dross  and  tin 
consume  in  the  flame ;  and  when  this  dross 
goes  we  are  left  with  so  small  a  treasure  that 
we  conclude  that  the  gold,  silver,  and  all  the 
treasure  is  gone,  as  well  as  the  base  metal ;  but 
all  that  comes  from  Christ's  fulness  shall  en- 
dure, shall  reign,  and  shall  abide  with  us  to 
the  end.  The  Spirit  is  God,  and  all  God's 
work  is  perfect;  nothing  shall  be  added  to  it 
or  taken  from  it,  pnd  God  does  it  that  men 
should  fear  before  him.  I  shall  only  add  my 
poor  prayers,  and  conclude  with  the  Apostle, 
"  Let  patience  have  her  perfect  work,  that  ye 
may  be  perfect  and  entire,  lacking  nothing.'* 

Yours  most  respectfully, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER    XV. 

to  THE   SAiME. 

In  the  CabiO|  on  board  the  Pravidexk!^ 
homid  for  the  jFair  Havens,  round  the  Friendly 
Islands,  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

fclofed, 

I  INTEND  if  the  Lord  permit  to  lay  at 
anchor  till  Tuesday  forenoon,  when  I  intend  to 
set  sail  whether  the  wind  be  fair  or  foul.  If 
you  could  venture  on  board  I  should  be  glad 
to  see  you  to-morrow>  being  Monday,  about 
thtee  or  four  o'clock,  to  drink  a  dish  of  tea> 
^ffee,  a  glass  of  grog,  or  whatever  the  ship 
affords — to  talk  over  the  dangers  of  the  voy- 
age, and  the  best  way  to  steer,  in  order  to  make 
the  land  of  the  Celestial  Regions* 

Yours  in  affectiod, 

DOCTOR  SACK* 

Chaplain  to  the  Ship's  Company. 
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LETTER    XVI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
Dear  Ann, 

Grace,  mercy,  and  peace  tue  with  thee. 
1  was  sorry  to  heart)f  the  soul-coQflicts  which 
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1"",  «.iw  give  up;   Willie  eric 

to  strengthen  faith  in  her  holt 

2.  In  the  end  it  often  establi; 

firmer;  for  when  we  have  bee: 

hanging  in  a  doubtful  scale, 

mine  and  settle  the  point  in  doi 

gamed  her  cause,  obtained  ti 

enriched  the  soul  with  the  sp. 

trial  of  faith  is  said  to  be  mo 

gPld,  having  been  tried  by  the 

darts  of  Satan. 

S.  At  a  long  run  it  serves  t« 
eveiy  divine  truth  against  whic 
bours  so  hard,  must  needs  be  de 
empire  and  saving  to  us,  or  wh 
nal  fighting  against  it?  as  we  a 
doctrine,  lies,  or  fables,  can  be  ii 
realm,  for  that  is  supported  by  n 
4.  Sometimes  these  soreconflici 
«s  to  take  the  minH  nff  «•««,  , 


display  of  eternal  love,  tlieihiifeatatibnof  the 
greatest  and  sweetest  of  alL  beahties,  and  aft 
assurance  of  an  interest  in  tlie-greattsC  of  aH 
sensations,  are  attended  \ndi'  tiie  jcfaoiiseat  hf 
atl  indulgences,  meets  with  < ct>U  .'aad  uiisuiti- 
able  returns — on  this  accoont  inany  ^i^e  coi» 
Hicts  come  on  to  make  us  dotlbt  of  a|i  interftt 
in  these  things,  when  a  cosafertabl«.)uHiira;AM 
of  them  is  not  highly  paiaed,.  bo^  prvperliy. 
valued.  ^    :      i  .  ' "^ 

Solomon  provoked  God  by  idMs,!  add  Ofld 
provoked  him  by  Jeroboam.  IMi  ragihlf  Joft* 
lousy  puts  things  in  their /pn)|i^  I)gh^  ^kuA 
makes  them  appear  in  their  o#n,  v*nh ;  taddil 
serves  also  to  make  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  aad 
commtnion  of  the  saints  of  more  wordi  than 
all  the  ties  of  nitui-ft,  or  the  corrupt  affections 
of  6esh  and  Mood.  I  have  in  my  poor  way 
remembered  thee. 

God  bleas  thee. 

Q.  in  the  Comer. 


LETTER    XVII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


Mr  Dear  Friend  informs  me  that  she  is 
going  to  search  the  Scriptures,  and  to  compare 
the  Old  Testament  with  the  New.    At  this  she 


38 

will  perform  wonders,  for  I  have  kiiown  the 
time  when  I  was  engaged  in  the  same  fight—? 
that  as  fast  as  I  shifted  my  ground  the  devil 
shifted  his.  When  I  had  made  a  thing  clear 
by  the  word  of  God,  he  attacked  the  word  aisbj 
and  told  me  that  the  scriptures  were  a  device 
of  his  to  puzzle,  baffle,  and  confound  mankind. 
When  I  flew  to  the  Divine  Being,  he  told  me 
as  the  fool  says  in  the  Psalms,  "  There  is  no 
God."  When  I  fled  to  the  works  of  creation; 
and  asked,  Who  made  these  things?  he  told 
me  plainly  that  he  did.  When  I  asked,  Who 
made  me?  he  answered  in  the  affirmative,  that 
he  did.  When  I  asked  why  men  worshipped 
God,  he  told  me  he  received  worship  and  I 
must  pray  to  him,  for  there  was  no  other  to* 
,  pray  to— thus  was  my  mind  followed,  harassed, 
confused  and  confounded ;  but  not  one  of  thesie 
lies  could  fasten  on  my  conscience,  though  I 
was  dumb  and  without  an  answer. 

Nothing,  my  dear  Friend,  can  keep  us  upon 
this  ground  and  in  this  conflict,  but  the  al- 
mighty power  of  God,  and  by  that  power  are 
we  kept  through  faith ;  "  I  will  water  it  every 
moment,  and  I  will  keep  it  night  and  day." 
The  following  passages  from  the  Old  Testament 
and  the  New,  are  suflScient  for  faith ;  '*  Won- 
derful, Counsellor,  the  mighty  God,  the  ever- 
lasting Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace,"  Isai.  ix, 
6.     '*  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning 
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and  the  ending,  satth  the  Lord,  which  is,  and^ 
which  was,  and  which  is  to  come,  the  Al- 
mighty,*'  Rev.  i.  8.  ''The  Word  was  with 
God,  and  the  Word  was  God;  all  things  were 
made  by  him,**  &c.  John,  i.  1.  3.  God,  the 
mighty  God,  the  JflSiighty,  the  First,  the  Last, 
and  the  Creator  of  all  things  is,  and  ever  must 
be  the  object  of  worship,  of  hope,  of  confi- 
dence, and  of  all  trust — but  as  I  before  said, 
nothing  but  divine  power  can  keep  a  soul  in 
the  fiery  trial. 

Holy  Adam  fell,  and  valiant  Peter  fell,  and 
Wo  be  to  every  one  that  is  alone  when  he  fall- 
•th,  Eccles.  iv.  10.  God's  power  alone  must 
keep  us  if  we  are  kept,  and  this  power*  must  be 
fetched  in  by  constant  prayer;  "  Watch  and 
pray  lest  ye  enter  into  temptation."  And 
again,  "  This  kind  goeth  not  out  but  by  prayer 
and  fasting." 

Ever  yours, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETIER    XVIII. 

TO  THE  SAME.      . 


I  HOPE  my  dear  Friend  caught  no  cold  at 
her  return  from  Cricklewood.  The  weather 
nov  is  wonderfully  mild,  which  suits  the  inva- 
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lidsy  and  helps  off  the  long,  dreary,  and  cold 
winter,  which  is  so  fatal  to  the  infirmities' of 
old  age.  "  The  outward  man,*'  says  Paul, 
**  decays,  but  the  inward  man  is  renewed  day  by 
day."  This  one  particular  I  have  long  watched, 
and  I  have  perceived  it  in  ^jg^following  things : 
by  the  activity  or  inactivity  of  faith,  by  the 
risings  and  fallings  of  hope,  by  fresh  joy  after 
sorrow,  by  meekness  and  humility  after  a  dead 
and  stupid  frame,  by  fresh  rays  of  light  after 
gross  darkness,  by  sweet  peace  after  disqui* 
etude,  and  by  a  glowing  love  after  many  hard 
heart-risings. 

I  know  of  nothing  at  present  that  shews  the 
going  on  of  the  good  work  like  this.  The 
Holy  Spirit  is  the  Spirit  of  all  grace,  the 
planter  of  all  grace,  and  the  life  of  every  fruit 
which  he  produces ;  and  hence  he  is  called  a 
wind  to  move  his  own  plants,  and  to  make 
them  emit  their  scent,  their  savour,  and  their 
odours.  He  is  called  dew  to  refresh  and  enli- 
ven, water  also  to  moisten  and  give  rooting. 
But  upon  love  and  joy  he  operates  as  the  Spirit 
of  burning;  warming,  enflaming,  and  enlarging; 
and  these  to  me  are  the  most  sweet.  These 
are  a  few  scraps  to  exercise,  amuse,  ponder 
over,  and  make  out— but  after  all  it  is  but  lit- 
tle we  know  of  what  we  have  got  within. 

THE  COALHEAVER. 
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LETTER   XIX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

I  AH  sorry  to  find  my  poor  Friend  is  so 
uowelli  should  be  glad  to  see  her  on  Friday  if 
able  to  come,  if  not  send  word,  and  to-morrow 
morning  1  will  come  and  see  you.  These  are 
not  times  of  refreshing,  but  of  trial—hold  fasti 
I  long  to  see  thee.  The  good  Lord  is  still  with 
the  poor  Coalheaver,  and  will  favour  them  that 
cleave  to  himself  in  them  that  he  sends,  for  he 
has  made  us  one  in  love,  one  among  ourselves, 
and  one  in  him,  that  we  may  be  perfect  in  one. 

Ever  Yours, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER   XX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
My  I^^^  Sister  in  Christ  Jesus, 

I  AM  glad  at  my  heart  and  thankful  to  my 
God  for  his  goodness  to  thee  and  to  thine  hus* 
hand,  hoping  that  his  faithfulness  and  truth 
in  delivering,   in  bringing  into  trouble  and 
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at  a  long  run  be  productive  of  a  little  more 
credence. 

Once  more  he  hath  put  unbelief  to  the  blush, 
and  proved  the  father  of  lies  to  answer  to  his 
own  name  and  character,  and  this  God  will  do 
to  the  end.  In  this  confidence  I  write  to  thee, 
being  fully  persuaded  that  there  is  a  grain  of 
mustard  seed,  an  unfeigned  faith  in  you  both, 
which  will  not  always  lay  hid,  or  be  inactive ; 
nay  it  does  at  times  appear,  and  shews  itself 
now ;  like  that  of  Peter's,  it  will  cry  and  plead 
mightily  when  in  danger  of  sinking,  or  going 
to  the  bottom.  This,  Ann,  is  faith,  and  real 
faith,  that  will  plead  to  the  last;  and  which 
will  not  quit  its  hold,  nor  be  put  off,  nor  be 
said  nay  to.  It  comes  from  above,  and  there  it 
will— — 

Excuse  haste ;  the  Cart  is  going  off. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER    XXI. 

TO   THE   SAME. 


You  cannot,  you  shall  not,   Ann,   make 
me  believe  that  your  finches  are  better  than  my 
gold;   for  if  yours  make  wings  and  fly  away," 
mine  does  not.     It  often  gets  out  of  sight,  and 
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•ometimei  seems  to  have  lost  credit,  and  not  to 
pass  and  repass  as  current  coin;  but  when  the 
dross  that  adheres' to  it  is.  purged  off,  it  goes 
again  as  current  as  ever^  and  will  as  long  as  a 
bill  of  exchange  is  to  be  found  in  God's  bank- 
book. 

Last  Saturday  I  was  in  the  furnace.  Come 
and  breakfast  with  me  on  Wednesday  mom- 
mg,  and  dine  also,  and  let  us  compare  notes 
and  see  who  gets  most— I  that  earn  by  hard 
labour,  or  you  that  sit  in  idleness  to  see  me 
work. 

THE  COALHEAVER. 


LEITER    XXII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


My  Dear  Friend, 

Grace  and  peace  be  multiplied  to  you 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  support  thee 
wnder  thy  present  and  grievous  affliction.  God 
promises  to  be  a  present,  a  very  present  help 
in  time  of  trouble ;  and  those  that  know  his 
iJame  will  put  their  trust  in  him,  for  he  has 
fiever  failed  those  that  seek  him, 

I  know  the  heart  when  overwhelmed  will  be 
continually  conceiving  grief,  which  fills  the 
soul  with  sorrow,  and  when  full  it  is  unbear- 
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able.  The  throne  of  grace  is  at  such  times  <mt 
only  resource ;  ^^  Out  of  the  abundance  of  my 
complaint  and  grief/*  said  Hannah,  ^^  have  I 
spoken  hitherto ;"  and  if  this  method  be  par^ 
sued  the  mind  will  get  ease,  otherwise  it  will 
be  swallowed  up  with  over  much  sorrow ;  and 
when  overcharged  it  is  often  seen  the  spirits 
dry  up,  the  heart  breaks,  or  the  tabernacle  fails 
and  faints :  ^^  My  flesh  and  my  heart  fHileth,^ 
says  one. 

But  we  have  a  God  to  go  to,  and  sighing, 
weeping,  groaning,  cr^'ing,  complaining,  and 
speaking,  lighten  the  mind,  assuage  the  grief, 
ease  the  soul,  soften  the  heart,  and  raise  the 
spirits.  *'  I  poured  out  my  complaint  before 
the  Lord,  I  shewed  before  him  my  trouble;" 
and  sensible  relief,  support,  condolence,  and 
sympathy  are  often  felt.  If  no  word  of  promise 
is  spoken,  no  deliverance,  or  no  saving  disco- 
very or  manifestations  be  enjoyed  or  made,  yet 
sure  I  am  these  are  the  fruits  and  effects  of 
communion  and  fellowship  both  with  the  Fa- 
ther and  the  Son.  In  the  day  of  my  trouble 
thou  strengthenedst  me  with  might  in  my  soul, 
Psal.  cxxxviii.  3.  When  heart  and  flesh  fail, 
God  s  strength  is  made  perfect  in  our  weak- 
ness. 

The  devil's  principal  work  is  to  set  off  all 
our  afl9ictions  and  trials  in  the  worst  light,  not 
as  humbling  dispensations,  or  purging  draughts, 
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Imt  as  effects  of  divine  anger;  and  then  sets 
OS  to  meditate  terror,  and  to  pore  and  ponder 
on  this  dark  side  of  the  question.  When  he 
has  chained  us  down  to  pensive  melancbQiy, 
then  he  draws  over  the  old  vail  and  blinds  the 
mind,  and  hides  and  obscures  all  that  is  good, 
and  every  evidence.  Hence  reading  counter- 
acts his  designs,  and  furnishes  the  mind  with 
thought;  and  I  know  that  Satan  cannot  endure 
a  mind  employed  or  fraught  with  heavenly 
things,  it  being  unfurnished  for  hellish  plots. 
Dear  Friend,  adieu ! 

Yours  in  Christ  Jesus, 


'■■■J!'     LI!' 


LETTER    XXIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

I  AM  sorry  to  hear  that  my  Friend  is  so 
poorly  again,  and  especially  as  all  pains  in  the 
Stomach  are  so  violent.  But  this  is  a  comfort 
to  the  Lord's  poor  family,  that  they  are  not  to 
abide  for  ever,  for  above,  sorrow,  pain,  and 
iiFeeping  are  to  be  no  more. 

It  is  a  great  encouragement  to  submission, 
that  all  things  work  for  good  to  them  that  love 
God ;  but  his  divine  wisdom  is  often  seen  in  a 
point  of  light  which  to  me  exceeds  all  other 
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considerations  whatever,  and  that  is,  when  the 
soul  is  inwardly  recompensed  with  such  com-* 
fprt  as  more  than  sustains  the  infirmities  of  the 
b,ody.  This  affords  such  renew ings  to  the  in- 
ner man,  that  tha  decay  ings  of  the  outward 
man  are  overlooked;  and  we  are  brought  into 
a  strait  not  knowing  which  to  choose,  ease  or 
pain.  It  is  often  observed  that  when  pain 
goes,  the  comfort  goes ;  this  is  a  most  wise  way 
of  winning  the  soul  to  kiss  the  rod  and  hug  the 
cross. 

I  believe  that  every  crook  in  our  path  has 
its  origin  either  in  the  blindness  of  our  minds, 
or  in  the  stubbornness  of  our  wills.  When  we 
have  light  to  see  every  cross  to  be  needful  and 
beneficial,  it  inclines  us  to  submit;  and  sub-* 
mission  makes  every  crook  strait,  and  is  a 
cushion  between  the  shoulder  and  the  cross, 
which  makes  the  burthen  light.  This  submis- 
sion is  always  attended  with  meekness,  which 
like  a  vent-hole  in  a  cask  of  fermented  liquor, 
gives  vent  to  the  burthened  mind,  and  eases 
the  heart  with  tears  of  penitence,  which  is 
ready  to  vent  its  contents  in  rebellion  and 
blasphemies. 

If  my  Friend  wishes  to  see  me  let  her  send 

word  by  the  bearer;  in  the  mean  time  can  re- 

member  her  to  the  great  Physician  who  alone 

can  assist. 

THE  COALHEAVER. 
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LETTER  XXIV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

I  WISH  my  dear  Friend  to  come  to-morrow 
to  breakfast  and  dine  with  me,  as  I  am  going 
out  for  some  days.  I  long  to  see  her,  and  the 
last  dish  of  grapes  are  still  on  the  vines,  and 
roust  be  finished  to-morrow.  My  breath  is 
^hort,  my  cruse  empty,  my  oil  fails,  my  heart 
is  chilled,  my  old  man  is  alive,  and  the  devil  is 
not  idle. 

When  I  set  out  on  a  Saturday  eve  my  mind 
and  head  swarms  alive,  my  breasts  at  times  so 
full  that  my  milk  runs  to  my  navel,  my  locks 
l^ang  in  my  neck,  my  cruse  springs,  the  oil 
flows,  the  cup  is  not  empty,  nor  the  meal  di- 
minished. But  by  Tuesday  evening  I  am  shorn, 
stripped,  milked,  and  sweated,  till  all  my  mois* 
^ure  is  turned  into  the  drought  of  summer ;  and 
1  look  like  a  thief  naked,  and  ashamed,  barren, 
dry,  empty,  and  abashed.  This  office,  this 
character,  and  this  expenditure,  falls  only  to' 
the  care  and  share  of  shepherds,  stewards, 
nurses,  and  servitors.  The  children  keep  all 
they  get,  they  deal  not,  trade  not,  spend 
not;  nor  empty    themselves    to  feed  others. 
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Thank  you  for  my  pot,  and  I  have  got  a  very- 
great  literary  curiosity  for  you. 

Dear  Ann,  adieu. 

TOE  eOALHEAVER. 


LETTER  XXV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


To  bis  sister  Ann,  greeting,  with  perfect  peace  and  at 
such  a  time. 

Mr  Dear  Sister  in  the  best  sense,  in  the 
best  of  families,  and  in  the  best  of  bonds;  the 
offspring  of  the  best  of  Fathers,  the  young 
branches  of  the  plant  of  renown,  the  elder 
brother,  the  righteous  branch,  the  first-born 
who  makes  us  heirs  of  his  own  Father,  and 
joint-heirs  with  himself;  **  My  Father  and 
your  Father,  my  God  and  your  God.'* 

Reflecting  this  morning  early  of  what  I  have 
been,  and  what  God  ever  has  been ;  what  I 
have  done  against  him,  and  what  he  has  done 
for  me ;  the  many  servants  of  sin  and  satan 
that  I  have  been  a  servant  to  and  where  they 
are  all  gone  to  now,  and  what  the  servant  of 
servants  is  now  come  to;  what  I  have  in  hand, 
and  what  in  hope — I  could  sleep  no  longer, 
and  therefore  concluded  to  rise  betimes  and 
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write  to  my  poor  Ann,  to  trouble  her  as  well 
as  those  of  my  own  house.  Looking  back  upon 
past  experiences  in  providence  and  grace,  is 
reading  that  part  of  the  scriptures  which  is  ful- 
filled and  sealed  up ;  and  looking  forward  in 
faith  and  hope  is  reading  the  other  part  yet  to 
be  accomplished  in  us— •for  to  the  hen*  of  pro^ 
mise  all  must  be  fulfilled. 

**  Lord  what  is  man  that  thou  art  mindful  of 
him?"  Oh,  Ann,  whatever  thou  dost,  observe^ 
watch,  ponder  over,  and  consider  the  Holy 
Spirit's  teachings.  The  pleasing  motions,  ci^ 
tations,  excitations,  sensations,  attractionsi 
allurements,  encouragements,  benign  influ^ 
ences,  healing  beams,  quickening  rays,  pleas^ 
ing  hints,  and  heavenly  dictations  i  all  these, 
and  thousands  more  does  he  give  to  poor  souls, 
who  without  his  divine  aid  would  sit  solitary, 
and  remain  in  eternal  widowhood. 

Observe  also  the  effects  of  his  operations  ; 
what  self-loathing,  abhorrence,  contrition,  hu* 
miliation,  filial  fear,  sounding  bowels,  goings 
forth  of  love,  flowings  of  gratitude,  springs  of 
pious  sorrow  and  holy  grief,  penitential  tears 
and  humbling  joys,  which  are  produced  and 
felt  under  his  prolific  inspirations.  Observe 
these  and  obey  them,  sow  to  the  Spirit  and  you 
shall  reap  life  everlasting.  To  sow  to  him  is 
to  pray,  to  bless,  to  bewail,  confess,  thank, 
adore,  &c.  as  the  impulse  and  impression  leads 
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you.  :WWii  these  'sweetinfltieodefl  are  sii/k 
'pended,  ibmi  wilt  Qwi  and  feel  what  a  poor 
«n)pty,  lifeless  machine  thou  art,  ami  by  ^ob* 
-serving^  the  coatrast  is  the  Spirit  known.  H^ 
iusts  for  us,  and  the  flesh  lusts  agakiiSt  hini, 
<and  wars*  agxrinst  the  souL  '*  Whoso  is  wis^ 
-and  m  11  observe  )these  -thingSy  even  they  shat! 
understand  the  loving-kindness  of  the  liord.'* 

Many^  imajiy,  yea  the  sweetest  niomeQts  that 
^evcr  I  knew  in  this  world  have  I  eojoy6d  by 
t)bsjea'ving,  and  obeying  this  divine  Isstructor, 
which  tiie   world  knows  nothing  of     Maiiy 
jBweet  prouaises  has  he  applied,  many  comfortr 
«ble  frames,   fubare  views,  and  heavenly  ^pros^ 
pectfi  has  he  l>€9towed»on  the  Coalheaver,  eveft 
when  when  I  was  >8la\^iig  in  that  dark  drudge*- 
ry,  in  the  .worst  <of  company,  and  for  the  worst 
of  pay.    Sore  I  am  that  the  more  we  are  ia 
reading,  thinking,  and  doset-praying,  the  more 
observant  and  obedient  to  the  Spirit's  teaching, 
the  more  tender,  lowly,   meek,  and  beavenly- 
minded  we  are,  and  of  course  nearer  to  Gcd  ; 
the  more  free  from,  and  dead  to  this  world,  and 
all  its  vanities,  which  clog  conscience,  quench 
love, 'and  make  fai^th  lame  in  both  her  feet. 
Yea,  it<:loees  the  hand  of  God,  hides  his  face, 
bolts  the  door  of  mercy,  closes  our  own  hearts^ 
and  furnishes  tl>e  devil  with  title  and  salary  ; 
it  makes  him  an  accuser  of  us,  and  fumishe^^ 
him  with  accusations  against  us. 
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And  now  mine  elect  Lady,  Doctor  Sack^ 
from  the  barge  takes  his  leave,  ^nd  saluteth 
you  with)  All  bail,  and  be  of  good  cheer;  and 
when  4 1  is  ifeli  .\rith  thee  remember 

W.  H. 

P.  S.    Jesus  loves  us^  and  that  is  enouglu 


LETTER  XXyi- 


Northampton.^ 
Dearly  Beloved  in  the  Lord'Je^tis' 

We  arrived  safe  here,  arid  are  in  good 
health.  I  have  drawn  and  brandished  my  sword 
at  Tippoo,  the  black  prince,  and  was  not  alone 
in  the  field  of  battle  ;  the  God  of  armies  seemed 
to  be  present ;  not  a  dog  moved  his  tongue, 
nor  a  person  hardly  moved  his  foot;  they  were 
all  attention,  all  silence,  all  waiting  and  ex- 
pecting, and  I  hope  their  expectations  were 
not  cut  off.  I  heard  B.  here  on  Tuesday  night; 
we  had  the  wind  and  the  earthquake,  but  the 
fire  and  water,  dew  and  rain,  oil  and  salt, 
honey  and  butter,  milk  and  wine,  meat  and 
bread,  were  all  wanting.  It  was  a  concert, 
not  a  feast;  it  was  all  for  the  ears,  nothing  for 
the  palate ;  much  music,  no  provision  ;  a  deal 
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hcardf  but  nothing  felt  I  had:  hard  work  to 
keep  my  eyes  open ;  there  came  nothing  frotti 
'tfat  vision;  so  I  wanted  the  pillow;  it  was  a  ter- 
rible noise,  but  not  enough  to  keep  me  awake. 
Such  are  poor  midwives,  worse  shepherds,  and 
worse  nurses.  Nb  man  shall  ever  touch 'the 
mystery  of  godliness  in  the  sain t*s  heart,  who 
never  was  in  God's  secret  council.  The  Savi- 
our is  a  sealed  mystery^  the  bible  a  sealed  book^ 
and  the  church  a  sealed  fountain ;  and  none 
but  the  ever-blessed  Spirit  of  God  can  unseal, 
open,  or  explain  either  of  these  three.  They 
that  get  at  the  Saviour  will  get  at  us;  if  they 
get  into  his  heart,  they  will  pick  the  lock  and 
get  into  ours  also ;  but  they  know  us  not  be- 
cause they  know  him  not. 

Blessed  be  God  for  a  preached  gospel,  and 
blessed  be  his  name  for  ever  for  an  unctuous 
experience  of  its  divine  power.  We  are  in  the 
covenant,  they  go  round  the  bounds  of  it ;  we 
get  into  the  guest  chamber,  while  they  bungle 
at  the  door;  they  have  no  crosses,  and  so  no 
consolations;  they  have  no  bitterness,  conse- 
quently no  joys ;  they  have  no  adversity,  there- 
fore no  prosperity ;  they  have  no  rods,  and  so 
no  sonship.  Trials  are  our  purifying  furnaces, 
our  purging  draughts  to  keep  us  clean,  and 
our  bitter,  nerbs  to  give  us  an  appetite;  and 
there  is  iiptbihg  in  us  that  dislikes  it  but  the 
flesh,  and  iW  old  man,  neither  of  which  are 
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any  great  friends  to  us.  To  be  at  peace  with 
these  is  to  be  at  war  with  God ;  an  altfaiice 
with  them  is  attended  with  enmity  to  God 
himself. 
^  .  I  take  it  for  granted  that  our  old  friend  Peg, 
.  /  is  still^feeling  after  a  path  that  is  overgrown 
with  mosSy  where  it  will  be  easy  for  her  corns, 
and  where  she  can  walk  in  her  old,  clouted, 
easy  shoes.  Ah,  poor  Peg,  thy  road  shall  have 
some  rough  •  as  well  as  smooth  steps,  some 
crooks  as  well  ^s  straits,  some  mountains  of 
difficulty  as  well  as  vallies  of  humility,  some 
perplexing  entanglements  as  well  as  directing 
landmarks ;  it  lays  through  the  dreary  desert, 
as  well  as  the  valley  of  Baca.  Go  on,  old  girl, 
thou  shalt  neither  lose  the  way,  nor  miss  the 
end.  The  anointing,  the  unction  from  the  holy 
One,  shall  teach  thee,  guide  thee,  lead  thee, 
check  thee  when  wrong,  and  cheer  thee  when 
right ;  and  teach  thee  a  thousand  little  lessons 
in  thy  own  heart,  which  thou  shalt  never  be 
able  to  teach  or  explain  to  another  in  this  world. 
Lay  by  listening  to  the  devil  and  unbelief,  h^ve 
no  ear  but  for  Jesus  ;  we  know  he  is  true,  but 
the  others  were  always  liars,  evil  beasts,  slow 
bellies;  this  witness  is  true,  therefore  rebuke 
them  sharply,  Tit.  i.  1^.  I  shall  go  from  hence 
on  Monday  morning  next,  and  shall  lodge  at 
B.  Tender  my  love  to  R,  to  S.,  and  to  aO 
friends. 


54 

James,  God  bless  thee  my  son,  the  son  of  oiy 
vows,  and  my  companion  in  travel.  Peg,  God 
be  gracious  to  thee  my  daughter,  and  give  thee 
favour  in  sight  of  the  man,  that  thoa  may** 
est  lay  at  his  feet,  and  find  grace  in  his  sight, 

w.  a 


LETTER  XXVII, 

TO  THE  SAME. 
My  Dear  Brother  and  Sister  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christy 

Grace,  mercy,  and  peace  be  with  yon.  I 
{im  still  in  the  land  of  the  living,  but  rather 
poorly  for  this  day  or  two,  through  the  sud<ien 
alteration  of  weather  3  but  as  long  as  we  are  in 
this  world,  bonds  and  afflictions  abide  us;  and 
these  inform  us  that  this  is  not  our  rest ;.  here 
we  have  no  continuing  city,  but  we  seek  one  to 
come,  and  whether  our  Beloved  is  goue  we  know^ 
and  the  way  we  know  :  and  sure  I  am  that  the 
wayfaring  men,  though  fools,  shall  not  err  in 
the  way.  The  voice  behind  us  which  at  first 
spoke  peace  to  us,  is  to  be  our  guide  even  unto 
death,        «^ 

I  am  at  present  full  of  .rheumatic  pains  all 
over,  I  think  the  weather  is  going  to  change. 
Oh,  that  we  were  but  safely  landed  in  the  hea* 
venly  country,  where  the  inhabitants  shall  no 
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more  say,  I  am  sick,  where  there  shall  be  no 
more  heat  and  cold;  but  till  we  arrive  there  we 
must  be  clogged,  bowed  down,  and  burdened 
with  this  wretch^  body  of  sia  aud  death,  which 
miserable    load  gets  more   and  'more  intoler- 
able 10  me.   But  through  grace,  the  inner  man 
isitill  alive  in  hope  and  faith,  and  is  often  look- 
ing out,  and  looking  forward  to  that  country 
which  Abraham  sought.     Were  it  not  for  this 
I  should  be  of  all  flesh  most  miserable,  sfck  of 
lire,  and  afraid  of  death;    but  the  faster  and 
hwvier  these  burdens  and  infirmities  come  on; 
the  sooner  will  they  be  over.  All  our  afflrctions 
»e  dealt  out  to  us  in  weight  arid  measure ;  what 
M  appointed  for  u&  we  shall  have  and  no  more. 
There  is  a  measure  of  the  sufferings  of  Christ 
to  fill  up,  and  when  that  measure  is  full,  fare- 
vcU  to  all  furnace- work;  but  till  this  is  finish* 
^i  we  must  die  daily,  the  old  man  must  wax 
leaker,  aud  the  new  man  must  be  renewed  day 
^y  day. 

Next  Tuesday  I  set  off  for  Petersham,  and 
*hall  preach  on  Wednesday  at  Richmond,  where 
I  hope  to  meet  James,  iix  company  with  —  . 
I  have  great  success  in  the  work  in  these  Woods, 
•ttch  a^  I  think  I  never  saw  before;  and  most 
certainly  it  will  appear  when  Gocf  writes  up 
^e  people,  that  this  and  that  man  was  born 
bere. 

Ood  bless  yotj,  W.  H.  S.  S* 
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LETTER  XXVIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Grantham.' 
Grace  and  peace  be  wiUi  you. 

I  WAS  sorry  to  hear  my  poor  dear  friend 
had  got  his  old  disorder  returned  upon  him; 
but  we  must  come  to  our  end  some  way  or 
other.  God  has  not  hurled  you,  as  Job  speaks, 
out  of  your  place  like  a  storm ;  nor  like  a  tem- 
pest stolen  you  away  in  the  night,  Job,  xxvii. 
go,  81.  "The  wicked  is  driven  away  in  his 
wickedness/'  as  you  have  often  seen  it  all  round 
your  neighbourhood.  You  are  gently  gathered, 
not  hastily  plucked.  God  takes  dowii  your 
tabernacle  a  pin  at  a  time,  and  loosens  the 
cords  as  you  are  able  to  bear  it.  God  comes 
not  to  you,  my  dear  friend,  like  a  thi^f  in  the 
night ;  but  knocks  at  the  door,  time  after  time, 
and  gives  you  kind,  ipild,  and  gentle  warnings'; 
but  no  killing  rebukes,  no  terrible  alarms,  no 
threatening  judgments:  and  this  I  have  long 
observed,  yea,  and  I  have  admired  his  kindness 
in  it. 

Should  you  meet  with  some  bands  in  •  your 
death,  wonder  not  at  it;  the  scriptures  say  the 
wicked  have  them  not.     God  sometimes  excN 
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cises  his  children  before  he  takes  them,  it  is 
their  last  furnace,  their  last  purging  draught, 
^d  sweet  refreshings  from  abov«  are  sure  to 
follow ;  his  favour  comes  like  a  cloud  of  the 
latter  rain.  Oh,  what  must  the  change  be,  to 
go  from  a  body  of  death  to  a  fulness  of  life, 
froun  a  bed  of  sickness  to  eternal  health ! 

Cjrod  makes  us  willing  In  the  day  of  his 
povsrer,  not  only  willing  at  first  conversion,  but 
filing  to  follow  him,  willing  to  bear  the  cross • 
wil  1  ing  what  be  commands,  and  working  in  us 
to    do  what  he  requires.    This  long  painful  ill- 
ne^s  will  make  my  dear  friend  willing  to  leave 
this   life  and  this  world,  it  being  labour  and 
soirx-ow,  vanity  and  vexation ;  hence  the  wise 
maxi  observes,  "  It  is  better  to  go  to  the  house 
of     mourning,   th^n  to  the  house  of  feasting; 
•o^Ti-ow  is  better  than  laughter ;  and  the  day  of 
death  better  than  the  day  of  one's  birth.'*   The 
ctect  are  born  to  trouble,  but  they  die  to  trou- 
ble, and  to  all  sorrow  for  ever ;  for  sorrow  and 
sighing  are  to  flee  away.     My  kind  love  to  all 
friends. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


JV 
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LETTER   XXX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

_  • 

•    Detrlj  BcloVed  in  the  Lord, 

Grace  and  peace  be  with  thee  througl 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  Never  my  dear,  friends 
did  I  see  more  need  of  my  coming  to  any  plae< 
than  to  this ;  nor  have  I  had  one  dead  barrei 
time  in  the  pulpit  since  I  have  been  here*  A 
spiritual  .fast  is  a  great  blessing ;  the  peopli 
camie  with  a  sharp  appetite ;  and  to  a  hungrj 
people  God  sends  his  Pastors  in  the  fulness  ol 
the  blessings  of  the  gospel  of  peace.     The 

young  B 's  were  sadly  down,   the  M— *i 

at  a  very  low  ebb,  but  every  soul  is  revived, 
and  never  was  this  chapel  filled  so  before ;  and 
surely  God  is  with  us. 

I  feel  the  benefits  and  the  blessing  of  speak* 
ing  to  a  people  that  are  not  too  full  fed»  as 
they  are  at  Providence.  What  passes  for  light 
food  there  is  swallowed  up  here,  and  not  frag- 
ments enough  left  to  fill  one  basket  I  hiave 
preached  every  discourse  out  of  the  sixth  chap- 
ter of  the  Hebrews,  and  not  a  few  in  Satan's 
trap  are  let  out  One  gentleman  yesterday  put 
six  guineas  into  my  hand ;  so  I  keep  on  sowing 
spirituals  and  reaping  carnals^  1  Con  ix.  II. 
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I  hope  after  this  long  fast  at  Pf ovidence, 
tlieit  will .  be  Mine  appetite  for  the  savoury 
meat;  and  you  know  the  blessing  is  upon  tht 
head  of  all  that  hunger  after  the  fatted  calf^ 
the  Lamb  of  God,  and  the  living  bread ;  and 
this  hungry  belly  is  not  to  be  filled  too  full  in 
this  life,  lest  Israel  wax  fat  and  kick :  but  in 
the  world  to  come  we  shall  be  filled  with  all 
his  fulness— then,  it  is  said,  ^^  They  shall  hun« 
ger  DO  more,  neither  thirst  any  more,  neither 
shall  the  sun"  of  persecution  ''^  Kght  on  them, 
nor  any  heat."  For  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the 
midst  of  the  throne,  shall  feed  us  to  the  full; 
fill  us  with  light  from  his  sWeet  face,  and  with 
love,  joy,  and  peace  from  his  heart :  and  the 
more  we  are  kept  on  shbrt  commons  in  this 
life,  the  greater  and  sweeter  will  the  marriage- 
wpper  of  the  Lamb  be.  God  has  preserved 
ttd  appointed  our  good  things  to  come  last ; 
"Thou,*'  says  Abraham  to  the  rich  man,  "  hast 
received  thy  good  things,  and  likewise  Lazarus 
^il  things :  but  now  he  is  comforted,  and  thou 
W  tormented." 

This  day  is  Saturday;  I  hope  to  preach  to- 
morrow, on  Monday,  and  on  Tuesday  evenings; 
'^^  on  Wednesday  morning  set  my  face  for 
I^ndon,  where  I  hope  to  arrive  by  four  o'clock. 
Rfewell,  be  of  good  cheer,  Christ  loves  all  that 
love  him,  and  will  reward  them  that  fear  him^ 
Ad,  <'  Wt  know  that  we  have  passed  from 
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death  unto  liife,  hecam^/^lQy^  ^^  hteXhtfuJ 
Graoe,  mercy,  and  pep^e^  he  .^iUjt  yjf>u^  i|  -^ 
daily  prayer  of  =        '        ;  :  -^  : 

Peaiiy  fielovadj 

Youcs  im  tho  liovd^  .  . 

W/H.S.S 
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LETTER   XXXI. 

TO  ^lE  SAME, 


My  Dearly  BtWcd  pTi^nds  in  the  Lord^ 

I  WISH  grace  and  peace  to  be  with  you^ 
together  with  faith  and  hope^  life  and  love< 
Asvor  bodily  health  or  strength^  worldly  peace 
or  prosperity,  gains  or  profits,  riches  or  honours^ 
favour  or  affection,  kindness  or  civil  treatment 
from  this  world— let  it  not  be  once  expected, 
:nor  once  mentioned  among  you  as  becometh 
saints,  for  these  things  are  not  in  the  covenant, 
they  are  no  part  of  the  better  inheritance ;  for 
these  things  are  seen,  but  the  great  reward  of 
inheritance  is  not  seen;  these  are  tei^poral,,  but 
the  portion  is  eternal. 

But  is  there  no  better  reward  for  present 
services,  even  in  this  life,  than  tempprd  things? 
O  yes!  bis  favour  ifi  better  than  life  itself,  aiid 
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hh  oountenance  is  as  a  cLwd  of  the  l^ter  ra^ 
irbich  (^en  distils  precious  drops;  which  serve 
to  soften  the  clods,  «jid  prepare  it  for  the  re« 
ttptioa  of  the  word  of  life^  which  $iuk;s  dawu 
deep  and  takes  root,  af t^r  it  has  been  made  sof% 
with  the  showers.  Let  us  glory  in  our  i<nfii^ 
niities,  for  these  keep  us  from  confidence  in 
tbe  flesh ;  let  us  glory  in  reproaches,  for  these 
icep  us  from  having  fellowship  with  the  un- 
fruitful works  of  darkness— for  he  that  is  (k 
friend  of  the  world  is  the  enemy  of  God-  Let 
^  triumph  in  our  bodily  afllictions,  for  when 
tfcc  Outward  man  decay^i  the  inward  man  is  re* 
Aewed  day  .by  day ;  and  even  bodily  piains  ar^ 
intended  .to  eject  us  oui  of  this  earthly  Kouse^ 
that  we  may  be  admitted  into  our  house  that  is 
fi^om  above;,  where  th($  inhabitants  sbajU  no 
wore  say,  i  am  sack.  Seeing  we  h^ve  such 
iopQ  what  have  we  to  fear,  seeing  our  whole 
w^k  js  to  cleave-  to  Christ,  to  follow  p^ace, 
^nd  to  endeavour  tp  please  conscience  ?  And 
^•caa  we  be  poor  tliat  have  got  God  for  our 
♦ortwn?  This  is  not  our  rest  because  it  is  pol- 
^ttted,  this  is  not  our  home  nor  our  dwelling 
place;  and  we  are  called  strangers,  pilgrim^ 
and  wayfarkig  men;  and  we  know  we  have 
torued  the  comer,  gained  the  summit,  and  are 
going  down  the  hill.^ 

The  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death  is  at  the 
bottom,  and  then  comes  the  river  Jordan,  and 
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'<m  the  other  side  is  the  chief  mountain,  llie 
fountain  of  life,  and  the  eyerlasting  hills;  on 
the  top  of  which  this  world  will  look  like  the 
drop  of  a  bucket,  and  all  its  formidable  inhab- 
itants as  grasshoppers,  and  as  the  dust  of  a 
l>alance:  less  than  nothing,  and  lighter  than 
vanity.  -     *   .    .< 

•  Oh  I  my  sweet  ones,  the  joy  of  my  heart,  and 
the  crown  of  my  rejoicing  in  jhat  day,  set  your 
hearts  on  this  heavenly  country,  where  we  shall 
see  our  beat  Beloved,  and'erijby  each  bther*s 
company  and  conversation  for  evermore.  No 
lion  shall  be  there,  nor  any  ravenous  beast 
shall  be  found  there ;  the  lion's  den  will  be 
removed  from  the  heavenly  nlansions.  The 
sumptuous  glutton  and  hungry  Lazarus  shall 
be  separated  by  an  infinite  chasm,  and  over 
that  gulf  they  shall  never  pass.  What  is  our 
life  but  a  vapour  ?  arid  what  is  our  time  in  this 
world  but  a  span  long,  or  a  hand's  breadth?  and 
all  the  world  but  a  bubble. 

A  young  professing  woman  in  this  place, 
upon  the  eve  of  marriage,  died  yesterday;  but 
our  match  is  for  ever,  and  in  this  no  dissolution 
nor  di5appointment. 

Ever  yours, 

W.  H.  S.  S, 
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XKTTER   XXX JI. 

TO  THC  same. 
Dnrljr  Bebvtd  m  te  )^rd» 

I  WISH  above,  all  things  that  you  may 
prosper,  thrive^  ana  grow»  which  God  promises 
shall  be  the  case  of  those  who  are  planted  in 
tiie  house  of  the  Lord.  The  flesh  is  a  corrupt 
soil,  and  we  are  by_nature  rooted  in  it;  and 
the  soul  being  rooted,  influenced,  actuated,  and 
led  by  the  fleshy  makes  the  soul  a  corrupt  tree 
which  cannot  bring  forth,  good  fruit;  hence 
comes  the  needs  be  for  convictions,  law-terrors, 
teinptati(ms,  and  sore  trials,  to  lt)Osen  the  roots 
^  the  soul,  and  to  raise  it  up  and  root  it  out  of 
Ae  old  soil  of  flesh  and  blood,  that  it  may  be 
J^ted  in  the  Lord  JesnS)  and  draw  heavenly 
Jnoisture,  heavenly  treasure,  and  heavenly  sa- 
tisfaction from  him. 

Although  the  soul  is  prone  to  seek  and  settle 

^  ^  old  mould  again,  yet  the  daily  cross  still 

^iisettles  the  soul,  and  keeps  this  union  from 

•taking  place;  hence  it  is  that  the  motins  of 

•in  in  the  body  work  in  the  soul  to  bring  forth 

fruit  unto  death.    "  They  thut  are  iti  the  6eih 

F 
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cannot  please  God/'  because  the  flesh  leada 
the  soul  captive ;  but  the  daily  cross  suffers  not 
these  to  unite,  and  the  word  of  God  often 
preached  and  often  heard,  affords  other  eater* 
tainment  for  the  soul.  It  feeds  the  mind  with 
divine  things,  which  makes-  the  soul  alive  tc 
them ;  ^'  To  be  heayenly*minded  is  life  and 
peace.**.  Be  contented. with  these  scraps. 

W.  H.  S.  S 


.  # 


LEITER   XXXni. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
To   the  old  Invalids. 
Beloved, 

The  Doctor  wishes  grace^  mercy,  am 
peace  to  the  old  ^ioldiers  who  are  creeping  inti 
winter  quarters;  It  is  written  in  our  laws,  tha 
there  was  a  commandment  which  went  fprtl 
from  the  King  of  Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords 
eighteen  hundred  years  ago,  that  the  poor,  th 
halt,  the  lame,  and  the  blind,  were  to  be  in 
vited,  compelled,  yea,  brought  in  to  be  present 
and  to  be  guests  at  the  marriage-supper  of  th 
Lamb*    This  command  has  never  been  recall 

• 

ed ;    this  law  :}ias  nevf r  been  repealed,  *  bu 
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Stands  in  full  force  to  this  dav.  like  the  laws  of 
the  Medes  and  Persians,  which  alter  not. 

It  is  also  appointed  and  decreed  by  an  unaU 
terable  statute^  that  all  old  soldiers  or  invalids^^ 
vbo  have  b^eh  eng;aged  on  the  Lord  s  side 
against  the  world,  th^  flesh,  and  the  devil,  that 
the^  upon  being  dismissed  from  service  shall 
lutve  a  pension  settled  upon  themi  and  shall  be 
fiec  from  war  for  ever  af  ter«. 

Aud  it  IS  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  that  id  case  these  soldiers. have  con« 
tinned  and  appeared:  e^taunch  to  hif  Majesty^s 
interest,  and  have  not  been  finally  overcome  by 
the  King^s  enemies,  namely^-  the  World^  the 
flesh,  and  the  devil,  so  as  to  be  drawn  away 
from  his  Majesty's -service,  and  to  engage  with 
the  rebels  igainjst,  the  King  and  his. forces  as 
aforesaid;  it  is  decreed,  ordained,  and  immu- 
tably fixed  by  an  eternal,  mandate,  that  ^uch 
shall  wear  a  crown  in  token  of  royalty,  loyal- 
ty, and  victory;  and  that  they  shail  have  a 
branch  of  palm  in  their  hands,^  a  token  of  eter- 
nal triumph^;  and  shall -shout  among  all  the 
King's  worthies,  ••  Salvation  to  him  that  sitteth 
wpon  the  '4^hrone,'  to  the  Lamb  for  ever  and 
ever."  "^Long"  live  the  King !  Long  live  the 
King!     -  '    ;^' 

W.  H.  S-  S. 


Fs 
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:  LKn!ER  XXXIV. 

TO  TUB  SAMft. 

•  •    ••    ••■■    ^  .      .     •  ■  » 

•  •       ■ 

My  poor  old  Dears  little  think  wbtt  a  glet 
and  heavenly  sensation  rolled  over  my  mind 
when  I  gave  my  last  took  at  them  getting  hito 
the  coach,  at  the  thought  of  going  shbrtiy  lo 
our  eternal  home  and  safe  abode ;  where  I  doubt 
not  but  We  ^all  all  meet  in  a  more  comfbrtdble^ 
more  lasting,  and  more  uninterrupted  frame 
tod  state  than  ever  we  baye  enjoyed  in  this 
life.  I  looked  back  upon  you  with  pleaiiire, 
and  with  unspeakable  delight,  and  something 
of  heaven  springing  up  in  my  heart,  seeming 
to  say.  Ere  long  you  will  all  be  gone,  and  talk 
Over  agiun  the  things  which  are  so  imperfectiy 
known  in  this  vain  world.  I  cannot  describe 
what  I  felt,  but  something  yet  to  come  shall 
imake  it  nianifest 

Ever  yours, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER   XXXV. 

*    To'tllE  SAME. 

DowDham,  Friday  Morning, 

••    •        ...•-.•      .     .  ,- 
Beloved  in  the  Lord^ 

We  arrived  liere  safe  la^t  ijiglit  soon  after 
iii(  o'clock,  and  were  very  kinflly  received. 
Many  of  the  people  round  the  country  have 
mi4e  ^reat^  enquiries  whea  t  should  come, 
^lerefpre  I  have  hope  of  a  good  company  to 
Ittf  mCi  and  of  sottie  success  among  the  hear* 
era;  but  this  work  lays  with  the  Lord.  I  am 
4t  present  in  thyself  father  low  and  flat,  much 
»o|re  in  the  valley  than  on  the  mount;  more 
fljffkucss.  thanlljghtj,  more  rough  paths  than 
plain,  and  more  appetite  than  food.  It  ilL 
however,  becomes'  ipe  i&  cotnplainv  knowing 
that  nothing  but  soyibreign  ^irace  makes  the 
difference  between  tll6  hdr  Of  ^omise  and  the 
•OAof  perditioqu  '      ' 

I  do  long  to  see  the  word  run  and  be  glori* 
ficdy  but  ours  are  not  days  of  great  success. 
In  our  days  we  labour  much  fpf  little  fruity 
lAnqh  plowing  and  sowing,  bul;  little  crops,  lit* 
^  reaping,  and  small  harvests.  We  labour, 
bnt  the  time  will  come  when  othiers  will  enter 
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into  our  labburs,  and  reap  what  we  have  sown. 
The  Arminians  have  built  a  place  at  Littleport, 
and  now  they  have  opened  a  house  at  Down* 
ham  ;  but  still  their  end  will  be  according  to 
their  works.  We  must  have  a  daily  cross,  and 
daily  oppositions;  but  this  we  do  know,  that 
no  vessel  but  a  vessel  of  mercy  can  sail  both 
against  wind  and  tide.  It  is  not  the  first  but 
the  last  in  the  heavenly  race,  that  wins  the 
prize ;  and  this  no  Anninian  ever  saw. 

I  am 'now  on  my  watch-tower,  hoping,  beg^ 
gins:,  and  expecting  that  the  Master  will  come 
at  the  sec  >nd  or  the  third  watch  i  at  least  at 
the  cock-crow  in  jr,  or  in  the  morning;  for  sure 
I  am  that  unless  the  Master  bless  the  sacrifice, 
the  guests  that  are  bidden  cannot  be  satisfied. 
There  is  bread  enough  in  our  Father^s  house, 
and  wines  plenty  on  the  lees,  but  the  feasts  are 
too,  too  seldom;  the  Master  is  rich,  but  all  the 
servants  are  poor. 

When  first  he  woos,  dnd  wins,  and  draws  our 
hands  to  the  plough,  how  kind,  how  liberal, 
how  bountiful,  he  doth  ap|)ear.  So  tender,  so 
indulgent,  so  sympathetic,  that  he  comes  leap^ 
ing  upon  the  mountains,  and  skipping  upon  the 
hills,  as  soon  as  his  promised  aid  is  sought. 
But  when  )0ur  h^nds  are  fast  to  the  plough* 
handles,  thtq  there  is  a  suspension  of' these 
soul-dissolving  visits.  Sntiles  are  exchanged 
for  frowns,  embraces  for  refrainings,  visits  fi»r 
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desertions,  and  kisses  for  strokes;  then  the 
time  is  come  that  we  desire  to  see  one  of  the 
days  of  the  Son  of  Man,  and  we  desire  in  vain. 
Nevertheless  faith  holds  her  own* 

Ever  yours, 
The  Heir  at  law, 
W.  H.  S.  S. 


/. 
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LETTER.  XXXVI. 


TO  tilE  SAME.' 


Afy  dearly  bcIoTed  ChiUren  in  faith  and  bopt,    .    . 

I  AH  safe  arrived  without  ai^y  ^cident 

'^^r  Mrs.  M— ^^ — is  much-better,  only- given 

*P  much  to  pensiveness,  aitd  mts  3.>litary ;.  sit- 

^^^  up  late  at  night, -and  risinj?  late  in  the 

®^i"ning,  which  I  do  not  like;  ryet  I  think  she 

^U  come  out  bri^t  in  timr.     Her/e.  arc  not  a 

'^^  in  «oul-sufferings,'  and,  who  njeed  tiie-great 

'^'^ysician  ;  and  I  have  hope  that  he  will  heal 

^  "Well  as  wounds'  •'  ^ 

1*he  iarmers  here  .aTe^i^veryjrich,  and  live 

'^^'^tiewhat  like  the  London  citizens;  but  I  envy 

^^m  npt^  for  all  seem  to  walkrupon  a  snare. 

"^^ps  are  set  ,foD:  them  in  the  ground  during 

^H  famine^  anfi  the  gin  takes  them  by  the 

\^^1;  while  the  poor  in  apirit  by!  .their  cries  to 
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God  tread  them  down^  and  the  MttpM  of  tibm 
needy  crush  them;  but  they  are  not  in  thia 
secret.  They  are  not  in  God's  privy  councU* 
nor  does  he  commit  hijnaelf  nnto  them,  becau— 
they  are  not  the  Bridegroom's  friends;  he 
knows  them,  but  it  is  with  a  knowledge  of  re- 
probation, disdain,  and  disapprobation.  We 
are  the  folks  notwithstanding  our  being  turned 
over  into  the  hand  of  the  oppressor ;  it  is  the 
grinder's  harvest,  and  ours  also.  Their  sudden 
destruction  must  be  at  hand,  or  God  would 
never  suffer  them  to  ripen  to  fast.  Every  sin^ 
ner  must  fill  his  measure ;  and  there  has  been 
more  put  into  that  cup  these  five  last  years^ 
than  there  was  in  twenty  years  befi[>re. 

Sure  1  am  that  the  poor  saints  are  all  on  their 
wttch*tower;  God  baa  drawn  all  tlieir  eyel 
upon  himself  and  upon  his  works,  to  see  what 
he  is  at«  and  where  it  will  end ;  and  I  still  have 
a  pestilence  before  me :  I  may  be  wrong,  but 
nothing  but  time  can  convince  me.  Strange 
things  will  soon  appear  in  the  world ;  our 
hopes  and  expectations  will  not  always  lay  ia 
suspense;  wisdom  will  direct  us,  and  divine 
goodness  will  provide :  judgment  must  cetum 
and  \nndicace  the  righteous,  and  destroy  the 
wicked,  that  the  upright  in  heart  may  not  be 
at  a  loss  which  course  to  steer*  The  inftenaible 
^  is  swimming  in  red  .  port,  and  often 

alanned  by  the  death  of  one  or  another,  and 


75 

when  sick  has  a  whole  tribe  of  attendants ;  and 
though  he  denies  the  Bible,  he  claims  heaven 
at  his  own:  but  we  never  should  have  known 
that  there  bad  bee^-a  he^^ven,  if^Iivine  revela- 
tion bad  not  mad«  4t  kn^w-ii  ;^;^nd  how  any  can 
expect  such:a  country,  and  deny  the  authority 
of. the  book  that  briqgs  it  to  light,  is  a  mystery. 
But  the,  ways  pf  the  wi^l^^  ^ir^  crooked,  and 
th^  frowiard  in.  tlieir  paths. 

Here  is. a  little  flpck  in  this  place  all  water-^ 
folks,  threeK)f  whigh  haye  visited  me,  but  they 
are  not  unctuous.  J  bj;}ieve  old  Provi(!ence  is 
sot  inferior  to  any  other. Qbur<rh^s,  far  from  it; 
but  the  day/ of  accounts,  will  shew  all  this. 
Our  bitterBe8sJs.better.th^:.this  world  5  honey, 
our  scHTOWS  J&ur . beypndf  tfeeir  joys,  our  poverty 
belter  than;  their.,  .wftaltb,  o^r  cross  is  .better 
than  their  crqwuf  oar  afflictions  are  better  than 
ill  their rOomforts,  ^nd  O^r  appetites  aiuLhunger 
better,  than  tlieir  .entertainments  and  fullnebs. 
"The  wages  ofcsida^* death;'!  but,  jt"  wcsuflex 
« shall  ceigu ; ;if;we  die  to  thij^Tgorld  ,w^  shall 
five.  Tbiftjworl^  i^agpofl  serva^i^,  but  a  bad 
wster;  X  very  good  inn^  but  a  ^ad  hgn^e;  a 
comfortable  bf^er^l^nchcioni^^  or  bait,  but  a  sad 
toheniance.    Dear  rS9uLs[,  adii^u.!  .,  .  ^ 

■  ;  God  blesfr  you  all. 

,  ^   .  ^V,  11.  S,  ^, 


^    • 


*  •       "  »^  •    -         V-    .......   .  4.  i  — 
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tBTTER  XXXVII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Bdoved, 

I  AM  now  within  twelve  miles  of  Cattle 
Howard,  the  seat  of  Lord  Carlisle,  and  shall 
pass  it  on  Monday  next  in  my  way  home.  My 
success  seems  to  he  exceeding  great,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  but  God  sent  me  here.  I  am  now  at 
Helmsley  Blackmoor,  in  the  north  riding  of 
York,  and  twenty  four  miles  beyond  the  city 
of  York. 

I  find  many  here  pooti  and  needy  in  soul,  and 
these  are  blessed  indeed.  One  poor  old  farhier 
has  followed  me  more  than  two  hundred  miles, 
and  last  night  he  dropped  his  chains.  This 
morning  he  came  to  visit  me  with  the  rays  of 
the  sun  on  his  face,  and  the  wings  of  a  dove  on 
his  back ;  and  no  less  than  three  more  have 
heard  the  jubilee,  and  felt  their  release.  I  have 
no  call  to  tell  you  that  the  eyes  of  these  seeing 
me,  bless  me ;  and  their  ears  hearing  me  give 
witness  to  me.  I  have  invitations  from  all 
quarters,  and  might  soon  become  a,Bishop  at 
large. 

I  preached  first  at  Grantham  on  Friday  night, 
and  was  almost  melted  ;  on  Sunday  twice,  on 
Monday  evening  at  Newark,  and  on  Tuesday 
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evening  at  Ketford.  On  Wednesday  I  went  to 
Sherborne,  but  finding  but  one  professing  man, 
the  man  who  in^iiuied  mey'-an4  being  informed 
that  the  little  lowri ' was  "Ituifecl^ with  fnipty 
Clitics  and  hypoci^tes,  IfSll^^iito  a  bad  humour, 
aiid  finding  there  were  none  poor  and  neddy,  or 
dlaA  wished  to  hea^r  me,;  I  sent  six  miles  for  a 
]K>st  chaise,  ^ndreaehed  Elvington,  six  miles 
below:York,  that/niglit. ;  l  then  sent  the  poor 
old  farmer  before  to  Helmsley,  to  inform  them 
that  I  wpuld  preach  to  them  t)n  Thursday  and 
-ink  Friday  evenings ;  and  he  readied  Helmsley 
about'  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  I  arrived 
about  four  hours  after,  and  preached  to  not  less 
than  six  hundred,  -as  ^it  was  conjectured,  and 
last  night  to  a  Atll  house ;  to-morrow  I  intend 
to  preach  :  twicer  and  on  Monday  set  off  for 
Newark,  Tuesday  evening,  Wednesday,  and 
Thursday  night  at  Grantham;  on  Friday  I  steer 
my  course  to  Ely,  Dpwnham,  and  Littleport, 
and  then  for  Cricklewood  if  God  permit. 

I  am  at  a  farm-house-  ofi  a  pleasant  and  beau- 

tiFul  hill;   my  bost  has  been  in  irons,  so  we 

agree  well,   biit  I  have  a  mile  to  walk  every 

tAghx  after  I  have  done,  and  the  way  almost  all 

v^P  hill;  this  tires  me  beyond  measure,  but  the 

ctoss  must  attend  us.     Kind  love  to  Peg  and 

J^njes.    So  concludes 

The  servant  of  servants, 

W.  H.  SS, 


LETTER  XXXVIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
D.>s     ify  B«b*«l  IB  the  ]Um<1> 

I  AH  now  with  friend  L  and  die  Wei 

Ambassador  is  with  me.   I  preached  at  Otfoi 

Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  at  Cranbrook  Thu; 

day  and  Friday ;  and  Mr.  J.  came  to  me  li 

night  being  Friday  evening,     I  have  been  W( 

attezided,  but  the  first  two  days  the  weatb 

was  cold  and  very  unfavourable,  but  now  i| 

warm,  showery,  and  blessed  growing  we^tlM 

I  have  found  the  people  at  Cranbrook  co] 

and  rather  dead ;  nor  have  I  been  very  live 

myself,  having  been  but  little  alone*    The  li 

and  soul  of  real  religion  lays  in  being  alone  wi 

God,  and  in  seeking  his  blessed  face  by  huml) 

prayer;  and  the  little  Cabin  and  my  ownl>€ 

chamber  at  Cricklewood,  are  the  favourite  ai 

consecrated  spots  for  this  business.    Seek  1: 

face,  my  dear  friends,^  and  let  no  reproofs,  i 

rebukes,  ho  clmstisements,  no  crosses,  no  di 

couragements  dttmp  your  spirits  at  this.     B 

member,  the.rod  of  6od  is  not  upon  the  wiel 

ed,  it  is  theotk  thattrod  loves  that  he  clteteB 

chastisements  are  thd^Tot  of  sons  not  of  sei 

vants.    God  bless  you.    I  do  not,  I  cannc 

forget  you  in  my  poor  prayers. 

Ever  yours  in  Christ  Jesus. 

THE  DOCTOR. 
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LETTER  XXXIX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

•  •  •  » 

HtMr  «t  law  to  his  venerable  and  dearly  beloved 
Paruits,  ieodeth  greeting. 

FaITP  luid  hope  ai:e  no\v  with  me,  and 
both  prophesy  good  of  the  Doctor  with  one 
cmM^ut;  and  as  far  as  I  can  jmder stand  their 
still  small  voice,  they  tfsll  nie  that  the  adversa^ 
17  and  tuemy^  I  mean  wicked  Ham.an,  >viil  not 
prevail  against  the  Coalheaven  Bat  that  tliis 
trap  that  is  aiet  will  catch  himself,  and  put  a 
final  stop  to  his  profession,  his  writing,  his 
preaching,  and  his  believing  and  hoping;  and 
that  he  will  be  abashed^  ashamed,  confounded^ 
ruined,  and  periah  in  his  own  corruption,  for 
•*  Our  God  is  not  mocked." 
I  have  written  four  letters  this  day,  craving 

the  prayers  of  all  the  jQock  against ,    and 

Ik  will  find  in  the.  end  that  the  church  is  as 
terrible  as  an  army  with  banners.  Grod  bless 
^y  imt  friends  for  evermore.    3o  prays 

TheHtiratLaw. 

W.ttSS. 
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LETTER    XL. 

to  THE  SaMIS. 

The  Heir  at  law  to  his  agod  and  Jk^igp  Pareotf »  aeodettf 
greeting,  with  perfect  peace,  and  .at  tiicli  a  time. 

I  WAS  glad  to  hear  that  poor  J^roes  is. 
better;  life  atid  death  now  is  in  the  hand  of 
6ur  Lord,  he  has  conquered 'b<Kh  death,  and  tktf 
grave,  and  we  are  inVnion  with  the  resnrrec-' 
tion  and  the  life.  Hra  rij^htebusness  is"  our 
breast-plate,  through  which  the  devil's  darts 
cannot  penetrate,  through  wliicH  the  curse  of 
the  law  cannot  enter,  and  against  which  death's 
attacks  can  make  no  impression. 

The  soul  is  alive  for  evermore,  hope  is  its 
anchor,  and  God  its  shield  ;  truth  iV  its 'girdle* 
and  peace  it$  ammunition  shoes;  the  Sjpirit  is^ 
its  possessor,  and  Christ  its  owner;  and  he 
wifl  never  lose  his  right,  nor  give  up  his  charge: 
**  He  that  believeth  shall  never  die  ;"  **  on  such 
the  second  death  hath  no  power."  The  l>ody^\ 
the  clog^  the  burthen,  the  body  of  death,  the 
weaker  part  shall  go  to  the  wall-— and  this  is  all 
that  tie  devil  (fan  bo^ist  of  with  respect  to  the 
saints:^ and  these  shall  be  raised  again,  and 
then  the  devil,  the  king  of  darkness  and  of 
{.ride,  the  famous  god  of  this  world  shall  b« 
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judged  by  the  saints,  and  we  shall  accuse  and 
condemn  him  that  has  so  often  accused  and 
condemned  us.  We  shall  take  them  captive 
whose  captives  we  were,  and  rule  over  our  op- 
pressors ;  then  shall  the  poor/  despised  flock  of 
Christ  be  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners. 

All  these  things  we  have  in  hope,  and  hope 
is  steadfast^  and  what  we  have  got  in  hope  we 
lihallsoon  have  in  hand;  for,  '^  Faith  is  the 
Mbctance  of  things  hoped  for,  the  evidence  of 
thmgs  not  seen.^  Every  heavenly  smile,  every 
eohigement,  every  indulgence^  every  comfort^ 
every  promise,  every  ddiverahce,  all  succour 
md  all  support,  are  so  many  pledges,  earnests, 
foretastes,  and  first-fruits  of  the  future  and 
blessed  inheritance. 

Our  Lord  will  give  us  a  few  tastes  of  these 
just  to  l^t  us  know  that  our  Redeemer  liveth, 
'and  that  we  are  hot  forgotten  of  him.  But  the 
new  and  good  wine  must  be  kept  till  the  last, 
when  we  shall  drink  so  as  to  forget  our  pover- 
ty, and  semember  our  misery  no  more  for  ever. 
Farewell ;   grace,   mercy,  and  peace .  be  with 

jou. 

So  prays 

THE  DOCTOR. 


so 
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tETTEK  XLL 

TO  TUB  iAU9. 
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It  is  agreeable  tdiay  ^mise  tbut  I  ieri4 
a  feir  scraps  to  my  bid  domputans  ^u  trntd. 
Mr.  B.  met  us  many  mUes  <)d  the  roadi-Md*  was 
Tcry  glad  to  seexne.  We. arri^ml.  sale  Md .  ja 
gootl  time,  and  I  beUeve  I  ooo-tumedmy  wi^ 
mon  with— —J  for  near  ibirty  miles  wich  little 
intermission;  She  seems  exceeding  l^w^  MOd 
low  she  must  and  will  go  if  she  belongs  to  Jte 
Boyal  family  of  the  house  of  Da\id,  botDnly 
to  discover  the  ain  of  her  nature  and  the  follies 
of  her  life,  but  to  stir  up  and  purge  out  ^tb^t 
ahe  has  been  for  fire  yeaia  tcraping  togetbor 
as  a  covering. 

The  new  cloth  well  never  agree  with  the  olfll 
garment,  and  especially  when  Uie  huttnud  web 
is  spun  first,  and  the  Lord's  wedding  garment 
of  white  linen  is  brought  forth  to  complete  it. 
Nor  will  the  new  wine  of  heavenly  joy  and 
love  remain  in  a  hard,  unfeeling,  and  insensible 
heart.  Heavy  and  lasting  afflictions  fill  the 
soul  with  trouble,  grief  and  sorrow,  and,  **  By 
sorrow  of  hearty  the  spirit  is  broken  ;**  and  it 
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is  d  broken  spirit  and  a  contrite  heart,  which  is 
the  new  bottle  The  new  wine  of  heavenly 
joy  in  a  broken  heart  will  not  swell  it  with  va* 
Uify,  nor  burst  it  with  pride;  a  new  heart  and 
» new  spirit,  both  these  are  preserved, accord- 
ing to  Chris  t^s  promise;  'nor  can  Satan  destroy 
cither. 

At  breakfast  this  morning  as  we  were  talking 
toj^ether  with  Mrs.  Bi  concerning  her  former 
troubles  and  present  hopes,  she  appearing 
broken-hearfed  arid  thankful  to  God  for  his 
inercy  to  her-7 — seemed  very  much  cut  up  and 
vept  bitterly,  and  has  been  shut  up  in  her  room 
ever  since.  As  for  me  I  fetch  all  my  hopes  o^ 
her  from  her  misery,  and  my  faith  tells  me  that 
her  heart  is  not  half  so  holy,  so  pure,  and  so 
gW)d  now  asjt  was  when  she  first  came  among. 
^;  and  1  hope,  to  roll  her  in  the  ditch  till  her 
ovn  clothes  abhor  her,  for  none  but  lunatics 
and  lepers  are  fitfx)r  our  infirmary,  and  indeed 
it  was  built  for  another  at  first. 

She  had  some  tlTne  ago  a  singular  dream,  of 
God  bringing  her  to  judgment  in  this  worlds 
^  it  appeiared  fb^me  a  very  scriptural  account 
of  the  judgnnient^  and  sharp  trial  of  a  poor  con- 
'^uiced  sidn^r:'  and  Iknow  that  God  fills  Zion 
^ith  judgment  aiid  riglitebusness ;  judgment 
fir?ti  and  righteousness  afterwards.  It  is  by 
the  spirit  of  judgment,  and  by  the  spirit  of 

G 
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burning,  that  our  guilt  and  filth  is  purged  fron 
us ;  and  tlie  devil  is  busy  enough  in  his  coii' 
stant  attendance  on  this  court,  to  see  how  th< 
matter  will  go,  in  hope  that  we  shall  eithe: 
hate  the  light,  fly  from  the  truth,  despair  of  hii 
mercy,  or  fly  in  the  face  of  the  Almighty. 

But,  we  have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father 
and  he  has  appeased  the  wrath  of  God  whicl 
was  provoked  at  our  sins :  and  God  will  no 
gratify  the  devil's  rage  in  condemning  us  pcio: 
debtors  and  our  ever-blessed  Surety  too,  for  ou 
Gbd  hates  the  devil  more  than  we  do.  He  suf 
fers  him  to  labour  hard  at  us,  and  to  try  hi 
infernal  skill  upon  us,  and  in  spite  of  all  satan* 
craft,  craft,  malice,  and  cunning,  we  remai 
just  where  we  were,  at  the  foot  of  Christ,  suia 
for  mercy  ;  and  I  do  believe  that  it  is  one  pai 
of  the  devil's  punishment  to  be  suffered  t< 
wreak  his  rage  on  the  vessels  of  mercy,  for  wha( 
can  he  a  greater  torment  than  to  labour  to  de- 
stroy those  his  envious  mind  abhors,  and  yet  to- 
labour  in  vain  ? 

How  desperate  do  we  see  apostates,  whose 
heart  God  has  turned  to  hate  his  people,  and 
to  deal  subtly  with  his  servants,  when  their 
rage  is  kindlcxi,  and  they  would  vvish  to  send 
us  out  of  this  world  and  from  all  the  glories 
of  anotlier — I  say,  how  desperate  they  arc  wlien 
they  find  they  can  do  us  no  hurt.  How  many 
javelins  did'Saul  throw  at  poor  David,  and  how 
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many  bitter  oaths,  threatenings,  and  sentences 
did  Saul  breathe  out  against  the  son  of  Jesse. 
Every  time  the  devil    entered   Saul  this  was 
Davids  perilous  case;  and  every  time  that  he 
checked  the  devil,  and  made  him  depart  from 
Saul,  then  Saul  cried,  **  Return  my  son  David, 
for  thou  art  more  righteous  than  I."  But  when 
nicn  are  given  up  to  the  devil,  they  are  not  to 
be  believed  though  they  speak  fair,  for  there 
Vc  seven  abominations  in  their  heart,  because 
like  Mary,  seven  devils  have  entered  into  them ; 
and  these  go  in  and  out  of  their  own  habita- 
tion, hut  still  It  is  under  the  strong  and  ruling 
hand  of  God,  or  else.  Wo  be  to  us. 

I  am  at  present  rather  low,  and  meek,  and 
have  been  kindly  indulged  in  prayer  both  last 
night  and  this  morning — for  which  kind  indulg- 
ence I  thank  my  God  ;  nor  have  I  neglected  to 
pray  for  the  poor  Dears  in  London.  These  lines 
as  well  as  my  prayers  are  intended  for  three. 

Ever  yours. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER  XUI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
J>e»rlj  bdo¥td  la  the  Lord, 

* 

I  WAS  and  still  am  grieved  to  see  you  so  Ul 
af  you  are  attending  to  that  shop;  you  reall/ 
hasten  your  own  end,  and  deprive  yourself  c^i 
little  wholesome  air,  which  in  your  state  is  so 
much  needed.  I  have  now  a  comfortable  be4» 
and  a  good  room  entirely  at  your  service ;  aii4 
there  is  no  want  of  any  thing,  nor  any  creatvurq 
in  the  way  to  mal^e  you  uneasy-<-^l  love  you, 
and  you  know  it 

It  is  my  earnest  desire  that  you  would  write 
to  N.  and  let  him  come,  and  weighiand  take  your 
goods,  as  you  will  want  nothing  here  but  your 
wearing  apparel;  and  here  are  drawers  upon 
drawers  for  all  your  clothes,  I  have  no  doubt 
but  the  adversary  is  busy  enough  with  carnal 
reason,  but  strength  shall  be  equal  to  thy  days; 
"  For  God  is  not  unrighteous,  to  forget  your 
work  and  labour  of  love,  which  ye  have  shewed 
toward  his  name,  in  that  ye  have  ministered  to 
the  saints  and  do  minister,*'  Heb.  vi.  ID,  Who- 
soever receiveth  whomsoever  I  send,  receiveth 
me,  and  him  that  sent  me,  John  xiii.  SO.  And 
he  that  receiveth  a  prophet,  a  righteous  man^  or 
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I  be|iav«r  ^i|  Christ,  he  nhall  receive  a  prophet*^ 
lewardi  w4  a  righteous  inan%  reward^  aod  this 
comes  from  the  God  of  truth,  the  lip^  of  truth— 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  himself.  Let  no  man  or 
devil  beguile  you  of  this  reward,  for  you  have 
received  me  into  your  faith,  heart,  conscience, 
and  affections;  and  I  know  that  Christ  sent 
me,  and  you  helieve  this,  and  received  me  as 
such,  and  therefore  did  receive  him  also. 
Moreover,  "  Ha  that  loveth  another  hath  ful- 
filled the  law,**  and,  "  lie  that  loveth  his  bro- 
ther  abideth  in  the  light,  and  there  is  none  oc- 
casion of  stumbling  in  him  ;"  for,  **  We  know 
that  we  are  passed  from  death  to  life,  because 
we  love  the  brethren."  And,  "  By  this,"  says 
the  Son  of  God,  "  shall  all  men  know  ye  are 
©y  disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to  another;" 
3Bd  I  know  that  you  love  nje,  and  God  knows 

Hove  you. 

It  is  true  we  are  poor,  worthless,  sinful 
wretches,  and  have  cause  daily  to  loath  our- 
selves on  the  account  of  the  evils  that  are  in  us, 
but  no  sclfrloathing  is  to  rob  us  or  deprive  us 
of  the  comforts  of  faith,  nor  of  the  comforts  of 
"^e  in  a  Saviour^  for  he  came  to  save  sinners, 
jea,  the  chief  of  sinners ;  nor  will  he  take  notice 
^f  any  other.  He  leaves  the  self-righteous  to 
^wel),  to  boast,  and  to  banter,  till  pride  becometh 
Aeir  ruin;.  *'  I  came  not  to  call  the  righteous." 

And  now  my  dear  Jtoies,  a^  God  has  pre* 
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pared  a  way  for  you,  and  provided  a  room 
your  reception,  a  dutiful  and  affectionate  son  to 
receive  you,  do  come,  and  bring  Mrs.  B.  with 
you,  it  is  my  wish.    God  bless  you. 

Ever  yours  in  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord. 

W.  H.    S.  SL 


LETTER    XLIIL 

TO   THE  SAME. 

Beloved, 

I  HAVE  preached  here  three  times,  and  am 
to  preach  here  again  to-morrow  evening,  and 
after  preaching  we  go  to  Downham.  The  fruits 
of  my  labour  do  very  visibly  appear;  I  have  been 
well  attended,  some  have  been  much  comforted, 
others  ai^  in  labour  and  soul  travail. 

The  people  of  Lakenheath  in  Suffolk  are 
constantly  here,  and  have  sent  me  a  present. 
My  whole  work  seems  now  to  be  that  of  com- 
forting, this  is  my  natural  element,  and  best  suits 
my  present  frame.  I  preached  on  Sunday  twice 
from  Prov.  xiv.  9,6;  and  last  night  from  Johniv. 
35 — 38.  The  people  begin  to  shew  us  no  small 
respect,  and  several  baskets  of  fruit  have  been 
sent  to  us.  We  are  going  to  day  to  see  a  woman 
who  has  been  long  ill,  and  who  was  much  com- 
forted the  last  year,  but  has  lamented  through  all 
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iher  illness,  and  complained  that  she  should  see 
my  sweet  face  no  more.  The  poor  woman  wept 
that  brought  the  tidings. 

I  have  been  greatly  indulged  in  private  prayer 
ever  since  I  have  been  out,  which  is  a  heaven 
upon  earth  to  me,    and  I  believe  that  . 

haslieard  to  her  comfort  and  establishment.  The, 
harvest  is  very  great,  the  crops  good,  and  the, 
weather  fine ;  for  which  I  bless  my  gracious  God. 
I  long  to  be  at  home. 

Ever  yours  in  the  best  of  all  bonds. 

THE  DOCTOR. 


LETTER    XLIV. 

TO   MRS.  B. 
Dear  Peg, 

Such  a  stroke  as  this  twenty-seven  years 
ago,  would  have  caused  our  hope  to  give  up  the 
ghost— but  being  a  little  stronger  in  the  Lord, 
faith  has  heavier  burthens  laid  on.  The  temple 
built  by  Solomon,  and  that  built  by  Cyrus  were 
both  burnt.  The  first  book  of  Samuel,  and  the 
thirtieth  chapter  came  to  my  mind  also,  toge- 
ther with  this  promise,  "  He  shall  not  be  afraid 
of  evil  tidings;  his  heart  is  fixed  trusting  in  the 
Lord.'* 
It  will  cause  a  little  rejoicing  among  the  Phi- 


Ustinps,  as  has  been  the  case  often;  they  once 
triumphed  glonously  when  the  ark  of  God  wa» 
taken,  supposing  that  Dagon  had  overcome  the 
God  of  Israel,  but  their  joy  was  but  shrrrt— the 
fall  of  Dagon,  the  Emrods  and  the  mice,  made 
fliem  glad  to  send  it  back  again,  and  &  trespass- 
offtrlng  with  it,  for  they  cried,  We  are  ail  de* 
stroyed,  for  his  hand  is  heav-j'  upon  us,  and  upon 
Dagon  our  God.  This  I  know  tliat  it  shall  \York 
for  our  good,  but  how  I  know  not;  if  I  did,  I 
must  waifc  by  sight  and  not  by  faith.  DfessGod 
we  are  not  in  beggary  yet,  nor  ever  shall.  I 
herein  enclose  you  a  trifle,  as  I  am  going  out,  ^ 
into  the  country. 

God  bless  thee, 


.1 )  ■■'  :■)  T.-rd  Irilnv/  .OTB 
J  "-f.-tf  ■i-AfT.;.'.  g;:-!  i!:i:.'i 


GLEANINGS  OF  THE  VINTAGE; 


OR 


LETTERS 


TO    THE    SPIRITUAL    JBDIPICATIQIf 


or  Tus 


CHURCH  OF  CHRIST; 


BT    TUB 


MEV,  IVILLIJM  HUNTINGTON,  S.  C. 

LkTE  MINISTER  OF  THE  GOSPEL, 

4T  FBOTIDXNCB   CHAPEL,    ORAT's    INK    LAVS. 


PART  II. 


•ludl  be  as  tiM  fliikiiig  of  m  oliye  tree,  and  at  the  gleamBg 

grapes  wlico  tbe  nntage  is  doa^  Isa.  xxi?.  IS. 

new  wine  is  found  in  the  closter,  and  one  saith,  Destroy  it  not, 
a  bkiMiq^  is  In  it,  Isa.  bi?.  8. 


LONDON  : 

rVRLIftOBO    BY    Z.    HUBTINOTON,    55y  RIOR    STREET, 

BI.00M8BURY. 

1813. 


r 

L 


Virii^Mirttr,  TooMOont^  CtaDceiy  Lmc,  liDadoa. 


A  CONCISE  ACCOUNT 


OF  TBI 


LAST  ILLNESS  AND  DEATH 


OF   THE 


REV.    W.    HUNTINGTON. 


THE  loss  of  a  distinguished  tninister,  raised  ^ 
uj>  and  set  for  the  defence  of  the  Gospel, ^who 
feared  not  the  face  of  man,  who  shunned  not  to 
declare  the  whole  counsel  of  God,  who  ceased 
not  to  teach  and  preach  Christ  Jesus,  both  in  sea* ' 
son  and  out  of  season,  must  have  been  felt  and 
acknowledged  by  the  church  of  God  in  every 
period  of  time.  But  in  the  present  day  M'hea 
the  shadows  of  the  evening  are  stretching  out; 
when  mere  profession  abounds,  and  the  love  of 
many  wax  cold ;  when  animosities  and  heart- 
risings  against  brethren  are  so  rife,  and  che- 
rished with  such  unbecoming  zeal ;  when  so 
many  ate  not  doers  of  the  word,  but  hearers 
only,  deceiving  themselves;  when  goodly  ap- 
parel and  the  gold  ring  take  precedencr  of  the 
poor,  thereby  constituting  themselves  jiuloes  of 
evil  thoughts;  when  so  little  or  pme  religion 
and  tmdefiled  before  God  and  the  Father  is 
known  by  its  fruits^   namely,  in  visiting  th« 
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fatherless  and  widows  in  their  affliction,  and 
keeping  themselves  unspotted  from  the  world ; 
when  the  faith  of  many  cease  to  be  evidenced 
by  their  works— -at  such  an  alarming  day  as  the 
present,  the  decease  of  so  faithful  a  Pastor  must 
be  doubly  distressing  to  the  poor  and  needy 
flock  of  Christ. 

Under  these  impressions  I  cannot  but  ob* 
serve,  and  give  due  weight  to,  the  counsel  of 
an  appstle ;  ^^  But  I  would  not  have  you  to  be 
ignorant,  brethren,  concerning  them  which,  are  r 
asleep,  that  ye  sorrow  not  even  as  others  whicb 
have  no  hope."  It  i$  said  also  in  the  Acts^ 
**  For  Davidy  after  he  had  served  his  own  ge- 
neration by  the  will  of  God,  fell  asleep,  and 
was  laid  unto  his  fathers,  and  saw  corruption*'' 
And  Paul  elsewhere  remarks  of  Abraham,  what 
is  alike  applicable  to  every  true  believer  in 
Christ,  *^  And  so,  after  he  had  patiently  en- 
dured, he  obtained  the  promise/'  Seeing  that 
it  is  appointed  unto  men  once  to  die,  the  hap- 
piness of  the  children  of  God  results  from  this^ 
that  the  high  priest  and  apostle  of  their  pro- 
fession must  continue,  seeing  he  ever  liveth  to 
make  intercession  for  them,  lleb.  vii.  £5. 

For  many  months  previous  to  the  last  sick- 
ness of  so  revered  a  parent,  it  was  visibly  ap- 
parent his  health  was  declining,  his  constitu-^ 


tion  breaking  up,  and  that  much  bodily  weak* 
ness  attended  him ;  yet  his  exertions  for  the 
welikre  of  the  church  did  not  abate.  That  he 
was  much  blessed  with  the  supporting  and 
comforting  presence  of  God  in  his  latter  exer- 
cises, a  large  portion  of  his  hearers  can  testify ; 
and  truly  this  passage  of  holy  writ  was  abun^ 
dantly  verified  in  him :  **  They  shall  still  bring 
forth  fruit  in  old  age  j  they  shall  foe  fat  and 
flourishing;  to  shew  that  the  Lord  is  upright.'' 
I  shall  ever  have  cause  to  remember  with  the 
wannest  feelings  of  gtdtitude  and  toving-kind^' 
nesi  to  God,  that  within" «he  last  twelve  months  • 
of  his  tabernacling  upon^  earth,  Satan  had  suc- 
ceeded in  estranging  the  affections  of  the  best 
of  fathers  from  me,  and  that  he  knew  me  not* 
Within  that  period  it  pleased  llic  Ahiiighty  to 
root  out,  and  destroy  all  confidence  in  an  arm 
of  flesh,  and  bring  me  near  to  judgment;  and 
1  still  maintain  that  he  will  not  leave  me,  until 
he  has  done  that  which  he  has  spoken  to  n^c 
of;  for  his  word  declares,  "  Upon  all  the  glory 
shall  be  a  defence." 

The  last  Sunday  morning  he  exercised  in  the 
church  of*  God,  he  spake  from  the  following 
words,  "  But  if  any  man  love  God,  the  snine  is 
known  of  him,"  1  Cor.  viii.  3;  and  concluded 
his  sermon  earlier  than  usual  through  weakness, 
la  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  he  adminis* 
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tered  the  sacrament,  delivering  a  discourse  fronl 
these  words,  "  The  cup  of  blessiug  which  we 
bless,  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the  blood  of 
Christ?  The  bread  which  we  break,  is  it  not 
the  coramunif  n  of  the  body  of  Christ?"  1  Cor. 
X-  16..  In  the  course  of  the  administration  he 
uttered  the  following  words,  coolly  and  im- 
pressively, *  My  lime  here  will  not  be  long; 
my  Lord  tells  me  so.'  On  the  Wednesday  fol- 
lowing he  closed  his  ministerial  Ubimrs ;  and 
made  choice  of  the  most  appropriate  passage  in 
the  whole  word  of  God :  "  Remember  there- 
fore how  thou  hast  received  and  heard,  and 
hold  fast,  and  repent.  If  therefore  thou  shatt 
not  watch,  I  will  come  on  thee  as  a  thief,  and 
thou  shalt  not  know  what  hour  I  will  come 
upon  thee,"  Rev.  iii.  3.  The  kind  indulgence 
of  God  has  answered  the  prayers  of  many  of* 
those  who  heard  it,  and  enabled  me  to  put  this 
his  concluding  testimony  into  your  hands. 

My  elder  brother,  the  day  following,  called 
upon  him,  and  spent  several  hours  m  his  com- 
pany, with  much  comfort  and  satisfaction,  and 
some  profitable  conversation  passed  between 
them ;  this  proved  to  be  their  parting  inter- 
view. The  next  day,  June  11,  he  arose  at  an 
early  hour  as  usual,  but  was  shortly  after  seized 
with  those  symptoms  that  indicated  great  dan*- 
ger.     One  observation  he  made  at  this  tinie^ 
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when  they  were  endeavouring  to  warm  his  feet, 
I  hope  ever  to  remembtr;  *  These  feet/  said 
he,  *  have  carried  me  many  miles  to  preadi 
the  gospel  of  Christ/  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Blake 
called  on  the  Saturday  morning  to  see  him, 
but  were  given  to  understand  that  it  was  or- 
dered by  the  Doctor  that  he  should  not  be 
disturbed ;  and  I  can  testify  the  concern  and 
anxiety  of  mind  my  sister  experienced  on  that 
occasion.  Other  branches  of  the  family  called 
at  Hirmes  Hill  on  the  following  days. for  the 
same  purpose,  but  were  equally  unsuccessful  in 
obtaining  a  sight  of  him. 

In  the  following  week  he  was  removed  to 
Tunbridge  Wells.  After  he  had  been  absent 
from  town  some  days,  as  no -part  of  the  family 
received  any  intelligence  of  the  state  of  his 
health,  under  a  particular  impression  of  mind, 
my  two  elder  sisters,  and  Mr.  Blake,  came  to  a 
conclusion  to  take  an  immediate  journey  to 
Tunbridge  Wells,  that  they  might  have  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  him  once  more.  I  encou- 
raged them  in  this  purpose,  and  we  have  all 
evidently  seen,  and  thankfully  acknowledged 
the  peculiar  providence  of  God  in  this  instance*, 
that  every  circumstance  should  conspire  to  as- 
sist them  at  the  latest  period  of  time,  that  the 
ends  and  purposes  of  the  visit  might  have  been 
answered.     I   have  solicited   my   elder  sister. 


•  •  • 
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being  one  of  the  party,  to  favour  me  with  the 
particulars  of  the  conversation  that  took  place 
at  this  meeting,  which  I  consider  of  some  mo- 
menty  it  being  the  day  before  his  decease :  I 
shall  therefore  insert  her  letter,  without  think* 
ing  it  needful  to  offer  any  apology. 

Dear  Brother, 

*  I  have  complied  with  your  request  in 
forwarding  to  you  the  particulars  of  the  con^ 
versation  which  took  place  at  the  last  visit» 
which  Mrs.  Burrell,  myself,  and  Mr.  Blake, 
paid  to  our  affectionate  father,  as  far  as  I  am 
able  to  call  the  same  to  mind ;  and  for  this 
purpose  1  have  addressed  the  following  lines  to 
you.  On  Wednesday,  June  the  thirtieth,  we 
arrived  at  Tunbridge  Wells  about  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  and  after  taking  some  refresh* 
ment,  we  hired  a  post-chaise,  it  being  extremely 
wet,  to  take  us  to  Mount  Ephraim,  where  he 
had  taken  up  his  abode. 

'  Enquiring  after  my  father's  health*  the  ser^. 
vant  informed  us  he  was  sometimes  better,  and 
at  other  times  worse,  but  very  happy ;  we  de- 
sired her  to  inform  him  that  his  children  were 
come;  he  smiled  and  said,  *  Are  they?  tell 
them  to  walk  up.*  No  one  can  express  the 
sensations  we  felt  on  entering  the  room,  but 
those  who    have  experienced  the  like  :    wc 
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duped  oar  ahns  round  his  nec^  imd  kisied 
hinii  ^hich  he  returned;  but  we  were  scaroe^l 
ly  able  to  speak,  He  then  macfS'  particular 
enquiries  after  the  family,  asking  us  also, '  hosf 
we  came,  and  where  we  intended  to  slipepV 
nying,  *  Why  did  not  you  come  here  iSrst,  that* 
we  might  have  procured  you  private  lodgings?^ 
We  replied,  *  We  did  not  come  to  trouble  yoil^' 
but  to  see  you,  and  we  have  engaged  beds  at 
the  Sussex  Hotel' 

*  Mtr.  B.  said  to  him,  '  I  hopc^  Sir,  yolif 
Work  is  not  done,  as  there  are  many  brought 
to  the  birth,  but  not  able  to  come  forth :'  he 
shook  his  head,  and  said,  *  My  constitution  is 
broken  up,'  and  so  it  evidently  appeared  to  us  i 
we  were  assured  in  our  minds,  he  would  never 
come  out  any  more;  and  so  I  gave  you  to 
understand,  when  you  met  us  at  the  stage  oil 
our  return.  I  said,  ^  Dear  father,  I  wish  I 
could  follow  you,  as  that  is  all  I  desire;*  he 
replied,  *  Keep  there,  and  you  will  not  loose 
your  hire.'  After  partaking  of  tea^  he  sent  for 
us  up  again,  and  informed  us,  he  had  not 
•ettlcd  his  affairs,  but  thmight  he  should  just 
live  loflg  enough  to  accomplish  it,  adding,  *  A 
imident  man  guideth  his  affairs  with  discro;- 
tfion/ 

if 


We  drew  nearer  to  him,  as  it  was  with  diffi- 
culty we  could  hear  him,  he  being  so  weak,  uati 
his  mouth  parched  wiili  fever;  after  which  he| 
made  a  motion  for  some  water,  which  was  im- 
mediately p'iveii  to  hiiii  by  JMr  B.  He  stretched 
out  his  hands,  laying  one  on  my  sister,  and  the 
other  on  myself,  and  said,  '  You  are  my  dear 
children,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  you  i  wc  wer^ 
aj^jisibie  thai  he  had  more  to  say,  but  we  were 
anxious  not  to  distress  him.  It  being  near  his 
time  of  retiring  to  rest,  we  took  our  leave  of 
him,  he  kissed  us,  »nd  gave  us  his  blessings  and 
we  parted  never  to  meet  again  in  this  world  ^ 
he  followed  lis  as  far  as  his  eye  could  reach, 
and  bowing  we  withdrew — does  not  this  shew 
tliat  we  were  near  9od  dear  to  h|in  ? 

,  '  Thus  have  I  endeavoured  to  give  you  a. 
short  statement  of  this  mournful  visit,  the  trutt^ 
pf  which  can  bo  i»ttested  by  the  mouth  of  three 
witnesses;  and  more  was  not  required  undi^r 
the  old  testament.  My  earnest  prayer  is,  that 
the  Lord  will  keep  u?  low  and  humble  in  his 
sight,  and  cause  us  daily  tq  know  our  utter  ua- 
\yarthiue»s.  I  have  felt  my  sins  a  sore  burtlien, 
too  heavy  for  me  to  bear,  and  none  but  God 
c^n  remove  them,  and  set  me  down  happy  in 
him.     Hoping  to  have  an  interest  in  the  me- 
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'  The  day  following,  the  fir^t  of'  JiAy^roHkf 
Aousattd  eight  hundred  and  thirteen^  in  ibe* 
evening,  he-breatliedihiftapirit  fbrtK  into  thb* 
hands  of  his  Redeenier^'Hhd  wAs  inteffed; '  otf 
the  eighth  of  the  same  month,  in  a  plot  of 
grovodj  h^loijigii)^  to,  and  adjoining  Jireh  Cha- 
pel, Lewes,  Sussex.  A  short  time  previous  to 
his  death,  he  expressed  a  desire  that,  no  words 
should  be  spoken  over  his  grave,  no  funeral 
sermon  preached  on  the  occasion  ;  and  that  the 
pulpit  should  not  be  hung  in  black.  He  also 
endited  his  own  Epitaph,  in  the  foUowing 
words— 

'Here  libs  the  Coalheavbr, 
'Beloved  OF  his  God,  but  abhorred  of  men« 

'The  Omniscient  Judge, 

'At  the  crand  Assize,  shall  ratify  and 

'confirm  this,  to  the 

'  Confusion  of  many  thousands: 

'  For   En€land    and   its   Metropolis 

shall  know, 
'That  there  hath  been  a  Prophet 

among  them.' 
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Thus  have  I  endeavoured,  witli  the  limited 
means  that  I  possessed,  of  giving  you  a  naked 
account  of  his  last  illness.  His  memory  while 
life  lasts,  I  shall  ever  have  cause  to  revere;  I 
desire  ever  to  tread  in  his  steps,  and  pursue  the 
Kune  track  that  he  unceasingly  followed  for 
the  space  of  forty  years.  And  I  hope  never  to 
be  ashamed  to  acknowledge,  tliat  I  am  the  son 
of  a  Minister  of  the  gospel,  at  once  so  labo- 
rious, and  so  abundantly  useful. 

E.  HUNTINGTON. 
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X>«ar  Mother  and  Father, 


Thamen  Ditton,    ' 
Sep.  4, 1779,  - 

This  comes  to  let  you  know  that  we  le^ 
cci vcd  your  last  letter,  and  are  both  very  well ; 
attd  have  three  children  born  to  us,  their  names 
ate,  Ruth,  Naomi,  and  Gad.     We  have  been 
in   this  place  nearly  three  years,  and  have  got 
a  little  house  to  ourselves,  which  we  have  had 
these  two  years.     The  Lord  has  been  wonder- 
fully kind  to  us,  has  given  us  a  pretty  situa- 
tion, and  between  twenty  and  thirty  pounds  a 
year  coming  in,  to  live  upon,  nor  do  we  work 
for  it.     Mary  has  not  had  any  sickness  since 
we  have  been  here,  nor  I  neither. 

We  never  lived  so  happy  nor  so  well  in  our 
lives,  as  now  we  live  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
blessed  Saviour ;  and  have  peace  with  our  own 
consciences.     We  lived  all  our  life-^time  until 
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vithin  these  six  years,  ignorant  of  a  precious 
Saviour,  and  always  afraid  of  death  and  judg- 
ment as  you  arej  but  now,  blessed  be  God,  we 
know  the  meauing  of  this  word;  "  And  de- 
liver them,  who  tiirough  fear  of  death,  were  all 
their  life-time  subject  to  boodage,"  Heb.  li.  15. 
God  hath  j^iven  us  repentance,  and  a  spiritual 
birth.  We  did  not  know  what  it  was  to  be 
born  again  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  till  we  felt  it 
in  our  own  souls ;  but  blesstd,  and  for  ever 
blessed  be  God,  he  hath  given  us  the  know- 
ledge of  salvation  by  the  forgiveness  of  our 
siiu.- 

'  ThelfOrd  hath  taught  us,  that  we  must  stand 
in  the  righteousness  of  Christ,  instead  of  our 
own,  which  we  never  knew  till  lately  :  but  the 
Lord  hath  shewed  us  that  all  our  righteous- 
nesses are  only  filthy  rags,  Isa.  Ixiv.  6;  and  that 
all  who  go  to  heaven  must  have  the  righteous- 
ness of  Christ  on  them,  Phill.  iii.  8,  9.  This 
righteousness  is  a  gift,  "  And  of  the  gift  of 
righteousness,"  Rom.  v.  17,  18.  Our  righte- 
ousness is  of  God,  "  Surety,  shall  one  say,  In 
the  Lord  have  I  righteousness  and  strength." 
"  Seventy  weeks  are  determined  upon  thy 
people,  and  upon  thy  holy  city,  to  finish  the 
transgression,  and  to  make  an  end  of  sins,  and 
to  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and  to 
bring  in  everlasting  righteousness,"  Dan.  Ix. 
S4.    This  best  robe  that  was  put  upon  the  pro- 
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LETTER  Ih 

to  THE  SAME. 

Bear  Fatlier,  Mother,  «iid  Brethren. 

Thames  Ditton* 

Jan.  90,  178a 

Your  kind  letter  came  to  us  the  ISth  in- 
itant,  and  was  kindly  received  with  joy ;  we 
embrace  this  opportunity  of  answering  it  We' 
ve  very  sorry  to  hear  of  my  Father  and  Mo* 
therms  illness,  may  the  God  of  Abraham  restore 
them  to  health  again.  Old  age,  my  dear  Fa* 
ther  and  Mother,  must  by  this  time  have  greatly 
impaired  your  strength  ;  our  life  is  but  a  sha* 
dow;  but,  "  The  hoary  head  is  a  crown  of 
glory,  if  found  in  the  way  of  righteousness  :** 
the  Lord  grant  yours  both  may ;  Amen,  says 
thy  loving  but  unknown  son. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  my  brethren  are  well ;  may 
the  Lord  of  all  lords  protect  them,  and  we  beg 
you  will  remember  our  kind  love  to  them  in 
your  letters.  I,  and  thy  sister,  are  very  glad 
to  hear  of  thee,  Benjamin,  because  thou  art 
my  youngest  brother ;  and  if  thou  wilt  come 
into  Egypt  to  see  me,  although  I  am  Joseph, 
whom  you  know  not,  yet  thy  sister  and  myself 
would  cook  thee  a  mess  five  times  bigger  than 


the  resr.  I  slioiild  be  glad  to  see  thee,  my  bro- 
ther; your  sister  is  in  tolerable  good  health,  and 
so  am  I,  blessed  be  the  X^rd  for  it,  and  so  are  our 
little  onea.  The  Lord  hath  sent  us  four  chil- 
dren, two  boys  and  two  girls;  we  were  like  to 
lose  oar  little  boy  some  time  ago,  it  went  off 
in  a  fit ;  but  God  our  kind  Father,  heard  our 
prayers,  and  restored  it  again  to  us,  bless  hi» 
roost  holy  name  for  it. 

His  mercy  has  been  wonderful  In  our  behalf, 
both  to  our  souls  and  bodies ;  and  indeed  I 
tliink  God  brought  your  sister  to  my  hand  at 
first,  as  much  as  he  brought  Rebecca  to  Isaac, 
and  hath  made  her  a  comfortable  companion 
for  nie,  and  a  good  wife,  and  I  hope  has  given 
her  the  same  blessing  as  he  did  to  Sarah,  I 
hope  also  that  God's  grace  has  made  me  a  com- 
fortable yoke-fellow  to  her.  I  have  blessed 
and  thanked  God  for  her  with  tears,  and  she 
has  toom  to  bless  him  for  tne ;  neither  of  us 
repent  of  our  coming  together,  for  I  verily 
believe  we  shall  live  together  in  everlasting 
day,  through  Jesus  Christ. 

And  now  my  dear  friends,  I  will  tell  you  a 
little  of  the  Lord's  dealings  with  us.  Alwut 
seven  years  ago  I  fell  into  great  distress  of 
mind,  I  was  ready  to  cry  out  with  David,  "  The 
snares  of  death  compass  me  about,  and  the 
pains,  of  hell  gat  bold  on  me;"  and  like  him  I 
prayed,  O  Lord,  deliver  my  soul.     I  travailed 


IB  this  distress  about  a  year  and  a  half,  labour^ 

iag  under  a  wounded  spirit^  and  the  fear  of 

deadi;  but  at  length  God  has  heard  my  prayers, 

sad  suddenly  delivered  me,  and  gave  me  such 

py^  peace,  and  comfort,   as  I  shall  never  be 

able  to  express.     I  found  the  truth  of  this 

scripture,    *'  The   blood  of   Christ  cleanseth 

from  all  sin/'  1  John,  i.  7. ;  and  do  now  know 

wliat  the  bible  means  by  being  bom  again, 

John  liL  ?•  There  must  be  a  repentance,  Luke 

xiii.  S ;  and  a  conversion,  before  we  can  say 

Jesus  Christ  is  our  friend.  Matt,  xviii  3 ;  Acts, 

iiu  19:  and  this  repentance  my  blessed  Saviour 

gave  to  me,  Acts,  v.  31. 

For  six  years  now  I  have  had  peace,  and 
Ivappiness  in  my  soul  with  our  blessed  Saviour: 
and  when  the  Lord  delivered  me,  he  gave  me 
great  understanding  in  his  word,  which  I  never 
had  before,  so  that  I  was  astonished  at  myself, 
and  could  say  with  David,   ^^  I  have  more  un- 
derstanding than  all  my  teachers ;  for  thy  tes# 
timonies  are  my   meditation,"  PsaL  cxix.  99  i 
and  with  the  prophet  Isaiali,  ^'  All  thy  childien 
iball  be  taught  of  the  Lord,  and  great  shall  be 
the  peace  of  thy  children."  Oh,  my  dear  father, 
mother,  and  bretliren,  may  you  find  him  to  be 
luch  a  friend  to  you  as  he  is  to  us  !  He  came 
into  the  world  to  save  sinners,  and  is  with  all 
that  truly  seek  him  by  prayer,  until  the  end  of 
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the  world.  Matt  xxviii.  SO ;  he  is  the  same  kU 
ways,  Heb.  xiii. 

After  the  blessed  Saviour  had  given  ine  snch 
understanding  in  the  scripture,  many  people  at 
times  discoursed  with  me  about  the  things  of 
God,  and  I  told  them  what  he  had  done  for 
my  soul.  Soon  after  these  same  good  people, 
seeing  and  hearing  the  understanding  I  had  in 
the  word  of  God,  was  desirous  of  having  mc 
ordained  over  them  as  a  dissenting  minister, 
which  in  time  I  consented  to ;  and  have  a  very 
large  congregation  in  London,  and  a  room  to 
myself  there.  I  go  once  a  week,  but  I  live  at 
Ditton,  because  I  dislike  London.  I  have 
been  a  minister  about  four  years,  and  have  gain- 
ed a  settlement  in  Ditton,  belonging  to  this 
parish ;  my  salary  is  about  sixty  guineas  a 
year.  We  live  very  plain,  but  want  for  no- 
thing; we  have  sufficient  to  live  upon,  and 
contentment  with  grace  is  great  gain.  Our 
house  we  live  in  is  small,  rather  too  small,  but  I 
have  taken  a  larger  one,  with  a  garden  to  it, 
walled  all  round,  to  keep  our  children  from 
the  wicked  in  this  place,  and  for  conveniencies 
of  brewing,  as  my  wife  likes  a  garden,  and 
wants  to  brew  her  own  beer,  which  will  be 
cheaper  to  us  by  far  than  to  buy  it.  The  house 
is  a  very  good  one,  with  four  chambers,  two 
garretts,  a  kitchen,   parlour,    brewhouse,  and 
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ptaktry^  witti  cellar ;  I  had  the  lease  very  cheap 
itideed. 

Afary  and  I,  both  very  much  desire  Ben- 
jamin to  come  and  see  us;  here  is  no 
pressing.  I  have  been  here  four  years,  and 
have  not  known  a  man  pressed  in  the  place. 
He  might  come  up  on  the  outside  of  the 
Blandford  coach^  as  far  as  Hounslow,  and 
I  ^ould  meet  him  there;  and  if  he  has  no 
other  than  sea-faring  clothes,  let  him  send  me 
vord  soon,  and  I  will  send  him  down  a  suit  of 
lay  old  ones,  second  mourning;  they  are  not  had 
ones,  he  might  come  very  safely  in  them,  and  I 
W'ill  take  care  of  him  here.  If  he  will  come  let 
him  send  me  word  what  day  the  coach  goes 
through  Hounslow,  and  likewise  where  I  shall 
send,  the  clothes  to.  We  have  only  had  one 
letter  besides  this  last,  and  I  humbly  confess 
tuy  ingratitude,  in  not  answering  of  it  before 
now ;  but  in  studying,  most  things  go  out  of 
my  m  ind. 

When  we  have  weaned  the  child,  if  God  per- 
mit, some  time  in  the  summer,  Mary  shall 
come  down  and  see  you.  We  shall  go  into  our 
house  in  about  a  week  or  fortnight ;  so  we  con- 
clude, wishing  you  all  that  mercy,  and  peace, 
and  goodness  the  Lord  hath  bestowed  upon  us. 
Into  his  blessed  hands  we  commit  you  all,  hop- 
i^g  your  dear  souls  will  find  him  your  health, 
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•trcQgtIi,  and  portion  for  ever.  Write  sotttij 
and  I  will  answer  it.  We  join  in  love  Co  you 
alL 

W.  HUNTINGTON 


LETTER    ni. 

TO  MRS.  M. 


Dear  Friend, 

I  HAVE  from  niy  heart  blessed  and  thanked 
God,  for  his  great  condescension  and  goodness 
displayed  in  your  behalf,  and  for  delivering 
you  from  the  hand  of  him  that  is  stronger  than 
you  ;  "  The  prey  shall  be  taken  from  the  migh- 
ty, and  the  lawful  captive  shall  be  deliverefL" 
The  hour  of  temptation  has  exercised  all  be- 
lievers more  or  less ;  they  have  been  accom- 
plished in  all  the  apostles,  and  in  all  then 
brethren  that  were  in  this  world  ;  *'  Blessed  ii 
the  man  that  endureth  temptation :  for  when  he 
is  tried  he  shall  receive  the  crown  of  life,  which 
the  Lord  hath  promised  to  them  that  love  him/ 
James,  i.  ]£. 

"  In  the  Lord,  shall  one  say,  have  I  righte- 
ousness and  strength  :  to  him  shall  men  come, 
and  none  that  trust  in  bini  shall  be  desolate." 
He  is  an  able,  a  willing,  a  suitable,  and  an  all- 
sufficient  Saviour ;  and  they  that  trust  in  bi) 
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titer  hiiiH  -and  hover  like  a  swarm  of  liees  over, 
tnd  about  him  ?  Is  there  any  desire  in  thy  soul 
ifter  him?  Hast  thou  got.  any  wounds  that 
want  healing,  any  appetite  that  wants  fillings 
iay  blindness  that  wants  removing,  any  hard* 
iless  that  wants  melting,  any  grief  that  wants 
iodthing,  any  debts  that  want  discharging,  any 
filth  that  wants  purging,  any  spots  that  want 
washings  any  knots  that  want  untying,  any 
bonds  that  want  loosing,  any  broken  bones  that 
Want  binding  up,  any  faintings  that  require 
strength,  any  weak  hands  or  feeble  knees,  or  in 
tiiort  art  thou  full  of  wants  and  wanting  ?  If 
ib  give  me  thine  hand,  and  come  up  into  the 
chariot,  and  see  my  zeal  for  God. 

I  am  servant  to  the  great  Physician  ;  I  visit 
my  master's  patients,  enquire  after  their  health, 
lay  their  various  cases  before  biro,  carry  out  his 
medicines,  and  am  an  eye,  ear,  and  living  wit- 
ness of  an  innumerable  number  of  wonderful 
cures ;  even  the  leprosy,  the  scurvy,  the  plague 
of  the  heart,  and  plague  of  the  head.  I  attt^ud 
conceptions,  soul-labour,  and  soul-travail.  I 
have  been  at  the  birth  of  the  new  man,  and  the 
death  of  the  old  one.  I  have  been  a  wet,  and 
a  dry  nurse.  I  •  have  attended  miscarrying 
wombs,  and  untimely  fruit  like  a  snail,  that  has 
never  seen  light.  I  have  made  caudle  for 
others  when  I  have  wanted  it  mvself.  I  have 
given  suck  to  strangers,  and  at  times  envied 
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every  drop  they  have  swallowed  down.  I  havt 
been  permitted  to  carry  leaves  from  the  tree  o 
life,  and  gather  fruit  from  the  same  everj 
month,  week,  day,  and  hour,  and  sometimes  al 
day  long.  I  have  been  permitted  to  carry  mj 
Master's  robe  from  place  to  place,  among  thi 
the  sick,  and  as  many  as  have  touched  it  have 
been  made  perfectly  whole. 

And  now  as  I  have  shewed  you  my  countrj 
and  my  occupation,  from  whence  I  came,  what 
people  I  am  of,  and  my  present  calling ;  Is 
there  any  thing  wanting  in  our  way ;  What 
sayest  thou  of  thyself?  Consider  these  things, 
weigh  them  well,  and  seek  relief  while  it  may 
be  had.  If  thou  art  sensible  of  thy  wants,  then 
leam  for  the  future  to  shew  more  lenity,  be< 
coming  thy  high  station ;  severity  seldom  suc- 
ceeds, nor  doth  it  spread  the  fame,  or  add  to 
the  honour  of  the  higher  powers.  Sister  M. 
farewell,  be  of  good  comfort,  seek  the  b^t 
treasure,  the  best  way,  and  the  best  end. 
While  I  remain,  with  all  due  respect,  distance 
and  submission. 

Your  Greatness'  most  obedient,  and  most 
devoted  servant  for  his  sake, 

W.  HUNTINGTON. 


17 


i..;-    . 


\ 


«! 


.•■* 


LETTER    VL 


Yova  Utt  sent  to •  is  now  with  me* 

Tou  may  protect  t]iiat  j^Otu  die  daily/ for/ yoii 
have  been  pften  eii^pec ting  death,  and  wonder^ 
ing  morning  after  mofnin^,  that  it  should  Jb^ 
iQ^ng  deferj:ed;  se^ng  the  dqvil  still  iflsisj^s 
mm  it. '  that  it  is  even. at.  the  doors,  and  that 
dieie  is  but  one  step  between  thee  and  it. 
However  I  differ  much  in  judgment  both  from 
the  devil  and  ■  ;  I  put  these  two  together, 

because  what  the  former  suggests,  the  latter 
believes ;  but  both  are  liars,  and  by  no  means 
to  be  credited,  even  if  they  speak  true,  for  there 
are  seven  abominations  in  them  both. 

If  a  man  is  given  up  of  God  to  Satan,  he  falls 
in  the  first  onset,  and  never  rises  in  his  mind, 
either  to  hope  or  confidence  more ;  as  was  tha 
case  with  Judas,  and  many  more  that  I  havi 
seen.  But  if  satan  is  let  loose,  and  suffered  to 
buffet  or  tempt  an  elect  sinner,  the  true  light/i 
has  discovered  him,  the  quickening  power  of 
the  Spirit  makes  us  feel  him,  the  power  of  the 
Spirit  dislodges  him,  his  armour  is  gone,  tbe  in* 
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ffrnal  loyalty  of  the  sinner  is  taken  away,  s 
he  is  made  witling  to  forsake  both  satan  s 
all  his  works.  It  is  true  such  an  awakei 
sinner  feels  his  funiity  often  rifie  against  G' 
but  this  arises  from  the  application  of  the  1 
working  wrath,  fu  wliich  the  carnal  mind  c; 
not  be  subject.  It  rises  also  from  the  sinn< 
ignorance,  expecting  nothing  from  God  1 
wrath  and  ruin,  and  which  he  is  conscious 
his  just  desert.  Did  he  know  that  it  is  hy  thi 
things  men  live  ;  that  (iod  dwells  with  tlii 
that  tremble  at  his  word  ;  that  lie  is  only  gi^ 
up  to  satan  for  the  destruction  of  the  flesh,  tl 
the  soul  might  he  saved  in  the  day  when  Chi 
shall  manifest  himself  to  him  ;  at  which  ti 
he  shall  hear  a  more  sweety  a  more  nieiodi< 
voice  than  that  which  is  heard  in  the  sec 
place  of  thunder,  according  to  this  passa^ 
"  Thou  turncst  man  to  destruction,  and  saye 
Return  ye  children  of  men,"  Psal.  xc.  3. 

Many  a  time  has ,  arraigned  himself,  a 

cast,  and  condemned  himself ;  many  bit' 
things  he  has  written  and  61ed  against  himse 
many  awful  conclusions  has  he  drawn ;  a 
many  fiery  and  fearful  ends  has  he  predictc 
^rid  expected,   and  still  he  is  just  where 

was:  for  as  God  has  not  invested ,  wi 

the  office  of  a  divine  judge,  so  Jie  has  not  i 
tified  nor  executed  any  of  hi*  judgmeni 
and  it  is  well  for  us,  that  we  are  not  our  ow 
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DOT  at  our  own  ^isposaL  n  ■  ■  ■ »  is  not  a 
hmkrup^  not  a  little  child  in  strength,  not  an 
idioti  not  iree  among  the  dead  yet;  was  thia 
Iiii  iMppy  ease  1m  would  tie  out  before  now,  for 
diiBii.alII  diat  ia  wanted :  ^^  When  they  had  no* 
Aiog  to  pay,  be  frankly  forgave  thero."  *^  Let 
the  weak  say,  I  am  strong/'  We  must  receive 
the  kingdom  of  God,  in  the  power  pf  it» 
ar  little  children.  If  we  will  be  wise,  we  must 
become'  fools,  that  we  may .  be  wise ;  and  it  ia 
the  dead  that  have  the  promise,  ^'  Thy  dead  men 
tfcall  live :  the  dead  shall  bear  (he  voice  of  the 
Son  of  God,  and  live/'  This  is  the  spot  where 
you  must  come,  and  here  God  will  bring  you  t 
**  They  shall  find  me  when  they  shall  seek  me 
with  all  their  heart:"  and  such  will  ascribe  all 
glory  and  power  to  God. 

Stripping  work  is  all  the  labour,  regenerate 
iog  and  renewing,  converting  and  justifying, 
repenting  and  loving,  believing  and  uniting, 
will  all  be  done  in  one  minute.  One  act  of 
faith  in  the  dying  love  of  Christ,  will  clothe 
you  from  head  to  foot.  One  overflowing  sense 
of  divine  love  builds  us  up,  and  establishes  us ; 
•'Charity  edifies."  One  look  to  Jesus  saves  us } 
"  Look  unto  me  and  be  ye  saved.*'  Send  me 
word  in  the  next  how  many  times  you  have  de* 
parted  this  life,  since  you  wrote  to  ^'  ».,  youf 
heart  seems  bent  to  depart,  and  to  cast  in  your 
lot  with  the  world-**this  also  must  have  God's 
amen;  for  all  religious  labour  which  we  can 
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take  up  and  lay  down,  is  not  worth  one  Cai' 
thing.     You  are  in  tlie  hand  of  God,  and  sure 

I  am  that ,  cannot  get  out,   nor  can  Satan 

loose  him.  I  will,  and  you  shall,  is  the  unaltera- 
ble language  of  God's  covenant ;  and  though 
tliere  be  many  devices  in  a  man's  heart ;  "Never- 
theless the  counsel  of  the  Lord,  that  shall 
stand,"  Prov.  xix.  21. 

Let  me  have  a  line,  but  he  sure  not  to  devi- 
ate from  the  ancient  custom ;  if  you  have  anj 
enlargements  or  encouragements;  any  hopes 
or  expectations;  any  visits,  rays,  glimpses,  01 
preludes  to  better  success  ;  be  sure  to  Iiide  all 
these,  and  send  me  nothing  but  the  dregs  of  th< 
tmsk,  the  scum  of  the  pot,  and  the  dross  of  thi 
furnace ;  and  let  it  savour  of  nothing  but  unbe- 
lief, rebellion  and  desperation,  death  and  judg- 
-ment;  and  by  vomiting  up  these,  you  will  east 
your  own  stomach. 

W.  H.  S.  S 


LETFER    VII. 

TO   MR.  W. 


I  WAS  not  a  little  dismayed  last  night  a 
(icaring  the  melancholy  accounts,  and  badsuc 
cess  that  seems  to  attend  the  poor  trades-folk 
in  business.   1  believe  that  your  path  will  neve 
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lie  vone  than  mine  has  bee;n;  however,  it 
Bif  not  be  always  so ;  the  prosperity  of  the 
wicked,  and  the  adversity  of  the  just,  lias  ever 
keOi  and  ever  wiU  be,  a  stumbliDg-block  to 
them  that  God  makes  honest  Many  such  a» 
these  have  I  seen,  and  bitter  eye-sores  have 
tbey  been  to  me ;  but  many  of  these  3tumbling* 
Mocks  are  now  removed  out  of  my  way, 
they  are  no  more :  and  although  I  envied 
them  in  their  life,  yet  I  never  once  coveted 
their  end. 

Do  not  be  dismayed,  times  may  take  a  turn, 
and  faith,  prayer,  and  patience,  do  sometimes 
perform  wonders ;  and  in  this  I  may  be  permit- 
ed  to  contribute  a  little.  Bread  is  to  be  given 
us,  and  our  water  is  to  be  sure,  Isa.  xxxiii.  16; 
pluck  up,  and  take  heart.  God  bless  you  both, 

Your's  very  affectionately, 

W.  IL  S.  S. 


LEITER    VIII. 

TO  MRS.  W. 


My  deariy  Beloved  Danghter, 

Your's  came  to  hand,  and  I  wish  much 
to  know  how  poor  W.  is.  It  has  been  my  con- 
•ttet  prayer,    that  the  dispensation  may :  •  ie 


:  tbe  an  thiDgs  that  work  fbr  goo 
bad  as  incItoatioQ  to  have  railed  on  huB 
dar  last ;  but  much  work  on  my  mind,  ax 
$ett)rd  with  tlie  subject.  I  deferred  it.  SI 
be  glad  to  know  ho\r  he  i»,  and  if  Ik  hasa 
desire  to  see  ine,  and  where  liis  bocse  u, 
know  not.  You  might  send  me  a  Vine  b 
S  My  best  respects  to  him,  Lois,  and 
ttw  same  from. 

Tour  ftffectioDate  F»h« 
W.  H. 


LETTER    IX. 

TO  niE  S.\XE. 


Mur  is  bora  to  trouble,  acd  tbaw  i 
kn  afpim,  are  bora  td  iri£ooaal  i 
hm  Atat  tryi^  u»cs  are  tbc  IjQfd*s  « 
tmmm.    Be  ^  te  a  mr  poat  be^  a 
lii;,a^Bev  tDtboBtbat  Ircl  after  hii^  I 
wm  br  SmmA  of  tbem.     It  »  a  tbc  tm^ 
*rt  be  kK  Gbowrn  «x  MriatbefcMicii 

Gad| 

«rb»cb«« 
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'^  I  will  say,  It  is  my  people ;  and  they  shall 
iiyi  The  Lord  is  my  God."  I  know  this  is  a 
sore  trial  to  thee,  but  faith  is  gold,  and  will 
never  waste,  corrupt,  nor  consiune  in  the  fiery 
trial;  it  is  God^s  cash,  and  God's  coin,  and  he 
will  preserve  it,  ud  enrich  us  i>y  it,  and  make 
it  more  strong,  more  bright,  and  more  preci- 
ous, by  all  these  exercises :  and  God  will  own 
it,  honour  it,  and  bless  the  fruits  of  it,  when  it 
has  overcome  and  prevailed. 

Tliese  things  promote  appetite,  and  make 
every  bitter  thing  sweet;  they  collect  our 
thoughts,  they  excite  watchfulness,  they  keep 
us  looking  to  God ;  and  every  favour  or  token 
^m  him  is  observed,  admired,  and  acknow* 
ledged  with  the  most  profound  respect  and  gra- 
titude. In  these  times  I  always  give  myself 
unto  prayer,  and  attend  upon  all  occasions  to 
Ihis  very  thing ;  and  God  has  never  failed  me 
yet,  nor  do  I  believe  he  ever  will.  And  I  know 
that  all  these  things  have  worked  fonny  good ; 
and  they  ever  will  terminate  in  God's  honour, 

and  in  our  welfare.   Let  me  know  how  Mr.  W. 

• 

IS.   I  shall  continue  my  prayers,  and  conclude, 

Dear  Nacmi, 

Your's  in  Christ, 


LETTER    X. 

TO   THE  SAME.  ' 

I>r'Sr  Naomi, 

I  HOPE  faith  and  patience  will  holdout; 
the  furnace  is  to  try  these,  but  grace  and  truth 
can  stand  the  fire,  when  all  counterfeit  coin 
dissolves.  It  distinguishes  between  specula- 
tive and  experimental  knowledge;  between  an 
assent  of  the  mind,  and  faith  in  the  heart;  be- 
tween a  good,  and  a  false  hope  ;  and  between 
the  joys  of  elaled  nature,  and  that  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  The  furnace  always  dashes  presump- 
tion and  conscience  out  of  countenancCr  and 
stops  the  mouth  of  all  prayer,  but  that  of  the 
Spirit  of  supphcation.  In  the  worst  of  hours, 
we  are  sure  of  support  j  if  no  joy,  no  peace,  no 
love,  no  comfort,  yet  we  are  sure  of  strength; 
**  As  thy  days,  so  shall  thy  strength  be  :"  and 
our  evidences  are  more  clear,  faith  more  strongs 
and  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness  morie 
abundant  afterwards.  The  furnace  is  not  joy- 
ous, but  grievous,  neither  are  they  any  pleasure 
to  God;  but  their  is  a  needs  he  for  them,  and 
depraved  nature  cannot  do  without  them  ;  and 
the  promise  is*  that  the  branch  purged,  shall 
bring  forth  more  fruit. 


is 

I  have  remembraTice  of  thee  in  every  prayer 
of  mine,  making  request  in  thy  behalf;  and 
am  fully  persuaded  of  thy  deliverance  in 
God's  own  time.  Farewell,  be  of  good  com- 
fort, for  they  that  fear  God  shall  come  forth  of 

them  all. 

Your's  affectionately, 

W.  H.  S  S. 


LETTER    XI, 

TO  THE   SAME. 


Downham. 
Dear  Housekeeper, 

We  have  just  received  tidings  that  we 
We  got  rid  of  the  lease  of  Providence  Chapel, 
^hich  I  am  glad  of  at  my  heart ;  and  I  do  be- 
lieve that  we  shall  see  the  good  hand  of  G(3d  in 
this  conflagration,  as  many  liere  are  receiving 
benefits  from  our  visit  this  way,  which  the  fire 
served  to  hasten  ;  for  I  did  not  intend  coming 
»o  soon,  nor  staying  quite  so  long,  had  I  not 
been  burnt  out  of  my  nest.  The  long  fast  in 
I/)ndon  will  spur  them  on  to  liberality. 

The  leper,  under  the  law,  that  had  in  his 
own  eyes  but  one  spot,  was  utterly  unclean; 
but  when  he  was  covered  all  over  with  scurf, 
from  head  to  foot,  he  was  clean,  and  was  to  l>e 
pronounced  so,  Levit.  xiii.     Little  spots  need 


not  the  great  Physician,  but  when  our  wholi 
nature  is  laid  open,  we  are  devils  indeed  ;  anii 
none  in  earth  or  hell,  appear  half  so  bad.  Ttiii 
is  God's  teaching,  and  blessed  learning  it  is 
there  is  no  guile,  deceit,  or  hypocrisy  in  tbeM 
wholesome  lessons  We  see,  we  feel,  we  rue 
we  lament  the  pollution,  and  tremble  at  thi 
consequences ;  and  with  such  trembling  one 
will  God  dwell ;  this  makes  the  heart  ant 
mouth  honest,  conscience  tender,  and  the  S» 
viour  precious.  Such  as  these,  and  no  other 
will  Christ  accept. 

'  Sinners  are  high  in  his  esteem, 
Aad  sinners  highly  value  him.' 

Accept  my  love. 

W.  H.5.S 


LETfER   XII. 

What  the  poor  man  sayc,  is  true  in  nK 
The  Lord  took  great  pains  to  engross  my  wholi 
soul,  and  pleasingly  captured  every  affection 
every  thought,  and  every  sense.  All  my  will 
my  wishes,  my  desires,  and  every  appetite  wa 
replenished,  satisfied,  and  filled  with  real  sub 
stance*     Under  this  I  became  crucifi«4r-aai 
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dead  to  all  cmtttres,  and  to  all  things.  No* 
Aing  seemed  to  be  alive  in  heaven  or  earthy 
witbm  me  or  without,  but  Christ  himself.  Hit 
presence  filled  my  soul,  his  gl  ory  covered  the 
heavens,  and  the  earth  was  full  of  his  praise. 
Sin  was  purged,  devils  banished,  death  swal- 
lowed up,  hell  out  of  sight  and  out  of  mind, 
tod  every  corruption  of  nature  dead  and  buri- 
ed; no  revival  or  resurrection  ever  thought  tsf, 
omch  less  expected  ;  and  as  I  felt  so  I  dream« 
ed,  and  so  I  sung ;  and  as  I  then  thought,  all 
the  prophecies  and  promises  sung  the  same. 

But  this  was  thinking,  and  speaking  as  a 
duld,  for  it  was  no  more  than  the  day  of  our 

ttfwusals,  and  so  watchful,  and  attentive,  and  . 

tender  was  the  Lord's  dealings^  that  no  enemy 

perplexed  me,  but  an  addition  of  oil  was  poured 

in ;  and  not  a  tear  except  the  tears  of  love  and 

joy,  were  suffered  to  hang  on  my  cheek.     Bat 

^oon  these  joys  were  mingled  with  bitterness, 

the  whole  crop  of  corruption  shewed  their  heads, 

legal  bondage  and  slavish  fear  returned,  the 

devil  appeared  to  re-enter  his  house,  a  throne 

of  grace  became  irksome,  prayer  was  straitened, 

and  I  met  with  neither  relief  nor  release.     My 

Lord  became  shy,  and  appeared  to  shun  me; 

^*  I  sought  him  but  I  found  him  not,  I  called 

him,  but  he  gave  me  no    answer/'    My  old 

task-master  often  saluted  me,  not  with  a,  *  How 

do   you  do  Doctor,'  but  with  a,   "  Where  is 
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DOW  tliy  God  ?"  and  then  set  the  great  tnnia 
gressioD  before  me,  and  insisted  upon  it  I 
I  was  the  man;  and  as  the  Advocate  did  not 
■ilence  him,  he  went  on  lying,  for  in  my  mouth 
were  no  replies,  nor  reproofs. 

At  this  time,  I  had  put  my  hand  to  the 
plough,  and  was  now  looking  back;  this  work 
had  brought  the  eyes,  the  malice,  and  the  con- 
tempt of  fools  upon  me,  which  made  me  afraid. 
In  this  plight  I  went  to  coal -carrying,  harder 
work,  and  worse  living,,  and  my  apparel  like 
that  of  a  Whitcchapel  bird-catcher.  This  wai 
truly  Peter's  strange  thing  that  happened  unto 
me,  1  Pet  iv.  IS;  but  after  many  days  became 
again,  when  I  was  quite  overwhelmed,  and 
brought  heaven,  and  aU  the  glorien  of  it,  with 
him  ;  and  abode  many  days,  and  told  me  be- 
fore he  went  away,  »aying,  "  I  know  thy  tri- 
bulation, and  thy  poverty,  but  thou  art  rich.*^- 
One  thing  appeared  strange  to  me,  which  wa% 
that  in  my  happiness  the  whole  contents  of  the 
bible  seemed  to  be  eternal  comfort;  but  ia  mj 
misery  it  seemed  to  contain  nothing  but  tribu- 
lation :  and  as  it  appeared  that  we  must  enter 
the  kingdom  through  much  tribulation,  I  chose 
to  endure  it,  ratlier  than  miss  him  at  last. 

W.  H.  S.S. 


LETTER  XIII. 

I  Received  your  letter,  and  am  thankful 
to  God  that  the  fire  did  no  more  damage ; 
God's  band  shall  be  known  toward  his  servants. 
Ve  have  finished  our  mowing,  and  are  pretty 
wdl  settled  fbr  the  present.  My  good  God  is 
amazing  kind  to  his  poor,  unworthy  servant ; 
every  obstacle  is  out  of  the  Avay,  between  my 
ml  and  her  God ;  the  path  of  life  is  cast  up ; 
the  mountains  of  Sinai  and  of  sin,  are  made 
low;  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death  is  ex- 
ited; and  immortality  is  brought  to  light. 
Aglorious  hope,  and  a  mass  of  corruption  which 
ionnerly  appeared  such  a  crook,  now  lays 
■traight ;  the  one  discovering  the  other,  the 
onecjLalting  the  other,  and  the  one  reigning  to 
the  final  destruction  of  the  other ;  "  The  elder 
»i«ll  serve  the  younger,"  the  old  man  shall 
tore  the  new  one.  Sin  shall  make  us  pray, 
watch,  and  wait ;  and  prayer  shall  support, 
strengthen,  atid  increase  faith  ;  and  faith  shall 
orercome  the  world. 

The  devil  has  but  two  main  springs  in  all  his 
usurped  empire,  which  are  corrupt  aftcctimis, 
and  carnal  enmity;  or  in  plain  EiijjIisI),  a  love 
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to  sin,  and  hatred  to  God.  I  do  get  clearer  an^ 
clearer,  deeper  and  deeper  into  these  thingsjj 
and  every  seal  that  is  open  to  n)e,  I  am  likft' 
tlie  Boanergeses  in  the  Revelations,  I  cry» 
"Come  and  see:''  but  I  am  obliged  to  cry 
two  or  three  times,  before  they  can  be  made  to 
see  as  I  do.  I  am  thankful  to  God  for  thi&if 
formerly  he  inclined  my  heart  much  to  readiuy, 
but  now  ray  eyes  waxing  dim,  he  leads  uiy 
mind  wonderfully  by  thinking;  and  my  text% 
and  subjects,  come  flying  into  my  mind  genev. 
rally  this  way.  , 

Ir  is  a  strange  passage  in  Habakkuk  ;  "Thoit 
woundest  the  head  out  of  the  liouse  of  thf 
■wicked,  by  discovering  the  foundalion  unt* 
the  neck,"  Hab.  iii-  13.  The  cursed  head  i^ 
the  whole  house  of  the  wicked  is  aatan,  9» 
Christ  is  the  head  of  the  church  ;  Clirist  brui*- 
cd  and  wounded  this  head,  that  is,  marred  all 
liis  plans.  The  foundation  of  satan's  empire,  j^, 
love  to  sin,  and  hatred  to  God ;  and  corrufit 
affections  is  tlie  bond  of  iniquity,  or  the  neck 
that  liolds  that  head,  and  the  liouse  of  tlie  wick* 
cd  togetlier;  this,  this  tlie  Lord  discovers,  and 
this  hglit  wounds  the  head,  bruises  the  heel, 
chafes  the  infernal  mind,  and  translates  us  from 
darkness  to  light ;  and  tins  translation  mars  the 
schemes  and  plots,  contrived  by  the  wisq.hcad 
of  the  serpent.  But  tliis  work  shall  go  p^; 
Cbrist  is  still  in  his  war-chariot,  riding  forth  to 
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ccrtqucr,  «  He  shall  wound  the  head  over  di* 
vers  countries ;  he  shall  drink  of  the  brook  in 
Ac  way;  therefore  shall  he  lift  up  the  head/' 
tnd  pursue  his  victories. 

THE  DOCTOR. 


LETTER    XIV. 

TO  ME.  H.  W. 
Dmt  Sir,  Cricklewood. 

Your's  eame  to  hand,  but  I  have  been 
bu8y  in  writing  a  funeral  discourse  delivered 
tt  the  interment  of  my  invaluable  friend, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Jenkins.  I  know  but  little  of  the 
general  profession  of  the  present  day.  The 
Almighty  brought  me  under  his  discipline, 
himself  alone ;  he  supported  me  under  it;  and 
in  bis  tender  mercy,  he  delivered  me  himself  in 
Ins  own  time ;  so  that  the  whole  of  my  religion 
came  from  the  fulness  of  God  my  Saviour. 

I  was  once,  for  a  few  months,  cast  among 
a  company    of    fashionable    professors,    who 
had    prayer  -meetings,     experience  t  meetings, 
and    examining-meetings,   and   they    got   me 
for  a  while    among    them ;    and    this   is  well 
if  carried  on  by  spiritual  men.     But  these  to 
whom  I  allude  were   not  such   in  my  judge- 
ment;   I   therefore   left  it  off,   and  came  out 
from  among  them ;  for  pride,  ostentation,  and 
bowing  the  knee  to  conplinient  God,  in  order 
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to  gain  the  applause  of  men,  is,  in  my  aigb^  j 
most  abuininable.     God  Almighty  has  kept  me  '1 
from  this ;  and  of  this  be  assured  that  the  wliols 
mystery  of  all  real  godliness  is,  "  God  manifes^   | 
:ii  the  tiesh.'' 

The  doctrine  that  is  according  to  godliness^ 
is,  Christ  in  his  divine  attributes ;  Christ  in  liia 
office-character;  Christ  in  the  different  branch- 
es of  his  finished  salvation  ;  and  Christ  in  that 
near  relationship  that  he  stands  in  to  us  poor 
sinners,  such  as  Father,  Saviour,  Redeem- 
er, Brother,  Bridegroom,  and  Husband.  The 
power  of  godliness  is,  the  Spirit  of  Ciirist  id 
us;  the  gain  of  godliness  is,  to  have  Gwd  for 
the  portion  of  our  souls.  All  religion  must  lay 
in  communion  and  fellowship  with  theFatber, 
and  his  dear  Son.  And  this:  fellowship  isjom(- 
iDterest ;  ve  have  God's  love,  and  be  has  our 
love ;  we  have  Christ's  salvation,  and* -be  ha*' 
our  faith,  trust,  hope,  glory,  and  prais&  We 
have  the  Spirit^  witness  and  comforti,  and  lie 
has  us  for  his  abode;  we  are  the  temples  ortbe 
Holy  Ghost,  t  Cor.  vi.  19.  To  espouse  aools 
to  Christ,  are  ministers  sent ;  and  they  nkMt 
b^  hearty  friends  to  the  bridegroom,  who  aM 
successfiil  io  this  work.  ■   ; 

Sweet  is  that  religion  that  lays  between 
Christ  crucified,  and  the  sinner's  conscicttee. 
The  Sfreat  physician,  and  a  woundai:  swritj; 
the  good  shepherd,  and  the  loit  sheep ;  the  pet- 


ytiog  pfodigaiy  and  the  fatted  calf;  the  con^^ 
leaned  crimhial,  and  the  Lord  our  righteou9<« 
ie$»;  the  enemy  to  Ood,  and  the  reeonciier. 
What  a  meeting,  what  a  match,  aAd  what  i 
sweet  joint  do  these  two  parties  make,  when 
joined  together,  an<l  made  one  spirit.  This  it 
what  all  seekers  in  Christ  should  aim  at,  this  r^ 
the  rital  part ;  '*  And  I,  if  1  be  lifted  up,"  sajirf 
Christ,  •*  will- draw  all  men  unto  nre."  To  btf 
naked  to  him,  as-  the  branch  is  to  the  vine^ 
which  receives  all  its  life  and  fruit  from  the 
n)ot  and  stock,  this  is  sweet  indred,  and  is  our 
sure  abicrmg ;  atid  without  being  in  the  vine, 
and  abiding  therein,  we  can  do  nothing.  But 
too  many  aim  at  a  fair  shew  in  the  flesh,  and  no 
more;  arid  if  by  this  they  obtain  the  witness 
of  men,  and  their  approbation,  they  seem  pleas- 
ed and  contented.  But  when  temptations  come 
on,  when  sin  revives,  when  conscience  begins 
his  reproaches,  when  fears  are  awakened,  and 
terrors  surround  us — ail  this  external  appear- 
ance blasts,  withers,  and  fades  away. 

Private  retirement;  watching  the  hand  of 
God,  both  within  and  without ;  calling  om 
his  blessed  name  in  tlie  secret  closet;  acknow- 
ledging every  favour,  both  in  providem:e  and 
grace,  by  thankfulness,  by  blessings^  and 
praises  ;  reading  his  word  and  meditating  upon 
it  i  feeling  after  him  in  trouble,  and  contessing 
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what  I  «nd,ai9i«mjtiiQ»ie  hf^va  b^eft.  the^  suttit. 
means  by  wbi(^^]iijt.80t|1.1^8  bf$e%  kepti)iyp||, 
to  this  day;  ^d  I;beli^;6)e(Uia(.I  sha^l  n^igm 
die.  I  do  not  knQ:i^;,tlte  :gentleniao  that^lMli 
dismissed  you  Trom  his:  flock;  L  was  abyit 
three  times  mxoqiipany.  with.his  falser,, m9)p|^ 
t^^an  thirty  yeaw^ago^  bu^  lipvcr  sutce.  ,We.«f» 
tp  depart  froqi  fro.wa];d  .9ien,^who  have  not  1^ 
lips  of  knowie^,iiPjroY,.>dY,,7.  ,0 
pjeace  be  with  all  !^^t  love,  tl^,^  blMsc4%o 

.  Y<)ur>ii^Q8tpflf(pdi(mfk^ly»  ,..;.,  ,.*„ 
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LETTER   XV. 


Chureh  Street,  FuddtaigtBik 

YovR*s  came  safe  to  hand.  You  feardf 
failing  of  the  grace  of  God ;  this  fear  ofteik' 
springs  from  a  knowledge  of  one's  own  faeart,- 
and  the  desperate  deceitfulness  of  it}  fircmi 
pioua  suspicion,  and  godly  jealousy,  and  wcll^ 
bjeooaies  the  young  ■  ,  as  it  is  a  spur  to  hit' 
prayers  and  enquiries.  It  excites  a  desire  o# 
being  searched  and  tried,  and  led  in  the  way 
everlasting.  It  is  planted  there  to  keep  tfafefrl 
fromttopping  short,  from  settling  oa  the  old 
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leffl  bottom,  and  from  resting  in  thy  former 
tttainments.  It  will  make  thee  forget  those 
Aings  which  are  behind,  and  keep  thee  press* 
ing  after  those  things  which  are  before.  Be 
thou  in  this  fear  all  the  day  long,  that  thou 
migbtesC  not  depart  trom  him« 

A  hypocrite,  is  a  stige-player ;  the  part  that 

he  alVravs  acts,  is  that  of  a  saint  or  God,  as 

the  devil  does  that  of  an  elect  angel.     He  is 

one  that  begs  at  the  door  of  mercy,  bvit  never 

hungered  after  tlie  bread  of  life,  nor  the  righ- 

teousQcss  of  Christy  having  never  felt  the  sting 

of  death,  ncir  the  curse  of  a  broken  Idw.     He 

covets  the  name  of  a  saint,  but  in  heart  hates 

the  grace  that  is  in  him.     He  mocks  God  in 

Wi.rds,  and  men  in  appearance— it  is  all  to  be 

seen  of  men.     His  mouth  goes  one  way,  and 

his  heart  another  ;  with  the  former  he  draws 

near  to  God,  with  the  latter  he  is  far  from  him. 

His  outward  appearance,is  righteous  before  men, 

his  inward,  extortion  and  excess;  his  religion 

is  all  in  the  crowd,  none  in  the  closet.     He 

cannot  believe,   because  he  seeks  honour  from 

men,  and  not  the  honour  that  cometh  from  God 

only,  John«  v.  44.     He  groans  much  under  a 

sermon,    but   never    sick    nor   sorry ;    he    of- 

tea  turns    up  his   eyes  to  God,    but  not  one 

thous^ht  or  affection  with  him.     He  is  swift  to 

ipeak,  and  slow  to  hear ;  often  in  raptures,  but 
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jQever  in  contrition;  quick«iightcd  hi  the  ftn 
of  others,  but  blind  to  all  his  own ;  sees  a  mi 
in  a  rival,  and  overlooks  a  beam  in  self, 
loves  to  be  flattered,  but  hates  to  be  search^ 
talks  much  of  relieving  the  poor,  but  stc 
half  that  is  in  the  poor's  bag ;  cannot  endi 
li'aste  in  the  ointment,  but  sells  innocent  blc 
for  half  the  value.  He  strains  at  a  gnat,  a 
swallows  a  camel;  he  treasures  up  wrath 
religion,  and  cries  not  when  God  binds  him 
his  dissimulation. 

To  love  the  Lord  above  every  object, 
doubtless  the  criterion  of  a  saints  but  as  1 
carnal  mind  is  enmity,  and  as  the  law  stirs  tl 
enmity  up,  it  is  not  expected  to  be  found  in 
awakened  soul,  when  the  anger  of  God  appe 
against  it,  and  servile  fear  is  predominai 
which  fear  always  has  the  wrath  of  God  for 
object,  as  filial  fear  has  the  goodness  of  G 
for  the  object  of  it.  Moreover,  all  the  time 
doubt  whether  God  loves  us,  or  no,  our  Ic 
will  be  clogged,  it  will  be  smoking  flax  ;  bui 
will  not  flame  till  a  sense  of  God's  love  to 
draws  it  forth.  We  may  love  a  creature  t 
doiss  not  love  us,  for  nature  loves  nature,  a 
corrupt  affections  love  corruption,  *'  With  : 
flesh,  I  love  the  law  of  sin  T  but  we  cannot  h 
God,  till  he  loves,  or  discovers  a  love  to  ' 
moreover,  "  Where  little  is  forgiven,  the  sa 
loveth  little.''  Ajjain,  love  works  according 


the  proportion  of  faith  ;  if  faith  be  weak,  love 
irill  be  languid ;  if  strong,  love  will  be  warm, 
for  fiuth  works  by  love,  Gal.  v.  6. 

There  must  be  a  love  to  him,  where  there  is 

I   nstlessness  for  him,  a  dissatisfaction  with 

every  thing  short  of  him,  and  an  earnest  desirQ 

for  him,  and  the  heart  making  diligent  search 

tfter  him  ;  ^^  O  thou  whom  my  soul  loveth,  tell 

me  where  thou  feedest,  where  thou  make&t  thy 

flock  to.  rest  at  noon,"    Cant.  i.  7.    But  that 

wUch  swallows  up  all  our  love,  is  a  love-visit 

from  Christ,  when  he  visits  us  with  his  ffee^ 

nd  ftiU  salvation ;  and  faith  in  full  exercise  re^- 

ciives  it,  with  a  sense  of  God's  love  to  us,  shed 

abroad  in  our  hearts— then,  "  Whom  having 

not  seen,  ye  love ;  in  whom  though  now  ye  see 

kiirl  not,  yet  believing,  y^  rejoice  with  joy  un*- 

ipeakable,  and  full  of  glofy/'  1  Pet.  i.  8» 

W.H. 


LETTER  XVL 

TO  MR.  T: 

Church  Strp€t. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  RCCETV£D  thy  kind  epistle,  but  have 
been  out  of  town  this  week.  I  should  be  glad 
to  see  the  weather  settled  before  I  undertake 
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80  Ions:  a  journey  ;  however,  toward  the  latt 
end  of  next  week,  will  ^end  you  my  appoix 
ments,  as  soon  as  I  can  procure  a  supply  m  n 
absence.  I  hope  to  see  you  in  about  elev* 
days,  but  cannot  be  certain,  because  I  am  so 
a  loss  to  get  curates  in  my  absence. 

I  would  wish  to  put  the  dissenters  at  B. 
no  inconvenience  on  my  account,  nor  to  brii 
any  odium  on  them,  for  harbouring,  count 
nancing,  or  encouraging  such  a  one  as  myseJ 
Mv  God  is  the  same  to  me,  whether  in  a  baf 
or  in  a  cathedral.  Your  bam  would  be  the  her 
by  far,  as  that  can  give  no  offence,  and  wS 
contain  the  people ;  whereas,  if  the  weather  fc 
fine,  the  other  will  not :  however,  I  shall  Ica^^ 
this  matter  with  you,  only  wish  to  be  no  it: 
truder.  Legions  are  in  expectation  of  the  Coa^ 
heaver  at  G.  and  I  believe  that  God  will  no 
let  me  travel  thither  in  vain.  Farewell,  ma* 
providence  and  grace  be  the  support  and  com 
fort  of  thee  and  thine,  me  and  mine,  is  th 
prayer  and  desire  of.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  willing  servant  in  Christ, 

W.  H.  S.  S 
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LETTER   XVir: 

TO  THE  SAME, 
0ear  Sir, 

I  RECBivKD  thy  kind  letter,  and  thy  kind 
offer,  and  hnmbly  thank  you  kindly  for  both; 
I  hope  ever  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude,  your 
many  unmerited  favours  to  me,  and  to  have  you 
m  remembrance  before  God,  in  my  poor  im>t 
perfect  petitions ;  for  this  is  all  that  those  who 
are  poor  in  pockety  and  rich  in  faith^  can  do. 
I  have  got  a  bad  cough  and  cold  upon  me, 
which  generally  falls  to  my  share  in  the  winter 
season;  but  a  good  hope  through  grace,  more 
than  counterbalances  all  bodily  afflictions.  There 
is  a  mansion  above,  prepared  for  poof  sensible 
sinners,  where  the  inhabitants  shall  no  more 
say,  "  I  am  sick/'  Excuse  haste.  Dear  Sir,  as 
it  is  Friday  afternoon. 

Ever  your's  to  serve  you 

in  Christ  Jesus, 

W.  H.  S,  S. 
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IXTTER  xynL 

TO  .TH&  nAMK,^ 
My  dear  Friend,  .  r 

GEACKf  incrcy»  tii4  peace  be  vith  ih^  t 
take  this  oppoitimity  of  m€6tmiBg  tbee,  tlmt 
I  am  somewhat  better  of  my  ooldi  and  hofii 
to  be  out  to-morrov,  thoiigh  I  am  raAor 
hoarse.  My  God  has  |>eeti  good  to  me  in  thai 
affliction,  and  does,  (to  i  the  honour  of  hi^ 
name  be  it  spoken,)  maintain  my  heart  is 
faith,  and  my  soul  in  hope ;  and  suffers  not 
my  confidence  to  be  shaken,  or  moved.  Ah» 
my  dear  friend,  the  Lord  Jesus  is  a  present 
help,  and  an  unchangeable  friend,  when  all 
other  refuges  fail,  when  all  earthly  comforts 
vanish,  and  when  our  souls  shall  say,  I  have 
no  pleasure  in  them» 

I  bless  my  God,  I  know  whom  I  have  boT 
lieved  ;  and  I  know  that  he  will  own,  and  ac- 
knowledge me  to  the  end  :  and  my  earnest 
prayers  are  for  you  and  your's,  that  you  may 
share  in  the  saving  benefits  of  a  dear  Redemer  s 
cross,  as  the  only  refuge  from  satan's  rage,  from 
a  guilty  conscience,  and  from  tlie  anger  of  God* 
The  prophet  tells  us,  he  is  a  hiding-place  fron^ 
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the  tlwiDy  a  cotert  from  the  tempeit ;  and  the 
sbadow^  of  a  great  rock  ia  a  weary  land,  Isa. 
KKxiu  8.     And  such  he  has  long  been  to  poor 
,  unworthy  me,  and  my  prayer  is,  tliat  he  may 
be  the  same  to  you ;  that  he  may  reward  you 
in  your  own  bosom,   ten  thousand  fold,  for  all 
your  undeserved,  and  unexpected  favours  to 
ve,  bis  poor  unworthy  servant     I  send  thes6 
few  lines  by  my  friend  Mr.  B.  with  whom  you 
filled  at  my  house,  who  has  been  ill,  and  who 
It.  going  a  tour  into  the  country  for  the  air# 
Grod  bless  thee^  and  keep  thee,  so  prays, 
.  Thine  affitctionate  friend  and 
.  servant  in  the  Lord  Jesus. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER    XIX. 

TO  THE   SAME.  . 

Dear  Sir, 

I  WISH  grace,  mercy,  and  peace  to  thee, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  I  have  no 
other  way  at  present  of  acknowledging  thy 
manifold  favors  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  A.  to  nie, 
but  by  a  line  of  thanks  and  prayei — in  this  wa>, 
if  thou  wilt  have  patience  with  me,  I  will  pay 
thee  all. 
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I 'humbly  hope  that  as  the  Lord  baHtfaii 

ned  thy  heart  to  lend  assistance  to  the  mAMAi 
of  our  little  Chapel,  that  he  will  TouchsaiW^ 
give  you  a  meeting,  a  blessing,  and  pay  ^yiW 
comfortable  visit  whenever  you  come^adiev 
us ;  and  I  know  that  one  such  visit  will  aboi 
dantly  recompence  all  thy  kindness  to  m 
^'  In  his  favour  is  life,  in  his  presence  falnM 
of  joy,  and  at  his  right  hand  pleasfuries  for^^M 
more. -'  The  hardest  work  is  :  for  the  sensHlii 
se}f-despairing,  and  sin-burthened  soul,  to  ]ol 
tain  the  first  visit.  Shame  covers  our  laoe^  gun 
fills  us  with  confusion,  corruption  aanoys  us 
law,  conscience,  and  satan  accuse  us;  unbelie 
and  carnal  reason,  contradict  us ;  so  that  thei 
is  no  getting  at  the  dear  Redeemer  for  the  presi 
AH  the  enemies  croud  about  the  strait  gate,  an 
make  it  so  narrow,  so  contracted,  and  so  diflS 
cult  of  entrance,  that  it  requires  knocking,  un 
portioning,  and  striving  too ;  '^  Strive  to  entc 
in  at  the  strait  gate,"  says  the  dear  Lord  an 
Saviour. 

Indeed  it  is  a  sight  and  sense  of  our  loi 
estate,  and  the  accusations  that  we  feel,  tha 
should  drive  us  to  the  Advocate  and  Saviour 
**  The  kingdom  of  Heaven  sufFcreth  violence 
and  the  violent  take  it  by  force."  A  labourin] 
and  heavy-laden  sinner,  with  a  mouth  full  c 
confessions,  pleading  guilty  like  the  publican 
and  pleading  the  blood  of  Christ,  the  invits 
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tioDS  Jind  promises  of  God,  the  covenant  of 
grace,  and  God  rich  in  mercy  in  Christ  Jesus- 
is  as  terrible  and  as  formidable  at  mercy's  door, 
as  an  army  with  banners.  Such  a  sinner  cuts  a 
noble  figure  at  a-  throne  of  grace,  and  is  sure  at 
a  long  run  to  carry  the  day ;  **  In  due  time  ye 
shall  reap  if  ye  faint  not ;'  and  faithful  is  he 
that  hath  promised,  who  also  will  do  it 

The  best  weapon  in  this  combat  is  faith,  the 
next  is  importunity,  and  the  third  is  patience; 
'^  It  is  good  that  a  man  patiently  wait,  and  qui- 
etly hope  for  the  salvation  of  God :"  and  sooner 
or  later  the  Saviour  will  be  won  and  overcome 
too ;  "  Turn  away  thine  eyes  from  me, "  saith 
he  to  the  spouse,  "  for  thou  hast  overcome  me  ;** 
and  he  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for 
ever. 

Dear  Sir,  Farewell.  The.  Lord  bless  thee, 
and  accompany  these  scraps  with  his  blessing. 
To  encourage  and  comfort  thee  is  the  prayer 
and  desire  of,  thy  much  obliged  Friend,  and 

Willing  servant  in  Christ  Jesus, 

W.  HUNTINGTON. 
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BETTER  XX. 

TOTHEBAHB. 

■ 

To  my  dear  Fritttd^ 

.  Wishing  the  best  of  blessingSi  the  graiif 
and  .mercy  of  our  God  iu  Christ  Jesus,  and  the 
pnjoyment  of  til  other  blessings  which  are  tbf- 
f niits  and  effects  of  it }  all  promised  uid  freely 
given  to  poor  sensible  sinners  who  feel  thci^p 
need,  and  call  upon  our  .Lord  Jesus  Christ  for  iL 
This  is  the  best  Christmas  box,  the  best  wislv 
the  best  treasure ;  and  to  be  visited  of  God 
with  these  is  the  best  compliment  of  the  season, 
and  nothing  short  of  this  can  procure  or  secure 
a  happy  new  year. 

And  now  what  new  years^s  gift  am  I  to  send 
him,  why,  ^^  The  Lord  hath  created  a  new 
thing  in  the  earth,  a  woman  shall  compass  a 
man,"  Jer.  xxxi.  32.  To  us  this  child  is  bom, 
to  us  this  son  is  given  ;  he  is  given  as  our  surd* 
ty  to  pay  our  debts,  to  clothe  the  naked,  to  heal 
the  sick,  and  to  give  life  to  the  dead.  This  is 
the  best  new  year's  gift  that  ever  was  given, 
and  it  is  a  gift  that  will  last  for  ever. 

I  am  trying  hard  to  begin  this  ensuing  new 
year  by  seeking  the  face  of  Christ  by  humble- 
prayer  and  confessions,  and  if  I  can  enter  upoa 
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it  under  the  light  of  his  countenance,  and  with 
a  sense  of  his  approbation  and  of  his  presence  i 
I  defy  the  world  to  make  a  better  beginning 
than  I  shall.  And  I  am  in  hopes,  by  what  I 
have  felt  this  morning,  tliat  I  shall  not  seek  in 
Vain.  L.  told  me  that  you  said  I  seemed  to 
have  cast  you  off,  as  I  had  not  written  to  you, 
but  you  do  not  consider  my  much  labour  at 
this  time  of  the  year ;  and  besides  I  have  beeti 
very  poorly  with  a  cold  and  fever ;  nor  am  I 
well  now,  far  from  it  Poor  J.  is  very  ill,  and 
almost  blind  with  a  cold.'  I  am  going  for  a 
week  or  ten  days  into  Sussex;  at  my.  return  I 
hope  to  see  you,  if  you  will  do  me  the  pleasure* 
I  thank  you  kindly  for  my  malt.  Farewell, 
grace  and  peace  be  with  thee,  so  prays^ 

Your's  affectionately, 

W.  H.  S.  S- 
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LETTER  XXI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
My  poor  dear  Frif  nd» 

Mercy  and  peace  be  with  thee,  through 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  our  only  Mediator  and 
Advocate.  My  hearty  prayer,  and  desire  is, 
that  thou  mayest  obtain  mercy  of  our  dear  Re- 
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deemef,  thfotigh  fkitb  in  his  nune  ;vttiid'.be  A^ 
livered  by  hini  from  the  malice  and  Tor ioiisas« 
saults  of  isaUin,  who  goea  aboirt,  seelcing  whboi 
he  may  devour.  Christ  wias  matfit'est  In*  tUs 
flesh,  to  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil,  and  hii 
says,  he  will  take  the  prey  from  the  mightyj 
and  deliver  the  lawful  captcil^';  and  .contend 
with  him  that  contends  with  us,  and  rescue  ua 
from  the  hands  of  him  that  is  stronger  than  mi; 
I  wish  my  poor  old  friend  to  give  hia  nriod 
to  reading,  and  that  he  would  be  often  calling 
on  thename  of  our  Lord  Jesus'Chrisii  '  If  yott 
lead  the  four  evangelists,  you  will  there  observe 
how  many,  with  different  cases  and  comphunts^ 
come. with  their  petitions  to  him,  and  how  they 
all  prevailed;  so  tliat  not  one  was  sent  empty 
away :  •  and  the  scriptures  say^  that  Jesus  Christ 
ii  the '  same  yesterday,  to-da}^  and  for  ^ver. 
However  feeble,  or  incorrect  our  poor  prayera 
may  be,  yet  the  searcher  of  hearts  knows  our 
wants,  and  what  we  stand  in  need  of.  More- 
over, I  could  wish  you  to  come  and  stop  a 
month  with  us)  you  shall  be  heartily  welcome; 
arid  my  study  and  books,  are  at  your  service  all 
the  time  I  am  in  town.     Farewell,"  peace  and 

truth  be  with  thee. 

Ever  your*s, 

yi  .  H.  S.S. 


4r 


LETTER  XXII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
My  Dearly  Beloved  Friend, 

I  WAS  glad  at  my  heart  to  hear  from  you, 
and  to  see  your  hand-writing  once  more.  Fret 
not  at  being  low,  God  brings  low,  and  lifts  up; 
he  wounds,  and  he  heals  ;  he  kills,  and  makes 
alive  i  and  blessed  are  they  that  trust  in  him, 
through  Clirist  Jesus,  in  whom  God  is  re- 
conciled to  sinners,  and  in  whom  he  is  well- 
pleased. 

Paul  tells  you,  that  God  shewed  forth  all 
long-suffering  toward  him,  as  a  pattern  to 
others,  who  should  believe  on  him  to  life  ever- 
lasting; and  therefore  asserts,  "  This  is  a 
faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation, 
that  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save 
sinners;  of  whom,"  says  he  ^'  I  am  chief," 
1  Tim.  i.  15.  And  the  Saviour  says,  *^  1  came 
not  to  call  the  righteous,  biit  sinners  to  repentr 
ance:  the  whole  need  not  a  physician,  but 
they  that  are  sick."  Such,  and  only  such,  Jesus 
Christ  calls  to;  "  If  any  man  thirst,  let  him 
come  unto  me,  and  drink."  "  Come  unto  me 
all  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I 


will  give  you  rest.  Take  my  yoke  upon  yo^ 
and  learn  of  me;  and  ye  sliall  find  rest  ua  « 
your  souls," 

I  was  glad  at  my  heart,  to  see  your  h&nc:i 
writing  once  more;  for  God  knows  that  i 
have  ever  longed  after  your  soul's  welfar*< 
and  put  up  many  such  poor  petitioas  a^ 
mine  are,  in  your  behalf,  when  I  though** 
the  enemy  of  souls  was  carrying  you  cap-g 
tivc,  as  was  too  often  the  case.  I  beg  th^3 
young  Ladies  pardon  for  not  meutioning  their^ 
in  my  last,  but  it  was  through  hurry,  and  notjfl 
through  slight  or  disesteem.  If  I  should  not  1 
be  favoured  with  your  company,  I  do  intend  tOi 
see  you  some  way  or  other,  ere  the  cold  weatheKi? 
comes  on  too  sharp.  Satan  has  never  laicajj 
harder  at  you,  tlian  he  has  at  me  ;  nor  is  youc  4 
misery  greater  than  mine  has  been ;  yet,  hers^ 
am  1  to  this  day,  blessing  for  a  free,  and  aniS! 
everlasting  salvation,  Manassch's  witchcraft,^ 
Paul's  murder  and  curses,  Atary's  seven  devils^^ 
the  poor  thiefs  murder  and  insurrection — no  ji 
nor  the  m.id  Gaderene's  legion  of  devils,  cpult^. 
stand  before  the  omnipotent  arm  of  the  Son  of 
God,  and  sinners  only  Saviour.  God  for  eve* 
bless  ih'  e  and  thine,  so  pra^  s, 

Your's  to  serve  in  Christ 

W.  H.  S.  S. 

■  1  wrf*  •  •  Ufa  (tiiv^sl  tstU 
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LETTER  XXIII, 

TO  THE  SAME. 
Dear  Friend,  The  Cabin. 

Am  sorry  to  hear  that  you  are  so  much  de- 
bilitated; I  was  in  hopes  that  I  should  have 
seen  you  before  now,  as  I  think  you  might  be 
aHe  to  sit  in  a  carriage.  Who  knows  but  this 
Hmg  affliction  may  be  a  visiting  sin  with  a  rod^ 
and  iniquity  with  scourges  ?  it  may  be  in  very 
faithfulness  that  thou  art  afflicted. 

God  is  near  to  them  that  feel  after  him,  and 
he  says,  **  In  their  affliction  they  will  seek  me 
early."     His  afflicting  hand,  and  his  displeasure 
are  to  be  found  in  a  troubled  mirid,  in  a  dis- 
quieted  conscience,  and  in  the .  workings  of  a 
misgiving   heart ;    and  when   confessions  and 
prayers  are  made  to  him  for  what  has  been 
done  amiss,  there,  that  is  in  the  mind  and  con- 
science, he  is  to  be  fdt  after.     He  pron^ises  to 
look  to  them  that  tremble  at  his  word,  ind  to. 
dwell  with  them  that  are  of  a  broken  heart,  tp 
revive  the  spirit  of  the  humble,  and  to  rievive 
the  heart   of  the  contrite  ones,   Isa.  Ivii.  15. 
This  promised  looking  to  us,  dwelling  with  us, 

and  reviving  of  us,    are   the  things  that  we 
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astoDtshed  all  IwhoMsk's ;  and  so  she  was  bom 
a  second  time  on  her  death-bed,  and  went  to 
heaven  in  her  tint  love.  A  few  days  after, 
her  husband  £M«UtO  black  despair,  and  there 
he  will  lay,  f  UiibIe,  to  all  eternity  ;  he  sets  un- 
der me  now,  an^  ten  been  up  to  my  hou^e  to 
speak  tome,  butlvould  have  nothing  to  do 
with  him,-  for  h«  rejoiced  in  Zion's  calamity, 
DM  joia(4^:w{lbi'llii''»icked  i 


A'yrtftnfgl 


Htmarkably  well  dressed. 


fiid'A  T*ry-''fciMI»ti*lff hearer,  came  seven  <w 
«}gDt  ttioAilU*i|giK«#  Providence  Chapel,  to 
6tUr  iticf  'a«4<WMM>tlbie  after  she  told  a  friend 
•F  ftiine  that  Dhft'tiW)  been  a  hearer  of  the  word 
fbr  tfatl't«in^«tif^,  1»ut  never  till  within  theM 
nine  tnoflths,  /h^d  heard  the  word  for  herttlfi 
Several  people  took  notice  of  her  unconmon  aU 
fention,  and  being  a  stranger,  and  never  spMk- 
hi'g  trtth  «ay  One.  She  often,  however,  spdtNt 
fo  the  'wotnaii  that  looks  after  the  vestry,  icad 
Md  her'  llte'wonders  which  God  had  done  9n 
hut,  aai#  the  eattiest  desire  she  had  of  speakiiig 
tO'me;'«ftd  of^acertain  young  man,  who  bad 
l&tefy  thrust  himself  into  the  ministry,  whaaa 
lift  ln)d<cbndbct  she  knew!,  'and  who  behave^ 
go<>ilI  ove  night  at  Monkwell  .Street,  that'll 
Cpoke'te  hifh  cwicerand  for' which,  he  has  muoli 
lUiused  inii);'and  to  whom  she'  wrote  dnawAd 
latter,  teHingftnoi  of  hta'ttate,;.and  daritigprst 
samtftton;    About  :teo.TdHya  -ago  sbe  came'to 
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my  door  to  see  me,  but  the  name  being  strange, 
to  me,  and  being  engaged  in  my  study,  I  did  ' 
not.$ee  her.  Last  Suqday  mornjng  a  person 
v/aji  sent  to  iufgrm  me,  tha^  she  was  ho  more^  . 
ami  thatt:  she  .was  in  endless  glory  before  sTie 
closed  her  eyes  in  death ;  the  person  who 
brougl^^  the  tidings,  found  his  beart  too  big  £q 
relate  themi  .      »      ^     . 

As  soon  as  this  messen<;er  was  departed,  came 
also  another  young  woman,  to  bribg  tliif^  sacra-'! 
mental  ticket  of  a  poor  old  memper  of  ours' ' 
who   used  to  go  with  crutches;  I  think  she^" 
came  out  of  some. part  pf  Su^sek.  ^  Tlie  daugh- 
ter came  up  but  last  week  to  see  her, 'and  it 
was  to  find  her  aged  mother  ledving  the  stage" 
of  time,  and  to  be  a  witness  that  God  is  faith-' 
ful,  and  his  word  true  when  he  says,    "  Mark 
the  perfect,  and  behojd  the  upright,  for  the  end 
of  that  man  is  peace ;"  and  again,    '*  Precious 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  is  the  death  of  his 
saints."    Whether  the  daughter  knew  any  thing 
of  the  life  of  faith  I  know  not,   but  she  saw 
clear  enough,  that  the  end  of  faith  is  the  salva- 
tion of  the  soul;   and  accordin^:  to  her  confes- 
sion  in  the  vestry,  the  dying  speech  of  her  mo- 
ther's experience  was  like  that  of  our  Lord  on 
the  cross ;  "  It  is  finished,"  saith  the  sinner's 
iriend :    and  so  shall  every  one  say  that  trusts 
wholly  in  it,  and  dies  in  the  faith  of  it,  namely. 


that  be  is  the  autbor  of  eternal  salvation  to  all  ^ 
that  obey  him.  ■  ^•* 

When  I  got  into  the  coach  on'  Sunday  nigftt*  * 
last,  my  eldest  son,  Ga^  "wu  in  the  coach,  %lMr^ 
about  six  or  seven  yeM't^,  got  into  the  de^' 
waters,  according  to  What  I  heard  in  a  rbbira 
about  way;  and  sooh'kiftjer  be  liftied  uji'  bil* 
head,  and  heard  me  with  joy,  and  I  foiiid'by  * 
private  iutelligence,  thift  be  talked  reiy  setiai- 
bly,  and  sweetly  of  .the'  things  of  Ood.'  fiat" 
about  two  years  ago' be  n^  butup-agktn^  liiid' 
down  he  went  pretty. dd^  info  thiei  pit,  inbo« 
much  that  lie  could  nofrlook  up,  and  the%brk*- 
xnen  of  the  shop  saw  his  confusion ;  at  last  I 
asked  him   about  matters,  and   I   found  him 
occupying  business  in   deep  waters,  and  the 
contempt  of  fools  helped  forward  the  calamity. 
But  last.  Sunday  nigKt  he  told  me  that  I  had 
much  altered  my  method  of  preaching,  that  my 
doctrine  was  not  such   confusion  to  him   as 
usual,  that  it  came  all  home  to  his  heart,  and 
that  at  times  he  was  filled   with  love,    sor- 
row, and  contrition;  that  he  did  believe  now 
that  the  Lord  would  save  him,  and  at  times 
be  was  sure  he  would. 

The  wonderful  tidings  of  this  week,  has 
madb  it  a  week  of  mourning  to  me ;  the  good* 
ness  of  God  has  killed  me  quite,  and  I  have  sat 
m  tears,  sackcloth,  and  ashes  all  this  week 


55 

long,  except  in  the  pulpit.  I  have  likewise 
received  a  singular  letter  from  the  town  of  L, 
,  where  I  preached  last  summer,  of  the  deliver- 
[  ance  of  a  man,  who  had  been  long  tossed  up 
\  and.  down  like  the  locusts ;  but  God  delivered 
i  him  under  me.  I  think  to  send  that  letter  to 
Ij,  to  my  dear  brother  J.  for  the  inspection  of 
the  fearing  and  doubting  souls  there.  An 
amiable  gentlewoman  also  in  that  town,  at 
whose  house  I  lodged,  who  has  been  distressed 
and  battered  about  with  hypocrites  for  years, 
has  sent  word  to  me  that  she  is  at  the  point  of 
lying-in,  but  through  some  unknown  disorder 
to  me,  is  given  over  by  the  faculty,  and  pro- 
nounced a  dead  woman  ;  but  she  sends  me 
word  that  she  knows  Christ  for  herself.  Ac- 
cording to  my  prophetic  views,  these  are  going 
from  the  evil  to  come,  and  my  son  is  to  be  a 
man  of  strife  and  contention  like  his  father,  to 
all  the  earth.  God  bless  both  you  and  yours, 
is  the  earnest  prayer  of. 

Your  affectionate  Friend  and 

Brother  in  Christ  Jesus, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


) . 


LEtTER    XXV. 

TO'THBaAMB.     . 


If      liji. 


u.i 


^_  1  ■       "     ■'  •         ■  *         i 

Dear  partner,  feOow^ntti^  fiDoi^aiiilmr,  abd  JlilMI^ 
invatid.    ■      '  '  -         '"'  •    ■       ■"  '      '"'f'' 

I  HAVB  been  fpr  fkSm^  ^t^^  tsiH 

low  again  in  body,'  mth  a  iHHoQs  eohT|^ 
I  preach  but  setdam  at  present/  aird  die  jkfedphr 
geem  much  alarAfed  lit  it  iDh,^  ^ y  tlkniesiike'^ 
ivhat  should  ydu  and  I^ddnOW  ifwekEaiil^iitf 
portion  but  in  this  life?  li!foW  all  thm^  at^ 
Becoming  a  blank  to  us,  and  they  witl  never  be 
found  to  be  a  prize  by  any  that  come  after  us. 
But  we  look  for  a  pension,  a  portion,  a  re^ 
ward,  an  inhehtance,  a  more  enduring  substance; 
a  kingdom,  a  heavenly  country,  and  an  eternal 
weight  of  glory,  beyond  the  dark  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death.  How  dismal,  bow  gloomy  is 
the  prospect  be^e  us;  how  dark  doth  the  face 
of  things  appear.  How  uncommon  the  wea- 
ther, the  harvest,  the  seed-time,  and  the  whole 
season.  Providence  frowns,  the  oppressor 
smiles,  the  poor  quake  and  complain  of  bad 
times,  and  expect  worse  to  come.  Wars  and 
rumours  of  wars  are  fallen  out  in  our  days,  and 
no  more  signs  of  peace  now  than  there  was 
eeven  years  ago.    If  I  look  at  the  professing 
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world,  what  a  profession  1  how  few,  and  how 
awfully  gone  from  the  true  light  and  power ; 
and  matters  will  get  worse  and  worse,  instead 
of  better ;  none  of  these  things  will  bear  exam- 
ining: we  must  look  forward  to  the  things 
which  are  eternal,  for  there  are  nothing  but 
discouragementsr  look  which  way  you  may.' 

In  my  present  affliction,  I  have  had  many 
changes  pass  over  me ;  some  complainings  and 
ffiunnurings,  and  some  regret  and  compunction 
for  so  doing;  many  powerful  and  fervent  times 
in  prayer,  and  many  cold,  lifeless,  careless,  and 
indiffereut  times-  at  intervals.  Some  most 
wretched  rebellions  and  heart-risings  against 
my  only  friend ;  and  some  tears  of  grief,  and 
humble  confessions  of  the  want  of  submission 
to  his  will.  Some  near  approaches,  and  flow- 
ings  out  of  love  to  Jesus  for  a  moment,  inter- 
mixed with  sensible  distance  from  him,  and 
barrenness  on  that  account.  This  day  I  am  at 
ease  in  Zion;  no  spring  in  my  well,  no  oil  in 
my  cruse,  no  overflowings  in  my  cup,  no  bread 
and  to  spare  in  the  basket,  no  wine  in  my  flag- 
gon ;  and  yet  being  shut  up  at  home,  I  must 
write  to  my  partner,  though  I  have  nothing  to 
cay. 

The  good  work  appears  wonderfully  to  go  on 
among  us ;  I  have  repeated  tidings  of  this : 
and  the  more  success  I  have,  the  more  furnace- 
work  falls  to  my  share.     The  barn  is  as  full  as 


ever  it  caa  be  stufife^,  ;vith.itn]ri  cIm^  MlU 
vheat;   and  I  hope  there  »  no  siwU  ^Wftfj^ 
pure  grain  in  the  6oQr.     Every  tvne  ^Uwt;  Vggg 
poor  tabernacle  fiails  in  its  strength,  ,1  am  |Df>1|^ 
ing  out  for  a  discbarge  from  labour.  .  An  ihinJS 
servant  is  represented  as.  poor  and  needy,  vIInBE 
must  have  his  bire  at  his  day;  before  the.fuM 
gpes.down  be  must  be  .paid,  benauw  he  KlUdi^ 
bi9: heart  upon  it,   Oeut.  xxiv.  14^  IS.,    ~^ 
kingdom  of  heaven,  and  .Cbriat'the  lung,.-, 
an  householder  that  went  ou,(  early  to  hire  lk-« 
bourers.  into  his  vine^ftid;  some  he  .hired  eMj^ 
some  at  nine,  some  at  twelve,  and  some  at  fiva 
o'clock,  and  away  they  went  for  one  penny,  am* 
8even<pence-hatfpenny  per  day.      "  We  liav^ 
forsaken  all,  and  fultowed  thee;"  says  Peter^ 
"  what  shall  we  have  therefore  ?"    "  Vou  thaS 
have  followed  me  in  the  regeneration  shall  judgo 
the  twelve  tribes,  receive  an  hundred  folc^  and 
inherit  everlasting  life,"  Matt  xix.  S7,  to  89, 
The  poor  and  needy  labourer,  who  is  po<»  ia 
spirit  and  who  sets  his  heart  upon  this,  must 
be  paid  before  the  sun  goes  down.    The  hun- 
dred fold  ia  this  life  is  the  love  of  God,  because 
eternal  life  is  connected  with  it ;  for  let  a  man 
have  what  gifts  he  may,  if  he  have  not  charity, 
^e  is  but  an  instrument  without  life  giving 
sound.    But  if  God  circumcises  our  hearts  yt 
love  bim,  it  is  that  we  may  live. 
This  it  is,  namely,  the  love  of  God,  that  the. 
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poor  and  needy  labourer  sets  his  heart  upon, 

(be  wants  love  in  this  world,  and   life  in  the 

Dcxt)  when  God  says,   the  sun  shall  not  go 

down  upon  his  hire ;  and  Christ  says,  call  the 

labourers  and  give  them  their  hire.    And  the 

time  that  they  were  paid  was  at  six  o'clock  • 

for  he  that  was  hired  at  five  wrought  but  oiie 

hour,  and  then  got  his  penny :   and  you  kho\ir 

Christ  was  sent  to  magnify  the  law,  audio  ful* 

fil  all  righteousness,  therefore  the  labourers,  who  ^ 

set  their  heart  upcMi  their  hire,  being  poor  and- 

needy,  must  be  paid  before  the  sun  sets; :   The^t 

true  light  is  withdrawing ;  the  shadows'  of  the« 

evening  are  stretched  out;   the  sun  is  going 

down  over  the  prophets,   Micah,  iii.  6.     Zion, 

wliich  hath  borne  seven,  languisheth  for  want 

of  food,  and  still  she  hates  the  light,  therefi)!  e 

her  sun  shall  go  down  while  it  is  yet  day,  Jer. 

XV.  9.    And  the  worst  of  it  is,   that  there  are 

many  poor  and  needy,  whose  heart  is  set  upon 

their  hire,  and  who  have  not  got  it;  but  they 

shall  be  paid  before  the  sun  goes  down.     Thus 

my  dear  partner  I  have  furnished  a  scrap  for 

thee;  God  for  ever  bless  thee. 

Ever  yours  in  Christ  Jesus, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


>  I-. 


LETTER    XXVI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
IfydNrOMOar  in  Christ  ,         ..      .    ..  .    .?,  ... 

i I!  WAS  in  great  hopte  tibiC IilllQidA 
seat  th«e  in  tdwn  before  this  timtk  plhitiiltMH 
ezf>ectfttions  are  ail  cut  o£    If  I  oiMf^kfB  (MPi'tKj 
I  droppefi  thee  a  line  soibe  tune^baffkji^iMttf^ 
liave  not  heard  whether  it  atrived  .ta  noft;. 
ever,  my  soul  was  glad  to  heririthafi  til^ 
|>oor  mother  are  better.   ■         .r-  ':-k  rn»fr6i^^ 
I  have  had  one  of  the  worst  cdida^  ttidhlhA 
Bidst  violent  cough^  that  I  ever  had.  in  my  jilav 
One  night  having  preached  in  Monkwel]:Slieti^ 
till  I  had  not  a  dry  thread,  I  went'luiBUi:iP' 
Apen  chaise,  and  the  ^Hnd  was  iatoMtf  .col4 
that  before  I  got  half-way  I  had '  such  a  f  lyaifPT^ 
my  ears,  and  was  unbearable;  and  hwtiitn^li^ 
nued  bound  in  the  chest,  and  hoatse^  and  if^vet* 
ish  ever  since ;  and  indeed  began  to  think  .tbak 
I  should  never  more  get  rid  of  it :   but  it  is 
rather  better  at  present.    Sure  I  am  never  is 
Christ  so  precious,  never  does  his  salvation  ap- 
pear so  great,  never  does  the  day  of  small  things, 
the  least  buddings  of  hope,  and  faith  as  a  grain 
of  mustard-seed,  appear  so  great  as  when  we 
are  sick.    How  great,  how  precious  are  these, 
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when  our  earthly  house  appears  to  be  dissolv- 
^S  9  7^^  ^^^  \esLSt  evidence,  and  the  smallest 
claim  upon  God,  appear  of  more  worth  than  a 
million  worlds. 

Oh !  my  dear  brother,  what  are  we  that  we 
should  hope,  and  what  are  we  that  God  should 
<itoop  so  low  as  to  visit  us?    But  we  know 
whom  we  have  believed,  nor  shall  we  ever  die ; 
**  Because  I  live,   you  shall  live  also."    No 
ating  of  death  in  the  conscience,  no  curse  of 
God  in  our  tabernacle,  no  wrath  of  God  in  our 
soul,  BO  fear  of  death  before  our  eyes :  "  The 
living,  the  living  shall  praise  him :"  and  why  ? 
because  he  is  not  the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of 
tke  living,  Mark,  xii.  27.    And  though  we  are 
St  times  in  the  furnace,   and  under  frowns^ 
^der  the  rod,  and  under  spiritual  desertions, 
yet  not  dead :   *'  This  is  my  comfort  in  my 
sffliction,  for  thy  word  hath  quickened  me.** 
And  indeed  as  life  is  the  most  invaluable  bless- 
iJ^g  that  souls  can  enjoy,  the  Lord  has  couched 
it  in  every  promise,  and  in  every  grace.    '*  The 
fear  of  the  Lord  is  a  fountain  of  life,"  Prov. 
xiv.  27.    Thus  life  appears  in  the  first  grace ; 
for,   **  Tlie  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning 
of  wisdom.''    And  so  it  does  in  the  first  cra- 
vings of  the  soul ;  "  Blessed  are  they  that  hun- 
ger and  thirst  after  righteousness ;"  and  God's 
blessing  is  life  for  evermore,  Ps.  cxxxiii.  3. 
1  have  this  day,  being  Friday,  shut  myself 
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up;   and  given  myself  wHolfjr'  unto:. pnytf<#/ 
Having  had  a  doctor  that  baa  done  roe.  nogood^ 
I  have  entreated  the  best  Physician  to  give. me 
strength  for  my  work;  and  that  it  might. pleaisc 
his  blessed  Majesty  to  send  rain*upon  the  earthy 
agreeable  to   his  own  order,  where  he  sayv 
'*  Ask  ye  of  the  Lord  riaun  in  the  time  of  the^ 
latter  rain/'  Zech/  x^  1.    But  who  of  what  ore 
we,  that  the  Lord  should  condesteild  to  attend 
to  the  requests  of  such  poor  creatures  I  and 
this  discourages  us.    The  many  evil  workings^ 
rebellions,  and  murmurings^  that  work  in  our 
wicked  hearts,  at  least  in  mine,  which  maket 
me  backward  in  asking  such  great  favours,  wha 
am  myself  such  a  murmuring,  repining,  peevish, 
and  fretful  a  rebel ;   but  we  have  a  Mediator, 
and  it  is  well  we  have,  or  woe  to  us.     My 
souFs  enemy  suggests,  will  God  alter  the  wea* 
ther  for  such  a  poor  worm  as  you  ?  however,  I 
have  given  myself  wholly  up  to  it,  and  may 
his   will  be  done.     I  am  doubtful  whether  I 
shall  ever  see  Bolney  again.     I  look  as  well  as 
ever,  but  am  weakness  itself;   and  if  we  never 
meet  again  in  your  barn,  we  shall  in  God's, 
when  he  will  gather  his  wheat  into  his  barn, 
and   burn   the   chaflT.      God  bless  all   at  the^ 
IJower. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER   XXVII. 

TO  MRS.  M. 

# 

This  winter  tries  me  not  a  little.  I  have- 
been  confined ;  my  cough  is  bad,  and  my  breath 
very  short;  but  a  good  hope  sweetens  all.  And 
why  are  we  favoured  with  this,  when  tliousands 
are  without,  and  when  all  are  by  nature  chil- 
dren of  wrath,  one  as  well  as  another  ?  But  he 
would  not  suffer  this  to  be  our  rest,  it  is  pol- 
luted ;  nor  will  he  put  us  off'  with  a  portion  in 
this  life. 

He  has  flatly  forbid  the  banns  between  our 
souls  and  the  spirit  of  this  world ;  and  put  en- 
mity between  the  serpent  and  the  Saviour,  be- 
tween the  seed  of  the  church,  and  the  serpents, 
and  the  generation  of  vipers ;  so  that  there  is 
no  concord  between  Christ  and  Belial,  no  fel- 
lowship between  light  and  darkness,  and  no 
equal  part  between  the  believer  and  the  infidel. 
God  put  this  enmity  long  since,  and  Christ 
came  four  thousand  years  after  to  confirm  it : 
"  Think  you  that  I  am  come  to  send  peace  on 
earth  ?  no,  rather  divisions,  yea,  a  sword  and 
a  fire,"'  Matt.  x.  34.  And  this  drives  us  to  each 
other,  and  all  of  us  to  Christ;  xind  I  defy  the 
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world  and  professors  ever  to  hate  me  mora  WB 
I  bate  them. 

This  enmity  stays  n«t  here,  the  war  is  widuU 
as  well  as  without ;  blindDcss  and  light,  ftitt 
and  unbelief,  hope  and  despondeArf,  peace  and 
war,  joy  and  miseiy,  love  and  enmity,  submit- 
won  and  rebellion,  meekness  and  stubhomnesi^ 
humility  and  pride,  a  will  to  work  ^nd  a'wil 
to  loifeer,  strength  and  weakness,  tmth  ami 
falsehood,  siDCcrity  and  hypocrisy,  filial  fcarO 
God  and  carnal  fear  of  man,  prosperity  and  ad 
versity,  sweetness  and  bitterness,  all  ar«  ■ 
times,  to  this  day,  warring  in  the  Doctor,  «hi 
holds  with  Christ  and  with  Satan,  one  pac 
•erving  the  law  of  God,  and  the  other  the  lav 
of  sin.  But  it  is  in  vain  to  fret,  in  .vain  t: 
repine,  for  nothing  else  but  dying'  in  this  wa 
can  discharge  us  from  this  war.  I  have  ofte' 
thought  that  the  greatest  share  of  this  sort  c 
strife  and  contention  thatever  fell  to  the  ahar 
of  mortals,  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  that  compel 
sitioD  of  mud  and  water,  commonly  called  tb 
Coalheaver. 

The  private  saint  has  always  soiiiethtng  ti 
stay  him  if  he  is  in  bonds,  he  tias  his  qloset, 
he  has  his  lonely  retreat,  but  not  so  the  watcb 
man,  not  so  the  labourer;  his  light  muatshint 
before  men  if  he  is  stone  blind,'  he  must  feei 
the  flock  if  himself  fasts,  and  proclaim  llbevt' 
to  others  if  he  is  in  bondage  himaelE     He  nul 
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itraigthen  weak  hands  if  his  own  let  go,  and 
confirm  the  feeble  knees  if  he  cannot  stand 
ilone  himself;  yea,  and  recommend  and  set  off 
the  excellency  of.  Ciirist  even  when  his  own 
heart  kicks  and  rebels  against  him :  and  if  this 
is  not  hard  work^  what  15?  And  yet  ar.  this 
time  1  envy  not  nor  covet  the  best  man's  state 
in  ail  the  world. 

Adieu, 

W.  H. 


LETTER    XXVIIL 

TO   MRS.  L. 
I^r  Sister  in  Christ  Jesus, 

When  I  rode  with  you  from  Bristol  to 
"^th,  you  seemed  to  be  one  of  a  sorrowful  spi- 
^^t«  I  doubt  you  look  too  much  into  yourscH| 
^'  strive  too  much  in  your  own  strength.  If 
looking  within  is  such  terrible  uork,  we  ought 
to  try  what  looking  to  Jesus  will  do,  seeing  he 
hath  commanded  us  to  run  the  race  set  before 
^  looking  to  the  end  of  the  race  instead  of 
looking  to  sinful  self,  or  to  the  difficulty  of  the 
^ay.  I  strove  for  some  years  to  attain  perfec- 
tion; and  when  I  was  brought  to  see  nothing 
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but  siti  in  my  nature,  then  t  was  led  to  fit 
myself  perfect  in  another ;  and  what  I  cfto 
not  obtain  by  a  deal  of  hard  labour,  I  foul 
communicated  in  answer  to  prayer,  wliii^h  mai 
nie  more  fond  of  begging  at  a  throne  of  gra 
than  striving  in  my  own  strength. 

Ttie  path  to  heaven  is  rough,  but  it  is  bo 
safe  and  sure.  Christ  is  the  path,  the  guit 
and  tlie  end  ;  and  blessed  is  tliat  soul  w 
ventures  on  his  faithfulness  and  truth,  a 
places  all  his  hopes  on  his  blood  and  rightcoi 
ness.  I  have  served  God  now  above  fifte 
years,  and  have  found  him  one  of  the  best 
masters  to  oae  of  the  worst  of  servants.  '^ 
faith  has  often  been  dashed  out  of  countenaut 
when  his  faithfulness  has  shOne  like  the  sui 
my  hope  at  times  has  been  just  ready  to  gi' 
up  the  ghost,  when  his  salvation  has  been  er< 
at  the  door.  Between  my  own  ingratitude  ai 
hiS  everlasting  love,  between  the  weakn^' 
tny  faith  and  the  faithfulness  and  triith  of  ii 
tibrd,  I  have  had  many  an  huml>ling,  miby 
wetpirig  hour.  '  ■'  ■ 

1  take  ft  for  granted  your  warm  old  mut 
yet  alive,  and  in  a  flourishing  conditio^"' 
doubt,  as  he  has  always  foi)d  or  fuel  toV 
I  tlie  wre'tctieil  beggar  up ;  and  therefore  % 
likely,  in  one  sense,  to  live  as  long  as  you  w 
ibiit  the  conifort  is,  he  is  nailed'to  tTie^ 
'4  know  he  would  gladly  get  from   it,  but 


4laily  cfdBs  wiil  Mt  get  from  bim.  No.  sooner 
4m8  that  coaclexDded  criminiil  stpuggle  for 
fliaiMry  or  deliMcrance^  no  sopner  is  he  grAti<» 
itificdy^Adulged^  or  conaulted^  but  on  coni^A .  the 
cross  on  bis  back  ;  this  makes  so  much' chequer 
!iiForkJo  the  Christian's  jour&ey,  and  it, must  be 
so,  or  we  tfaduld  hardly  know  who  is  master^ 
The  new  man  walks  but  when  the  bones  of  the 
old  man  are  racked  on  the  cross,  and  grace 
reigns  when  the  old  man  sits  on  the  dungbilL 
This  wretched  neighbour,  this  devil  ish  tenant, 
must  remain  under  the  same  roof,  for  there  is 
no  ejecting  him  out,  either  by  law  or  gospel ; 
to  keep  him  halting  by  faith  and  prayer,  is  all 
that  can  be  done  or  expected :  and  the  Lord 
hath  said,  •*  That  grace  shall  reign  through 
righteousness  to  life  eternal.^'  This  being  the 
case,  we  must  expect  a  war  all  the  way,  there^ 
fore  it  is  in  vain  to  dream  of  ease ;  in  this  worJd 
■  we  shall  have  tribulation ;  it  is  enough  for  us 
that  in  the  Saviour  we  shall  have  peace. 

.Be  diligent  in  the  means  of  grace,  be  often 
mt  your  £ible  in  times  of  leisure  from  business, 
be  fervent  in  prayer  however  withstood  :  God 
.lp\'es  a  diligent  Christian,  God  loves  an  impor-* 
.tunate  beggar.  The  best  faith  is  that  which 
^ill  take  no  denial  at  a  throne  of  grace,  when 
it  pleads  for  that  which  the  Lord  has  proniiaed 
^  give.-  My  health  is. but  very  indifierent  at 
4p>res^t,   and  mapy  ^fff  be. glad  whoD  it  is 
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worse;  but  blessed  be  the  Lord,  'Mknowii 
whom  I  have  believed,"  and  that  is  my  < 
fort  in  affliction ;  and  indeed  that  sweetens  \ 
bitter  cup.  Pray  tender  my  kind  respects  tfl^ 
any  friend  at  Trowbridge,  if  there  be  any  that 
know  me,  or  enquire  after  me ;  and  the  same 
to  your  spouse  unknown,  while  I  remain,  J 

Thine  in  the  path  of  tribulation,         ^ 
W.  HUNTINGTON-^ 


4 


LETTER    XXIX. 

TO  MR.  B. 
Trua  yoke-fellow,  fellow-cripple,  and  fellow-invalid. 

It  is  good  for  thee  and  me  that  the  ha^B^ 
the  lame,  the  maimed,  and  the  blind,  are  call^erf 
to  the   marriage-feast;    for  if  none  but  tfce 
whole,   the  sound,  and  the  alert  were  caUc<i 
there  could  be  no  room  for  us.     Neverthele»* 
the  wise  man  will  have  it,  that  all  ages  and  sexc» 
have  something  to  glory  in.      "  The  glory  or 
children  are  their  fathers;"   this  they  boast  of. 
*•  I  write  unto  you  little  children."  says  John, 
"  because  you  have  known  the  Father."     "  The 
gltify  olf  young  men,"  says  Solomon,  *'  is  thett 
strength."    "  I  have  written  unto  you  young 
men,"  says  John,   "  because  you  are  strong. 
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ind  the  word  of  God  abideth  in  you ;  ye  have 
orcTcome  the  wicked  one."  "  The  glory  of 
old  men  is  the  grey  head ;"  these  love  to  talk 
of  things  in  days  of  old,  and  of  their  senior 
knowledge.  And  "  I  have  written  unto  you 
fathers,  because  you  have  known  him  that  is 
from  the  beginning."  "  A  virtuous  woman  is 
a  crown  to  her  husband ;"  **  His  heart  doth 
safely  trust  in  her,  so  that  he  shall  have  no 
need  of  spoil."  "  A  woman  that  feareth  the 
Lord,  she  shall  be  praised.  Give  her  of  the 
fr\iit  of  her  hands,  and  let  her  own  works 
praise  her  in  the  gates." 

But  our  outward  man  decays ;  O  my  dear 
friend  !   so  it  does;   but  the  inward  man  is  re^, 
^^wed  day  by  day.     His  hand,   which  is  faith, 
*^amtains  its  hold,  and  sweetly  works  by  love 
'o  the  altogether    lovely  object.      The  new 
^feature  builds  his  nest  in  the  rock ;   the  dark 
■"cgions  of  the  shadow  of  death,  and  all  its  dis- 
mal glooms,   is  banished  out  of  sight;  and  the 
doors  of  it  for  ever  closed  against  all  that  fa^ 
"^our  his  righteous  cause.     The  first  feature  of 
^^e  new  man  that  escapes  from  Satan's  cell,  is 
Expectation;   and  one   healing  or  supporting 
^y  of  light  darting  in,  leads  the  understanding 
out,  but  still  the  soul  is  bound ;  then  hope  gets 
out,  being  drawn  forth  with  a  momentary  melt-' 
ing  beam  of  divine  approbation,  and  a  transient 
discovery  of  distant  love;  but  in  the  twinkling 
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of  an  eye  that  is  vanished,  and  hope  letum 
like  th£  snail  to  its  shell;  but  when  love  comrs 
and  rests  in  the  heart,  the  soul  returns  to  it 
cavern  no  more.  Thus  comes  the  new  crea 
ture  forth,  uiuier  the  influence  of  the  unutter 
able  Com  toner. 

This  creature  shall  never  die,  nor  shalF  3 
ever  cease  from  yielding  fruit;  for  in  the  wors 
of  hours,  u  hen  in  the  furnace  of  attiiction,  tbei 
are  some  sorts  of  fruits  dtscoveied,  such  as  sel 
abasement,  '^  He  that  abaseth  himstlf  shall  h 
exalted;"  se!f-abhorrcnce,  •*  I  abhor  myselfj" 
says  Job,  "  an<l  rept-nt  in  dust  and  ashes,"  anc 
God  proceeds  no  further  against  him ;  selP 
Joathing,  '•  Ti^cn  you  shall  remember  your  owe 
evil  ways  that  were  not  good,  and  shall  loath 
yourselves  in  your  own  sight  for  your  iniqui- 
ties, when  I  am  pacilied  towards  \ou.  saith  the 
Lord  God."  Another  is  metkness;  the  soul  if 
so  broken,  bruised,  and  depressed,  that  it  sub- 
mits, and  cannot  aven2[e  its  \s  ronji:s,  however 
imposed  upon.  Shame,  and  confusion  of  face 
^  For  your  shame  you  shall  have  double,  an^ 
for  confusion  they  shall  rejoice  in  their  portion 
everlasting  j'^y  shall  he  imto  them  "  Quietnes. 
of  spirit;  **  The  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiei 
spirit,  in  the  sight  of  God  of  great  price/' 
^And  in  quietness  and  contioence  shall  be 
.joar  strength."  Patience;  **  It  is  good  that  a 
patiently  wait,  and  ({uietly  hope,  for  the 
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talv^on  of  Gq^/'    The  fruit  of  the  Ijps.  con- 
fession,  pv^ycr,  praise,  and  thanksgiving.   ^'Tli^i 
^uit^  of  righ(eo^sDess ;"  tliese  4re  peace,  reconi* 
CRiLi^(iQn,  frieadaliip  with  |}ii)),  and  aftection  t9 
bii^n,  attended  with  love,  joy,  and  gladness.     '** 
These,  my  dear  companion,  are  some  of  what 
the  Lord  calls  fruits,   and  it  is  out  of  the  Sal? 
yiouj's  fulness  that  the  good  Spirit'of  our  God 
brings  them,  and  under  his  influence  they  fldi^ 
put?     **  Aivake,  O  porth  wind,  and  come  thott 
•ou^bf  blow  upon  my  g^den,   that  the  spices 
thereof  may  flow  out,"  Cant    iv.  16.     IJnelef 
:^se  refreshing  breezes,  and  soul-dissolvings 
g^Les,  godly  sorrow,  contrition,  humble  confi* 
4ieTice,  and  the  springs  of  gratitude,  bubble  up 
Vnd  flow  out,  attended  with  blessmgs,  praises, 
Vx^  tJianksgivings.     As  the  vSaviour  lives,  w~p 
iliajU  live  also ;  and  as  all  fulness  is  in  hiu),  so 
our  leaf  shall  be  green,  nor  shall  we  cease  from 
yielding  fruit. 

w;  H. 


LETTER    XXX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
•   fitar  Bro.tl|fr  ip  Christ  Jesus, 

.1  BECEivED  your  kind  letter,  and  am  soriy 
to  find  you  %o  ill^   but  every  son  must  be 


scourged  andcTiastcned,  that  God  reccivM  int» 
his  lavour.  Fiom  thi"  rod  none  an-  fxempt 
bul  bastards;  the  rodof  (iod  is  not  iip'jii  tin  in. 
If  God  bestoMs  upon  a  sinner  the  invaluaWo 
blessing  and  gifi  of  faitli,  it  is  given  us  to  live 
by;  "  The  just  man  shall  live  by  fiiith."  Fairh, 
like  an  industrious  hand,  attends  prayer  to  bring 
something  from  above  to  the  necessitous  soul; 
Whatsoever  you  ask  believing,  you  shall  receive. 
It  deals  witii  the  atonement  and  satisfaction  of 
Christ  for  pardon,  peace,  and  reconi  iliatioQ 
with  God.  Fuitli  de-ds  with  the  bowels  of  the 
Lord  for  repentance  and  mert-y,  with  his  arm 
for  strength,  uith  his  righttousncss  fir  justifi- 
cation, and  with  liis  eternal  love  to  r^st  out 
fear  and  torment.  Faith  has  to  do  with  the 
kind  providence  of  God  also  for  food  and  rai- 
ment,  for  these  thini>s  are  given  us  in  Chritt^ 
and  held  forth  in  an  unconditional  promise. 
"  I  will  rail  for  tlie  coin,  and  will  increase  it, 
and  lay  no  fimine  upon  you;  but  for  all  this  I 
will  be  enquiieil  of  by  the  house  of  Israel  to 
do  it  for  them." 

But  has  faith  nothing  to  do  with  bodily 
afflictions?  Is  not  Christ  the  Saviour  of  the 
body,  and  the  great  Physician?  The  wotnaa 
with  her  issue  of  blood  tried  many  physicia[n», 
and  spent  all  that  she  had  upon  them,  and  like 
Job,  found  them  to  be  physicians  of  no  value; 
and  therefore  applies  to  one  who  never  failed: 
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diis  if  the  sick  inaii^s  best  friend,  and  the  suit 
ner^s  last  refuge.    Here  she  obtained,  without 
iilon^y  aii<l  without  price,  what  no  money  .could 
^er  procure,  that  is,  liodily  health,  and  eternal 
falvation.    **  Asa  was  diseased  in  his  feet,  unti^ 
Ilia  disease  was  exceeding  great;  yet  in  hif 
disease  he  sought  not  to  the  ]^rd,  hut  to  the 
physicians, **  8  Chron.  xvi.   18..,   A  bu/ich  of 
figs,  a  little  clay  made  of  spittle,  servecl  ^in^ 
m  divine  power  to  break  a  burnii^g  boU,  -and 
vestpre  the  blind  to  sight 
.    This  Physician  is  always  the  same,  and  he 
4nn<t  be  sought  to  in  every  time  of  needj^  or  else 
J)e  Js  dishonoured,  neglected,  and  slighted,  in 
Iiis  offipe-capacity ;   for  our  help  is  laid  upon 
Jhim,  as  one  mighty  to  save.     If  he  speaks  the 
word,  his  servant  shall  be  healed.    The  com- 
plaints of  sensible  and  humble  sinners  are  sure 
to  move  him ;  and  cries,  groans,  sighs,  tears, 
liumble  petitions,  and  faith,  will  fetch  virtue 
out  of  him ;  these  will  be  sure  to  touch  him : 
'*  And  as  many  as  touched  him  were  made  per- 
fectly whole,"  for  there  went  virtue  out  of  hiq), 
and  healed  them  all ;  and  thus  he  took  our  in- 
firmities,   and   bare   our  sicknesses.      And   is 
there  no  balm  in  Gilead  now?    Is  there  no 
physician  there?     Yes,  there  is;  then  let  your 
request  be  made  known  unto  the  Lord. 

I  am  now  on  my  watch-tower.     I  have  com- 
mitted my  cause  to  him  that  is  wonderful  in 


them  an  appetite,  and  of  course  are  seldom 
banquettetl.  Such  I  used  formerly  to  observe 
■with  envy,  and  waich  with  a  jealous  eye;  but 
now  I  hug  the  cross,  and  hnpc  for  the  pro- 
mised profits.  As  our  afflictiuns  abound,  so  our 
consolations  abound  alsi^  2  Cor.  i.  5 

God  Almighty  help  thee  to  submit  under  his 
mighty  hand,  who  will  must  suiely  exalt  thee 
in  due  lime.  The  devil  is  sadly  ;.;fievL'd,  aud 
nubelief  wilt  contribute  not  a  Utile,  to  aid  and 
assist  him;  though  this  is  strange,  yet  it  is 
true:  and  when  men  have  been  long  in  bon- 
dage, and  unbelief,  they  yield  to  it,  indulge  t^ 
and  try  to  harden  iheuisetvei.  in  sorrow;  so 
that  unless  truth  come  with  double  force,  it 
cannot  enter.  But  Christ  will  work,  and  who 
BbaUIetit? 

T|ie  morning  star  is  the  forerunner  of  day- 
br^,  day-spring,  and  the  dawning  forth  of 
the  sun  of  righteousness,  who  comes  with  heal* 
in^  in  his  wings,  or  pardon  in  his  beams.  This 
dawn  of  eternal  day,  breaks  forth  ;  light  shaU 
arise  in  obscurity,  and  health  shall  spring  for^ 
speedily,  so  as  to  make  every  convinced  ai^d 
convicted  sinner  a  liar.  Nevertheless  they  will 
go  down  again  and  again,  but  not  willingly^. 
and  when  down,  satan  will  overhaul  it,  entity 
upon  it,  r^se  doubts  about  it,  and  labour  wit^ 
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dl  his  art  and  mi^ht  to  dispute  them  out  of  it; 
ind  thiey  in  judgment,  in  mind,  and  in  word^ 
iHriU  give  it  up ;  but  the  heart  and  conscience 
iriiich  found  peace  while  it  lasted,  will  not 
Iblly  part  with  it,  but  will  be  craving,  and 
looking  out  for  a  renewal  of  it,  or  that  he  will 
come,  and  do  that  work  over  again,  which  is 
ijrhat  the  scriptures  call  reviving  his  work,  and 
Bringing  us  forth  to  the  light,  so  that  we  shall 
it  again.    The  Lord  strengthen  thee. 


LETTER  XXXII. 


This  comes  to  inform  you  that  I  am  to  be 

^t  L.  next  Sunday  se^nnight,  to  preach  there 

three  times  on  that  day,  and  on  the  Monday, 

Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  evenings  following, 

if  God  permit,  when  and  where  I  hope  to  sec 

you.     I  have  been  very  poorly  for  some  time; 

and  am  but  weak  and  feeble  now,  but,  ^'  Bless 

the   Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all  his 

bonefits ;"  and  for  a  good  hope  through  grace, 

among  the  many  undeserved,  and  unexpected 

favours,  bestowed  on  the  least  of  all  his  crea* 

tures,  and  the  chief  of  all  sinners 

He  leaves  me  not  without  a  witness,   nor 
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without  an  evidence,  nor  without  a  tofecffl  , 
for  goo[l,  nor  without  a  provirieuce,  nor 
without  light,  nor  without  life,  all  of  which 
are  new-covenant  blessings,  and  bear  a  last" 
ing  date.  Faithful  are  the  covenant  niakersi 
and  the  compuct  is  well  executed,  ratified^ 
and  confirmed  by  the  covenant  head.  The  i 
blessings  all  free,  all  safe,  and  all  sure;  aJl 
yea,  and  all  amen,  from  end  to  end.  The  baod  , 
of  it  is  God's  eternal  love;  the  legacies,  grace 
and  glory;  the  heirs  of  it,  predestinated  to  the 
adoption  of  sons;  the  Donator,  God  the  Fa- 
ther; the  Testator  who  confirmed  it  by  deathy 
Jesus  Christ;  the  Executor,  and  Distributer 
of  the  legacies*  the  Holy  Ghost;  the  promise 
sure  to  all  the  seed.  The  way  into  the  bond  of 
the  covenant,  is  under  the  rod;  the  gate  of 
entrance,  is  Christ;  the  act  of  eutering,  is 
believing ;  the  blessings  then  eqjoyed,  are  joy 
and  peace- 

-.,  This  is  the  covenant  of  grace,  because  it  eafi* 
hibits,  and  reveals,  the  everlasting  love  of  Qo^t 
;(ti)d,all  the  blessed  fruits  and  eflf'ects  of  iti^^j^ 
^ov^nantof  life,  because  life  is. the  great  ^^ 
grand  blessings  of  it,  and  because  life  aqdjja- 
mortality  are  brought  to  life  by  it.  It  is  ^fi 
covenant  of  peace,  because  peace,  recon^jlit' 
tion,  and  frieudsiiip,  through  Christ'are.  re^Bftl- 
~  ed  in  it,  and  held  forth  by  it.  It  is  the  bfttfii' 
covenant,  holding  forth  the  greatest,  and  beH' 
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diiiigs.  Tbe  covesfint  of  promise^  ^bemtee  all 
llbe  blessings  of  it  are  fVeely  given*  The  hro* 
tberly  covenant,  that  brings  us  aa  sons  to  the 
elder  brother,  and  ittakes  us.  joint  heiito  wijkh 
him.  The  covenant  of  royalty,  that  makeans 
kiiigs ;  the  eovenant  of  an  everlasting,  priests 
hood^  that  makea  us  priests  unto  God ;  and  .the 
iovenant  of  wedlock,  by  which  we  are  b^ 
tnkhed  for  ever  in  righteousness,  faithfulness^ 
Uoiderniercies,  and  loving-kindness;  join^'tft 
the  Lordy  and  one  Spirit  with  him :  but  I  must 
Atop,  or  else  my  erase  will  run  till  there  will 
Mt'bea  vessel  more^  or  at  least  nothing  to  fill 
it    God  bless  you  all,  Amen,  and  amen.    /  ^ 

W.  HUNTINGTON. 


LETTER  XXXIII- 

^  ■  1  MCEivfiD  yoar*s}  the  account  of  the 
Ifeacher  is  truly  awful.  But  I  believe  thiii  is 
not  the  only  judgment  that  will  be  seen  on  that 
head.  The  congregation  of  hypocrites  shall  be 
dSsdIate,  and  the  fire  shall  consume  the  tabCT- 
Mcle^  of  bribery,  who-  think  to  bribe  divine 
7Ustice  by  human  schemes,  without  satisfaction 
made  by  the  sacrifice  of  him,  who  thought  it 
tl6'fobbtry  to  be  equal  witli  God. 
''"All  that  are  in  •heaven,  and  earth,  were  made 
in  the  six  days  of  the  creation ;  then  where 
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was  this  human  soul  pre-existing?  Not  in 
heaven,  nor  Jn  earth,  for  all  liiar  are  in  ihrscj. 
were  made  in  those  six  days.  All  things  wcra 
made  by  the  Saviour;  then  this  pre-existing' 
soul  must  have  made  itself,  for,  "  Without 
him  was  not  any  thing  made  tliat  was  made." 
Btside,  we  cannot  call  this  thing  the  first,  and 
the  last.  Rev.  i.  U  ;  because  there  was  a  time 
when  it  was  not.  Norcan  it  be  the /^Imighty, 
Rev.  i.  8j  because  it  is  a  thing  made.  Angela 
excel  in  strength,  they  are  called  mighty 
angels,  and  excel  all  human  souls  in  might; 
therefore  it  must  be  a  very  great  robbery  to 
make  a  soul  equal  with  God,  which  is  inferior 
to  angels. 

How  does  the  Almighty  baffle,  confuse,  con- 
found, bewilder,  and  befool,  these  blind  batt, 
who  have  nothing  to  guide  them  but  blind 
reason,  and  the  devil  transformed  is  the  light 
of  that.  But  God  will  make  alt  such  manifest 
and  they  that  are  his  own  servants,  shall  shine 
the  blighter;  for  the  true  light  shines  in  dark- 
ness, though  the  darkness  comprehends  it  not 
Alany  may  now  see  the  wisdom,  the  distin- 
guishing mercy,  and  goodness  of  (iod,  in  sepa- 
rating them  from  the  bands  of  robbers,  and 
from  the  ministry  nt'  damnable  impostors,  de- 
ceivers, and  minister  of  satan.  All  the  god, 
and  all  the  hope  they  have  left  them  now,  is  the 
pool;  knock  away  that  pillar,  and  down  they 
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must  all  go,  into  despair,  or  wild  distraction, 
"No  man  kneow/eth  HiC'Son,- but  ithe  Father, 
neither  knoweth  any  man  the  Father  but  the 
Son,  and  he  to  wliont  the  Sb'ii  will  reveal  him.'* 
But  bless  his  dear,  lovely,  and  pr'ecidli9''nanfte, 
all .  ihp^\  :tHiiig9  ^dear  *  hini  .  the^  mari  to  us ; 
'VlAtJifld^h  ■!&  Gpd  ki^own^,  •  aadr  Iminame  is^ 
greatiniUFM),!'i>  )  -.  ■  ••'  ■  •■'<•  »:'i.. 
rj^/rnvi4  wUq  iwa^iJBi  carpeQter,.  pretended  to 
1>6-.^n.v9rt$4  ftt  .li^r^hliai'  about:  thirty. ^years' 
ago,  and  came  with  his  wife  to  townj-and  work*  • 
ed  .^tbufldiBg^pUf  cbffp^l;  they  sat  under  me 
for  i9m^\%\m^^i  A%.ktgth  tbel^ord;  aippeared 
graciouif;  to.  ^P)¥if4Q,jb0  then  turned  apostate, 
and  became  openly  profaiie,,  and  violently  per* 
secuted  her^  iUll  hex  life  was Jn  danger.  .A  few 
djiys  smce  he. finished-  his  race.  Heclwrged 
his  son  never  to.makeyar  profession  withiout  the 
grace  of  God  in  his  heart,  anxl  then  uttered  his 
last  dying  speech  .and  confession,'  v'^hich  was, 
*  Hell,  hell,  hell,  lam  going  to  heJl.'  His  wife 
declared  her  soul  ^^as  'like  a  bird  let  out  of  a 
cage  at  his  departure. . '  > 

Tender  my  love  to  S, 


J 

LETTER    XXXIV. 

TO  MU.  T. 

My  liear  Frienrf, 

As  I  have  dropped  j-nu  several  lines,  and 
have  received  no  answer,  I  am  afraid  that  thou 

art   ill,   anti   the  more  so  as  I  enquired  of^ , 

on  Monday  evening  last,  and  found  that  you 
had  not  been  at  W.  and  that  you  had  not  been 
there  lor  a  fortnight. 

,1  shoidd  be  glad  of  a  line  to  know  how  you 
are^  and  I  hope  in  God  thai  he  will  incline 
ypur  heart  to  spend  a  little  more  time  in  read- 
ing his  word,  and  seeking  his  face,  who  is  the 
poor  signer's  only  friend  and  Saviour  j  and  who 
liaa  promised  to  be  found  of  all  that  seek  hitt]/' 
if  they  seek  him  with  all'  their  heart.  But  thj* 
the  devil  hates,  and  therefore  labours  to  divert 
the  mind  of  poor  sinners  to  follow  a  thousand 
vanities,  .  promising  us  much  satisfaction  in 
these  things,  but  always  disappointing  us ;  ibr 
they  that  sow  to  the  flesh  can  only  reap  cor-. 
ruption :  and  if  conscious  sinners  call  upon  the 
Lord,  Satan  turns  accuser  of  them,  and  buffets, 
confhunds,  and  confuses  them,  and  covers  them 
with  shame  and  fear,  that  he  may  keep  us  from 
all  liope  and  trust  in  the  only  Saviour  of  the 
sinful  sons  uf  men. 

You  have  been  under  God  a  kind  friend  to 


83 

ine,  and  should  it  ever  be  in^iny  power  w^uM^ 
willingly  requite  it,  and  if  not  I  know  that 
God  can ;  and  gratitude  constrains  me  to  ac- 
knowledge  your  favours,  and  I  hope  it  ever 
will  I  could  wish  to  see  my  friend  a  little 
more  steady,  and  sober-minded ;  I  am  opt  fond 
of  reproving  or  rebuking,  for  I  find  enough  in 
myself  to  inake  me  sick  of  sin,  sick  of  myself, 
and  sick  of  this  world;  but  to  bear  about  a 
hody  of  sin  and  death,  is  the  sore  travail  that  it 
appointed  to  exercise  the  sons  of  men. 

i  did  intend  fully  to  have  come,  and  s^pt  a 
Slight  at  B.  but  as  I  told  you  in  my  last,  I  was 
prevented  by  going  to  preach  in  Suffolk.  Should 
Ibt  glad  of  a  line  to  know  if  ypu  are  well. 
jKxcuse  ray  troubling  you  with  these,  and  be« 
1  ieve  me  to  remain, 

Dear  Friend,  Yours  most  affectionately, 

W.  H..  S.  S. 


*    LETTER    XXXV. 

TO  MR.  B. 
Dear  JamoSy  PlymouUi  Dock. 

I  wisu  grace,  mercy,  and  peace  to  thee, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  ever  blessed,  and  ever 
adorable  God  and  Saviour.  I  begin  now  to 
think  upon  my  last  week ;  Mr  D.  being  gone, 
I  have  but  one  old  acquaintance  here,  who  is  a 
young  man  from  Chatham,  in  Kent,  whom  I 
have  long  known.     He  sometimes  walks  out 


84  .  -3 

witK  me,  or  else  I  spend  all  my  time  in  my 
room,  writing  letters,  but  I  have  very  bad  con-, 
veniencics  for  writing.  I  believe  I  liave  set. 
fire  (o  the  place,  aiid  now  I  wisli  to  be  off. 

The  people,  many  of  them,  had  conceived 
atrange  opinions  of  me,  they  expected  to  hear 
seven  thunders  utter  their  voices  at  once,  and. 
that  I  should  storm,  and  rage,  and  lay  abqut 
me '  !rke  a  riiadmaii ;  but  as  tliey  liave  seen 
Tfothina;  of  this  frenzy,  wild-fire,  nor  morris- 
dancing,  they  seem  quite  pleased  with  the  dis- 
appwntnleiit,  both  in  the  man  and  iu  hi^  man- 
ner: and  their  language  and  coiiFesS|ion  seems 
to  amount  to  this',  that  instead  of  a  wild  bull, 
it  is  nothing  but  a  tame  ass;  his  appearance,, 
method,  manner,  and  behaviour,  is  nothing  like 
their  conception  of  him.  Instead  of  a  great 
noise,  lit, i»  a  voiciHn  the  ctobl'of  the  diy';^  in- 
stead of;  wrath,  mercy;  instead  of  a  terrible 
countenance,  a  smile r instead  of  law,  gospel; 
drawing,  instead  of  driving;  hoaHng,  instead 
of  killing  I  and  wooing  instead  of  divorcing.  - 

I  think  to  vyeigh  anchor,  and  get  under  sail, 
if  God  favor  us  with  a  gale,  and  go  by  sea  to 
Southampton,  which  will  be  the  quickest  way.  . 
Tender  my  love  to  all.     Excuse  haste.     I  am 
jusfgdiiig  a  voyage  to  sea,  in  order  tft  survey, , 
a  sloop  of  war,  lately  come  in.  j 

God  bless  thee,  ever  thi.ie, 

--  W.  H.  S.  S. 

FINIS. 
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YlUliiTvmr,  TeoVITourty  Tlhnecryljaie,  LmdML 


Christian  Hcabeh. 
There  are  two  letters  in  tliis  collection,  K^, 
'  ^9d  ^,  th^t  vj'er?  written  seventeen  yean  ^ijo^ 
•n  theif)0:ft  sublinif^  and  mysterious  of  all  the 
octrinrs  of  the  Gospel,  viz.  that  of  the  Trinity  ; 
ncl  I  con$i(ifLfr  them  a  familiar  and  concise  <li3r 
Vny  of  thijit  wisdom,  power,  and  tnerj^^y,  vyhipjj, 
he  9i^bject  itself,  by  the  assistance  of  ihei>:p!i;it^ 

■alls  into  action.  t  . 

J 

It  is  highly  necessary  when  we  draw,  pear  *o 

^od,  either  at  the  throne  of  Goil,   or  in-  tjiei 

■xercis^  of  his  wprship,  tliift  wpxan  appeal  to. 

Mm  that  the  motives  actuatii;g.,uf.,^i:e  pm-ean^ 

^n.cere  in  his  sight;  seeking  his  hppQur  ^p/1  n^t 

^r  own  advantage,  oihtrwise  we  C{ijn>9t  ejcpcpft 

>  bcuefit  by  our  approaches  to  hjn^     1  aoi 

uly  confirmed  and  strengthened   iii;  the  ^pi? 

OD,  that  all  trust  in  the  sons  of  men,  fioin  the 

Shest  to  the  lowest  of  them,  will  never  ayajjl 

in  tlvc  trying  hour,  bi^t  wither,  i\n)lpr  ith^ 

^cr  of  God,  as  the  flower  of  the  iioldr/^Thc 

«  withcreth,  the  flower  fadeth,  jbecaiise  the 

tof  the  Lord  bloweth  upon  it:   surely  tbje 

le  13  grass.*' 

e  J^inister  whose  loss  we  have  reason  to 

T,   was  continually  holding  forth    to  us, 

Tom  the  pulpit  and  also  by  his  own  con- 

1  life^  this  manifest  truih^  that  the  grace 
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of  God  is  of  a  humbling  naturCj^  and  excites  the 
rich  possessor  of  it  to  esteem  every  one  better 
than  himself;  and  hotvever  this  may  be  set  at 
nought  by  many,  it  must  still  continue  to  be 
an  (establishing  criterion  in  the  breast  of  every 
sincere  believer  in  Christ,  Avhile  this  passage 
holds  its  province  in  the  word  of  God ;  **  Let 
Nothing  be  done  through  strife,  or  vain-glory ;' 
biit  in  lowliness  of  mind  let  each  esteem  other 
better  tlian  th^msdves/'  • 

The  prophet  Isaiah  tells  us,  ^^  The  day  of  the 
£.drd  6f  host!  shall >l>e  upon  every  one  that  is 
proud  and  lofty,  and  upon  every  one  that  is 
lifted  iip,  and  be  shall  be  brought  low ;  and 
upon  all  the  cedars  of  Lebanon,  and  upon  all 
the  oaks  of  Bashan/'  To  this  the  Apostle  Paul 
agrees:  "  Every  man*s  work,"  says  he,  "shall 
be  made  manifest  ,*  for  the  day  shall  declare  it, 
because  it  shall  be  revealed  by  fire ;  and  the  fire 
shall  try  every  man's  work  of  what  sort  it  is.** 
And  Peter  most  pointedly  says,  "  For  the  time 
is  come  that  judgment  must  begin  at  the  house 
of  God."  That  we  may  stand  this  scrutiny 
with  an  unblemished  conscience,  is  the  earnest 
prayer  and  desire  of, 

Your's  in  the  hope  of  the  Gospel, 

E.  HUNTINGTON. 

Hi^h  Street, 
Sep.  16,  IttlS. 
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ffames  of  jralmMy ;  'ti<  bard  wottL 

am  any  thing  of  a  scholar,  1  liave  seen  a 

in  thy  poor  heart,  and  visibly  to  be  read  lib 

cotintcDHiice.     But  blessed  be  God,  his  M 

is  rui  nerl  away,  ami  he  has  comforied  thefjj 

he  will  shew  tliee  gicatei  tilings  than  tbi 

"  For  tlie  neetly  shall  not  always  be  foi^( 

the  expectation  of  the  poor  shall  not  pe 

for  ever."     Ht-  will  set  the  pnor  seeking  s 

io  safety  from  them  that  puff  at  him.        i(, 

I  often  call  to  renicmbraiice  our  little  4 

walks,  and  the  little  seat  by  the  pond.     Sul 

God  has  knit,  tied,  and  bound  our  sonlB.to 

ther,  is  that  threefold  cord  of  the  everlast 

love  of  God,  Father,  Sou,  and; Spirit,  wb 

shall  never  be   broken-      For   we  were, 

*  a  few    years  ago,    strangers  and    foreign) 

strangers  to  God,  to  ourselves,  iind'to.4; 

other;  but  now  fellow-citizens  with  the  su) 

and  of  the  household  of'  God,  and  do  fa 

strangers  nor  fOTcigners-     It  was  a^comj^rt 

my  very  soul,  and  I  now  write  it  witli  to 

when  you  came  into  my  room,  after  preacbi 

once,  and  again  iiiformiog  me,  that  yOM  1 

felt  what  I 'said,  and  that  you  knewyQu/j 

grtt  the  things  which  I  hdd  d6scribed.i>  ^ 

Lord  God  carry  on  his  work,    **  Axkd  a  f«U 

ward  be  given  thee  of  the  X^rd  God  of  >Ii5ii 

under  whose  wings  thou  art  come  to  tnu 

Ruth  ii.  IS. 
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f  KnAiiow  rby  dekr  Mother,  let  me  give  tboe 
i^etictle' wholesome  advice  and*  counsel.     Re* 
A<?nibef  that  the  Apostle  Paul   says,  We  are 
<9oiiiplete'iu' Ciiriit  Jeaua.      God  says,  be  seei 
a^' sin-ill  Jacob,  nor  ^^er^erseness  in   Israel; 
that  Jacob  is  Christ,  axid   that  Israel  is  God's 
elect.     And  Christ  says,  "  Thou  art  all  fair  my 
love,  there  is  no  spot  in  thee."    Now  as  God. 
considers  us  in  Christ  Jesus,   washed  in  his 
Mood    renewed  by  his  Spirit,  enrobed  in  his^ 
rigl)teousnes8,and  loved  with  an  everlasting  love 
>n  Christ  Jesus,  we  are  complete  in  him.  Christ 
took  part  of  our  flesh  and  blood,-  and  appears  in 
the  presence  of  God  with  it;  in  all  his  suffer- 
ings and  satisfaction,  he  appears  in  our  name, 
Son  of  man  ;  in  our  nature,  flesh  of  our  flesh ; 
to    our  everlasting  Father,    Father  of  all  the 
feinily ;  he  is  our  Head  and  Husband,  part  of 
<>UTselves,  and  we  are  all  in  him.     In  him  God 
chose  us  from  all  eternity  ;  we  were  preserved 
J^  him,  and  called ;  we  were  in  him   wnen  he 
•offered;    "  I  am  crucified   witn   him,"'   says 
Paul-   Our  old  man  was  crucified  with  him  ; 
•  w^  suffered  the  law  in  him,  and  were  all  dead 
^hen  he  died  >  with  his  dead  body  we  arose. 
God  quickened  us  together  with  him;  he  ;tiose 
forouf  justification;  and  we  ave  macie  to  sit 
together   with    him,    and    bicssed    with    all 
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spiritual  blessings  in  heavcDiy  places  la  Christ^ 
Jems.  . 

Hence  it  is  said  in   the  Revelations,   tliat  \pe 
are  without:  fault  before  the   throne,  that   is, 
that  we  are  so  viewed  in  Christ;  and  God  is 
ever  well    pleased  in   him,    and  well  pleased 
with  U8  in  him.     Keep  these   views  in  your 
mind,  and  you  will  not  be  so  easily  entangled 
witli  legal  bondage;  for  if  satan  can  get  thee 
to  pore  over  thy  own  heart,  which  will  never 
be  better,   for,  "  That  which  is  born  of  the 
flesh  is  flesh,"  and  will  remain  so  till  death; 
I  say,  if  satan  can  take  thine  eyes  from  Christ 
and  get  thee  to  pore  over  thy  own  heart,  and 
then  to  fret  at  the  sight,    and  murmur,  and 
then    set  thee    to    doubting,  striving  in    thine 
own  strength,  and  then   to   resolving,  he  will 
then    work    against  thee    in   every    task  that 
tliou  settest  thyself  to  perform,  and  this  leads 
to  bondage.     Kemeniber  thou  art  complete  ia 
him,  but  no  where  else. 

Dear  Mother,  adieu. 
Ever  your's  in  faith,  love,  and  hope, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


11 


LfilTiER  II 


TO  MISS  B. 


Mary* 

Grace  and  peace  be  with  thee^  through 
our  Lord  Jes^us  Christ.  I  have  no  doubt  but  by 
thi^  time  you  are  at  a  point  in  thi$>  that  you 
ire  one  whom  the  Lord  hath  wounded,  and 
Wife  v^hom  the  Lord  hath  convinced  of  sin,  of 
HghtemisnesS)  and  of  judgtnent.  The  devil 
*0W  csinhot  depute  you  out  of  this,  and  I  sup- 
pboethat  gtiilt  and  wrath  sticks  so  close,  and 
At  htod  6f  God  holds  you  so  fast,  aliti  appears 
toh^vy,  that  he  cannot  persuade  thee>  that 
^^dhas  no  hatid  in  all  this. 

I  have  seen  ttunibers  that  have  been  filled 
•Wth  legal  terrors,  horrors,  dismal  glooms,  fran- 
co citations,  ttemors,  and  violent  tossing;  all 
^f  which  the  persotis  have  ran  froni  place  to 
phtce  ifrilh,  and  weft  perpetually  telling  every 
Vidy,  sintier  as  well  as  siitit;  and  though 
thtte  were  wholly  from  the  devil,  like  those  of 
Saul,  who  carried  them  to  the  witch  of  Endor, 
ytt  i  have  always  observed,  that  the  people  lA 
Whbvti  they  operated,  always  called  it  the  wbrk- 
if  God^  ktid  were  ofleii  proud  of  it.    Sata&  al- 


\va\T-  pnln^s  his  own  work  upon  God,  this  uay 
bc  seen  iii  .!nio^t  every  pci'soa  that  is  mad. 
Cut  if  the  Holy  Ghost  qiiickcus  a  soul,  ancfl 
convinces  it  ol'  ita  Um  estate,  .tltough  it  beat— 
tendt'il  with  insatiable  cries  day  and  night  bo 
G«m(,  and  with  so  keen  an  appetite  for  the 
breiid  of  bfc,  the  favour  of  God,  and  the  rigt»- 
tf'.nisncss  of  Christ ;  yet  the  devil  always  tempt:* 
the  soul  to  believe  that  this  is  his  work,  anc3 
tl>at  ir  will  come  to  nothing. 

j\ ltd  take  tliis  rule  with  you,  and  you  will 
find  it  true,  in  all  future  judgments  that  you 
may  have  to  make  in  the  course  of  your  pro- 
fession, that  whatever  devils  and  hypocrite* 
approve,  and  applaud,  is  satan's  own  work,  for 
he  is  not  divided  against  himself;  and  vhat- 
ever  is  coDdemneU,  and  palmed  upon  satan,  by 
hjpoc rites  and  devib,  is  God's  work  ;  for  there 
is  no  concord  between  Clirist  and  Behal,  DQ 
concord,  that  is,  the  devil  will  never  agree  to 
own,  to  acknowledge,  aud  approve  of,  any  thinj 
that  God  <!oes.  To  oppose  the  work  of  God, 
and  to  >upport  his  own  dark  kingdom,  is  his 
unalterable  rule  of  proceeding,  and  if  he  varies 
from  this,  it  is  still  to  serve  his  own  turn;  at' 
when  he  cried  out  in  the  madmaji.  Thou  art 
Christ  the  Son  of  God,  it  was  done  to  prejudice 
the  glory  of  Christ ;  that  he  being  rejected  by 
all  the  rulers  of  Israel,  but  confessed  by  the 
father  of  lies,  he  knew  that  his  own  testimony 
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woald  8tand  for  nothing  among  tlie  people : 
hence  Christ  silenced  him,  and  suflered  him 
sot  to  speak. 

Apd  let  my  dear  Mary  observe  this;  God 
mmmoning  us  to  his  bar,  and  sifting  up  all  rhe 
evikof  uur  life  and  heart,  and  his  contending 
with  us,  and  leaving  us  so  long  pressed  be- 
tween a  sense  of  sin,  and  a  sense  of  wrath  ;  it 
is  not  done  against  our  sins  or  actual  trans- 
gressions only,  but  the  strongest  contention  is 
against  our  goodness,  or  good  deeds.  God's 
sword  has  two  edges,  the  one  cuts  down  the 
worst  of  man,  and  the  other  the  best  in  n^.an. 
But  to  be  more  plain  my  dear,  God's  language 
to  us  in  the  covenant  runs  thus;  "  From  all 
their  filthiness,  and  from  all  their  idols  will  I 
deanse  them."  We  are  soon  willing  to  part 
with  the  first,  but  the  latter  sticks  closer  to  us 
than  our  skin  ;  and  this  alone  is  the  reason  why 
publicans  and  harlots  go  into  the  kingdom  of 
God  before  the  pharisees ;  the  former  have  few 
idols,  the  latter  many. 

Human  wisdom  is  an  idol ;  "  If  any  man  will 
be  wise,  let  him  become  a  fool  that  he  niav  be 
wise.'*    God  takes  the  wise  in  their  own  crafti- 
Dcss,    and  makes  foolish  the  wisdom  of  this 
world  ;  **The  world  by  wisdom  knew  not  God." 
Prudence  is  another  idol ;   persons  who  admire 
tfteir  own  can-iage,  their  own  discretion,  chas- 
tity, decorum,    deportment,   and  pride  them- 


H 

bcUm  on  ihfif  d0Mn$».^iri0nd  caDdmrfri  %flMF 
unto  th$m  tbitt  Me  mnn  ibtlirih  own  ey^spiinll 
prudent  in  their  own  sight/*    Isa.  V.'^^l.iJ  Htf 
hides  thesf  Hiingi.  from  llie  ^nid^nt,  Jiluki^iiac^ 
2 1 ,    Self^r ightDousnes^  was  the  grsiai  ^  whMil^ 
the  Jewish  uMfoar;.  tjbcy  aougfat  rigbteotuBiw. 
by  the  worVis  cif  the  Imt,  smi  so  !rtum]ble<rafr 
Christy  ^nd  took  qffieiioe:  M  that  soak;  how 
Christ  say^i  '^  I  came  n^  to  call  (hfi  ffig^teMt.f  i 
Strength  19  A^oth^r  onrsed  god  of  ioura^  .htaicfljg 
God  curses  then  |j)at  intake  fle^h  thitxt  onqj^ 
Jer.  xvii.  $.  ^^  ]Lf Mhf»fr(^  say,  I  am.  strdir|^ j^ 
and  again,  **  He  givfCll  pAwer  to  (he  faint,,  aittr 
to  then)  th»t  hare  no  might,**  observe  ittat«  nl 
might  in  theqn,  ^*  he  increases  strength."    Andli 
that  pliaris9ic9)  pndje- which  cleaves  so  ciosik' 
unto  us,  and  which  keeps  us  struggling  at  tbc' 
performance  of  good  deeds,  to  counUrJbaJaniMr/ 
bad  ones,  and  to  reconcile  oursdves  to  Oodj* 
and  to  make  our  pe^ice  with  him,  and  to'  re>«« 
commend  ourselves  to  him,  is  nothing  but  an 
idol,  set  up  in  the  place  of  Christ  th^  surety. 
Hence  he  suffers  us,  and  the  devil  drives  us  on 
at  this  work,  till  we  despair  of  discharging  onl^ 
mite;    **  And  when  they  had  nothing  to  pay, 
he  frankly  forgave  them  botii,  and  which  will 
lave  him  most  ?'' 

The  next  image  is  prejudice  in  favour  of  tlie 
poor,  pitiful  fprm  of  godliness  in  which  wd- 
were  brought  up,    "  Being  more  exceedingly 


15 

^teJous,"  says  P^ul,  "of  the  traditions,  of  tny 
ftthers,"  &c.,  hence  he  persecuted  the  churcli, 
hated,  and,  wasted  it;  this  my  dear  Mary,  is  tlic 
hardest  purging  draught;  these  are  the  last 
devils  thou  wilt  get  rid  of^  and  all  these  ar^ 
&lse  gods,  images  set  up  in  the  heart,  as  Gx)4 
calls  them  by  Ezekiel ;  and  Paul  calls  them 
high  things  that  exalt  theu^sclvcs  against  th(s 
knowledge  of  God,  2  Cor.  x.  5,  Christ  is  made 
ofGoduntous,  wisdom;  his  grace  makes  us 
prudent;  he  is  our  rightcousiiess,  and  our 
strength,  and  our  surety,  and  our  All  in  All ; 
and  he  will  liave  no  rivals.  The  last  god  that 
I  got  rid  of  was  huQian  strength,  in  which  I 
•trove,  and  by  which  I  resolved  gmd  vowed  tp 
the  last ;  when  that  failed,  Christ  came.  Hi? 
strength  was  made  perfect  in  my  weakness,  and 
when  I  had  nothing  left,  his  grace  was  suf- 
ficient for  me. 

But  perhaps  I  have  said,  too  much;  you  will 

think  I  want  to  cram  religion  down  your  throat, 

^to  build  you  up  on  a  wrong  basis,  but  in 

I     truth  1  desire  neither.     You  read  of  the  con- 

!     Actions  of  Cain,  Esau,   Saul,  and  Judas ;   and 

f     you  read   of  the    convictions    of    Hczekiah, 

I^avid,  Job,  and   Paul ;   the  former  is  often  a 

'tumbling-block,  that  satan  uses  against  all  that 

pod -is  pleased  to  call  by  grace,  ^s  he  handled 

them  against  me.     All  the  difference  between 

tbt  real  work,  and  the  feigned  is,  the  qne  is 
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ty  the  Spirit,  the  other  being  givCft,  | 
:to  satan;  the  one  has  life,  the  otlity- noi 
^encc  one  has  sensations  exci  idl ng  f^fc 
apt!  affections  of  grief  aiiil  surrow  afl 
Ciod,  and  continual  longiiigs,  iVcsiies,'  \}'>^^ 
.expectations,  and  continual  prayvrs  to  fJf 
and  the  others  none.  Life,  my  dear  girl,  is 
that  I  ever  enquire  after,  or  seek  after,   iu 

_awakened  sinner.     Tell    ,    I    received,! 

letter,  it  conifiM-ted  my  heart,  and  deligtitcd  j 
"8onl,  it  exceeds  all  I  ever  had  from  liiiii.  T 
4/>rd  God  of  Hosts  keep  him  close  to  liimse 
fli  there  are  sad  calamities  comiilg  on,  'tenti 
,lliy  most  sincere  regaril,  and  affection,  toyo 
father,  and  friends.  Mary,  farewell,  be  of  go 
'cheer,  for  God  never  said  to  the  sons  of  mp 
*^,§eek  ye  my  face  in  vain."    Excus?  all  blu 

m-h't^'^nn -.^.i I,  K . -■    ■  „ :.  ;„,i 

Jty  tii  itae  ,  vi«';i  lint  iurn'iff  *''■■■ '"'J* 

rwy  dwiSiiteTiii  Christ  Jetai, ' 
*  I  ■*  Fob  such  I  can  call   thee  in  faith,  beii 
^Ily  persuaded  that  tbou  art  a  chosen  ve^Sj 
predescinated  to  the  adoption  of  .ph^cirpn'; 
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TcMS  Christ  For  if  thou  wast  a  hast^rrf^  the 
r^^of  God  would  not  be  upon  thee;.nor  wnuld 
bf  have  raised  thee  to  hope,  nor  have  suffered 
tbfitever  to  find  any  liberty  with  him  in  prayer; 
Bor  would  he  have  searched  thy  heart,  or  tried  • 
thy  reins,  or  have  given  thee  such  a  se^nse  of 
the  need  of  Ciirist^  nor  such  an  h.upi^er  and 
thirst  after  him.  Surely  if  the  Lord,  .m  as  mind^^ ' 
edto  destroy  thee,  he  would  never  have  rc» 
ceived  an  ofierinfi;  at  thy  h^nd,  nor  would  hQ 
luive  shewed  thee  sucl)  things  as  these.  . 

I  ai^  fully  persua^Ied  ..that  thou  art  not  got 
near  to  the  bottom  of  the.  horrible  pit ;  nor  is 
one  half  of  thy  sins^.  nor  one  half  f)f  (thy  natuiral . 
Jepniviiy,  discovered  to  thee  as  y^t^-^.Thou  wilt 
Ke  many  far  worse  jabominations  than  thoii  |)aS|t . 
f^n;  all  must  be  sifted  iip«  and.canvasse%i  over»  * 
whil^  thou  standestat  the  bar  of  law  and  con* 
»ci?nce,  .pot  Knowing  how  the  matter  will  go, 
^nd  trembliu^  at  the  fearful  scrutiny.     But  it 
^11  in  time  turn  out  in  .thy, favour,  and  ter-^ 
OHnate  in  God's  honour.and  glory  ;  and  in  thy 
justific^jion^  and  salvation:  this   I  firmly  be- 
<^e,  nor  have  I  a  doubt  of  it.  I  knpw  th4t.  satan 
Mh  worried  thee  since  I  came  away,  because 
tbou  didst  not  ask  me  a  few. more  questions, 

AOiJ  because  thou  wast  not  a  little  mo^e  oufii. 

ft  •♦•«.  .  •    >. .         .J  ■     ■  •  ^ 

Ml  told  thte  he  would:  but  in  all  thin  rs,  by 
P^S^i  aiid  conresst(2.ii,  let  thy  requests  be  luaaa 
KtoisrQunfoGod.'''         •  • 
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^And  fartTficrftiore  'mj*  near  young  wonianj  ti 
assui-eil  o'f"t!iis,'that  wHcn  God  visits  the  iik 
of  one  of  liis' elect  with  the  rod,  that  he  will 
ncVer  sjiHVi-  any  of  his  children  to  ward  off  rii't 
hjiJWs:  tlicy  must  all  bear  their  own  burthen? 
We  af^  to  eniiourage  ^Henn  iitrengthen  them', 
priyfcir  tfieM,  and  synipathi'ze  witli  them,  hiii 
tRfeysK;!]!  all  feel  the  plague  of' tlieir  own  hearts, 
and  etery  one  shall  mbufu  apart,  Zech.  xii.  12.' 
Ciii  this  account  God  s^tJt  Joseph   into  Egypt,! 
Jacob    to    Padan-aram^     David    to    Gatb,   j&nd| 
Mpscs  to  Midjao,  where  be  would  Jiave  themj 
iA  tti's  own  baud  alone,  and  teach  them  hims^l^ 
an^  suffer  thcrii  to  have  no  where  to  look,  noM 
any  object  to  confide  in,  but  their  God.     Andv 
\nkn  tHeyj^'  hU  Fiifncl' Mrith  them,  aod^liV) 
kitt^e&s  t6  them,  they'lovfe  Wm  the  liiore,  spjti: 
cidave  the  doieV  to  him.'   Let  patience  have  i^jl^/ 
perfect  wi^/IC}  watch  his  band  upon  thJee^.Tit^j 
ftic.hlhi,  and  wii^iilipn  hfm,'aTri  thou  wilt, «^ 
thft  fulfilihetit  b¥  bis  jlromise'T  «  They  diaUpii^' 
bea^liKnftfdthat'  wait'for  ifte."  ;j;,ri,i 

$hall  be  very  glad t$>  receive  a  line  froi^jt^^j- 
a9  f  liave  thee  much  oa^^  heart,  asd  »^^n 
membraiice  of  thee  irtwiys  in'  my  pooy  APlM^I 
feet'  prayers,  friy  teiwfcr  thy  kinji  Joye  tp>j^,^ 
mufh  beloved  £.;  an^  likjewise  t?  yo\iTi^§i^t^i 
and  mother,  w^bm  my.BOiil  loves .ia'^^e.|^^/ 
abd.  for  tlic  trath>  sakff  Uiftt.dwellQtt^uii^ij^ 


»«)  shairWB'wtfi  wif&r  ever.    My  dear  SiMieff,- 
A^Bu.     So  prav-s; 

Throe  uavv-brtfty  fViiend  aiid  brother 
-      ■■        •   •       "ifc=Ghristi 

i  .  W.  H.  S.S; 


LETTER'  IV. 

.    .       .      : 

■  •  •       ..  -I  •         _ 

•  ^  Your  Voanse  lor  hand.  Iti&no  srtinll-cofnn; 
tot!  ai^i:  encouiUj^ement.  to 'me  to.  be*  made  usb*' 
fulitO'any^  but  it  is.  rather  M'oiulerful  thatittl 
shbuld'be  so  in  my  own  country,    u'lieiie  a.prot-; 
I^ct  can  expect  no  honour.     I  saw  the'f?iat!0. 
of  God,  and  was  glad;  and  thcr  communion  of! 
saints  a-ppears.conspicuousy  and  mi,  this-  tl)ey  aim. 
read  and  known  of  all.     **  O'  how:  goful  aindl 
fi<Mv  pleasant -it  is 'for  brethren  to  dwell/ to- 
gether in  unity!'*  Lt  is  the  ointment  of 'the* 
high-priest's  head,    and   the    christian   armkfk 
wmter.     Love  is  the  bond  of  God's  covenant^ 
the  cement  of-  mercy's  fctbric,  and  tlie  beautiful 
ithage  ofche  second  Adam.  Love  is- the  bond  of 
J^tptrfectncss,  it  is  the  first  movinj;  (rause,  and; 
%  ultimate  end,  of  eternal  election  ;  and  tljid 
^Ott  predominant  and  triumphant  influence  in? 
Ae  death  of  the  Son  of  God.     Love  is  the  tij^ 
Wfflent  of  every  divine  law,  the  end  of  tliei 

B  S 


-'  ■  -.S,,  ,0  :--»  •  ,.  ,,,  ,-.„.„,. 
ffV«rttttiog^;it^,  .and  the  perfecting  grace  ^^^ 
•titfry  saiiDU'  iitvt-is  the  best  midwife  at  Zion'|^: 
ta^ur,vtbcfc9i|qi^ion  of  the  second  bir^b,  the 
choice^!  hudjtitMlr  to  genuioe  faith.  Love  is 
t)f0  qbw>  bbiiaiilDur«  sweetest  breast,  the  way- 
AHn^  foor»  vliteiliig  patli,  and  the  marriage 
knot  betweeo  Chiiit  and  his  church.  It  is  the 
ajjostoUc  fi^ry  ^^sm,  the  spiritual  man's  cir- 
cumciJioD',  andtfae  uytngeit  ifoid  on  all  the 
stakes  of  Zion.  Love  is  the  first-fruit  of  the, 
iHeiamiptibltf''aiiiii<f  iW  iiintiiiiiiii^  pmiS^^t 
golden  ring,  md  the- vecy; beauty,  ofi all' dtriMd 
hbliDess.  ''I»VeV^  dniiqiiprnoned  bouI's  laifft 
porter,  ^e  believer's  easiest  yoke,  aud  the  dyrt. 
lag  saint's  softest  piUciw.  Love  is  the  health; 
of  our  countenance,  tlie  discrinilnatt(tg.^e4gf  <>f 

'i«n>pf]olihftien,ir«nd'th«Fipo»tiUus^iui»  bfiUiant^ 
i4)-t^  iiM»rmp4»faLe  cTown.  .>.  ..;.'  <,,  .  ♦■^.^j^f 
:  '<>fi^4otiJ^  oui>.fcv«r'»tan(l;befois  t;h«..b^)^^! 
tW(l9»tr,  «cl1«efove,«h«  btwlplof  life,  Jf  dfl^tlti^. 
«tf^;:4iviiMcdwityf.  Tbftlaj^draws.n^  Ira^' 
Cb«ftct«»tib«n:»wo,  fevers  aq4,^fiteis.;;/i^xp! 
t&it  the-toiquuiiin  ofi  the  &thej^Aipo^,t^^^l^jl^* 
teitf'itintbliiha'tfaffdMid  fuuith  .geae.ra^9f}fgft 
dteU'Cbat  hatfrinej"  and  the  book  of\i,\fc§fjf%. 
diriisane.  •  >£T«rjr  on«'tbat  lora  CN«^fj<^Knf*: 
•ohinirvaBTMfti'lWing.stbDe;  be.builda,,  i^^t 
•bwttt  u^tupokiMdiiac  IwDdationi .  /,' .  Qb»ij;^(^^ 

?!flBtii,Ti  onniitCa  .thle^'«diJSce;  .  a^  ^jt^^i^j^ifin 
hand  all  that  hate   the  Saviour  make  him  a 
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stumbling  stonCi  and  a  rock  of  offence.  And 
M  ihe  former  are  built  up,  so  -the  latter  are 
vadared  and  broken.  Here  is  the  seed  of  the 
^'bman^  and  that  of  the  serpent.  Love  is  the 
evident  token  of  salvation,  and  hatred  the  evi- 
Sent  token  of  perdition,  and  both  arc  causpicu- 
ous  enough.    Tender  my  kind  love  to  all  tlie 

seed  royal. 

Ever  your's,  . 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


til. 


LETTER  V. 

TO  MR.  T. 


I  RECEIVED  thine   epistle  with  joy  of 
heart,  and  bless  my  God  for  every  respite,  de- 
deliverance,  ground  of  hope,  beam  of  light,  or 
aiiy  comfort  granted  to  thee.     Much  tribula- 
tion must  be  the  lot  of  all  those  who  enter  the 
kingdom  of  God ;  but  the  captain  of  our  sal- 
vation was  made  perfect   through  sufferings, 
and  is  touched  with  the  feelings  of  our  infirmi- 
''ties,  being  tempted  in  all  points  like  as  we  are, 
ted  therefore  able  and  willing  to  succour  those 
that  are  tempted.     If  the  dear  Redeemer  in- 
dalges  thee  with  access  to  himself,  with  union, 
communion,  and  fellowship  with  him,  this  will 


Oibme  .ivill  betftoBt^el^LybDri'iyilwet^i'^bii:^ 

-taia;  «f  lirini^iwktisrk  t^r4ar»<g)i1»i^ety>tlfai|jdfibf 

t«hy  :ioul.<  The!  blfibtt  VM^iOll^jAVVieaj^dtolfttbi 

all  sin,  the  rightiofiSVidsft  of  Cliriit  >ttlMtti<t>t 

frpjii  all  things^'tiiHbiSj^it  of  Otnlst  itikk^V 

mtbt itit *ifhe  ^loriouJiibtreiitaiice,  tf)^  g^ict$'of 

Christ  is  sufficie^  fbrus/'atid  th^  'ilfreiirt^of 

Christ  is  made  fifc^fc ti'-iH ' iHl^''»eitfcneM. ' 'Tft^te- 

fore  trust  thou^  aldne  In  hi'ni;'  foir  %{tUo!i(?^teili 

thou  canst  do  ^hijt^*|f^p\^th<;  brtf^^JfT'^n. 

not  bear  fruit  except  it  abide  in  the  vine,  no 

inore  can  we  except  we  ahide  in  Christ.      "' 

'  My  happiness  lays  in  my  lonely. ii0Ms<i.^en 

-^Jieadittgii  pmyitig'-to  bHf)!tinjp«i«««^,,,o^  tn'edi- 

.fLDd'iti  hle^siflg  of  bim,i  praifjing  binrj  ttijsttf kiQg 

''hki), :aa4>t|SLlMag*/if^Iy'  toThirtv  <>f  ]^ifr,iSif]^r- 

.ill;k>unjdiRgf<.gnaice^  add  ^Ucritajj^tjsg  .love^;  %o 

me;  tlie  leaBtaf-  all  iireekiur^g^  th^ ^  tbkfi^rPf 
klVsintaefft/and  l«b$  tbi^v;  th4  k4^8t !k>f;!^Ui|^t$. 
.B(tt'  by.  the  rundeservec^y  -unexpaciedi  .'t!iMai« 
'plored,  valid  ttntbojught;  of  gmN  ;6f  tpy  C^i^, 
Jzm  wh^t  I:  am.  Nor  db  I  envy  aQy«iWaiii;liis 
happin)e9s,  jriOr  covet  any  man's  latate/t  I  k*0«r 
lia*^bota  if  ftdve  behaved,;  md  I  woiildjM^Me 


f? 


mv  dear  fj-ieod,.  not  to  get  into  comoany,  per 
to  contend  and  dispute  witu   therii    that  are 


.  unacqliaintedf   with    the    power  of  godliness, 
often  strips  us  of  our  joy,  cointort,  and 
pejice.    .It  18  b< 


This  often  strips  lis  of  our  joy,  cdinfbrt/  and 
pejice.  .It  is  best  to  examine,  and  prove  our- 
selves whether  we  be  in  tlie  faith  ;  "  Let  every 
man  prove  his  own  work,  and  then  shall  he  haye 
rejoicing  in  himself  al6ne7"aiKr  not  in  another." 
For  he  tl\at  prays  to^  the  Father  in  secret,  shall 
be  rewarded  openly,  that  i^,  when  he  saith  to 
the  prisoner,  Go  forth,  and  to  them  that  sit  in 
darkness,  shew  yourselves,  Isai.  Xjlijt.  9,^  Then 
^they  come  forth  sljiining  in  light,  knpwledge, 
\vjisdom,  and'  understanding,  with  a  heal^^i^ 
coiiscience,  and  a,  chearful  countenance  ;  with 
16y  in  then 'souls,  with  Christ  in  their  heart, 
and  heaven  in  their  hope.  This  my  dear  friei^d 
is  the  religion  of  Jesus,  be  this  religion-  mine, 
and  God  cjraut  it  may  be  thine  also.  .   . 

I  have  many  implacable  enemies,   but   the 
,  tord  still  condescends  to  own  and  honour,  ,the 
'work  of  his  poor  feeble  labourer,  and  makes 
his  y9Kp^easy,  and  his  burthen  light;  fof  I.lpv^e 
.  'mV  dear  master,  and  Jie  has  {jiven  me  many  in- 
fallible  proofs  tliat  he  ha$  love<lme,  and  that  lie 
'jjave  himself  for  me;  has  manifested  himself 
to  me,  and  has  been  my  comforter,  my  &:uide, 
my  constant  and  faithful  friend,  my  leader,  my 
provider,  my  ovqrseer,  and  bountiful  bencfac- 
tor  far  tweuty  two  years,. yea,  all  my  liff  long; 


anA  fft^y  he  ever  continue  tKe  joy  amt  i 
of  uur  Ueacis,  in  the  huu^e  of  imr  p!lgt1i 
Give.inv   kiiwl   lespecis   to  your  s\ifjm 
whea  it  is  well  with  jou  pray  tor,  ^ 

W.  HUiNTINGTI 


LETTER    VI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


,^jM^^W  Friend.  J 

I  WAS  very  sorry  to  hear  last  nigh 
your  indisposition  of  Uody  «"itli  a  bad 
Wliic'h  is  noi,v  my  case,  and  I  am  endeavoi 
to  purhe  myself  a  little,  and  I  uish  you  v 
•tlopt  the  same  method.  TIk  \\eatlierniy 
friend  is  too  cold  f»r  persons  in  years  to 
wiih,  indulge  yourself  a  Utile,  till  this  i 
meitt  season  is  overpast.  I  jiave  thought 
present  law-suit  sits  i'ksnme  on  your  mind 
trouhles  you  nf)t  a  little.  I  am  in  the 
state,  my  predecessor, is  at  me  again  abou 
duni;.  We  are  ho'-n  to  trouhles,  but  the 
remedy  is  simple  prayer  to  God  our  Sai 
who  is  the  wonderful  Counsellor,  the  mi 
God,  the  eve  lasting  Father,  and  the  p 
of  peace. 

Into  th  «  f-Aurt  I  have  taken  my  caust 
yout  t  too^  »nd  when  we  meet  again  we  w 


»*  I :  togttlien      **  Oppression;'*   sars  T^DtdtnMi; 

'1>niaketli  a  wise  man  mad ;''  but  Christ  wilt 

brsfik '  itt  pieces  the  oppressor.     We  are  not  to 

be  at  ease  in  Zion ;  something  must  come  to  «tir 

us.iip4>afMl:to'Jnft>rm  us,  that  this  world  is  no 

resting  place,  it  is  polluted;    and  those  in  it 

>vho  have  no  trials^  troubles,  or  changes,  spend 

their  days  in  pleasing  dreams,  while  conscience 

tnd  the  understanding .  aire  both  asleep.    But 

the  Saviour  says,  that  in  bcH  they  lift  up  their 

eyes.     Better    therefore  he  harassed  by  the 

world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  than  td  life  in 

.^b^a::ft(iirittMl  lethargy. 

t^'Ge  constant  in  prayer,  and  take  advice  and 

qanmsel  in  tte  word  of  Gbd.    Thy  word,  'sditV 

I^tid,  hath  been  my  comfort  and  my  counseV 

Ibr,  in.  the  hoqse  of  my  pilgrimage.    The  Lorcf 

bte^,  gufde^  direct  and  keep  you,  is  the  prayer 

offDcarSir^       . 

'"^  ■  '■  'Yoiii  ttrilling  and  faithful  servant  in    ' 
^''''  ^  ^  '  •!•;  Christ  Jesoi  oui  Lord, 
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W.  HUNTINOTOiSf; 


:h\\    ■ 


f. 


■  J 
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-.r'-rrr-'-.^  -rr^'"«lti<VHi*T'c»  -^^^^^m^-- 
i':-.;  '.•■■■..)  ■■■.-i  ^\'H-,H''i-ki '-^^tr-i  \h--M 

■II'  '■-'  ■:-  ■   >  -BuHgaWBA  rW«S  ftK^P-M"!*! 
'■:.  .  ■:  .'.::■  "       'l  ■'j£iL,yj[S^r"iWH*tt^>,tflffc 

li^str.    :  :-v^-y  M^  'si:htttWiHhi$t(v\i%\0m 

■"■■■Acopr  of  your  letfer  is  sent  to  me, 'by 
'#Rich'it  appears  that  you  are  a'SabclUati.  YWi 
'?ilft>rni'Mr  AV'.'  '' your  views- aVt'  not  exactly 
'^IlkCLTii  all  points.'  No,  Sit,  lior' never  sriH  b*, 
'tintii  'Gbil  the  Father  by  asensc' of  liis  eteriial 
love  shed  aBroad  in  ity  soulj  says,  "  Ye3(,''1 
■iffivtfTorecl  tliee  with  an'everla'sfing  love  ;""  un- 
■tif'Chrrst  manifests  himself  to  thy  conscience, 
'i^%('aj)plicat!un  of  Iiis  atoiiemcnh  that  speaft- 
'gfh^b't^ter  things  than  that'of  Abel:  and  iinlil 
-tftf -ttttly  Ghost  &!«.  '■Af.Ba,"fetfiei-,  in'^. 
When  thou  hast  received  these  Ihree  tmt 
bearJwitness.  iArI<b(J  eurtfa,  'tltoifwitt  Selieve'  io 
the  three. ^en&>u  that  bear  refcord  in  heaven, 
but  not  till  then.  "  "^ 

■TMV'W.' tiseft'flSie-'^erm  three  person sj  buryou 
use  the  words,  Tather,  Son,  and  Holy  G^ost, 
which  is  the  language  of  scripture ;  but  tli^n  if 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  be  not  three 
persons,  what  are  they?  Names?  Characters? 
Emanations?  Non-entities;  Or  what?  t  know 
of  none,  I  know  of  nothing  by  the  law  of  God, 


rr 

.thafc  j$,(l;^^>a}^lej; or  can  be  .allowed  to  bear  re- 
*cprdy  orijbeur  witness  against  any,  or  for  anyt 
.but .  persoQSy  much  less  w.orshippe(l.  .  God  the 
.Father  Js.  a  person,  Heb;  i.  3  ;  and  then  what 
.jQa^  ,Gad,4be  Spn  be  ?  Why,  "  The,  express 
.image  of^jbis  person."  If  the  Father  be.  a.per- 
.;fip%;thp.!$qn.must,  or  he  cannot  be  the  express 
linage  of  his  person. 

.,fiut,  perl^aps  you  suppose,  that.  Chi:ist  is,a 
'jSon  only  .by  office,. as  magistrates  are,  or  in.co- 
vQDjnt  character ;  in  neither  of  which  senses 
can  he  be  the  only-begotten  Son  of  God. 

'But,  you  i^ay  object  to  this,  and  say,,  Christ 

.iSrtJie.Son  ot  God  by  his  miraculous  conception 

Jn  Mary's  womb;  bpt  in  that  sense,  he. had  no 

Father.     His  human  nature  was  the  woman's 

•seed,  and  ;the  Holy  Ghost  declares,  that  as  man 

lie  .is  without  father,  and  as  God  without  mo- 

.ther.     Both  the  Father  and  the  Son,  are  called 

.persons,  as  iu;  lleb.  i.  3,2  Cor.  ii.  10;  Matt. 

.  xxvii.  24. 

And  as   personal    existence,  .working,  ^nd 
operation,  bearing  record,  and  bearing  witness, 
.CQunsel,  will,  power,  understanding,  law-giving, 
.writing  laws,  qualifying  persons  for  the  work  of 
the  ministry,  distributing  gifts  to  them  accord- 
ing to  his  own  will,  giving  orders  to  separate 
'  Barnabas,  anl  Paul  to  the  work  whereu^to  the 
personal  pronoun,  I,  liave  called.them,d\yelling 
in  the  saints,  quickening  their  dead  bodies,  and 


fashioning  them  according  to  the  glorious  Hoflj 
of  Christ  at  liie  great  day ;  besides  tlifi  act  61 
blaspheming,  and  sinning  againt  him,  incurring 
the  greater  damnation;  I  say,  if  all  these 'at 
counts  of  personal  existence,  and  personal  pf*) 
perties,  can  he  applicable  to  any  thing,  of  iiij 
name,  character,  office,  or  emanation,  und(i 
heaven,  but  to  a  divine  person,  it  will  be  !iii 
passible  to  fix  the  grammatical  sense  of  any  oidl 
word  either  in  the  book  of  God,  or  any  codt  o 
Iiuman  laws,  so  as  to  know  substance  -iftbil 
shadow,  or  persons  from  things. 
You  think  the  word,  us.    Gen.  i.  ^6;  anJ 

'Isaiali  vi.  8.  is  explained  in  John  xiv.  23 ;  hold 
inf!'  f  >]  til  the  divine  and  human  natures  iQ  id 
sepcnilile  union,  John  x.  30. 

Theie  nre  your  thoughts,  but  God  know*  thai 
the  ihoiights  of  men  are  vain,  therefore  he  calls 
upon  men  to  forsake  their  thoughts.  Tile 
^vvoidj  us,  in  Genesis  you  say,  respects  the  hii- 
juau  and  divine  nature,  hut  the  word,  us;'thfe 
objective  case  of  We,  respects  persons,  We,  W 
us'  is  the  plural  of  I,  and  means  persons.  'Kjl 
is  C^^rist  divided?    }^  his  human  and  divind  b'i- 

'  ture  two  persons  ?  No,  nor  is  his  human  nature 
a  person  at  all,  nor  is  ever  once  called  so  in  all 
the  book  of  God  ;  for  liis  human  nature  never 
had  personal  existence ;  it  never  existed  of 
Itself,  but  in  union  with  the  person  of  thfr^ion 

'  of  God,  and  therefore  you  must  fiad^  a.bettjpr 


•(hr-jfi  f,  ,-.1.1    . 

Bffastinglor  (die  word,  us:  for  Clirist's  human^ 
4t|3tijre  is  not  called  a  person  but  a  thinrr,  "  A 
fe^w  thing  ia.  the  earth."  And  again,  "  That 
^1^  thing  that  shall  be  born  of  thee  shall  be 
:^ ^.ed  the  SoQ  of  God."  Here  is  one  |)eraoa, . 
|»cl  a  tiling  assumed  or  taken  iuto  union  Mrth 
w^t  person,  and  both  natures  is  ImmauucI, 
Hiod  with  us,  one  person. 
-..  "V^ou  darken  coudsel  by  vOrd^  without  know- 
ledge, instead  of  speaking  in  the  language  of 
scripture;  and, you  do  err,  not  knowing  the 
|lf,>:;jptures  and  the  power  of  God.  You  are  in 
h,  'perilous  path,  may  a'  good  God  stop  you. 
Ifutt  must  lay  aside  Mr  EUiot,  and  all  like  hioi, 
abi^  sit  down  at  the  Saviour's  foot  and  receive 
|C^-  .hi9 . words :.  for  all  your  lessons  must  ht, 
IcAined  over,  again.  If  you  are  not  subverted 
**■-«»  to  be  hardened;in  your  heresy,  you  are 
^^come  to'  write  to  me,  and  to  dny  instruction 
G'od  shall  gl%'e  you  by  me.  But  until  you  are 
hetttr  taught,  I  charge  you. in  the  name  of 
.(^^  no  more  to  enter  into  my  pulpit  at  Dept* 

.■     ,      Your*8  in  the  verity  and  power  of  the 
-,     .  everlasting  gospel. 

■    ..  W.  HUNTINGTON. 

-  P.-'S.  You  would  have  had  a  fuU  refutation 
Ittttt  106  of  every  branch  of  duinnable  heresy 
ttjtt  Appcan  in  your\  were  it  not  for  my  deep 


shield  and  biicklep« ,  a^^^l  tmth  imiyt  jMabiMh 
free ;  but  those  who  vt  found  i^  he  m^  ^"^li 
nesses  of  God,  wre  without  tbii  trtnMrt  flMv 
Without  this  tTe«doin.  :  However  if  jlmi  hM^^^ 
any,  reverence  of  your  Maker,  or  any  rc^tfMpi . 
your  soul's  welfare,,  and  are  no^ . wriiiie^  abovvu, 
what  is  written,  you  might  watt  u^m  me  nt. 
my  house,  you  would  find  an  ojjen  heart,,  aniii 
an  open  mouth.    J  should  neither  defile  ymiff/ 
judgment  with  heresy^  or  Coinipt  your  wu^^ 
qers  by  bad  example.     If  you  do  not  roni|pljp^ 
with  this,  your  trying  hoiur  wd^  soon^nd  yws 
out;  and  when  once  you  begin  to  siQk,.i^i4« 
your  bands  to  be  made  strong,  you  will  fi'atf 
this  to  be  true,  God  shutteth  up  a  man  and 
there  can  be  no  opening.     I  can  shew  ycju  «^ 
man  now  in  town,  who  fell  from  your  traji^ 
and  has  Iain  in  irons  twelve  years,  and  thcrs  ke^ 
will  lay  I  believe  to  all  eternity. 

I  admonished  him,  but  he  was  too  well  est9-|. 
blished  to  listen  to  a  fool,  therefore  begpn  ff 
preach    the  same  doctrine  that  you  do,    \^%i 
down  he  came  in  a  moment;  and  by  thik'^w^^ 
instance  God  convinced  me,   and   confirmMBii," 
me,  that  the  teaching  he  hod  given  me  «:fM  t){^ 
truth.     I  cried  to  Gofl  day  and  night  foryeamtv: 
for  this  inan,,  because  I  loved  bim^  but.  9t;yfr 
could  prevail     God  stopped  my  mouth,  and  i(^« 
last  turned  my  heart  to  hate  him  ;  and  this  ^; 
the  second  time,   Sir^  that  I  have  admonished 


33 

jm^' ^^fjkoM  you^ bumble  yourself  so  mtich  as 
to'ioctpt  this  offer  of  mine,  sigiiity  it  to  me  by 
^JiiCy  99^  ir  win  appoint  the  morniag  when  I 
*W|  he  at  leisure,  and  you  can  come  early  and 
AnKkftstA^hth  me  alone  in  my  study. 

Your  witling  servant  in  the  truth, 

W.  HUNTINGTON, 


■•  ^  •• 


■>.  -  — 


I*       J,:    * 


LETTER    IX 

TO  MR.  N- 


PaddiDgtcm* 

Inv^Tt}  my  dear  brethren  in  the  Lord 
J^Aia  Christ,  my  great  labour  and  incumbrances 
^^0ne  forget  many  things.  In  the  spring 
^  the  year  I  was  engaged  in  publishing  the 
^vkir  of  marriage  between  my  Master  and 
*lliy  iiiwe.  All  the  summer  I  have  been 
Miy  iir  reaping  atid  carrying  corn;  the  hot 
^tefeher  hai  taken  away  many  shocks^  coming, 
'sbattliiifg  in  season.  At  present  we  are  busy 
U^]plbiighing  and  stirring  the  fUliows,  breaking 
tltfe'docb,'  and  grubbing  up  the  thorns.  All 
%1«iitater  t  shall  be  busy  in  threshing  in  hope^ 
aal  beMiiig:- the  itlOuntains,  while  my  Master 
fibs  "^iiWay  the  tibaif.     My  curates  ^t  present 
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are  all  engaged,^  Uiiey  .^i&vefflift  up  f^  tiiciaweUM' 
-vpA  1  am  saddjodniniblftie'^'dlftfl  Wi  ^3tE^ 
must  not  be  JA  tbenviater,  ft^cMstf  «f  Iftj^  fMb 
4ng  tabernacle,  sorool  ibe6abb|ileb^ihryj^ftkqi||fc 
I  cannot  hesfax^d^  Kbkve  bM»4;^0^|jiMNS 
idready,  and.I kfiini^  two  ^ga||p«[lii4li|li  WttrfeSPf 
have  many  frowns  and  souT'^ldafts^'^  tdSL 
Having  theref^fifilioQdfifeoxjtwJiy  master, 
and  married;. ft  wl^^^fn^tjhlmi^  I  cannot  comc^ 
therefore  b9^y«>im5tfi«CMl04.  ^id  m 

I  hppe  to^9ogf|f  a^  see  my  son  before  I  di^ 
and  to  be  a  witness  pf  his  glory  in  Egypt^ 

but  I  am  afmid  to^Y Jffr^jfaj  itf  ^^"*^  ^  ^^™  >u>t 
my  own  master,  and  being  the  servant  to  an 
elect  lady,  I  am  not  my  own  man ;  my  mis- 
tress being  of  high  rank,  takes  a  deal  of  wait- 
ing on ;  I  have  aU  the  shoes  to  clean,  that  their 
feet  may  be  properly  shod,  and  the  beds  to  make 
as  under  chamberlain :  for  if  they  maki  \hem 

themselves,  they  are  always  so  short,  and  ui| 

.♦.-.?  ^■'flj 

coverings  so  narrow,  they  cannot  wrap  theou 
selves  in  them.  What  with  lightiti^  tl£e  c^a-' 
dies,  sweeping  the  house,  carrying  the  lanthbm. 
girding  up  my  loins,  and  hinning  1^dre!'.'T 
have  work  enough;  I.  am  Jitk  bf  scti' in 
servant  of  all  work,  and  master  of  "Othini 
.1  ^f  ish  you  all  the  presence  ahtf  ihe  ^Idnuij 
of  the  >  Lord  of  all  lordis,  and"  sin cbrely '  ,wii^ 
that  you  may  not  act  as  Paul 'did' t^  3)e  *mw^** 
tians,  that  is,  change  yoiir  Voice?    iTiaf^lii? 
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doctrine  may  be  yea,  and  amen,  and  that  your 

voice  may  not  be  Uosanna  now  he  is  upon  the 

^1^  and  crucify  him  when  he  drives  out  the 

^^Jbgoyers  and  sellers.    That  he  may  be  at  a  pohit, 

^Bxxd  you  at  a  certainty,  is  the  prayer  and  desire 

>(^    Dear  Brethren 

Your  brother  in  Christ* 
and  fellow-senant 
in  his  kingdom  aud  patience, 

W-  HUI^TINGTON, 


4    '.      . 


•    •  I 


*.   *.- 


• 


LETTER  X. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

If  my  dear  Brother  hath  anxiously  ex- 
pected a  line  from  me,   I  think  by  this  time 
that  patience  must  have  had  its  perfect  work. 
^^^   he  knows  that  I  am  a  man  of  much  busi- 
ness, and  have  but  little  time  to  spend  or  to 
^a^e;  and  sometimes  when  I  have  time  I  have 
Jio  niatter,  of  course  no  head  nor  heart  for  the 
^orlc.      For  when  we  are  forced  to  pull,   to 
W^Vi  to  squeeze,  and  to  press,  it  is  hard  work, 
and  the  contents  as  dry  as  a  basket ;  but  when 
t\ic  spring  arises  and  overflows,  then  the  head 
l«  like  a  bee-hive  sending  forth  its   swarms, 
while  the  pen  labours  to  keep  pace  with  the 

C2 


_U1QUE|iU  :  "^CoupseL  in  the  heart  is  as  At 
V^ter^  and  t}ie  words  of  >yisdpm'as'  a  flown 

^jook;"'"'^  v.''*'''''."       ,    ,"  *  '   '""" 

J' 'Jitis fpni^  is' at  jjimes  sliut  tiu^  and  this  fou 
'ta.m,u(  ptteni  sealed,  but  \yheii  the  good  Spii 
'opens  an'd'stirs  the  spring,  and  unseals  t 
fountain,  then  it  ri^es,  runs,  and  refreshes,': 
that  every  thing  lives  where  this  ri^'erof  li 
Cometh.  •  And  we  are  astonished  at  the  woi 
derfoi  fountain;  nevez  suspecting  there  wi 
such  a-  wbndCTful  source  within,  the  treisiii 
aflbrding  both  things  new  and  old.  t,am'i 
this  time  an  invalid,  have"  been  unable  I 
march,  or  to  use  my  arms,  and  therefore  Wi 
thrown  up  upon  th?  b|igga^e  waggon,  and  « 
now  in  the  hospital  among  the  sick,  poor,  wouni 
ed,  hait,  lame,  maimed,  and  bruised,  buthq 
sl^ottjy  to  be  able  to  appear  again,  in  tb«  fie! 
,of  action,  i^r  elsi^  the  Philistines  will  sbou 
IMppo^ing  the  ark  to  be  taken. 
.  I  have  been  now  about  twenty-four  yea 
yith(^ut  the  camp,  bearing  his  reproach,  V 
hope, not  to  be  dismissed  without  a  pepisitk 
.haying,  served  so  honourable  a  captain.  ^ 
long  jpaxphcs,  |jad  wiriter  quarters,  shojt  ^ 
J^^vancjci,  stoppages,  and  perpetual  sktrif}y>e 
havf  ipucb  weakened  and  iippaired  the  ^at^^ 
.t^bernacj^  i  howevft  J  hp^e  to,  die  ip  thp^l 
aq.d  q9ve[:to  dcfiert  the  standard,  nor  theM 
ner  o<t  everlasting  love.     Truth  hp.th  hither 
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b^ti  my  shiield  and  buckler,  aiul  tn*  Lbi^d  iof  * 
hbstfl,  itifighty  m  battle,  hatH  Stood  hf  me  atid  ' 
bfDugh^  irtc  off  trtore^  tlian  c'onfjiirt'W,  sd  that 
nUie  could  ever  say,  we  have  prevailed  aglairist 
hfBft  ;  and  I  believe  and  hof>e  (ht^  nitxet  will* 
Sefe  eifgtf^ihents  haVe  I  Hid  \\\i\t  deVilsf,  ^ 
long  and  lingering  waf  wftH  thd  old  itiatt  M^ib" 
bates  peace,  with  thisciVrfhVy'ttier^fs  ilo'fla^  Of 
inicc,  rid  dischargfe  bfet  hj  tleitli.    A^  io  tfre 
world  ihd  I,  wft  A/c'well  agreed,  tTrat  \k  sick  erf 
mc,  aiid  I  of  tt,  they  \vl!I  shbut  ^en  I  aiA  gdtfe,  ' 
aid  so  shall  I; 

Bat  hypocrites  in  Zroft  Sfe  the  tiiVsH  foes, 
for  they  come  in-  tlie  gai*b  of  friend,- iifaffi A  fKe  ' 
heart,  but  words  smootfter  than  oil.  These 
geiieriilly  betray,  or  stab  you  to  the  heart  with 
a  kiss,  as  Joab  and  Judas  did ;  but  surely  there 
are  none  so  abhorred  of  God^  none  in  such  a 
perilous  state  as  these.     A  hypocrite  in  Zion  is 

^'orsc  than  a  devil,  and  we  aboimd  with  such 

,  -         . .  .....  ^ 

in  our  days,  especially  in  London,  where  the 
generality  of  minis-tferi  *fcyrffrer,  nourish,  and 
fcring  up  nothing  but  such.  I  hope  to  have  no 
pftice  with  fliese,  but  to  be  an  iron  pillar  and  a 
brizeiti  wafl  against  theiii,  eVfin  to  tlte  l^st.  How 
thbngoest  dh  1  knd*r  notl  Hut  arfi  ^\\f  jie'r-  ' 
»uided  that  if  the  Lofd  miftes  t?hee  rfstiful,  the 
Jefvi!  will  fnake  thee  mi^rablie.  H€  that  e^ts 
the  fittle  book,  hath  Itortey  itt  hi^  moiith,  aiid 
wormwood  in  his  heart     Tlie  ^asctial  Lariib 


and  the  bitter  herbs,  tbe  bread  of  life  i 
mingled  wine,  must  go  together.  These  exei 
cise  us,  and  make  us  feel  for  others,  and  teac 
us  to  know  what  is  in  our  hearts,  by  harrowin 
up  all  tiie  rebellioii  therein;  and  this  leads  u 
to  see  in  tiie  word  of  God,  what  he  says  t 
such  sinners  in  such  cases. 

I  hear  thou  art  married,  that  thou  hast  gc 
the  one  thing  netdf.il,  seeing  it  is  not  goo 
that  nun  should  be  alone.  You  hare  agre^ 
to  put  your  troiibies  together  to  make  one  corr 
inon  stock  of  it.  Be  it  so  ;  live  jn\  fully  wit 
the  wife  of  thy  youth  whom  thou  lovest.  Go 
bless  you  both,  and  all  the  little  flack. 
So  prays, 


W.  H.  S.S 


W€\ 


;'■'■  Ttt  Mr.' <;(.':'■ 


I, ..■!,'  ,   .  ■■  Gaiinbnreagli 

IfHifcTftftWonderftil' Story  to  relate.  Souk 
da^4  ag(h  ith»e  came  into  this  town  a  strangi 
woman,  abe  wuvety  tall  and  genteel,  ver 
anoien^i^ave,  and  majestic ;  richly  clad,  ant 
nit^:  jbeauAiBilly  adorned.  Her  graces  wen 
wioniog  and  ottraclave,  faer  steps  stately,  lie 
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m  adnurab^i  and  gait  singular.  She  seemed 
▼|j^  narrqv  in  her  inspections,  and  her  eye  was 
T^ry  pb9e.rvant ;  she  seemed  very  active  in  her  - 
oS)tiop8,  rand  pf  very  wise  deportment.  When 
she  entered  the  town  she  stood  awhile  on  a ' 
high  hill,  and  spoke  to  a  few  people  as  they 
W^d;  I  heard  her  voice  and  followed  her ;  I 
her  viewed  from  head  to  foot,  with  all  the  eyes 
I4ad.  I  saw  her  jewels  were  indeed  valuable^ 
hejT  attire  costly  but  plain.  Her  features  were 
nijwte  but  proportionable,  and  in  my  judg- 
i^Qt  of  things,  she  is  an  ornament  to  all  her 
*ex ;  and  for  her  singular  beauty  far  surpassing 
the  daughters  of  men.  If  ever  I  let  my  eyes 
^^  without  a  rein,  they  did  then  j  indeed  she 
t<^K  me  with  her  eye-lids,  and  I  was  fast 
caught  in  the  amorous  net.  I  enquired  if  any 
*Dew  her,  some  saicl  they  had  just  seen  her, 
others  said  they  had  heard  the. fame  of  her, 
"lit  none  could  tell  me  >rltere  she  came  from 
for  certainty;  all  w^s  conjecture  about  her 
nativity,  nor  could  I  find  any  among  them  all 
^hat^.wa^  well  acquainted  with  her.  Never 
**^ce  I  came  into  thi^  world,  did  i  ever  find  so 
^tense  a  desire  after  any  person  as  after  her  ;  I 
loQged  to  IwLve  a  little  converse  with  her,  and 
*^^ccd  the  sight  of  her  would  have  done  me 
8^  but  there  was  no  likelihood  of  my  being 
|hu5  gratified.  Being  very  desirous  of  know* 
^g  where  she  came  from,  I  made  perpetual 
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anqpiiry  after  her^  and  at.Uati  I Joinij 
inao*  nained  Jedidiah^*wi90ikiiffiivt.]|tf^^ 
lieitold  me'  she  bad i  placed  bar  a^cff'  "  ^ 
jearaatgo.  on  ayduog  roaa^i  aii4  8lf0, 
in  loye^tliat  alie  cbuld  9ot.wfilt€^ti»Qjj^iu^ 

,.The  ycmng  maawas  ^«ery.,rekifftaniijfW 
snatch,  because  thqre  wer«.  4eyef%l,  <0ilMWM 
ments  in  the  way»  as.  ficst,  be  iniiftj;tg«|[.4U|»4 
of  ^parliament  to.  change  bJs,:najiiei.i-6M«R^ 
be  must  forsake  father,  jn.othei*,,.«Dd;alLjthal;ii 
had;  thirdly,  tbe^r  djsposiuonjs  :wece;f4K]i)^fiipd 
etrically  opposite  to  one  apotber^.  <  HpyJK 
the  match  is  not  broke  off,  several  peoj^e  w/e 
together  the  other  night  at  the  gept^lem^i] 
bouse,  and  amoug  all  the  rest  I  was  invit£< 
but  did  not  knoxvr.at  first,  that  the  lady  wi 
there;  but  when  I  saw  her  there,  I  thougl 
my  curiosity  was  gratified.  I  watched  h 
narrowly,  and  I  found  by  her  broken,  langua] 
that  she  was  a  foreigner,  for  she  spoke  very  hi 
English. 

One  man  spake  to  her  about  politics,  but  si 
gave  him  no  answer;  another  asked  her  sev^i 
questions  about  astronomy,  but  she  seeiped 
stranger  to  all  sciences  and  arts.  3he  W 
very  sensible  indeed  in  divinity,  he^-  meno 
was  strong,  her  views  clear,  her  judgment  rjf 
her  ideas  consistent,  Jier  conversation  nervoe 
and  her  sentences  weighty,  and  delivered  wi] 
much  solidity.     She  looked  cheerful,  but  oey 
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ODTCt  offered  to  smile.  The  j'oung  man  asked 
lier  if  she  bad  any  fortune,  for  you  must  know 
ire  methbdist  parsons  are  all  for  money  ;  at  that 
<Ae  held  up  her  hands  and  said,  iu  my  left 
hand  is  length  of  days,  and  in  my  right  hand 
Tiches  and  honour.  He  a«kcd  her  if  she  thousrht 
she  could  manage  a  family,  aHil  furnish  a  table, 
ttd'slic  said,  she  could  kill  her  own  beasts, 
ftimish  her  own  table^  mingle  lier  own  wine^ 
and  bid  her  own*  guests. 

The  next  day  they  were  married^  and  I  was 
there,  and  as  soon  as  they  came  into  the  par- 
lour she  kissed  him  and  said,  **  I  wisdom  dwell 
vith  prudence."    I  Was  exceedingly  well  enter- 
^oed,  for  the  bride  jmt  forth  a  few  riddles 
wying,  "  I  find  out  krtowledgc  of  witty  inven- 
tions ;**  and  understanding,  her  kinswoman,  uh* 
folded  them.     Her  father  embraced  the  bride* 
fif^<>t>tn,  and  said,  L6t  her  breasts  satisfy  you  at 
*"  ti  mes,  and  be  thou  always  ravished  with  her 
iove.      Another  said,   Let  him  take  heed  to  his 
spin  t,  and  deal  not  treacherously  with  the  wife 
^"  H  is  youth.     And  another  iaid,  she  shall  be 
an  Ornament  of  grace  to  his  neck,  and  a  crown 
^*  ^lory  shall  she  deliver  unto  him.     So  we 
bw>lce  up,  and  then  I  found  her  father  was  the 
^^  i  «nt  of  days.     Her  husband's  name  was  pru- 
«*^oe,  her  kinswoman  was  understanding,  and 
"^     maiden  name  was  wisdom j  but  now  it  is 

W.  If. 
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together,  fof,  /«*^^  Witikbdnett  litum  bd  Jlldli^'' 
as  a  tree,"  Job  xxiv.  to.  . .  t  !^;i 

The  little  tiiaa  is  iloltr  of  Vety  fittlc!  adfUx^lHtl^^ 
id  Very  little  esteeito,  abd  nbt  a  littl^  ttubiti^jtifi^ 
to  see  himself  so  little!  in  the  ey^^f.xtaSif^-^ 
he  is  so  filled  with  rage  at  the  ketitiioii  ^t\ 
my  name,  that  ht  bbiiuds  with  elfliQ'tric  tx\^ 
and  has  hard  ^di*k  to  keeb  htk  f^i  fin.mll^ 
earth,  they  that  are  cruel  trouble,^  ^klif  4)j|jrat 
flesh :    ''  The  turiAttg  aMTay  ctf  th/kih^i»^^^^ 
slay  them,  wai  tike  {prosperity  dlip^jli; ,  ii]^^ 
destroy  them.     Bat  \^hos6  li6aillfe^l<ft^^  ^iJS^^. 
me,  shall  dwell  fiafely,  aiidihkll^^qii)^^^ 
fear  of  evir,  PttiV.  i.  Si,  32.    I  We  m  6^f6^^^ 
of  the  whole  retit  £allmg  on  the  bbiidsmen,  ^A 
the  expences  of  the  alteration^  likifwise^  ^oi'ijt.^' 
was  those  gentlemen  *who  gave  the  ordent^  10*' 
you  Me  we  go  a  warftte  at  our  owct  <!:lxai*g^ ; 
but  as  yet  we  hatve  wrought  no  deliveriCnce  in'^ 
the  earth,    nor  have  the  inhabitants  of  the  ' 
world  fallen.     -  ...    ' 

At  first  setting  off,  thete  was  great  6boatii2|^  ' 
in  the  camp  of  the  Philistines,  and  they  eijIL-*  ' 
pected  the  Hebrews  would  be  soon  drove  ittto  * 
theit  holes,  and  it  was  concluded  that  the  alpt  * 
was  taken :  we  had  only  the  letter,  the  ppwer  • 
was  with  them  J  but,  alas !  the  house  of  S4ul  ' 
waxeth  weaker  and  weaker,  and  the  house  of 
David  increases  and  must  increase,   till  thd  ' 
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kingdoms  of  this  wprM    acknowledge  their 
rightful  sovreign,  and  submit  to  his  sceptre. 
The  army  of  Saul  is  scattered  from  him,  his 
Avhole  forces  do  not  exceed  a  hundred,  and  tl>e 
c^hjef  part  of  these  are  scouting  parties,  fallen 
off  from  their  old  commanders ;  and  some  of 
&hem  hs^vq  b^eu  disbanded  for  cowardice,  soix^e 
discharged  with  stripes  on  their  back^, 
nd  others  have  been  drummed  out;  of  other 
egimepts  for  misdemeanours*      Vnder  tliese 
ircumstances  the  standard  bearer  faints,  flag§, 
nd  gets  veiry  much  dispirited,    and  well  he 
ay,  for  God's  banner  was  never  displayed  over 
im,  nor  one  soldier  ever  enlisted  by  him,  nor 
ne    deserter    ever    restored    to    his   colours 
rough  him ;   the  armour  of  Go<l  was  never 
pen  him,  nor  any  -commission  ever  received 
worn  him,   therefore  he  can  expect  neither  pay 
or   pension;   he   must   live   by   plunder  and 
rage,  or  else  he  must  work,  and  with  quiet- 
ess  cat  his  own  bread,  or  perish  with  hunger: 
3  you  see  that,   '*  By  means  of  a  whorisli  wo- 
an,  a  man  is  brought  to  a  piece  of  bread,  and 
t:lie  adulteress  will  hunt  for  the  precious  life,*' 
I^TOv.  vi.  ^2,6. 

The  false  flame  is  quite  extinguished,  and 

nothing   but   a   stinking   snuff   is   perceptible 

among:' them  ;  under  this  cold  chill  manv  are 

creeping  back  in  hope  of  getting  into  winter 

quarters  among  us,   but  the  peace  oliicers  will 
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grant  ibem  to  biltetts,  ndr  will  any  of  ^tf^ 
dezvous  that  are  open  for  his  Majesty,:^ Mdfa 
them,  for  both|!tbeir'fcoQA|Mftance  attil  fl 
hand-cuffs  proclaimed  their  disloyal^  *>^^.1 
jury.  They  have '  deserted  iHelr  •coloorsj^'i 
God  refuses  either  to  be  the  strength  isA^ 
heart,  or  the  health  of  their  couateandef^'i 
former  is  given,  up  to  the  buifettinga  off>iil 
and  the  latter  proclaims  their  treachery,  jy^ 
their  appearance,  their-  uniform  ia  ooJIy'tl^ 
a  spencer,  for  like  David's  ambasaadf^ltiMI 
skirts  are  cut  off  close  by  the  ninip,'*JOii| 
that  they  walk  naked ;  and  many  who^MI 
viewed  their  judgment  as  a  robe  and  diaiii 
now  see  their  shame  and  shuu  their  compa 
This  is  not  a  little  degrading,  especiallyAto 
little  saint  Crispin,  who  will  be  great  ifaof 
he  is  no  better  than  a  servant  of  all  worlsyji 
as  a  borrower  he  is  a  servant  to  the  lender^  o 
sequently  a  servant  of  servants.  My  respe^Ci 
all  friends.    The  Lord  bless  thee,  so  prays^; 

W.  HUNTINQ-K 

■  r 


I  ■/■•' 
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LETTER   XIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


Ij  dear  BiViiker,  Bristol. 

I  AM  now  in  this  large  and  populous  city, 
OTV  aadiende  is  seldom  less  on  the  weekly  lec- 
ture'evenings  than  between  one  and  two  thou- 
aa.li A  'Th«  tabernacle  holds  upwards  of  two 
^^^otlsandy  iand  if  three  thousand  could  get  in  it 
**»61d  be  ftrTl.  I  found  myself  at  first  much 
^'Sitated,  and  felt  myself  in  a  very  disagreeable 
^^ciite  of  niind,  but  the  attendance  that  they 
S*Ve,'' their  attention  in  hearing,  and  the  affec- 
5^0n  they  shew  to  me,  has  drawn  my  love  much 
*nto  union  with  them. 

1    ^  preach  seven  times  a  week,  and  they  have 

**^d  me  fast  for  a  six  weeks  stay,  how  this 

^^^11  be  received  in  London  I  know  not;  but  I 

sloped  from  them  without  mentioning  in  my 

P^^pit   tny  departure,  fearing   I   should   meet 

^ith  a  strong  opposition.     Howbeit  I  believe 

^od  has  brought  me  here,   and  doubtless  he 

^ill  own  and  bless  my  labours,  which  begin  to 

appear  very   visible  already.     The  place  is  at- 

*^iided  by  a  great  many  of  the  gay  and  polite, 

^^d  many  of  them  are  a  gracious  and  pious 

V^c^ple.     I  hope  my  little  ones  are  well,  and  all 

friends,  as  I  bless  God  I  am  at  present ;  and 
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times  in  pHvate,  ami  the  Lord  has  been  pre-' 
cionstome.'  '■ 

'-Ihavesefti  a  new  chapel  erecting,  betw6*il^' 
Bristol  atiHthe  Hot-^ells,  the  grtntnd  lor  wHtli'^ 
Was  bought;  and  the  money  left  to  tiuish  irby-" 

that  ptous'lady ,  and  she  and  her  coinpa-*^ 

mon'  often'  entertained  themscPves  with  tlic  ' 
thoughts  of  being  deposited  in  it  a»  the  firat-* 
fnitts;  but  both  are  dead  before  it  is' erected;-* 

lify  kind  love  to  ,  and  all  friends,   and'* 

accept  the  Sjime  from  one  who  wislies  tvbt  <« 
bcMteemed  ""^l 

Tour  ready  servitor, 

,1  ,..,.   .     :.:  (■■■  jiu 
LETTER    XIV.  -'-< 

If;  Dtarly  BcloTot  Biollier  in Chtist.  '  >         .:.,     ■:  tin    jU 

I  LONQ  to  know liow  ^ou  all  do/.at'^MtT 
I  have  been  busy  scribbling  a  aenniM,  wlUi4lii^ 
have  been  deiired  »  prinii.'aHd  hatiogi  4WT 
patched  that,  I  am  coming  «o««k«ft«rj*j«pn 
welfare.  O iny dearly  bclored  Wends  nCbtlMi 
JesiUi  who  n  there  in  this  w«rM  that  tsailtai;' 
more  highly  favoured  than  we  arc,  who  bavc> 
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CSod^aOHMr  to  us  u  the  Lord  our  God  is,  iA 
every  thing  tbtt  we  call  upon  him  for. 

A  thousand  promises  have  we  got  in  fkith^  a. 
thniMmd  blessings  in  hope,,  and  all  spiritual 
bleaainga  in  heavenly  places,  in  Christ  Jesus 
oi|r  Lord.    We  are  loved  with  an  everlasting: 
love^  bound  up  in  the  bond  of  an  everlasting 
ocnnenaoty  which  was  ratified  by  the  blood  of 
€2ittisty.aad  confirmed  to  us  by  the  oath  of 
6fd;.  ^'.By  myself  have  I  sworn  that  in  bles--. 
nng  I  will  bless  thee,  and  so  have  I  sworn  thati 
I   will  not  be  wrath  with  thee,   nor  rebuke 
thee.**     Has   God  enlightened  us?  it  is  ever<^ 
luting  light.     Hath   he  quickened  us?  it  is 
everlasting  life.     Hath  he  drawn  us  to  love 
him?  It  is  everlasting  love.      Hath   he  ever 
comforted  us  ?  it  is  everlasting  consolation,  and 
good  hope  through  grace.     AH  these  we  shall 
Uke  to  heaven  with  us,  these  can  never  be  lost. 
Now  let  us  look;  on  the  other  side  of  the 
question,   Wo  be  to  them  that  are  at  ease  in 
Zion,  we  are  not  those.'    Wo  be  to  you  when 
dl  men  speak  well  of  you,  this  is  not  our  lot. 
If  ye: are  without  chastisement  then  are  ye. 
butards/and  not  sons,  this  is  not  our  case. 
They  have  no  changes,  and  therefore  they  fear  > 
not  God, '  we  are  not  ia  that  state.    ^'  Blessed . 
is:  the  man  whom  thou,  chastenest,  O  Lord,  and 
tctthest  him  out  of.  thy  law^'^  tb^t  .is  ours. 
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*f  Blessed  is  the  man  that  enduredi  temptatio] 
for  when  he  is  tried  he  shall  receive  the  crbw 
of  lift,"  we  come  not  behind  in  this."  "  Yt 
shall  be  hated  of  all  men  for  my  name  sakd 
we  claim  this  also.  "  Blessed  are  ye  when  M< 
revile  you,  and  speak  all  manner  of  evil  agiiuj 
you  for  my  sake,"  this  is  ours.  "  I  have  chosd 
you  in  the  furnace  of  affliction,"  Ve  have  brtj 
there.  "  I  love  them  that  love  me,"  we  claid 
this.  "  And  he  thatloveth  his  hrother  abided 
in  the  light,  and  there  is  no  occasion  of  stdiD 
bling  in  him ;  for  we  know  that  we  are  pasnA 
from  death  to  life  because  we  love  the  bretB 
ren."  Thus  we  come  behind  in  no  gift,  ii( 
evidence,  no  token  for  good. 

O  what  a  state  is  this,  what  has  God  wrough 
fbr  such  poor  souls  as  we,  poor  blind  bats,  sin 
ful  rebels,  and  enemies  to  all  good.  But  fail 
Avrath  is  appeased,  reconciliation  is  made,  oai 
ransom  is  paid,  the  gates  of  heaven  are  opet 
before  us,  and  there  is  no  condemnation  to 
them  that  are  in  Christ  Jesus.  Oh  let  us  nevei 
despise  the  day  of  small  things,  nor  slacken  oui 
diligence,  but  covet  earnestly  the  best  gtftf 
and  follow  after  charity,  peace,  righleousoes*! 
patience,  communion  and  fellowship  with  hill> 
and  after  the  comfort,  support,  and  joy  of  h<^ 
which  he-  hath  promised  to  us.  A  few  <la>-3  o" 
yean  more  aftd  we  shall  quit  this  stage  of  «? 
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ji^oq^  aqa  see  the  sweetest  facf>  the  kindest 
^i^i,^d|    the    most  delightful,    beautiful,  and 
l^cftious  object  that  heaven  ever  revealed,  or 
^]^^At  ii[iunortal  souls  ever  beheld* 
,^  ,  "ib§n  will  he.s^y,   "  Come  ye  blessed  of  my 
Ijat'tij^er/!.  and  then  take  us  by  the  hand  and 
4^a.d  us  up  to  the  ancient  of  days,  saying,  ^'  Be- 
hold me,  and  the  child^-en  that  thou  hast  given 
nk^pj*    Fill  them  with  songs,  saith  the  blessed 
fa^ther  of  all  mercies  and  God  of  ail  comfort, 
ff^fi  let  everlasting  joy  be  upon  their  heads, 
aixcl  let  sorrow  and  sighing  flee  away.     Lead 
tjl^m  to  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  bathe 
them  in  the  river  of  my  pleasure,  and  place 
thtem  next  to  thyself;  let  them  be  crowned 
yfxth  glory,  and. put  ]the  palm  of  victory  ii) 
their  hand,  and  the  rpbe  of  immortality  on  thei^ 
souls,  and  let  them  celebrate  my  praise,  and  thy 
salvation  for  ever  and  ever.    My  pen  like  a  resr 
tive  horse  has  carried  me  quite  away,  till  I  an\ 
almost  got  into  the  upper  regions. 

:  B.  and  L.  lay  near  to  my  heart,  in  every 
pnKyer  of  mine  you  are  sure  to  come  tumbling; 
up^.iato  my  mind  with  something  like  thjfi> 
vhea  it  is  well  with  thee,  remember  me.  I 
shiU  be  glad  to  be  spared  to  see  the  old  bam 
^cemore  if  my  good  God  permit.  God  for 
®^  Ucss  .thee  and  thy  whole  household^  is  and. 


1  hope  ever  will  be,  the  earierf 'pi 

•sj^  ,     u  Dearly  beloved  brethren  and  ii 
..Li'i,.  /  in  Christ  Jesus,  "*  ' 

Eternally  your's. 
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LETTER   XV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


.i 


Dearly  Beloved  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Chrlit, 

Your's  came  to  hand  yesterday.  A 
Was  not  at  home  when  your  letter  came, 
lK;ing  cold,  I  shut  myself  up  in  my  cabiii 
the  week,  and  so  I  continue  till  I  have  601 
_(Sd  this  week's  work.  It  rejoices  my  hi 
^P>i  hear  from  you,  and  to  be  informed  01 
i^plfare  of  your  family,  all  of  which  you'af 

,:ticfn  except  ,    therefore   I   conclude   1 

j2s  fled  into  the  \vilderness,  into  her  place  wh 
«hc  shall  be  nourished  for  a  time  from  the  f 
pf,  the  serpent,  for  my  God  will  never  stu 
ijae  souls  of  the  righteous  to  famish. 
^  You  do  not  tell  nie  how  poor  mother's  hea 
f$,  I  have  lately  dropped  a  ft:w  scraps 
—7-] — ,  relative  to  a  sudden  and  violent  oe 
bfttveen  the  devil  and  the  Doctor,  evfen  iti' 
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tjpj^pin.  Hurt  nn  thr  Lord's  day  morning,  which  I 

'do  not  now  wonder  at,  as  I  have  long  felt  an 

iBXUQiQnion  energy  on  my  spirit  to  press  on  to 

lEtft^  mark  of  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of 

Grod  in  Christ  Jesus,  Pbill  iii.  14.     And  Ido 

fixmd  t)ie,9iore  earnest  the  more  oppositiom^  not 

^irheu  I  am  careless,  but  when  I  would  do  good^ 

evil  is  present  with  me.    The  spouse  put  of  her 

coat},  and  then  she  washed. her  feet;  she  laid 

SAide  her  profession,  and  tl)en  the  devil  and 

conuption  ceased;   but  when j the  Lord  said, 

K^turn  Shulamite,  •  then  she  became  Mahanaim 

^S^ain,  B  company  'Of  two  armies.    No  peace 

^ith-the  devil. and  corruption  but  upon  a  cessa* 

ti<^n  of  arms  in  the  fight  of  faith ;  but  we  must 

AOtsend  an  ambassage  to  desire  condiiiooj^  of 

peace  on  such  terms. 

ri  In  the  violent  temptation  I  felt  myself  aw-* 
^lly  rebellious,  and  because  I  had  loug  wept 
f^d  prayed  for  some  poor  distressed  souls  in 
^)c  country,  and  they  had  lately  increased  in 
.4^«ir  calamities,  like  Moses  in  Egypt  I  rebelled 
^^  ;he  did,  when  instead  of  a  deliverance  a 
double  tale  of  brick  was  exacted.  Here  I 
fMjked  and  sat  down,  and  said  in  my  heart,  I 
^^11  pray  for  them  no  more,  and  so  I  continued 
till  last  Thursday,  when  another  slip  of  tfaie 
^^t,  and  a  lash  on  the  back,  set  me  down  at 
ms  feet,  clothed  and  in  my  right  mind.  Since 
^ea  I  have  sailed  on  agamst  wind  and  tide  as 


of  the  day,  I  tte^  that  ftf-tt«wrfliMy.1i|)iHi)inf 
bfrth,  till  dirt^'lkibltbttfin^dlittpteniMUlill 
t(i  yW 'shiWV'  tKJi  li>'j|Mllk4i«ir  td'3dl»«9«M|fc 
ateis  thk  mr^thf 'fl^ftftf^rfj-'ifftri'  trlMitfuiili  JmSff 

had  a  gbdd  day.^  Nbtlr^lH^^ttl*l«lj{l<<l  iMl#t 


{ft  dispersed  ibiiS  tb^'  iitii  Miiyi^i  Xlltti4Mpi» 
of  this,  r  airi-  iilt:* W'6tt»^4liil»^1Mty'il»<ig||P 
venture,  for  ilkei^  iPlidliitii'tMMl^i.iSn^ii  Jfo 

You  tell  A'^'^'A^^^(lia!MiiM^'iii#«fMB»tf 
age,  and '60  tM'T,  iteA^hl^ef^rytsiktliJk^lkl^ 
little  light  upon  yoUr  j>at^')atil^  th«  bltfAl«ltf 
U»A  ihe  brndt^'Ugtil  tx»id«]j;«;  rfttrMr  dM^ 
insensibility,  carelessness,  ''titibtiiefi''  Imtilnif  f 
HiipeiSttA^^i'^eipiintfi'  grief,  «^  wifvlMtttg 
tHhtvti  ate  kH^representtid'  in  seripUtM^  av^fa^ 
«Ih^ '  8trtiit«<iin^,'" oV  sbtfttitig  >«|ii  (h«p-|ietail 
A^d  unbelief  iH  (fkid'to  lodi^  sfud  bott  i%'iiKMi» 
foii  t^ad  'iji  Ihi^'Sbi)^  0^'  the;  «hlfr(}b)l  telVM(b 
putting  in  ilis  hap'd'by  the  hoW'Of  Jth^i(tooi^()UHi' 
l^f  bo«r^»1>einM:  fh'oVed  bjr^the  siSbsatiiAiKiioSfett 
i^^s  to  open  aM^lii'hatidtti 'dropped  toyHdr 
«|)on  the  riiiiAdfil'bf  th«  Ioek>   The>  band  imp 
heir  faith^  ^e  %Hi%  trat/  love/  tfod  tbidiaUii 
ihe  h6\i  of  iiifidetl^  tO  giVe^way^aiid  ^ittui^ 
i^tth  vrorkd  b<r 'I^V<6,  ffftd  love  dite«^th«  bmdiol 


ss 

fajlAi.out,  andsQt  it  to  work  agaip  upoa  ber, 

best  beloved.  r 

.  .1  ■     ii 

.Christ's  knocking  at  the  door,  sometimes, 
sonifies  alarming  judgments^  which  God  makes' 
u9e  of  to  awaken  some  sinners,  .which  I,»y  th^^. 
Spirit  Jirings  th^  poor. creature  to  lay  the  awful 
report  to  Jbeart.  .  The.  report  of  Pharaoh's  de- 
strjAction  at  the  Red  Sea  had  tJus  eftect  upon! 
Bababy  ,the  l^xlot  of  Jer^chjO,  whose  heart  was 
opened  by  it  to  receive  the  spies  inr.peaceV 
SqiaetiQies  his  k^ocku^g  is  by.  the  \yord  preach- 
ed.   ^'  It  is  tl^e  YfOice  of,  my  beloved  tnat^ 
kooofceth.'!.    V  ]i  ftai^d  .at  ^he  dpor^^d  knocic, 
and  if  any  .m^  h^r  my  v^oice^,'V  &a    Our 
Lord  explains  this  himself  in  the  same  cliapter 
thttSp  **  As  many  a^  I  love  I  rebuke  a^^  qhasten. 
be  serious  therefore  an^repeut^"  Rev.  iii.  19. 

Some  seasons  we  are  like  the,  eiarth  in  winter! 
barren,  and  these  are  no.  liyQly  goings  fprth  m 
iintb,  hope,  love,  prayer^  praise,  gratitii^^e,  nor 
^thanksgivings.  To  sucli  he  says,  Open  tfO  me,^ 
ripening  the  mouth  often  moves  ^  the  )ieartj| 
"  Open  thy  mouth  wide  and  I  w^^  fill  it.'* 
&metimes  the  heart  is  filled,  overwhelmed. 
mrith  .grieff  "  I. am  so  troubled  that  I  cannot 
speak,"  says  the  Psalmist.  Opening  is  to  bring 
forth  the  sorrows  of  the  heart  by  the  words  of 
the  mouth,  "  I  poured  out  my  soul  by  myself, 
I  shewed  before  him  my  trouble.*'  ''  I  will 
speak,"  says  Elihu,   "  that  I  may  be  eased ; 


m 

Sometimes  the  heart  is  closed  by  being  shil 
born  under  the  rod,  morose,  sulky,  silent,  u 
froward,  it  will  neither  submit  nor  yield ; ' 
will  not  own,'  ackno*ledj>e,  nor  confess  1 
God,  but  like  Job,  harden  one's  self  in  sd 
row,  although  he  asks,  "  Who  hath  hardeni 
himself  against  him,  and  hath  prospered 
Theretbre  says  Job,  "  I  will  speak  in  the  biM) 
^ess  of  my  soul,   but  if  I  speak  what'  «m 

"leised?""  ■  ^    ■■     II 

'^TKhoi^kinj;  brings  us  sometimes  to  erxamin: 

'ISbri;  we  light  the  caridJe,  and  sweep  the  housi 

MAiid  dfVeu  find  sdme  cursed  rival,  some  indnlge 
iclol,  stii'tk  lip  in  the  place  of  Christ.  Buts 
"ror  him,"  he  has  no  throne  in  the  heart,  n 
'sti'ire  in  tlie  affections,  as  he  complains  of  tha 

"it  whbsc  door  he  knocked  ;  "  Thou  art  neithi 

'told  nor  hot,  but  lukewarm  :"  and  sucb  a  pn 
fession  sits  as  sickly  upon  the  love  of  Chris 

'lii  Warm  water  does  upon  our  stomach ;  tiien 
toft  he  says,   "  t  will  spue  thee  out  of  m 

'  Sfebuth."    Thou  shall  have  no  part  in  my-iknj 

-^Ji;v  ■Wii'  .;u.|  -fry.      ..\v\, <.,,-.■    jmiU      .i-jqi^ 
.(Oln'*oVf;r'..i'^fll!i*.'-i^v,  1  1.'.  *»  r,v  -.ill  >■  viojbsi 

'M-.:yrVr-jj.d'--)U:'-U.     .-ir.i    u    n>   -,nc,l      /■-•iu-jfftifa- 
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I  i  ■  4i;    r>  -»       ti      t    I 


ft    ..  i..,..      LETTER  XVI. 

TO   IIR.  B. 

•I'M-    .f,.   :,.  I.    ■  .       .      ■     '  

^''<'<Iw*ow  my  dear  son  id  Christ  Jesus,  that 
^^  mercy  •of' -the  Lord  is  such  that  none  shall 
^^ock  hislfiicey  call  upon  his  name,  or  wait  upon 
1^1  m  in  vain.  1  am  one  of  the  devils  who  have 
M6d<Uma8  a  sure  foundation  at  the  first  set- 
iiog'  ioff {  with*  my  (ace  Zionrward,  and  I  have 
-  triMd  his  4ove,  hi»  patieni^e,  his  faithfulness,  and 

■  ■  ■ ' 

^'■lita  to '  the  uttermost  since,  and  now  set  to 

^y  seal  that  he  is  the  sweetest  of  beings,  the 

'-(S'^ttateBt  of  namesi  -and  the  dearest  of  all  friends^ 

**M  -my  aoul  within  m^  la^es  him  above  every 

^b^ect,'  in  heaven  or ^etftb,  for  healndhis  Father 

.  ^ho  Spirit  are  one.  -  . 

^'  'His  favour  is  heaven  on  earth,  and  an  earnest 

^^  heaven  above ;  and  here  I  sit  poorly  in  bod^^ 

9i^ting  old,  and  creeping  to  the  grave  with  no 

'^^^re  fear  of  death,  wrath,  judgment  to  come, 

"^v-il,  the  grave,  or  damnation,  I  say  I  have  no 

**^^^«'e.ft;ar  of  these  things  than  I  have  of  a  grass- 

^I^pcr.     How  wonderful,  how  full,  how  satis- 

^Citory  is  the  work  of  God  on  the  souls  of  men- 

^^  son,   go  on,  press  forward  through  every 

^^*ftculty,  thou  art  seeking  of  all  that  is  worth 

ing  in  this  world  and  in  the  next.     He  tliat 


fills  heaven  and  fart-h  is  Christ  Jesus,  the  poor 
sen'iible  rebel's  unchangeable  sad  everla«ting*i 
friend.  All  that  Satan  aims  at  is,  to  emanglfl 
by  his  baits,  and  to  bring  us  into  the  same  ffiatei 
of  eternal  desperation  with  himself;  but  this  it' 
seeking  whoin  he  may  devour,  not  whom  h«* 
will,  perfect  love  in  God's  own  tiffve  shall' 
cast  out  fear,  and  free  grace  m  ill  equip  thee  and' 
arm  thee  for  the  liglit,  and  trutli  shall  be  thjr' 
shield  and  buckler.  ii 

Young  believers  have  many  wanton  passiou' 
toctipe  with,  nor  are  the  old  ones  free  in  every 
»pnse;  but  reading,  meditation,  constant  prayer^ 
diligence,  in  business,  and  habitual  industry* 
are  good  .lOtidotes  against  these  snares  of  the 
^H^i('  lill9ii«ss.  ift  »  gf eat^  frieitd  ^^ai»m^  mti 
^^txhiilfittaxpxayfsaid  sois'aQglmtidgr'yrtii^ 
€fffe^mtiBll^'>wbe^l!Hre  findfOur  fa«artAtou^ii«0^ 
aad  our  bowel*  moved  with  g«e^  tmapmktimit 
and  gratitude  to  God,  which  ^re^'^'ilM^ 
Sfliiit^  rwoi^  wkbm^  .Whendi«M  itfw«K|iinih 
{iulBes,a*e  ocgleoted  -aiwl-  put  loff^  ihia  pimi; 
fftaX.  joiy-amoDg  the.  devilsi;.l>at^th»'jo)^{i1^ 
thece.li}<poci'itei-iB  but  for  anKvM&tV'A^Mbt 
soobas  pardoning  love  op«r»le8  tipoA'd^,  iMl 
Q94.l9xoi)n«eiuDce  is  liCt^'up;  theH  tfatel^fiNA 
putpatheirsaekctoth^jigftin,  and^  rbtHMt^tM 
walls  of  Zioa  givaoiBg  likea  dog,  andghilljl 
our  bappraessj  being  never  satisfieti  iml«ttC^^Ql% 
«W sqd'i»ur^l'^  ,"■■    ■'  '  -:        .,.;..:  <i  i . ;  v^}iA   • 
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- :  ^^'My 'Mt)/*.  8ay«  God,  '^be  wise,  and'  make 
my  hearfc  -gladi.  even  mine,  that  I  may  know 
hwvf  iio  answer  them  that  reproach  me,"  Prov. 
XKviL  11.  .  The  devils  hate  Christ  with  eternsd 
ImtPt^f  because  '■  )xe  cast  thcixx  put  of  heaven, 
aid  k^aujBe.he  refused  their  nature :  "  Verily 
l^itook  not  on  hini.  the  nature  of  angels,  but 

tW.Ked  of  Abr^^t^^^'"  They  liate  him  because 
h^.braisfid.tlie. 'Serpent's  head,  and  conquered 
fin  and  death,  Satan^s  only  pillars,  and  the  sup- 
ports of  his  kingdom.  Thty  hate  him  for  de- 
sVl>yiQg  hb  works,  and  taking  the  lawful  cap^ 
t\Yir9  from  the  strong  man  armed,  and  for  giving 
uj  power  oyer  serpents,  scorpions,  and  over  all 
tVie  pciWer  of  the  enemy.  He  fell  like  lightning 
from  heaven  when  the  apostles  returned,  saying, 
'*  Master,  the  devils. are. subject  to  us  through 
thy  name."  And  what  will  he  do  when  we 
come  to  judge  him  ?  "  Know  you  not  that  we 
shall  judge  angeU  ?" 

These  are  the  "Causes  pf  the  devil's  hatred  to 
ChVist;  hence  he  tempts  some  to  deny  his 
Godhead,  others  to  deny  his  finished  work^ 
Others  to  hate  him,  stumble  and  take  offence  at 
him,  others  to'entertkin  hard  tlnnights  of  this 
bjiesse^  Lamb  of  God,  ind  ail  to  disbelieve  him, 
t0  doubt,  to  distrust,  and  to  stagger  at  his  pro- 
taise  thrtmgh  unbelief,  and  to  hate  this  holy, 
precious,  glbriotis,  andever*adored  name^  who 
n  King  of  Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords.    Afy  ^oul 


*»^    

'ims  glad,  aqil  B^jt-gly^?  rejoiced  to  hear  of-the 
little  revivd  ai^ttfs^  work  upon  thee;  they ' 
ar«.  earaest  dropOiirftirfitastes,  pledges,  tokCQS 
for  good,  aadlMRTcnlyr  smiles,  while  the  bless* 
bd  face  is  bid  Jiflhind  the  cloud,  for  some  future 
iime  when  'ir9  sbi^Ui  «ee  him  as  he  is;  and  b< 
for  CTer  with  has.  Give  my  duty,  my  servic^ 
my  best  reapect»l^''ii4ther  and  mother,  wha.>|.,f 

love  in  the  Iflcrf;  ,rMpr  "love  to- ,  and   y  m^ 

Grace,  merc/viuiiliii^fl^  be  with  you  all,  is  tbt 
prayer' and  4c*i^  4( .' '   '      ' 
'■■  •>';:Bear*in,  ■■  ■ 
^'"'         Tliijie''l|fts<^tiotlateIy  in  Christ  Jesus,'  ' 
■"■'   '     ,".     .    '"  '  W.  H.  S'.S. 


■nV'U 


L'ErtTER  xvir. 


I  !*  oil 


r  J^  deir  Friend,  ■ 

^  _  ^  G^CB  and  peacp  be  witll  thee  througt 
^)jr  Lord  and  Saviour  .Jesu^  Christ,  I  haViC 
beenj^pt  in  a  very  ni^ek  a^d'|ov,  devout  and 
jtraying  frame,  ever  since  t  lefi  13.  and  many 
times  io  a  day,  and  with  mswy  tears,  have  I 
iutreated  the  unchangeable  loVer  of  poor  sin* 
tiers  in  behalf  jc^  iny  poor  deuf.  friends  at  th^ 
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Bower  ;''l^at  he  iintmid  be  pleased  to  restore  tfty 
Mttfpaiiiton  and  mother  to  health,  and  that  he 
ifhaid  keep*  ^1  yoiir  souls' alive/ lest  the  want 
0P  'itieati^y  Mtention  to  the  building,  and  other 
,  ebnfitiement,  a  busy  devil,  and  an  evil 
of  unbelief,  bring  oh  a  cold,  dead,  and 
tthgntieRil  frame  of  soul,  which  often  termi- 
natfes  in  legal  bondage,  doubtfulness,  and  lin- 
^isrifig  suspense;    in  which  wretched   frame 
erie  is  no  cross  to  humble  us,  no' rod  to  restore 
no  piercing  trouble  to  drive  us,  no  lot'c  to 
Xlure  us,  nor  gratitude  to  constrain  us,  but  a 
loi^gr  lingering,  p^vish  fretful ness,  and  a  fear 
desperate  sorrow  to  come.    This  is  the  worst 
jr^me  that  I  ever  knew. 

Let  no  business,  no  sleepy  devil,  no  sleep, 
slumber,  no  folding  of  the  hands  to  sleep, 
ake  thee  neglect  constant  prayer  to  God.     If 
tan  can  stuiV  your  head  but  once  with  the 
rry  and  confusion  of  business,  so  as  to  render 
y  On  unfit,  incapable,  and  of  course  remiss  in 
'^His,  he  will  prepare  thee  a  double  dose  of  opium 
^Pr  the  next  morning.     All  the  devils  labour 
^pd  toil  is,  to  stop  up  the  intercourse  between 
Qod  and  us,  and  to  interrupt  and  cut  off  all 
communion  and  fellowship  with  him.    Remem- 
ber, the  obscure  saying  of  a  wise  penman  of 
holy  writ,    **  The  conies  are  a  fceb*e  folk ;" 
saints  are  meant,  "  yet  make  they  their  houses 
in  the  rock,"  Prov.  xxx.  26.     But  if  the  hole 


into  tbe  todd^ltii  stoppecl,  tf^n  the  i*biit;^ 
runs  ^m  the  ddff.  Experience  will  teach  you 
lioir  to  apply  It,'  Aud  now  my  dear  9ouI$,  the 
good  God  kMil  you  from  drawing  back,  and 
let  my  soul  hai^^joy  of  you,  as  you  lay  so  near 
to  ray  heart    God  bless  you  aii. 

W.  H.  S.  S- 


tETTER  XVIIL 

■  touts  1. 

Dear  Siater  in  the  Lord  Jeeui, 

.  ■:'     X 

'  For  such  you  are  in  my  futb,  and  supfi 
you 'shall  confess*  you  are  in  your  own  faiui 
before  many  months  roll  over  your  head.'"T 
have  no  doubt  but  I  shall  travail  in  birth.:jrair 
thee,  till  Christ  be  formed  in  thee,  and  ^^icQ 
thou  gett^t  out  diou  wilt  often  tnvail  'tot 
others,  and  then  thou  wilt  know  what  1  mean. 
God  makes  his  servants'  eyes  to  the  blintL  anf 
ffaet  to  the  lame,  Job,  xxix.  \5 ;'  and  wdui^my-. 
dear  sister  know  what  that  means?  WHy  to 
be  eyes  to  the  blind,  is  to  be  enlightened  to  see 
the  good  work  begun  on  others,  wheii  they  aro 
so  blind  that  they  cannot  see  it  themsefvai 
and  to  be  feet  to  the  lame,  is  to  carry  thein.m' 
God  in  fklth,  although  they  ftabnot  walkf  nor 
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^o  forth  ip  f^^^  to  God  themselves..  Kead 
l^arli^,  ii.  3— -5;  and  see  how  Christ  regards 
l^^ir  faith.  To  be  feet  to  the  bime,  is  to  b&^ 
^leye  with  one's  heart  that  Christ  will  heal  them, 
i^d  to  spealc  in  all  the  strength  of  continence 
to  them,  as  Paul  did :  ^'  Being  confident  of  this 
yery  thing,  that  he  which  hath  begun  a  good 
Woi-k  in  you  will  perform  it:"  ami  thib  r  iih 
God  gives  us  for  many  persons,  and  teils  ub  to 
use  iL  Hear  the  authority  from  God  himself, 
**  Strengthen  ye  the  weak  hands,  and  confirm 
the  feeble  kmees;  say  to  them  that  are  of  a 
fearful  heart.  Be  strong,  fear  not;  behold  your 
God  will  come  with  vengeance,  even  God  with 
a  recompense,  he  will  come  and  save  you. 
Then  the  eyes  of  the  blind  shall  be  opened,  and 
the  ears  of  the  deaf  shall  be  unstopped ;  then 
shall  the  lame  man  leap  as  an  hart,"  &c.  Isa. 
XXXV.  3-— 6. 

Thus  we  are  to  be  eyes  to  the  blind  and  feet 
to  the  lame,  till  God  opens  their  blind  eyes, 
and  makes  the  lame  not  only  to  walk  but  leap, 
stnd  leap  as  a  deer.  And  let  my  poor  sister  read 
thbise  words  in  Isaiah,  and  consider  them,  '*  Say 
to  them  that  are  of  a  fearful  heart.  Be  strong, 
feiEu*not,  behold  your  God  will  come."  We  are 
to  call  God  their  God,  when  they  are  afraid  to 
say  so  themselves,  yea,  dare  not.  God  says  he 
will  come  to  such  with  vengeance,  that  is,  he 
will  take  vengeance  of  their  inventions,  that 


h,  bf  their  sins,  &nd  of  satan  tlietr  accoserj  ' 
and  God  ^vi^  come  with  a  recompence,  comb  , 
And  save  them,  that  is,  his  grace  iihall  more' 
than  recoiupence  tliem  for  all  their  sufferings,'' 
for  it  shall  terminate  in  the  salvation  of  their,  ' 
•oula.  '     j 

Hiis  commission,  authority,  ahd  eoxntsmmf^ 
God  gives  to  his  poor  servants,  and  I  lielieti; 
he  has  given  it  to  me  who  am  the  least,  because 
he  has  often  fulfilled  it  which  is  hi*  seal  set  to 
it.  Ftirthermore,  God  not  only  gives  us  failli 
to  believe  for  these  poor  souls  in  spiritual  la- 
bour of  bis  future  deliverance,  but  a  firm  hope 
to  expect  it,  and  I  have  this  hope  for  you  even 
now  in  my  heart,  as  it  is  written:  "'AaA'HWfi 
hope  of  you  is  stedfast^  knoviOje  that  u'^ldtf 
toe  partakers  of  th«  sufferings,,  so  stialiyoaW 
also  of  the  censolationsj"  8  Cor.  i.  7-  ''l^liS 
notice,  these  persons  had  not  received  conTfitn 
as  yet,  they  were  only  iasuAerings,  and  j^^ji' 
hope  was  atedfa5t  th^t  they  woiiliT  fece'iveijl^ 
comforter,  after  they  had  open  exercise^i^wrtb 
the  suffisriogs:  and  if  you  read  thai  chwff' 
cvefMlly  through,  you  w^ll  find  that  tff^y  iUV 
C(4kd  the  sufferings  pf  Clmst/S  Cor"  i.'it.  '-'^ 

Now  as  all  mep  are;  borii  to  trouble  aHa'Mp 
fcriag,  .*adi.4t>^>gvwh  the  sufferipgs  or  O^W 
from  other9>  observe,  that  sj.ckness,  pains,^  p^ 
verty,  wants,  fears  of  death,  a  guilty  om^ 
science,.  &c.  under  these  the  whole  "criati^ 


6S 

Hpanp.  ^  You  read  of  the  tears  of  the  op- 
presied,,  who  had  no  comforter,  and  of  the 
power  of  the  oppressors,  and  they  had  no  com- 
fcrtcr,  £ccles,  iv.  l.  Now  the  sufferings  of 
ynriBt  were  for  sin,  he  suffered  the  just  for  the 
uojust.  His  sufferings  were  the  burthen  of  our 
•ffVithe,  wrath  of  God,  the  curse  of  the  law. 
tnc  temptations  of  satan,  &c. ;  "  It  pleased  the 
Ebrd  to, bruise  hun  :"  he  was  chastened  for  our 
I^^  he  was  striped  for  our  healing,  he  was 
woppded  for  our  transgressions,  and  hated  of 
%  world  for  loving  the  truth.  So  we  must 
i^l.our  sins  a  burthen,  in  a  little  wrath  God 
l{flites  US|  the  commandment  comes  and  curseS 
%,  apd  tempted  all  the  children  of  God  are  i 
uid  he  calls  all  those  that  are  heavy  Uden  to 
Ijjipi  he  sets  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruised^  he 
^ais  the  broken  in  hearty  and  binds  up  their 
WQuuds.  God  chastens  whom  he  loves^  and 
Xiffits  our  iniquities  with  stripes. 
^Jhus  my  dear  sister  sees,  that  every  tngredi« 
Ct|  in.  C\irisfs  b%tter  cup  is  held  forth  in  a 
Vp^ll  degree  to  all  his  children ;  and  therefore 
^y  are  called  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  because 
H^Si^ered  the  same,  and  because  they  come 
^^  (hose  that  belong  to  Christy  and  to  no 
9^er:. hence  Paul  speaks  of  having  fellowship 
vjui  him  in  his  sufferings.  The  rod  of  God  is 
^t  upon  the  wicked,  they  are  not  in  trouble, 
nor  plagued  as  God's  people  are ;  their  strength 


ia'ffnii^tVKy  fiaffife*no  changes  in  life,  nor  band^^ 
iii  tlitfir  death ;  ^d  how  should  thoiie  feel  blndtf ' 
>rUb  ne^^r^^  Christ's  frecdois,  hoi"  eht&t^' j 

cHpf  '■"■  -       '"M«I'J 

■  "There  is  tftltKBig  in  my  dear  sistfer's  IcHrtV*  | 
bttt  tihat  Gbditoiwers  in  his  word.  Y'ou  telf 
ine"  you  arc  "iwMiing  hut  miserj%  confusion, 
darkness,  afiid' bondage;  the  miserable  &\tt\V 
drjiikand  VeiA^ber  their  misery  no  more,  'fol-' 
cOtifiisioti'  they'sball  rejoice  in  their  porttOti^ 
Christ  cainfc  hlt6  the  world  for  judgment,  that 
those  that  see  not  might  see,  and  to  open  the 
prison  to  theM  that  are  bound.  But  you  add, 
y.ou  are  rebellious  and  murmuring ;  he  receiud 
gifts  for  thf!  rebellious^  and  th^m  that  murmur 
shall  learn  doctrine.  Never  fret  tb  fhihlE  yoa 
have  told  any  what  you  feel,  for  God  orden  us 
to  confess  our~£ailts  one  to  another,  and  to 
pray  for  each  other  that  we  may  be-  healed. 
Jam.  V.  IS;  thU  Aften  eases  tho  burden,  and 
satan  knows  it:' besides,  there  is  no  hiding 
soul-trouble  from'^ispMtUal  pfcrsons,  they  knov 
more  of  your  heart  than  you  do.  ■  ■;  ,r ,..(( 

Think  it  not  strange  concemingevil  thought*; 
r-had*  rybellfoui'orttS,  trlMphenKHis;  *4!nld  tU 
matinerbf  W^wcupisi-eritre,  As  Pairl  saydl  IM^^ 
iA'thff  Uw'  tllal  ft'orketh  imch,  flr^id(8/.tfnOHr 
^ttt'ai«)^'j^  i^ts&Tan  thatstWi  np  Atld'laliigfelfb 
thol»  irilft'thiiftgs:' which  «e  -Ae^er'  f^t  Wefii^ 
On  this  accdunt  is  A<e  Called  an  unclean  and-a 


l^"-     »fary,  bepf      ".^"^'^'•e  mu«  ripen 
"f.oiva  urtli         ,s°od  cheer  !•*  r>    .     "®9 

^V...  ^^^  ^-^  accept  the; 

^•H.    S.S, 


P'S  T.  ^H'  s  s 

O'e  daj/y.  ouid  for  some  tin,e  -  I 

'-.'  ^^^^  I    — 


.  i./: 


(k  Beloved  «  ,1,,  r 
;,,    ■    .         "  «  toe  Lord, 


•  •   .. 


I 


y-i«/ie  ?  r^'"*^  ^o  itd  :i  '^*^* 

^JZ  *.'*^"^'  ^i»ich  rh      '^^'^  ^t  not 

?-^'^o.hahet:trcr^-i 

£  ;j:        ^  ^'^^'^  after. 


A'^6itn^  man  who  attends  me,<'rfn(i-<#lkafl4 
b^rti  long  in  great  distress,  almost  ia  bla^l 
ilespair,  was  brought  forth  the  first  SuniM 
after  my  return  from  B.  And  I  am  sure  iln 
this  will  be  thy  happy  and  blessed  case  whe 
thy  fikmifi'lifbhhi'bben  euivasied'pvttf,tM 
tfaedecditftifirt^iof  thy  heart  viftedfilpv^ttM 
xheA,  abd  'brcmglit  to  light ;  find  Tttlliia£)A 
h^iiri  is  htotUilb/thy  «puii  taf^tUS^^Mi^m 
itH'brbdght  dowtt'tti-sdbhiie'Mtbi  «Ml'4f  OH 
THfs  h  mjrHtm  ccmtdetttx  Di£  thd^iifeqantv 
have  thee  in  my  heart,  and  always  htAthm 
eyeii  ifi  every  prayer  of  mine,  and  much  libot 
in  praying  for  thee,  and  that  with  maDyteui 
nor  shall  alt  thy  unbelief  make  me  a  liar  i 
this. 

T  intreat  thee,  my  dear  sister,  to  lay  paNir 
in  the  Lord's  hand^  and  to  humble  thyself  unde 
it,  that  he  may  exalt  thee  in  due  time,  1  Btt 
5.  6;  forget  not  his  own.  promise,  that  hewj' 
look  to  and  dwell  with,  them'  that  are  o&ir 
humble  and  contrite  hedrt,'and  with  them  dttl 
tremble  at  his  word.  Depend  upon  it  Uut,lN 
deeper  thou  gocst  in  distress,  the  tH-ightectVil'' 
tfatfu  shifie  wheA  (iod  bring»  thee  np,*.  toe 
ttflds '  th^e  forth ;  a*d  the  longer  thytroiihle 
IttC,  the  greater  and  more  lasting-wrll  tfajr^f! 
lie  f'-as  OuVufiltctioDs  abound, 'HyshaH  OMttft- 
'  kbliUoni  atK^d,  and  those  ttliat'  MfiMjvid: 
Chri»t  shall  also  reign  with  him.     Remembei 
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that  there  is  no  temptation  that  hath.  ta-. 

ihee  but  Vhat  is  common  to  man,   ^uA 

C^odsays,  he  will  not  suifer  thee  to  he  tempted. 

dbNore  what  he  will,  enable  thee  .to  bear,  but 

*wJll  with  the  temptation,  make  a  way  for  thine 

escape;  and^  ''  BlesseJ  is  the  man  that  endu- 

reth  temptation ;  for  when  he  is  trie^l,  he  shall 

receive  the  crown  of  life ;"  J;^mes,  i.  J2. 

Greater  is  he  that  is  in  thee  than  the  god 

-of  this  world,  ibr  I  know  that  tl\c  3piritof  Go^ 

now  dwells  iu  thee^;  he  is  conyi^cing  and  con- 

^victiiig  thee,  .reproving  and  instructing  thee, 

and  does  daily  support  thee,  or  thou  couldest 

iu>t  stand  one  hour.    He  will  teach  thee  to  kiss 

[       die  rod,  to  choose  aiiliction  before  carnal  ease, 

[     -to  despise  this  world,  and  to  loathe  thyself;  and 

I      to  feed  upon  the  lashes  of  conscience,   shame, 

and  confusion,  and  even  upon  t^te  hitter  rebukes 

^f  the  Almighty,   rather  than  be  given  up  to 

bliuduess  of  mind,  deadness  of  soul,  and  a  fake 

• 

Platte.  "  To  the  hungry  soul  ev^ry  bitter  thin^  is 

<«iectj  but  the  fuU  soul  loatheth  the  bonejxouib," 

j^ov;  xxvri.  7i"  God  hath  chosen  us  in  tlie 

fahicite  of  -affliction.  '  The  fiery  law,  the  fiery 

Aifteof  satan,  the  fire  of  God's  anger,  and  the 

*'  Are  of  mi,  ^as^Janves  calls  it,  stir  up  and  disco* 

' 'Wif'the  cvi4'and -deeeitfulness  of  our  hearts; 

'  '^Wth  by  naJfcure  we  are  ignopant  of, .  and  fiom 

-'wl'iHir dross  and- tin  he  says  he.wiU  purge  us< 

''^'Onething  i  mufi^t  inform  tliee  of,  and  that 


i  -I 
•i' 


is,  that  k  was  much  upon  my  mtnd  whctfid 
that  thy  contlict  would  be  sharp,  anil  tha" 
labour  and  travail  of  thy  aoul  wtmlH  be  ^ 
^d  I  loltl  thy  sister  so,  and  yoii  may 
pect  it,  for  thou  art  not  got  to  the  bottetti 
the  horlihle  pit  by  a  great  deal.  Pray  seritf 
aline,  and  let  me  know  how  thou  gbesg 
My  kind  love  to  father'  and  m6the'r,  sistm 

brother,  "''    "    '  '*  '3 

■while  I  remain,  ■  -  ■         ifl 

Ever  thine  in  Christ  \,\ 

with  love  and  affection,  i-^ 

\Vi  H.  «tt 


9" 

^noi' 


r'-JTii'  ' 


TO  THE  SAHC' ■•F«-i 

Van  -.r'l  ';>  -^^  v.j'-»nt   u^-^t-^  <IV'n-f>  f*)*^  HI 

v,pr.H^«y.,..., ,, ,  ..,  L.  , „,!„. 

,  ,,  1  TMAKK  you  kindly  for  the  bed,  and  sh 
4<;ki»owledge  it  with  a  suitable  return;  1  sl< 
in  it  last  night  for  the  6rst  time,  and  hcgfj 
of  my  God  to  remember  the  manufaclurp 
■who  have,  like  a  certain  Mary  of  old  t^i^i*, 
whom  Paul  speaks,  bestowed  much  lahoiiir 
us.  And  now  after  all  this  kindness  what  is^ 
be  done  for  thee  f  shall  I  not,  in  ieturi^:sci 
rest  for  thee,  my  daughter?  Yes,  1  will;  I.,^( 
upon  your  bed,^^^n(d_  naw  iet_  me  point  tWil 
rest  for  thee.  k.<^ 
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.TZioii|v/say>  God,  is  my  people,  her.e.xyUl  I 

4yreU»  this  is  my  rest  forever^  1  have  desired 

it^=:    But:  what  is  there  in  poor  Zion,  that  cau 

•afford  a  rest  of  delight  to  God?  Nothing.     He 

rested  after  he  had  made  the  world,  rested  well 

l^leaMd  with  what  he  had  done  for  all   was 

good.     He  smelt  a  savour  of  rest  in  Noah's 

Mcrifice,  after  he  had  in  anger  destroyed  tl^ 

World ;  but  in   the   sacrifice   of  Christ,   higlx 

Justice  rests  appaid,  and  all  wrath  appeased, 

aud  a  sweet  way  is  opened  for  loving  kindness 

and  lender  mercy  to  flow  out  to  poor  sensible 

sinners.     God  rested  well  pleased  on  the  se- 

^'enth  day  at  the  finishing  of  the  old  creation, 

^t  he  rests  better  pleased  in  the  new  creation; 

"  We  are  created  anew  in  Christ  Jesus,"  and 

ii^ade  new  creatures:  "If  any  man  be  in  Christ 

he  is  a  new  creature/' 

But  then  which  part  of  the  work  of  the  new 

Creation  does  God  say  he  will  rest  in?  Is  it  in 

the   application  of  his  broken  law?   No,  that 

^^rlcs  wrath,  and  makes  us  appear  exceeding 

•^nftiL     Is  it  in  the  dlsfllays'  of  his  vindictive 

"(i*stice?  No,  that  makes  us  tremble,,  sp  that  a 

V^rible  dread  overwhelms  us.»i  Is  it  in  the 

*5tonisliing  views  of- terrible' majesty?  Oh  no, 

that  sends  the  pool'  vessel  of  wrath  to .  the  bot- 

*^*^  of  the  horrible  pit.     Is  it  in  tlic  discoveries 

^*    liis  intrinsic!  holiness?     Alas,   alas,    it  was 

*"^s  that  made  Daniel's  comeliness  turn  into 


t 

i 


jAmei   'Btttwt»Hrc»feWrthenii^y%aHna  Jit 
«iaverid8  of  liin  ilnfim  fti  filhiiir  Tniniijiwiiniili 

I^U  favour,  hit: tpge»rtiQ%.rMdtbi<» jty^ji^hyilll^ 
jfajrtb  <>f  Chrisp  JesmJ^rM  xheiiLMlifGMMir^ 

v««d  that  i$  iiia^Msb   ;  "^  He  that  kw^tlit>di^<i<i 

^  from^  rqp|a<»iahv<''rrMi  1^ 

4he  midst,  of  ^efr.kniAghty;  iw^wf|l^<MN^4b 

ipill^rejoice  9v«r jt)ide ^wi4L|9f :  rlva ViUHMMlU 

.JbU  )pv%v  ii^  will joy.^ciF4i))QWtth:svii^^ 

: :  This,  my  daughter^  is  God^  ceafi^tbisias'illtte 

i£uishiixg  atcokf  x>f  the.  aev  croatiotiv-  chmlgr 

v^dffieth^  or  niaes.the  edific^.  it  huilds  iMf  *tt|» 

j^Qod;  and  whea  the  Lrord 'buiida 'Up  jEtei, 

thf  a  he  i^peara  ia  hi^^lorf,  Pgalv  cti^  I&  lAiid 

this  work,  completed  in  heaves  ia  thus  dweri'» 

'  bed  'rr^  ^e  Kath  chosen  us  in  him^  tfaab9vp;^ciii|d 

he  iholy,  aad  wiliaout^blame  befar&hioi'.fiin 

4ove,"  Ephes.  irf4^.,r  This  is  the/est,  liut'IfiM^l 

watered  not  into  it;  aiid:>as4;here  ia  afinfmlfte 

4eft  us  of  idbteriiigaato'  ft;  .«ee  that  tbeii  4m$k 

not  short  of  it    If  y  ou  jaskho  w  •  we;af e  ta  etUgt 

in,  Ae  anawer  ia  rwdy^   *^  We  that  belicKlft  ^ 

<«i4;er^  into  st^**    Faith^ia  Christ  JeMW-ttinte 

^oa*  into-thf:  love  of  God,  as  John  aays,-  Vi  Hfe 

:ib%ve>btiieved  th&  lova  that  God  bath  to  ix^iT^i 
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;i FHaing > Jointed  out  GodVirst,  let wetell 
,  /that  where  God  rests,  there  thou  must 
t,  and  thou  shalt  never  find  rest  short  of  thi^ 
aiid  idicre  are  but  few  that  find  it    Doubts 
frar^  horrors  and  terrors,   misgivings  atid  de* 
jctctionSy  will  at  times  interrupt  and  disquiet 
tfaee,  until  the  love  of  God  is  shed  abroad  in 
thy  heirt  by  the  Holy  Ghost.    Then  faith  rest* 
m  the  eternal  love  of  God,  and  in  the  dying 
teve  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  Paul  says;   "  Hopte 
maketh  not  ashamed,  because  the  love  of  God 
a  shed  abroad    in  our   hearts/'  Rom.    v.  5. 
Christ,  says  he,  loved  me,  and  gave  himself  for 
w^e;  and  who  shall  separate  ns  from  the 'Id  ve  of 
Christ?  neither  life,  nor  death;  nor  thitigs  pre- 
^^t,  nor  things  to  come,  shall  ever  be  able'  to 
Kparate  us  from  the  love  of  God  that  ift  In 
Christ  Jesus,'  Rom.  viii.  38,  39.     *<  This  is  the 
J^t,  and  this  is  the  refreshing,  where  ye  may 
C4tise  the  wtary  to  reist."    Here  we  rest  from 
^^T'  rebellious  wAr  against  God ;  here  we  rest 
frofn'our  legal,  fruitless  Irfbour,  unrterayokeof 
l^^vdagtJ ;   here  \ve  rest  from  our  but  dens  of  sin 
*nclshame,  'guift  and  fear';  hert  wc  rest  satis- 
t^fl  with  the  goodness'  of  our  stkte,  we'  rest 
^*^  and  ^^e  rest  contented. 

This,  my  dear  girl,  is  the  bed  mentioned  in 

^^^  ^ong:,  4.  16  i  "  Our  bed  is  green."   A  grefen 

^d  is  a  fruitful  one,  a  ilrv  bed  is  a  barren  one. 

Evfry  bne  that  believe*  in  the  1o\ib  of  God  is 


labours  lurd.  From  first  to  last,  yea,  iHt( 
every  strait,  difficulty,  fiirnace,  or  citnAi 
"  We  are  saved  by  hope;"  and  hope  forbids  d 
pair,  counteracts  despondency,  fortifies  agaii 
dejection,  and  expostulates  witlj  disniay :  "  Wl 
art  thou  cast  down  O  my  soul?  hope  thou 
God."  God's  furnace  and  God's  fire  is  in  Zio 
tills  when  we  are  put  into  it  disco%'rrs  the  dro 
the  scum  boils  up,  and  desperate  grief  and  st 
row  make  it  run  over ;  and  tliis  we  often  fci 
and  of^en  fear,  buC  there  is  no  desperate 
remediless  grief  where  there  is  hope.  Got 
furnace  is  in  Zlon,  and  so  also  is  the  founta 
opened  that  cleanses  from  all  sin. 

My  old  man  of  late  has  been  not  a  litl 
roused,  ctiuipped,  armed,  and  cnflamed  wi 
rage,  fit  for  any  desperate  attempt,  the  gre 
transgression  not  excepted;  hut  a  gentle  pt 
suasion  in  faith,  that  all  things  work  for  goc 
dfithrbncd  him,  disarmed  him,  and  routed  hir 
and  after  this  a  recollection  of  innumerable  1 
vours  past,  undeserved,  unexpected,  and  « 
implpred,  dissolved  me,  debased  me,  and  huii 
bled  me;  while  ^cep  contrition,  and  pleasin 
tneekness,  gave  double  vent;  they  enlarged  tn 
J*eart,  stirred  the  bowels,  and  filled  tbe  molit 
with  jnatter  for  a  tliaiik-ofTering.  Such  bui 
tliensQme,  matter  conceived,  nmst  have  vet 
and  sweet  it  is  to  pour  it  out,  but  shockiii 
l^en  it'boiu  oyer-    'V  My  feet,'*  said  to 
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^.were  almost  gone,  my  steps  had  well  nigh 
9lH>p€d;''  but  God  keepeth  the  feet  of  his  saints, 
<lirheii  the  wicked  are  silent  in  darkness,  1 
Sam.  ii.  9. 

In  every  grace  of  the  most  holy  and  blessed 
Spirit,  yea,  in  every  grace  that  he  plants  in  the 
heart,  there  is  life.  In  repentance,  in  faith,  in 
hope,  in  love,  and  in  meekness,  there  is  life. 
G  race,  yea,  every  grace,  shall  reign  to  eternal 
life  ;  but  what  wisdom,  what  power,  and  what 
unremitted  communications  from  God  are  re- 
fiuired  to  keep  this  life  in  existence. 

1  assure  you  that  of  all  the  voracious  oreatures 
that  ever  my  eyes  beheld,  and  of  all  the  for- 
midable monsters  that  I  have  ever  heard  of,  whe- 
ther in  the  sea  or  on  the  land,  and  of  all  that 
I  have  ever  conceived  or  imagined  of  fallen 
^gclSy  or  devils,  in  all  their  rebellion,  desp6- 
^ion,  and  endless  woe ;  put  all  these  together, 
ttd  draw  them  in  the  blackest  colours  that  ima- 
ff nation  can  paint,  and  then  exhibit  them  in 
aU    their  sin  and  fear,  filth  and  shame ;  and  as 
..^^  Lord  livethj  all  of  them  in  the  worst  light 
W^t  tiature  can  imagine,  they  never  appeared 
*ftlf  so  bad,  nor  was  1  ever  half  so  terrified  at 
tb*  n^ost  terrible  thoughts  of  all  these,  as  I  was 
1^.  the  sight  of  myself,  when  God  sliined  into 
py  heart,   discovered  my  inbred  corruptions, 
JkT^d  set  all  my  secret  sins  in  the  light  of  his 
^^ntenance.     Q  what  grace   to  purge  such 


filtli,  and  what  continuBl  supplies  of,  it  to.9^|i^, 
due  such  an  army  of  deceitful,  and  rebeJII^i^-', 
corruptions;  for  they  are  still. in  being, i ^ff^ 
still  living.  •■I'.lUfT' 

Yotti's  very  affectionately,. ,  •,.!  ^... 
,  ,,      .  W.H.S.St.,^, 

LETTER    XXH.  -«hv. 

.  ■■  ..  •i'jjj 

TO  THE  SAME. 

.        .      /  QrickleifoMittjfi 

I  WAS  very,  glad  to  hear  from  mj  iit^f^:, 
frieQcI.     Your  letter  did  me  good,  it  arrived  on 
Monday  last,  and  I  was  thankful  to  my  God'fttc 
the  sight  of  it,  as  I  had  been  long  concerned  .to 
know  if  your  distress,  bondage,  darkness,  ami. 
desertion  continued, ,  I  could  not  help  weeping, 
at  thie  good  tidings  of  .your  enlargemeat,  4iacU 
n^^ness  to  God  in  prayer,  for  I  thought  it  wv^j 
nvt  QiUy  a  jubilee  to  my  poor  coinpanioiu  bmi;||j 
con firmatioa  of  my  former  couns.el  and  adviCM) 
to  you,  to  be  diligent  however  rebuflfed^.^dii^I 
heartened,  or  discouraged.    I  blessed  hjm  wil^.! 
my  whole  heart,  ancl  thanked   him  upoa  Jfigry 
knees  f  >r  his  great  condescension,,  in  aUewiiE^g^^ 
that   he   did  not  despise  the  poor,  imp^riff^.t 
prayers  of  his  servants,  nor  disregard  ihe  afflAM^ 
tions  of  his  handmaid.  .  .  xntj^j 

The  pleasing  account  of  the  poor  old  wpoiln: 
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ranger  melted  me,  and  afforded  me  a  little  fii-e 
for  another  thaak-ofFering ;  and  as  he  is  coming 
to  live  under  your  father,  I  have  a  hope  that  T 
^hall  see  him,  and  acknowledge  him  ;  for  such 
^rc  to  be  for  my  hire  when  they  shall  come  to 
^ippear  before  the  face  of  the  Lord :  so  shall 
ny  righteousness  answer  for  me  in  this  busi- 
less,  that  I  have  sowed  in  righteousness,  and! 
thers  have  reaped  in  mercy.  We  have  no 
ities,  we  have  no  dignity,  we  have  no  power 
demand  either  great  tythes  or  small  tythes; 
but:  blessed  be  God  we  shall  beat  them  in 
sH^ep. 

•X  have  had  several  days  lately  of  much  dry- 
^"^ss,  and  confusion  in   prayer,  no  liberty  in 
^5c  pression,  no  softening  contrition  to  let  out 
t'^^  grief  at  the  foot  of  the  altar,  which  is  no 
^^*^^1  grief;   and  if  a  melting  moment,  it  was 
^vhc!n  in  company,  when  I  had  no  opportunity 
^^      Tent  it  where  it  should   be  carried.     But 
^^o.Tik  God,   I  still  paid  my  visits  at  court,   I 
"^^  not  miss  the  roll-call,  nor  suffer  my  seat  to 
^c    empty  at  the  time  of  the  evening  oblation, 
though  I  had  no  incense  to  offer,  nor  one  live 
^•Ckal  from  the  altar,  nor  any  salt  in  mv  cruse  to 
**a8on  the  sacrifice,  although  it  is  so  strictly 
commanded  that,    "  With  all  thine  offerings 
thou'shalt  of!er  salt:"   Lev.  ii.  13.     And  how 
tasteless  and  unsavory  is  every  offering,  or  re- 
ligious exercise,   unlesJs  we  have  srdt-  in  out- 


Klvtfs,.aiid  arc  at  peace  one  withianet^rj  fit 
salt  is  good,  and  ble»sed  be  God,  with  us  ta\ 
has  not  lost  its  savour,  and  therefore  I  hopc% 
«hall  be  seasoned  with  it,  and  not  be  a  steiKt 
in  the  Dostrils  of  God.  '    '  >■ 

Now  what  shall  I  say  more  to  my  friertd.t 
the  joy  and  the  crown  of  my  rejoictng?  saj 
follow  hard  after  him,  aod  never  fear  nor  frti 
flinch  nor  tire,  faint  uor  forbear,  tiiough  heiw 
and  earth  combine  against  thee;  and  of  thi»6( 
assured,  that  the  longer  and  the  harder' ih 
conftict  is,  the  more  welcome  and  woiKlcnfii 
the  deliverance;  and  this  in  every  brarich'IC 
the  faith,  in  every  experience  of  the  saint,  'ail< 
il»«iisr/;«tage  of  the  pilgrifflfgei  ^  /midi  i/a 
.;,.  \  :  -.■<u  .:.        GodJWe»»4fteieti'  «'  " 

^i!...-..:-.  -  .--i.aiUL  '-.I"  M"  dill-'  !■'  't^'^ii^ 

ifr«J»jUttii«i»iien»iiiig;    rnt,..   >i:i -jiyn,^ 

tlnnk.}ii)D  kindly^foriycxirfntyenv'fbt,  l^^tl!) 
fatKWKisepiy,'  yet  "the  "bonA  'i(hnk^tb^«)ll 
j*«,''l,P»ia.  xfc  H.i  i  Ml  iglad  «Uat'yA»!l(((| 
tamoBOfMMssiwMclv  i»  the  prauiDeMIMI 
i^  of  God  to  all  the  fibmily,  that  by  one  ^ili 
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tb«y  shall  find  access  to  the  Father  by  the  faith  of 

bim*     We  knovr  not  the  blessings,  benefits, 

and  privileges  that  accrue  to  poor  sonls  through 

ilie  mediator,  advocate  and  intercessor,   that 

Aands  in  the  gap,  having  closed  up  the  breach, 

and  filled  the  infinite  distance,  making  us  irigh 

1^  his  precious  blood  that  .were  so  far  off.    This 

iiitance  is  called  by  the  Saviour  a  great  gulf 

find,  an  eternal  chasm,  but  we  have  escaped  it 

iqF  the 'bridge  of  Zion.  ' 

•:1  received  your  letter  with  tears  of  joy,  and 
hiteof  late  found  much  meekness  and  soft- 
Wss^of  spirit,  and  a  heart  to  bless  and  thank 
itiy  Ciod  that  I  have  not  laboured  in  vain,  but 
J>tve  many  in  gospel-fellowship,  whose  names 
^rc  ia  the  Lamb*s  book  of  life,  and  whose  souls 
Win  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  this  number 
•till  increases. 

The  life  of  faitli,  my  dear  little  one,  is  greatly 
^cptup  by  observing  the  providential  dealings 
rfGod  passidg  before  us,  making  all  hills  of 
difficulty  that  appear  insurmountable,  low; 
•^^•Iting,  agreeable  to  his  promise,  every  val- 
Jc)',  even  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death, 
94  turning  it  into  the  morning  with  our  sfouls , 
l^Mng  crooked  things  straight,  that  is,  ma- 
NHgall  those  things  which  appear  quite  against 
Vyvork  for  us,  and  for  Our  good.  The  devil, 
igDonace^  and  unbelief  make  the  crooks,  and 
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God's  mercy  and  wisdom  make  tliem  straiga 
He  makes  rough  places  smooth  ;  obstructions, 
difficulties,  and  afflictions  make  the  path  rough, 
but  his  visits,  and  the  influences  of  forgiving 
lore  sweetening  our  spirits,  and  sanctifying  our 
afflictionSf  makes  them  smooth  by  making  , 
them  bearable.  Many  little  kind  providences 
does  he  turn  up  in  our  favour,  which  faitti 
greedily  catches  at;  many  impediments  does 
he  remove;  many  openings  in  our  favour,  anA 
ways  of  escape  in  trouble,  does  he  work  out 
for  us  in  the  course  of  our  pilgrimage.  These 
things  employ  the  mind,  endear  tbe  Creator  to, 
us,  and  exercise  our  fiiith  by  the  way. 

Moreover,  the  new  man  is  kept  alive  by  va- 
rious ways;  sometimes  it  is  done  by  the  word 
preached,  the  sound  of  Christ's  sweet  voicC^ 
and  salutations  in  the  word,  sounding  with  jbjr 
to  the  ears,  makes  the  new  man  within  leap  for 
joy.  "  Blessed  is  the  people  that  know  the' 
jeyfu!  sound :  they  shall  walk,  O  Lord,  in  the 
light  of  thy  countenance.  In  thy  name  shall 
they  rejoice  all  the  day  :  and  in  thy  righteous- 
ness sliall  they  be  exaled,"  Ps.  Ixxxix,  15,  i&J' 
Again,  the  new  man  is  oft  revived  by  the  *oii^ 
and  Spirit,  by  -wliicli  past  experiences  are 
brought  to  our  minds;  former  dcHveraHciei' 
wbichhave  been  doubted  of,  confirmed;  ClVriit' 
rfresli  exhibited  to  faith  ;  doctiines  aheady  rfet.^ 
ceived  presented  to  view  with  more  evidefic^Y. 

3111  m'.'i*)  nii^-jb  3u(i  llti'c  ,'jil)    Ui,iii  ivitit^m 
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?$omc  things  never  knowD  before^  brought 

JForth:    thuSf   the  scribe  instructed  unto  the 

fctngdom  of  God,  brings  forth  things  out  of  his 

tneasurci  new  and  old.     In  this  way,  tlie. Spirit 

says  Christ*  shall  take  of  the  things  that  ue 

miucy  and  shall  shew  them  unto  you ;  which 

encourages  faith,  excites  g^titude,  and  under 

the  influence  of  the  Spirit  draws  forth  love^ 

joy,  and  praise,  by  which  Christ  is  glorified 

"-^the  Spirit  shall  glorify  me. 

One  thing  more  I  will  observe  to  my  fricn^il 
^bicb  she  will  do  well  to  attend  tx),  and  that 
1^1  the  efiects  of  God's  favour  with  which  xm 
^^  cnf:ompas$ed,  and  tlie  different  pieces  of 
^nnour  with  which  we  are  equipt :  ^^  For  thou^ 
^rdp  wilt  bless  the  righteous^  with  favour  ualt 
^HHi  compass  him,  as  with  a  shieldy"  PsaL  v^ 
'^*  If  we  look  back,  there  is  our  former  fodi 
''C^s  the  burden  of  them,  and  the  severe  chas^. 
^^^ment  that  attended  them ;  ^'  Rcmemberiag 
^iiie  affliction  and  my  misery,  the  wormwood 
^^4  the  gali.  My  soul  hath  them  still  in  re^' 
'^^nibrance,  and  is  hainbled  in  me/' Lam.  iii. 
\9j^.S0«  Undt^r  the  keenest  temptations  to  sin, 
tKcpe  is  a  thousand  tokens  for  good,  and  the  most 
^^btlc  ties  of  gratitude,  from  the  considerations 
^.,a  suffering  Saviour,  and  the  sweet  experi- 
cacics  of  pardoning  love ;  this  will  produce  a 
iil^  and  child-like  fear,  ^^  I  will  plant  my  fear 
D  their  heart,   they  shall  not  depart  from  me/' 
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The  blessing  of  God  is  life,  on  mount  Zion, 
God  cominanded  the  blessing,  even  life  for 
evermore,  Psal.  cxxxiii.  3.  Thil  blessing  Sa- 
tan calls  a  hedge,  "  Hast  thou  not  made  an 
hedge  about  him,  and  blessed  the  work  of  hi5 
hands?"  Job,  i.  10;  and  where  there  is  life, the 
sting  of  sin,  and  rebukes  of  conscience  ptcrcC 
deep.  '*  I  will  hedge  up  her  way  with  thoras 
that  she  shall  not  find  her  paths."  "  Wboso 
breaketh  an  hedge,  a  serpent  shall  bite  Uimi^ 
Eocles.  X.  8  J  the  old  serpent  will  reproach  him, 
and  guilt  is  called  the  sting  of  death.  A  leQ' 
der  heart,  whicli  is  the  effect  of  life;  "Because/ 
'iaysiiGod  -toi  young;^  king  JouaU,,  V-t^)|  ^/^ 
wte  tencki^  aiid  thouihost  rent.tl^  cloAhes^it^ 
ii^epfc before: mAiUtute. eyes  Bhalt  not.a/^^^ 
pvl^^  bnt  thou  shalt  be  gatJ^ered  into  thygntj^ 
Ju^eacsJ'  He  U  one_:of  the  rigUteou?  ls#» 
JrUndeB'to,'  whoiWASiitaken  from  il|be;,^yif,tjtp 
come,  and  Hezekiah.  another.  ,  U^^  mnf^tffffjp 
tb  w^'bot  time  fails ; ; :  hope,  eyer  l;o,  f<)11|0«r,^e« 
Wnfth.iMjn  poor -prayers,  and  conclude  ,  ;,„  w^t 
'''^■'  "■"■'   '■''  "■■Every6ntVi*-Christ, ■  !■' i'-j'i 

.■»Oi    .no'i    .,,^„    ■;,'    ;  ill  ■'  ■.     ■  .-,      ;,  .;i^;ii3i(fl( 

_'^"'' ■■'■■"'""  ■'■■'■    "'     i.'.'i-  'v..     .:.-     M.  ivjJm.)qi|£ 
'*'""■"''"''■■"•*     ■■■    ■'    ■     '  ■■     -'--ii         10    liL-mi^f 
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^^  ;    <       LETTER   XXIV. 

;:  TO  THE  same/ 


I  * 


I  RSCSivED  a  letter  from  my  deaV  friend 
is  t^e  Lorfl,  informing  me  what  I  have  faliy 
Wiefed;  for  from  the  first  account  of  theill- 
M!M,  if  I  am  not  much  disappointed,-  I  felt  in 
nyi^lf  he  would  never  rise  again.  I  h^ard  last 
JJltbrday  night  from  ■  '  ■•  "^  ,  that  tnydtfarelt 
^aH  friends  was  better;  I  replied  immediately 
il&%  hexvould  relapse  agaiu^  It  is  true^  place 
^r  heart  on  what  you  may* in  this  world>  all 
i^^fleetingy  unsubstantial,  disappointing,  dts- 
^saing,  and  delusive ;  nothing  short  of  the 
^  of  God,  and  faith  in  him,  will  ever  stay 
te  mind  or  fix  the  heart  Try  till  doomsday, 
Dd  you  shall  set  to  your  seal  that  God  is  true, 
'"di  ■  tfcat  the  above  IS  true.  ' 

'^ftut  then  I  ask  you  in  the  name  of  God  to 
5U  me,  What  are  we?  heirs  of  wrath,  and 
ui'sed  children,  and  yet  we  are  in  the  light 
^d  life  of  God,  in  hope,  in  faith,  in  expecta- 
'i<>n,  and  in  looking  for  the  great  reward  of 
^i^eritancc,  which  was  what  we  were  born  for, 
appointed  to,  and  intended  to  the  endless  en- 
}^ynient  of.  Therefore  arc  by  God  himself 
•trictly  charged,   "  Not  to  be  sorry  as  them 


that  have  no  hope,  for  them  that  sleep  in  Jau 
will  God  bring  with  him."  It  is  true  ih^,^ 
gpnc,  but  uot  for  good  and  all ;  we  shalJ  se 
them  again,  and  cryoy  tljeir  company  for  cVj 
and  ever.  "  This  is  the  will  of  hijv  that  MB 
me,  that  of  all  that  he  halh  given  nie,  I  slioul 
loMt  not^iflgi  but  slwuld  raise  it  up  at  the  lai 
day." 

.  This  i»  the  unalterable  and  eternal  will,  God 
will  of  purpose,  and  of  promise,  and  must  an 
shall  be  punctually  fuUiiled,  even  to  the  bail 
of  our  head,  all  of  whicii.  aire  numbered,  as 
not  one  of  which  ^laU  ever  perish,  but  1: 
raised  up,  renewed,  refined,  restored,  adorn« 

4ivl  jMof^^^-  ^n^-  «^1>  voutshine  ^te  -Aweiii  a 
Uf;«p^4d«MMt1lvAb1^'glmy,  lightiwditestpar 
^At  t<i  «1L' «tflmityri  ,':'^0  Hhibt  hikthi  tttt  « 

bflu»  lf)thuB.h«u.T  i  Jm:-  .,]  •  .  -)■:'•■  riii£ 
.I'My^i^iSViyouug  fci«Bd,  sty  jcpinpaiiiMiut 
UansiJ,  m0r'«at«»  ia  Ghii9t;iQ4ti^;(tiB  hbkt 

^vst)  >told  youy  ( :ao  .  I  ,n9Wi  tel)  you  i«^iBp.i^itf ni 
j0aihnv«9SiY^nveKDc»ioS,  orrespectiADKJM 
ifiiaoyiloTttiLCl  y«ttT«_wixJmmQrt«il  Bou^ii£<ai| 
EB^u'd.b)  mei'-to  myixtmiatty,  ^i/v  >my<«Aifkt 
sflekfwkbout  couing-,  without.  inboiiiuBsi(nvi)i^ 
hce,  J  .the  J  fulnessy  and>  >  the  iTecoipcilingimuBl» 
i)iiDceo£'theSos  of  God.  Ho  damp»jiiwk&alfc 
no  idtaafipoiatmcDt  tbene\)i  but  aeek^  it-inbl^ 
Aftaht'oatli  iiA.'Crosaican  be.  ex:picted^  aosinai 
shall  evo"  be  reaped  but  corruptions  ;-.p.'i.;  ^wji 
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*  1  'li<^  tn^st  earnestly  long  to  see  my  Jcar 
^end  in  travail ;  do  send  me  word  from  ^day  to 
Ay  hoW  he  does ;  who  knows  but  God  iPXf 
nenhit  mfe  to  see  him  ontie  tnxffe  m  the  flesh, 
vod  bless  thee. 

*  '  Ever  thine  in  Chridt  Jesitt, 

W.  HUNTI«[G1X>N, ' 


•\ 
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!   JiRTTER   XXV.      '          1 

■                                    ■ 

'   TO  Tire  jiAiifi!            '' '     ' 

•                             ■                                               1 

<'i-     Bbloved  of  the  Lord,  and  dearly  beloved 

-^  me,  and  may  a  full  reward  be  •  giveh  •  thee 

^  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  under  whose  wmgis 

faith  leads  us  to  trust.     I  thank  you  for  youtis, 

^  but  am  sorry  to  hear  that remains  so  ill ; 

i  have  this  morning  made  mention  of  him  in 

^  my  poor  petitions.     Lknow  there  is  nothing 

too  hard  for  God,  there  is  nothing  impossible 

^omnipotence;  he -brings  low,  and  he  lifts  up, 

he  wounds  and  his  hands  make  Ivhcle ;  and 

-  happy^  thrice  happy  the  soul,   who  puts-  his 

trust  and  hangs  his  hopes  on  a  covenant  God 

in  Christ  Jesus ;  and  who  by  faith  retreats,  by 

choice  resorts,  and  pays  his  tributes,  pleads  his 

wits,  reveals  his  wants,  and  makes  his  constant 

visits  there. 


and  thankisgikriqgsihi  fiKtbWi  iiojteph,'bmM#.. 
Wtter  tkaiiMfr  bidtsdk  ^^thflienwi.itttli AnAt* 
Tfae'poor  in-iavifl  fmaifiir^  and  the  ihib»ifr«^ 
^at  aeeks  God.  bHecfr  ■we'>an»tl9lifr.)WdvWr 
agreed,  and  'm)usCei»..U>iGfid  by  one  S)lilll 
we  are  tmitild/^ltfd  tifaM^tle  is  from  above;  thit 
cbrd  will  ^ever  be  broken,  nor  the  stake  be 
removed  to  which;^lJbb.  cord  is  ^.^stened,  ibr  it 
binds  the  soul,  the  aflteiii'tetfs  whicb  is  the  throne 
and  seat  of  the  soul,  up  with  the  Lord  Odd 
in  the  bundle  ^^^1^  ■-  oW  j|iifi)^  ^xmd  of  the 
covenant,  which..^v^u|  jjs  pf  life  and  peaod 
The  world,  the  mim,  sf&Vi  tHd  devil  are  agahlst 
!thee;<  these*  three  agree  in  one.^  'Bot^^tfie 
cMighlietti  of  -  2iMd  hath'  despised  >  tkem/  the 
'ijwghter-of  Jerumdem  •  has  shaken  h^  beadiat 
tbem;* 'there.  19  no  enohantment  •  agaiiksi  toy^ 
fiiend|i  no^  divination  againat  the  virgin  e^  lAt 
>m1.  -  She  <  is  enconapassed  *wi th  favour  as  ^ilh 
ai  shield,  >  the  ^breastplate^  of  fai«h|,  of  love^  4is4 
f^f  righteousnessf  <Filial  feaf^  an  araiy'Of  ?ib9ipi 
rors,  wrathi  chaina,  arrows,  spears^  the  gateaUfi 
dciQth,  and  paias  of  heU^behind^  tenderckessiJBi 
the  ooqsciencei  ]neekne8S>  in  -the  miBdj.atfliJNh 
mility  in  the  heart,  beside*  the  noble  Ijics;' -41(6 
divine  restraints^ .  and  spipitual  obltgatioilaiifo 
love, '  to, gratitude,  to  thankfulness^  and  to  ^e 
most  grateful  returns,  \vhich  are  stronger  <thM 
a  ithpusatid  warnings,  and  cautions,  backed  ^tis 
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tkoniioht- alarming  fears,  or  terrific  apprehen* 
•ioQls  of  endless  mUery:  these  I  often  feel 
n^kea  ;trials  press  me  the  closest,  and  satan  lays 
the  [hardest  at  me.  Tender  my  kind  respects 
tnd  best  wishes  to  — ,  and  accept  the  same 


frona- 


Your!s  to  serve^ 


■  iff.  ,.^?^W 

>     1/  I        .»■:     » 


XXVI. 

TO  THE  SAJJ[E.,  i 

i'BeI<5-ed-in  the  Lord, 

->^  Your  episde  came  to  hand,  and  by  the 
•wrtents  of  it  I  perceive  thou  art  still  alivev 
«>d  will  live  for  evermore,  not  the  furnace,  nor 
^^  path  of  tribulation  will  ever  hurt  the  new 
^Q,  It  will' purge  the  dross  and  tin,  but  not 
*<>ti!5utne  the  gold.  Faith," hope,  and  love,  will 
ficver  be  destroyed  or  loit,  but  will  increase  iti 
strength,  lA  worth,  iil  boldness,  and  in  exer- 

• 

^^e,  as  troubles  come  on,  arid  lay  long.    And 

rfftiith  ciinnot  hold  fast  she  will  wait  till  the 

Sl^tritr  gives  her  more  strength,  atid  her  daHing 

^jeet  rietwins  and  smiles  again. 

'   Faith  ^an  reason,  ^*  If  he  Yneaiit  to  destroy 

^  he  would  not  have  shclired  us  such  things 

^ these;"'  she  can  cry;  Lord  sav^,  or  I  perish; 
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shetan  siglit  "  Because  of  the  deep  sighiifli^ 
Mk  |>oor,  now  will  1  arise,  saiib  tiie  Lofd;  M 
»et  >iiin  in  safety  from  bim  titat  pufFeth  dt  fain 
81ie  can  bei;,  "  He  lifteth  up  tlie  beggat^ 
the  dunghill ;  and  if  the  cloud  be  so  tWck,'  ki 
tlie  heavtns  30  dark  that  she  caunot  venta 
out,  she  wilt  bear  up  and  watch,  wait,  and  e 
piieci.  within.  -  -'■'  ■« 

Two  things  are  sure  to  mOve  her,  bn^rii(4ifcn 
intr  distress  within;- end  live  heat  rtf  tHe''* 
wittiout;  overwhelming  distress,  "Though' 
slay  me,  yet  will  \  trust  iu  him,  bat  I  ft 
maint;ii  niny  own  ways  betore  him.  Heal 
shall  be  my  in^ittion;'  for'Sri  hypo^Hte"  ffil 
BoCcdme^&efoTe  him;"  Job  xiii;  -15,  'flS;'  aniifl 
■innbf nia^  frcAn  vithout,  "  Catte  nty'4>ildMi 
Jet  us ,  go  forth  into  the  £elds|  tet  us  hMl^i 
the  viUi^fM.  iLet'ussee  if  the' vines  flouris 
«nd  wltetb:^  tb<^  pomegranates  bud  forth :  tbe 
vril!  I  give  thee  my  loves,"  Song  vii.  II,  I 
Expect  him  to  appotr  ..atdiflierent  times, 
different  covenant  characters;  he  is  a  prophi 
.and  has  the  t^pguje  yf  tbe  )etr>f  efl,  to  spe^ 
:woTd  in  due  season  to  them  that  are  weary. 

How  many  strengthening  and  supportii 
.words  did  he  speak  to  his  disciples^ 'befoitf^ 
sent  the-'Goraforter;  and  when,  tiie  pooj m 
canae  to 'him  about  his  daughter  at  th&poit^ 
death,':aiid->MrhUe'  the  Lord-  Hnggred,  J«lum 
iTOBiaDj  «ayiaigv   ">-Tliy  dauglitei  isiflead,  vl 


9t 

^V^^lilsU  :iik^n^  tbei  Blaster  any  further?  who 
m^midw  Fear  not,  only  believe,  and  she  shail 
bCjI^MMk  whole,"  As  the  omniscient  sovereign, 
^rWys^  .V.All.the  churches  shall  know  that  I 
Ifarch  the  veins  and  hearts/'  Rev.  ii.  S3;  there 
ii'terrible  majesty  in  this.  But  as  our  advocate 
he  lilenoes  all  our  accusers,  and  keeps  them  at 
timet  still,  but  we  always  want  him  to  appear  as 
Our  spiritual  bridegroom,  for  as  such  there  is 
fteedom,  union,  fellowship,  familiarity,  and 
SKet  comfort  Aye,  but  it  must  not  be  always 
m  done'  in  our  country. 

A  good  hope  is  worth  a  million  worlds,  a  good 
hope  cannot  be  lost,  a  good  hope  is  the  gift  of 
God;  ''  We  are  saved  by  hope:"  and  God's 
nystery  among  the  Gentiles,  is  Christ  in  them 
tbe  hope  of  glory.  .. 

Ever  your^s.  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

W,  HUWTINGTON,  S.  S. 


letteh  XXVII. 

■  I 

r  .,    _  TO  TIIR.  SAME., 

rDftr  Friend, 

"  :*  I  LONG  much  to  know  how  it  is  with  you, 
Ad  bow  all  our  friends  are  at  B.  I  wrote  to 
your  father  yesterday,  wishing  much  to  know 
'Uw  be  and  the  family  are.    With  respect  to 
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ftiynrelf,  I  have  been  very  much  favoured  in  the 
fiittlpAO  »orl)avfe  Ihad  ote^reitlrterfdD  uoitrsince 
tfiy  return;  and  bl6sled^'4i»9*f ver^falliiyettttei^ 
lioiyi  nam^j  he  still  ^ittM|jta  iabviitttfb«|l|p^^ 
mgrthte  vain  worH  aaiHlmlcM|i^p:milUp^^ 
It,  and  sick  of  it ;  <\inth  m^ uaahfctfit to«l|K<fli<. 
cret  reiiremeiit,'*to  hninfli  mlnhijaniil  dnwimiini'i 
•cekiBg  his  most'  blessed*  CM0DcMM7fCQi||rt^ 
nance: -in  'the  face  o£  Jesus  C^stirititoi«k|iiiiR9 
6fr  which  into  the  pobt^MiteVs  hmat^  eqinMttfji* 
meanest  of  allindolgencie^^  ittie  jjiiiiinwnliMliI 
ties  of  heaven.     "  Blessed;are}die|iiimiBiriU[| 
ferthcy  feball  serGod.V/f«'f:ii  *■  w^uifc  yM-fbv/ 
*! '  O,  Betsy,  farint  nbt, '  «bat0raiQt^  XitdU^  hftdl 
l^rts  ai^ear  da^yi  b^leiM^iiviiiBiprdndaHA^' 
^  I.  wiir  make'ftU  frikiy-^gttodtteip  >feiaj'i^^ 
thee/'  this  engages  th«  eye;. Afiindd^irJU friBs 
claim  the  name  of 'tiie  'hatd>  befion  thfce^'/y  ddl 
appears  to  driw  the  Jieart  after  him :  for:  ;fivwl^ 
time   he  appears  gracious,    in  reviving  fiuth^ 
hope,  love,,  or  meekness,  it  is  a  fresh  prodajnaii 
tion  of  this  part  of  the  name  of  the  Lord  God< 
gracious  or  loving*    Every  melting  frame;  lof 
soul,   that  produces  sorrow  after  God,  or  lie  li^ 
abasing  penitence'  for  aiiy<  thiiig  amiss, .  itilil  a 
fresh  application  of  the  name  of  the  Lord;:iiiqRr 
ciful,  or  touched'Writh  afeeling  o&oiui troi^kks^ 
and  <;om passionate  to  relieve  ue  in  thctniiifiivBi^; 
fresh    enlargetnent- proclaims. ikia  rgoadoQUK. 
and  every  new  discovery  iftto  hia>ooveQacit>|ii^, 
claims  his  abundance  in  truth  ;  and  e:i:!eryilii^ 
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JUidoea  away  our  ofFences,  and  gives  us  a  fresh 

jenae  of  pity^  of  peace,  of  pardoning  love,  it 'is 

41 1  fresh  discovery  of  another  branch  of  God's 

4io.venant  name,  forgiving  iniquity,  trunngresr 

tfion,  and-sin,  Exod.  xxxiv.  6^7^ 

^     My  name,  says  God,  is  in  my  angel,  or  nu!s« 

gerof  the  covenant,  "Obey  his  voice;*'  and 

is  wonderful  how  our  dear  Redeemer  did  mar 

ifest  his  name  to  tlie  poor  creatures  who  be^ 

ieved  iQ^him :  Father  I  have  declared  .thy  name 

the.men  which  thou  gavest  me  out  of  tht 

orld,  and  will  declare  it ;   tliat  the  word  that 

'3iou  hast  given  me  may  be  in  them,  and  I  in 

i2iem.     I  will  declare  it  again  and  again,   as  he 

ost  certainly  does  every   day   of  our   lives. 

his  my  dear  friend  is  that  religion  which  mars 

e  works  of  the  devil,  fixes  the  heart,  adorns 

soul,  ennobles  the  mind,  kills  the  world,  and 

drives  the   hypocrite   mad.      This   i-^   Christ's 

Ancient  promise,    "   I  will  declare    thy  name 

\into  my  brethren:  in  the  midst  of  the  church 

will  I  sing  praises  unto  thee/'  Psa.  xxii.  S2 ; 

as  he  did  just  before  he  went  out  to  suffer: 

f' They  sung  an  hymn,  and  went  out,"  JSJaiik 

xivw  26. 

Ob!  the  astonishing  con(lQsce^2>ion ;  he  is 
not  ashamed  to  be  called  our  God,  nor  ashaoicd 
to  call  us  brethren.  Thjs  evangelical  labour 
the  devil  cannot  qndure,,  and  this  1  well  know 
hj  liis  laying  so  hard,  and  venting  hii  rage  so 
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often  against  me  ;  and  be  orten  so  far  prevai 

as  to  throw  all  iDto  confusion  and  duorde 
every  thing  seenia  off  tJie  hooks,  and  out 
joint.  But  when  I  can  get  for  a  whole  d^y  in 
the  cabin,  and  the  good  Lord  is  pleased,! 
meeken  and  soften  my  heart,  I  labour  hard  I 
bring  ail  the  work  into  order  again  ;  aad  wjbe; 
this  is  done,  how  bold  du  I  find  m^'self  in  vi 
work. 

O  niy  dear  friend,  be  diligent,  beware  of. 
cold,  a  dead,  a  sleepy,  a  lifeless  profession ;  ai 
inactive  faith,  a  hopeless  hope,  and  a  carelcj 
care,  is  a  frame  unfit  for  both  worlds. 

Ever  your'fi, 
.mi'.]  T"  ■*'  '•*'''" 


LETTER    XXVIir.  ,,  ^n 

TO  MR.  T. 
Ky  dearly  beloved  and  kind  Friend,  -. 

Having  in  humble  prayer  begged  of  %!i 
my  Saviour  to  be  favourable  and  gracious  K 
you,  and  that  he  would  guide  my  liand  aiK 
pCii  to  send  a  few  lines  to  you ;  I  hope  you  wit 
take  the  comfort  and  encouragement,  whieli 
the  word  of  God  holds  forth  to  poor  scnsil)!' 
nrmer»,  frho  fiel  the  need  of  the  atoniog  Wood 
«f  (3ulst:   "  The  blood  of  Christ  cle»ascthl> 
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from  all  sin."  Moses  the  murderer,  Paul  the 
|>ersecutor  and  blasphemer  of  Christ,  and  the 
taurderer  of  the  children  of  God,  are  living 
witnesses  that  Christ  saves  to  the  uttermost 
all  that  come  to  God  by  him. 

Give  no  place  to  the  devil;  he  is,  and  always 

was,  the  father  of  lies ;  but  the  word  of  Christ 

stands  faster  than  heaven  and  earth,  for  both 

these,  saith  the  Lord,  shall  pass  away,  but  my 

word  shall  not  pass  away.     And  be  declares, 

&at  whosoever  cometh  unto  him,  that  he  will 

iQ  no  wise  cast  them  out.    All  that  the  devil 

wants,  is  to  get  us  to  distfaonour  God  by  our 

unbelief,  and  by  making  us  believe  that  God 

will  not  be  faithful  and  true  to  his  word }  when 

•'csus  himself  declares,  that  he  is  not  sent  to 

^1  self-righteous  souls,  but  he  calls  sinners  to 

^pentance ;   and  that  tlie  whole  need  not  the 

physician,  but  them  that  are  sick ;  and  that  he 

fills  the  hungry  soul  with  good  things,  but  he 

*«nd8  the  rich  empty  away.     Yea  more,  he 

Glares  that  thev  shall  come  to  eat  at  his  sa- 

^>fice  that  were  ready  toperisli,  Isa.  xxvii.  13. 

Abd  what  can  the  Almighty  say  more,  to  en- 

^*^^  perishing  souls  to  look  to  the  blood 

*!|d  righteousness  of  his  dear  Son  ?     I  shall 

I     "J  God's  leave,  follow  this  with  mv  constant 

I%efi.    Kind  love  to  E . 


f 


Ever  vour's, 


''  AV.  H..S.  S. 


9«"        ■'•' 
LETTER   XXIX. 

TO  THE   SAME. 


1 


Some  few  days  ago  I  sent  a  few  lines  to  yd 
to  give  you  a  hearty  welcome  to  my  hom 
thai  you  would  ahide  a  month  with  me, 
stay  till  harvest;  and  you  can  have  my  stu» 
and  books  to  yourself,  while  I  am  in  town. 
I  asked  Mr.  B.  last  night  if  you  had  reecivi 
that  letter  which  I  speak  of,  he  told  me  y( 
read  one  to  him  that  I  sent  some  time  ago,  fa 
whicli  I  suspect  thctt  you  have  not  received  it 
and  this  is  the  reason  of  my  sending  again,  t 
inform  you  that  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  you,  » 
that  you  will  ever  be  welcome  to  me,  aad  I 
any  thing  that  my  house  affords,  and  I  tkia 
you  will  be  much  more  comfortable. 
;  1  believe  that  my  good  God  y'flr  ne¥l^  It 
hi»  unworthy  servant  want,  as  I  Uai>«M)i||0[|, 
long  experience,  and  innumevable  prcKft^  n 
his  faithfulness  to  the  poor  craw1iap"Aiill 
worms,  who  put  their'  trust  in  Mtn,  'aitthl^ 
brace  the  rock  for  want  of  a  shelter.  ( i)ii 
expect  to  see  you  on  Saturday  next,  witfaoi 
fail.  Your'a  most  affectionately, 

UR.  SACK. 
FINIS. 

Firi*,  PtimttT,  T«ok'i  Court,  Uiaoccry  Lane,  LmJml 
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<      4f 


Christian  Reader, 

I  have  now  laying  before  me,  the   first 
sZieet  of  a  Sermon  preached  by  the  Author  of 
ese  Letters,  at  the  City  Chapel,  Grub  Street 
Km:M  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
even,  and  which  will  make  its  appearance  as 
riy  as  this  pamphlet.     It  was  ccmsigned  to 
e,  by  a  friend  whom  I  much  respect,  for  the 
F>^«jrpose  of  being  comprised  in  this  work,   but 
a.^  it  would  break  in  upon  my  original  plan,  I 
j'^.s.dged   it  more  meet  to  publish  it  by  itself^ 
e  passage  of    holy  writ   discoursed   on   is^ 
But  ye  shall  be  named  the  priests  of  the 
rd,   men  shall  call  you  the  ministers  of  our 
od,'^  Isaiah  Ixi.  6.     And  I  have  been  incited 
^y  him  under  whose  power^  and  influence,  and 
^ontroul,   I  desire  at  all  times  to  act,  to  entitle 
It,  "  The  Glorious  Ministration  of  the  Spirit  of 
Cod ;"  for  unless  we  acknowledge  God  in  all 
^he  dispensations  of  his  mercy  and  goodness 
towards  us,  how  can  we  expect  future  deli- 
verances  in  times   of  trouble  and  necessity? 
leeing  the  scripture  command  is,   "  In  all  thy 
I         ways  acknowledge  him,  and  he  shall  direct  thy 

r         paths,*'  Prov.  iii,  6. 
I 

r  In   the  following  part,  which   will   be  the 

fifth  of  this  work,   I  shall  be  able  to  giv%  you 


two  letters,  written  in  an  early  stage  of  mj 
Father's  ministerial  labours ;  and  in  them  is 
discoverable  luuch  of  gospel  simplicity,  like 
No.  1.  and  2.  of  the  second  part,  which  were 
written  about  the  same  period,  and  arc  the 
earliest  of  his  written  documents,  whicH  I 
■  have  ever  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing.  That 
,you  may  reap  instruction,  establisliment,  aod 
comfort  from  these  puljlications  of  his,  is  the 
warm  desire  of, 

E^  HUNTUhGTON. 


.11.    ■    ■' 

■.   ■     ■   ,  ..  ,    ~  ■   ~ 
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LETTER   L 


TO  MRS  B. 


B  troubler  of  Israel  ir  come  once  more 
ir  else  to  converse  with,  his  sister  Marjp 
her  and  her  househotd,  an  happy  new 
d  that  in  the  best  sense.  A  new  year 
gin,  in  the  best  sense^  when  old  thingf 
ed  away,  and  when  all  things  become 
id  this  is  done  when  we  get  from  tfttf  ' 
the  old  covenant,  into  the  blessing  of  ■ 
Christ  Jesus,  which  is  promised  to  all  - 
sinners  in  the  new  covenant  of  grace. 
5  pnt  off  concerning  the  former  conver- 
le  old  man,  though  he  is  sure  to  Come 
gain;  this  makes  putting  off  the  old 
•  denying  self,  which  is  one  and  th^ 
ing,  a  work  to  be  done  daily.  How- 
:  get  rid  of  our  old  righteousness,  old 
'  worship,  old  doctrines  and  command* 


-ipeuts  of  nieii,  and  of  our  &tse  hop^s,  aod.wr<^  ^cz 
notions  of  God,  and  of  our  old  companicv  a=j 

also-  -^     .\    ..    'i     'i"    ;■    J 

As  soon  as  the  good  Spirit  of  God  b(^n&    to 
awaken,  alarm,  and  to  convince  us  of  sin  a.^d 
of  uobelitrf,  then  tlie  old  things  one  after  a.nO' 
ther  begin  to  vanish;  as  God  »ays  unto  Iiirad 
as  soon  as   the   passover    was   insliluted,  an<i 
God  had  begun  to,  deliver  his  people.     "Tiii-s 
month  shall    be  tinto  you   the'"  beginning  of 
months:  ir  (halt  be  tjie  fiist  mouth  of  the  yea-^ 
to  you,"  Exod  xil.  2,     And  when  ourdelivrf 
aijcp.i^.coippleted,  then  comes  our  ts^w  bfttl^' 
day;  tbgn  he  saith,   "  Deliver  him  from  gfiii»S 
dtfwn  to  the  pit,  I  have  found  a  raiisoui.     li  *^ 
flesh  shall  be  fresher  ihau  a  cliild's;  heshallr^' 
tyrn  to  the  days  of  his  youtji,"'  Jub,  xxxiii.  S-^-* 
25.     liiis,  sister  Mary,  begins  the  new  birit^" 
dpy'j  die  new  time,  new  month,   and  the  ne  "**" 
year,  and  iu  this  sense  I  siiiceitly  wish  you,3r»" 
yours  a  happy  new  year. 

Nor  is  it  too  late  to  wjsh  you  a  merry  Christ- 
mas, foi.tliat  day  is  kept  in  tlic  conimemoratioo  , 
of  the  Saviour's  first  birtli  upon  earth,  l>ut  he 
h^th  be^n  born  a  thousand  times  since  that; 
"  I  travail  again  in  birtli,"  says  Paul,  "till 
Christ  be  formed  in  you;"  and  when  he  is 
formed  there,  he  will  grow  up  within  us,  till 
he  beciymes  Christ  in  us  the  hope  of  glory, 
and  after  this  he  dwells  in  the  heart  by  faith; 


in «[  -When  perfect  love  comes,  and  casts  out 
^atr  and  torment,  then  Christ,  his  word,  and 
iii:>irit,  have  got  full  posses$ion ;  and  what  8ay« 
1>^  Lord' to  this?  Hear  it  from  an  answer  that 
fe  gave  to  some  of  his  trouhlers :  "  Thy  mother 
i^ci  thy  brethren  desire  to  speak  with  thee," 
^jy  they.  "  But  he  answered,  Who  is  my  mo* 
^^r?  and  who  arc  my  brethren?  For  whoso- 
^^r  shall  do  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in 
&^ven,  the  same  is  my  brother,  and  sister,  and 
Mother,"  Matt.  xii.  48—50. 

Hn  this  sense- 1  wish  thee  a  merry  Christmas, 
!^^  a.happy  new  year;  and  after  this  we  shall 
many  hew  things,  have  many  new  visits, 
e  new  comforts,  arid  these  will  be  the  fore- 
-»  Kners  of  many  new  trials,  new  troubles,  new 
K^^gues,  and  new  temptations:  but  all  shall 
^^^rk  together  to  bring  us  to  the  new  heaven, 
^^^  to  the  new  earth,  which  is  promised  to  all 
'^'^''  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord. 

Come,  my  dear  sister  in  Christ  Jesus,  be  of 

POod  comfort,  for  he  certainly  calletb  to  thee; 

^'^d  take  notice  who  his  kind  invitations,  and 

affectionate  calls  arc  to,  to  the  hungry  soul; 

'*  And  they  shall  come  that  are  ready  to  perish.'* 

To  those  that  labour  under  fear,  bondage  and 

sin;  "  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour,  and 

are  heavy  laden."    To  the  thirsty ;    "  If  any 

inan  thirst,  let  him  come  unto  me  and  drink  i"' 

"  Come  cat  of  my  bread,  and  drink  of  the  wine 


m 

Ijat  I  have  miogled'*    And  ia  the  lut  ^plifc^,^! 

f  any  be  made  willing  in  tlie  day  ofGo^s^^a 
pi)wer;  "  Wliosaever  will,  let  him  take  of  tng-  ^ 
wattT  ot  life  freely :"  and  be  sure  of  this,  that^»- 
cvery  word  of  the    Lord  is  apuken  iri    truUi.    _^ 

asd  upriglitoess;   his  culls  are  true,   sincere ^ 

aad  affertionate,  nor  shall  a  jot  or  tittle  of  hi:r  j^ 
word  ever  fail,  or  pass  away  unaccomplJsheiMP"" 
or  unfullilled. 

The  »oul  to  whom  the  L>rd  gives  an  appetit^w^ 
is  as  suri'  of  the  feast  as  of  the  hunger  give^^K^ 
or  of  tlu*  inviution  proclaimed.     Here  is  cr-^'^ 
lOoiB  for  tlic  (Ivvjl,  unbelief,  doubts  and  fe»_  Mrs 
to  work,  if  ^ve  do  but  feel  our  need,  and  se^~% 
relief  in  God  s  own  appointed  way,  that  is,      «j| 
and^  througli  Christ  Jesus;    who  is  the  or^rtv 
■way  to  the  Fulher,  and  the  object  set  befoxr 
us,  and  in  whom  all  fulness  of  grace  dwel  I*s, 
And  forget  not,   my  dear  sister,  that  God    re- 
gards the  intense  desires  of  the  soul  as  rc^ai 
prayers,  and  has  made  many  promises  for  the 
comfort  and  encouragement  of  such  of  his  poor 
weak  funily,  who  cannot  address  him  as  the^ 
woiiUl;  sucli  as  these,  "The  Spirit  helpeth  our 
iailrniities,  ami  maketh  intercession  for  us  wisJi 
groaiiiugs  that  cannot  be  uttered."     "  Because 
of  tlic  deep  sighing  of  the  needy,  now  will  I 
arise,   sai,th   tlie   I/ird."     "    I   will  satiate  tllc 
weary,     and   replenish  every    sorrowful  soul" 
"  Aujl  shall  not  God  avenge  his  own  ele« 
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«^Uh  cry  day  ^d  night  utito  bim  ?^  '*  "Hie  de « 
ulre  of  the  righteous  shall  be  granted.*^  I  harie 
beatd  the  g^oanings  of  the  prisoners,  and  will 
deliver  them  that  are  appointed  to  die. 

He  often  stands  behind  the  wall,  and  shews 
liimself  through  the  lattice,  in  our  distress,  and 
tiow  and  then  gives  us  a  ray  of  light,  a  drop 
>f  comfort,  a  feeling  sense  of  his  power  nearer 
than  usual,  to  enlarge  the  heart,  to  raise  hope, 
x>  increase  our  expectations,  to  set  an  edge  to 
nir  Appetite,  and  to  expect  no  less  than  his  real 
nanifestation  to  our  souls;  and  then  off  he 
roes,  and  takes  all  the  bag  of  money  with  him, 
md  we  seem  further  from  the  mark  than  even 
rhen  jealousy  bums,  anger  rages,  disappoint* 
nent  cuts,  the  devil  comes,  sin  revives,  unbe- 
lef  prevails,  and  all  confidence  is  cast  away ; 
jid  the  language  of  the  devil  and  'unbelief  is, 
et  him  go  if  he  will.  I  would  to  God  I  couM 
est  satisfied  without  him :  but  this  ends  in 
jrief,  sorrow,  honest  confession,  double  Jove, 
md  treble  desires ;  cursing  self,  and  crying  for 
nercy. 

C  that  I  could  lay  passive,  watch  his  hand, 
ind  wait  his  time,  but  I  always  was  a  devil, 
'here  never  was  one  of  such  a  disposition,  such 
I  fbol,  such  a  perverse,  headstrong,  obstinate 
188  as  I  am,  saith  the  poor  soul ;  and  now  per- 
imps  he  has  taken  me  at  my  word,  and  is  gone 
br  ever,  and  out  of  my  own  mouth  will  h« 


It 


^   ■ 


^^al 


judge,  ae  at  Ijl^?,  gfej^t,,d^y,  , 
none  of  this  cpnfteth.fisin  Wp  t^at,;:^^el|k^ 
I  should  not  haves  ,trQ«ble4  ^W.^^'^  ^'^rvbfr 
knowing  the  bfid  yrwthsr,  .ai^d  fta^ffllf, Ji^' ■ . 
brother  JenKin».coul(d;|»ot  utten^  .y9ftf^SHiT 
have  thus  far  presumed,,  Tender  py.  ^§,jj^^ 
to  all,  and  I  assure  you  tl^t  JB,  hLi^ji  mIo^j^ 

fvery  private  praypr  Qf,.  ,     .  j.  ,  ,,  tt.,*vtJket 

Thy,poo^.unwflrtbyfri^i»4,    .;,.j.   „i, 

,.    and  »erv«^tiW  P^^ist  4fi8»V%. -^uji  *» 


.  I 


d  • 


tl 


LETTER   II. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

I'     » 
.  .        Church  Street,  Paddii\gtOf|«  ^ 

SUfer  Mary,  the  Elect  Lady,  or  rather  the  moumii^  .^<^*^! 

in  the  cleft  of  the  Rock. 

Since  my  departure  from  B.  I  hs^ve  ha^. 
many  thoughts  of,  and  put  up  many  prayers  for. 
you,  and  your  friendly  family;  and  have  felt^a. 
desire  to  send  thee  a  few  lines,  bejng  mipd^l 
of  thy  tears^  and  of  thy  soul  trouble,  whicti. 
makes  thee  a  woman  of  a  sorrowful,  spirit.  I. 
could  wish  my  God  to  bless  th^sf  few  scr^^,^. 
and  attend  them  with  a  little,  of  the  new  win§., 
of  the  kingdom,  for  tl)y  stomach's  ss^ke,.  anid; 
thine  often  infirmities*   . 


t .  I 


'  .  ii  .  ,  /  .'  I  » 
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^^Ttie  plaice  of  the  heart,  and  the  confusioft 
5if  the'heady  fits  of  unbelief,  love-sickness,  dis* 
^ers  of  jealousy,  the  leprosy,  together  with 
0e  aptness  of  breeding  souls,  and  of  the  daugh* 
ters  of  Zion  especially  when  in  a  state  of  preg- 
iiancy,  to  long  for  one  delicate  morsel  or 
other,  that  is  either  sweet,  savory,  or  tart; 
such  as  a  slice  from  the  fatted  calf;  a  little  bit 
of  lamb  roasted  in  the  fire,  without  bitter 
her|>s;  a  little  honey  from  the  rock,  and  honey* 
comb  which  is  sweet  to  the  soul;  an  olive 
berry  from  the  uppermost  bough ;  the  first  ripe 
cluster,  with  a  blessing  in  it ;  the  mandrakes 
which  give  a  good  smell;  a  little  sincere  milk 
from  the  red  heifer ;  a  grain  of  the  oil  of  joyt 
and  a  cruse  of  water  from  the  well  of  Beth* 
lehem;  a  little  pot  of  hidden  manna;  a  little 
savoury  meat ;  a  small  cake  cooked  under  the 
Juniper  tree;  a  bit  of  broiled  fish,  from  the  sea 
of  Tiberias;  a  slice  of  unleavened  bread;  a 
word  of  grace,  seasoned  with  salt;  a  dry  morsel 
where  love  is;  spiced  wine  of  the  juice  of 
pomegranates;  balm  of  Gilead;  nuts,  almonds, 
and  the  first  ripe  figs. 

Many  such  sweet  scraps  of  picking  meat,  do 
poor  souls  fancy,  and  long  after,  when  in  a 
sfate  of  pregnancy  ;  and  especially  if  they  have 
i/L  hard  and  long  labour  in  casting  out  their  sor- 
ro«vs,  fear,  and  torment.  In  such  cases  it  i* 
impossible  to  deliver  them,  without  giving  them 


i 


i4   <■' 

they  hiV(j>t!lils,'>4ft^>a^ Ak^M  abttNtliiiRt^^ 

body-  Ilia^'<^ee^t>^r«(•tf>«<Ml^I^  tWllr!»l^>^IW« 
upon  whom  is  tlie  mark,"   Eeek.  Ix.-tf/i'Mlr'I 
lovtf  to  b«tt«rthift ) VWiii^'^fMirj^ 'iM^filNH? 
BO  ftWeetly;  lh^l!lt(^8«»>'tfc«fi^-i»ra0ftlli^ 
are  ,iit!l«^p'  to'  6|>»IJ,>  <M!tii(;imilHi9>lMai>^MM(  ^ 
thae-dYnsb''f)00i'i«blkb<>^«tb3b««te^)1fliMl^ 
oftoA  >  'Sick!  iiM'  im^kaiMhtf^itikkm^^'f&»$im>f^ 

'fHt^re  is'nofivicfi  t\\\A>gici>jfiVtkigt'H^^9i^iilP'^* 
out^ot'tlie  Mi-kvi",  M^ltlkoiif  Iairge'drftUghU4MriM»i»"'^ 
wine;  "  Eat,  O  friends, •' *flnlc,  yeAl'  mHW^k^^' 
bundantly,  O  beloved  :*'  if  thoor  krt  rdcoacilcd 
to  alei'if  thoti!1bvest  me,   then,   *•  Eat,  O 
friends ;"  I  love  them  that  love  me,  then,  ''drink 
abundantly  1>  ^Inycd.**    Jkya^-^it  will  do, 
this  is  charming  fare,  and  here  is  a  kind  invita- 
tion, and  a  hearty  welcome ;,  noyv  will  I  drink, 
and  forget  my    poverty,    ana  remember  my 
misery  no  more.    Go*  thy  way/  Mary,  tat  thy 
bread  with  joy,  and  drink  thy  wine  with  a 
merry  heart,  for  thou  art  humblccl,  and  'Opd^ 
now  acccpteth  thy  workS:    Pt^til!}'  of '6viixWe 
goes  about  iit  the  time  of  Zroh'6  gVoanittgJi^'hli"** 
opens  the  ban<iutett?ltg  honie,' arid  his  b«irinei"''* 
•vcr « It loVt.  'W!ji(brt km* Iter bcast»;aair*  "* 


1* 

dmfcea^Kady,  mii^lcd  het^  Wind,  womIs  f(n^ 
rf  9iMlenS|  and. bids  ber  guests.  ^Cond; 
t^joifmy  breads  anddcink  of.  the  wuic  that  I 
v:c  mingled*  Forsake  the  foolish  and.  lirej 
i&  |{b  in  th^  way  of  understanding/'  Prov.  ix. 

EVar  not^  Mary,  Moses  will  aocuse^  perplex^ 
vifyi  and  belabour  thee,  till  thy  soul  is  ftick 
l^if  cmliGtGes,  for  it  only  genders  to  bondage, 
il.  brings  for tb  fruit  unto  death,  fiiitwheil 
Ml  art  divorced  from  hiaa,  Jesus-  will  marry 
ft.«iivddour,.  and  raise  up  the  na^  of  the  dead ; 
sn  thy  Maker  shall  be  thine  husband^  and 
c»u  ahalt  forget  the  shame  of  thy  yonth.  My 
a^  respects  to  the  good  man  of  the  house, 
d  the  rest  of  the  family. 

God  bless  you, 

Vr.  HUNTINGTON. 


LETTER  in. 


TO  MISS  B. 


^tikved  in  Christ  Jesus, 

GaACK,  mercy,  and  peace  be  with  thee 
'^^gh  the  knowledge  of  him.  I  am  at  all 
^HBes  glad  to  receive  a  line  from  thee,  and  long 
'ft  tee  you  in  the  enjoy men4  of  the  dying- love 


IS' 

of  the  Son  of  God,  which  at  i>nce  will  i::rucifj^ 
thee  to  this  \rorl<l,  and  this  ^v'b^ld  to  thee  ■  bu  <}:; 
ii  (3  not  an  ctisy  matter  to  gt.'t  a  liue  troin<injtA| 
friend.  I 

There  arc  some  iiitfrctlients  in  God's  stuits* 
which  will  make  tlie  iiinst  reserved  to  btcaK 
siicncfj  yea,  even  the  duiiili  to  speak;  "  I 
kept  silence  even  fmm  good,  and  my  somi**' 
was  stirred  :  my  heart  was  hot  witlitn  nie,  while 
I  was  musing  the  fire  burned,  Then  spake  1 
with  my  tongue,"  Psal.  xxxix.  S'S.  The  lire 
of  wrath  heated  his  hearty  and  3lirrc«l  his  sor-: 
rows,  and  then  he  opens.  The  fire  ot"jcalou&y 
likewise  ivill  break  through  all  barfiers  t  "  Jeal" 
vusy  is  the  rage  of  a  man,"  it  must  have  vent* 
"  Set  me  as  a  seal  upon  thine  arm  ;  for  love  i* 
strong  as  death,  jealousy  is  as  cruet  as  the  grave 
the  coals  thereof  are  coals  of  lire,  which 
hath  a  most  vehement  flame,"  Song,  viii.  ft 
The  fire  of  love  will  make  the  heart  overflow 
with  joy,  and  joy  must  have  vent,  either  by 
leaping,  speaking,  or  singing;  if  these  hoW 
their  tongue,  the  stones  would  immediately  cij 
out. 

The  heart  of  the  wise  is  a  well-spring  uf  ^ 
life,  and  men  of  imderstandinj;  will  draw  i* 
out;  and  I  did  intend  to  try  this  experinient 
*Uen  I  was  last  with  you,  hut  somehow  boJ- 
hrcted  it,  for  I  wantwl  much  to  know  wheic- 
ahrnityou  were,  InA\-  far  from  Siuai,  aud  wlat 
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W8,  prospects,  and  glimpses  of  Zion;   you 

V  feel  the  climate,  the  soft  south  wind,  the 

iling  brezrs,  and  the  dissolving  rays.     Long 

'ore  you  come  to  the  walls  of  the  city,  tlic 

irt  opens  to  the  king,  and  to  the  citizens, 

i  feds  power  and  sweet  inducements  to  love 

d  obedience,  even  from  distant  views.    "  They 

\\\  return  and  come  to  Zion  with  songs,,  and 

erlastingjoy  upon  their  head;  they  shall  ob* 

in  joy  and  gladness,   and  sorrow  and  sighing 

all  flee  away;*'  and   this  likewise  intimated, 

lat  power  from   the   celestial  city  meets  us 

iren  on  the  road  to  it. 

God  sends  us  help  from  the  sanctuary,  and 

^rengthens  us  out  of  Zion;  and  this  always 

Diniatcs,    and  emulates  us,    and  causes  us  to 

lend  our   pace.     Blessed   are   the   people   in 

^hose  hearts  are    the   ways   of  Zion,   that  is, 

^hose  heart  loves  the  ways  and  worship  of  the 

huTch,    who  passing    through   the   valley   of 

tacamake  it  a  well,   the  rain  filleth  the  pools. 

\t\  go  from  strength  to  strength  till  each  of 

hem  appearcth  in  Zion  before  God.    The  Spirit 

fGod  refrcshcth  them  with  showers  of  grace, 

Ms  rain  fills  the  pools,  the  hearts  of  the  saints; 

%ey  converse  together,  and  like  Apollps,  water 

iKi  refresh  the  bowels  of  each  other;  then  they 

ijce  heart,  and  fresh  courage  to  press  on,  aiul 

lis  is  going  from  strength  to  strength,  aud  when 

li 
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thii  paver  i^  restrained,  or  withekl,  then  ihqE 
hall;  and  if  they  frettlien  they  stumble  upon 
dark  mountains;  and  if  they  rebel  then  Moieii 
coops  tliem  lip,  "  I  am  shut  up,  I  cannot  cai 
forth  ;  brin^  my  soul  out  of  prison  that  I  nag^ 
praise  thy  name." 

I  liave  often  observed,  that  when  I  hat*] 
been  shut  up,  and  kept  fasting  for  several  dayih 
together,  I  have  lost  nothin*!;  in  a  long  run.  Ui 
my  soul  exercise  has  been  violent,  my  snccBf^ 
ingjoys  have  he-en  superabundant.  If  thecoH 
tlict  has  been  long  and  lingering,  just  so  has 
been  my  future  enUrgemeut,  long  also.  If  my 
•oul  has  sunk  into  dismal  gloom  and  hoircrs, 
■when  I  have  got  my  wings  again  I  have  soared 
the  higher.  If  my  soul  has  been  remarkably 
dry,  dead,  lean,  and  barren,  1  Iiave  also  found 
a  feast  of  the  fattest  things  afterward,  that  ha 
made  my  soul  lively,   active,   and  flourishing.  ' 

Trials,  Mary,  are  chiefly  intended  to  give  us 
a  keen  appetite,  to  stir  us  up  that  we  may  titk 
settle  on  our  leea,  and  to  empty  us  of  self,  that 
we  may  not  conlide  in  tlie  ilesh.  It  is  intendeill 
also  to  nip,  and  cnrbonr  budding  corruptiooi;' 
and  nnritly  pnssions ;  and  you  will  always  ftKl^l 
if  vou  observe,  that  after  a  aliarp  triSi, 
the  compassion  of  our  Gnd  moves  our  bow*dl 
toward  him,  when  nictkness  and  contritia* 
operate,  how  dead  the  old  man  with  all  Irif 
member  appears    to   he,    how    submissive, 
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{M,  'humble,  lowly,  patient,  and  quiet  the 
Mw^  and  at  such  times  not  easily  rou^^ed^ 
rfrf/red  up.  These  are  called  the  ()eac'ea(>ie 
uM'of  righteouijDess,  produced  in  those  exer^ 
Kdwith  chasteninu:,  or  other  alflictions. 
Stand  fa^t  and  cleave  close,  and  let  nothing 
Ider  heaven  ever  stop  the  mouth  of  prayer, 
riH  coTenant  mercies,  he  will  he  enquired 
H  omit  this  and  you  go  buck,  as  8are  as  \ nu 
ti'dive:  it  is  prayer  that  keeps  tiie  ground 
plMst  sin  and  satan. 

God  bless  thee, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


in-.  ■ 


'.'■j": 


LETTER  IV. 

to  THE  REV.  J.  J. 


..II    i:    ■■   , 
•J    ■'  . 

AlprAmhcT  in  Christ  Jesus, 

Jii:ii  KNOW  not  whether  any  of  the  plants  of 
IHhteoosness  at  L.  were  watered  by  me  or  no, 
*^tt  refreshings  were  poured  forth  on  tlve 
itil%  iMishandry  during  my  stay  among  you ; 
H'this  1  know,  I  returned  home  with  a  dry 
li})('arid  an  empty  cruse,  and  having  five  times 
Hang  to  preach,  and  it  being  to  be  done 
lb  the  old  stable  ground  upon  which  I  have 
loured  upwards  of  twenty  years;  and  know* 

B  2 
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riglitPous  shine  forth  as  the  sun  io  X 
their  Fathei's  kingHom,  for  ever  and  4 
And  now  what  sliall  I  say  more,  i 
the  Dioutli  of  the  few  samts  at  Prq| 
Yes,  I  am,  and  they  acknowledge  tl 
sister  at  L.  well  then  in  the  name  of ' 
we  send  our  salutations  Co  the  dove  tt 
in  the  cHif.  May  1  boast;  sliaJl  I  sag 
the  friends  salute  you,  chiefly  them  fi 
household,  with  Erastus  the  chambei 
Quartus  a  brother:  No,  but  this  I  cat 
of  the  king's  household  saluteth  yf 
most  certainly  am  a  father  to  his 
clerk  of  the  kitchen ;  so  that  my  I 
manifest  in  one  part  of  tli^e  palace 
Moreover,  the  — — •  of  ,  hi«  M8J< 
guards  is  aUo  my  son,  so  that  .my..} 
manifest  ia  the  king's  atableS'ttltt^;, 
not  pxomised  that,  "  Upon  sf;fvant«  .f 
maids  will  I  pour  out  my  spiri^l"  :J( 
Ibt  '»,  and,  "  Unto  the  poot  t}i^, 
pjreach«d."  I  have  so  many  bre^^e 
sort  I  cannot  reckon  them  up;  audi ^ 
of  poor  is  coveted  by  none,  |i,^)>9,l^,i 
scribe  myself  one  of  that  nunj^r 
grace,  mercy,  and  peace  to  you,  qn 
kittCs  at  L.  t    .    , 

'HP 


ts 

if  V   ■• 


-^  •  -  LEITER    V. 

,r  TO  THE  SAME. 

•    ill.  ^.'! 

*'?'"      I  RECEIVED    the   letter  of   my    nearest 

^  ^atkd  ^dearest  friend  and  best  companion,  and  I 

tflhik  the  time  of  our  departure  draws  nigh ; 

'"M  the  winters  that  I  have  ever  seen,   have 

"  %wet  tried   my   lungs  and    breath   like  this. 

Last  winter  gave  the  bellows  their  deatli  wound, 

^~  U'hich  never  recovered  in  the  hottest  day '  last 

kiunmer;  and  I  am  more  gone  and  enfeebled  in 

tv(^o  months,  than  before  in  ten  y^ars ;  and  it  is 

a  little  satisfaction  that  our  dismission  seems  so 

""^ear   together.     Close  confined  in  town,   the 

iame  at  home,  dismal  weather,  much  speaking, 

^in4  want  of  bodily  exercise,  renders  me  almost 

incapable  of  walking  alone;   and  my  soul  is 

weary  because  of  murderers :  nor  do  I  tliink 

tliat  death  itself  would  be  half  so  bad,  as  the 

continual   conquest,     boasts,    and   triumph   of 

them,  who  know  and  acknowledge  no  god  but 

'  themselves. 

But  we  must  be  still,  and  expect  the  worst, 
the  worst  that  can  be  imagined  if  we  fall  into 
the  hands  of  men;  but  I  iirmly  believe  our 
time  is  short,  and  when  we  awake  again,  wft 
shall  see  them  in  full  possession  of  all  the  ven- 


pcincc  that  our  snuls  iio\r  M'i«h  far;  forGoA- 
wlil  lic-stn-v  thcin  th;it  (!i..:i.(\    t;u' t-,:; :  ii.    toiTi— 
motions,  wara  and  rumours  nf  H-.-irs,  mu jt  cob^B 
to  i)ass,    l)iit,    "  ill  ymir    patience   possess  v*^ 
your  souls ;"  fur  wlut  is  all  Hiesc,  and  ihc  wots  ■«- 
of  these,    when  com[iariH   to  the  ncvcr-<iving3C 
worm,  the  smoke  and   flimcs   of  Tnphei,  an«rl 
the   unabating   and    unremitted    wrath   of  nfc  — 
censed  Justice.-  ■ 

I  have  found  my  turbulent  spirit  tdft  refrac— ' 
tory,  but  the  whore  is  now  in  the  threalcne^^ 
bed  of  languli^hing,  and  all  tlic  kitig^  that  liar  ^ 
committed  adultery  with  her  are  in  great  tribii  — 
Ution ;    and  (Jod  is  killing  her  children  witS^ 
death,  or  ^vtng  her  blond  to  drink,  for  she  i'' 
worthy.     Never  ^vas    there    such  a  slau^tef 
made  on  the  body  of  the  beast,  since  he  h»« 
worn  his  seven  heads  and  ten  horns;  and  it  ap^ 
pears  to  me  that  none  are,  or  shall  be  permitted 
to  ward  off  the  blows;  "  He  shall  come  to  W*! 
end  and  none  sh:ill  help  him."     All  that  we  ciuf 
see  is.    that    he   is   swimmiiiir  in    hlood,    b«lf 
Daniel  looked  further,  he  saw  till  the  beast  «f 
taken,  his  botlj' destroyedj   and'givMi  tO'tto- 
burning  flame.  ' '     "*'' 

The  Roman  Empire  is  the  beast,  and' tie 
famous  citv  is  the  whore;  and  whcllicr  thisi* 
to  tenninate  iii  the  con<ni(»t  of  the  outer  court, 
I  know  not,  but  1  think  the  beast  has  sisty 
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one  yean  yet  to  reign,  and  that  the  slaughter 
of  the  witnesses  will  commence  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixty-two« 

W.  HUNTINGTON. 


LETTER   VI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


0  my  Joy  ami  Crown.  • 

As  I  have  received  no  answer  to  my  last« 

'fcake  it  for  granted  my  kind  friend  is  ill,  and 

r.  B.  wrote  me  instead*     The  contents  of  his 

tcr  were  heavy  tiding;    "  The  harvest  is 

at,  but  the  labourers  are  few ;"  too  few  to  be 

^i  »>iinished ;  nevertheless,  God  can  send  a  suc- 

^^ssion.     Your  last  epistles  have  caused  some. 

3^5r,  and  some  grief,  some  tlianksgiving,  and 

^*^iTie  earnest  petitions.     I  see  thy  last  stages 

^r^  crowned  with  loving  kindness  and  tender 

Mercies,  this  is  what  1  long  believed  and  ex- 

V^ted,   tliis  rejoiced  my  heart,  and  furnished 

thank-offerings  to  my  God. 

But  the  thoughts  of  losing  my  suckling/ 
which  I  have  been  so  long  suppleing  and  swad- 
dling, this  drove  nie  to  prayer.  On  Saturday 
morning  I  gave  myself  to  this  work,  and  yes- 
terday morning  at  the  chapel  I  found  much 


3CCCS5;,  freedom,  and  energy,  oiid  was  prnnitted  ^ 
to  pleiid  wtUi  uncoinnioa  boldness,  ami  with  a~  j 
degree  nf'  conlideturc  aiul  aMuraiicc,  that  tiii*  « 
ekkncss  wuuM  not  be  unto  deaCfi.  .  And  tf  ill  M 
thiiij^sare  possible  to  be  Hone  to  them  that  be-  ^— 

Vitv^:,   I  am  tully  ptiisiiadcd  that   I   have  pre 

vaiKd  in  this  thin;;.     Aviifii  I  bad  concluded^K 
my  liist  prayer,  I  asked  the  Lord  to  convince^s 
nie  by  the  hrst  passage  -that  1  should  turn  mr— j 
in  the  book  of  Psalms,  whether  he  would  gran^Kr 
my  request  or  not,  be^rging  he  would  not  b^^ 
displeased  at  this;    and  tlic   first  passage  wa.  :^ 
tliis  following;   "  Ye  that  fear  the  Lord  praise 
biin ;   all  ye  the  seed  of  Jacob,  glorify  bim    ; 
and  fear  liini,  all  ye  the  seed  of  Israel.     For 
lie  hatli  not  despised,  nor  abhorred  the  aj^ic:— 
tions  of  the  afflicted  :  neither  bath  he  bid  his 
fiice  ti-om  iiini,  but  wlien  he  cried  unto  bim  hic 
hcaid, '  Ps.  sxii.  23,  24. 

l%i9,wor)c  wasoarrjed  op  yetiteitday  mtn^g 
between,  thehoursof  five  and  tiro, -anditiiM  I 
wish  to  knowt  .whethcff.any.changt)  tettitiplacB 
about  that  lime,  for  I  have  swneilM^'ithat 
when  faith  sprung, up  ia  mey  that  heaKngtiif- 
peared  lo  him:  for  th«  questionJrom'fehe'&tlMr 
tp  ihe  seivant  was,  What  time  itid. my  ctnt^ 
{[ia  to  amepd :  "  and  they  said  unto,l^iB>  ilies- 
terday  at  the  eleventh  hour  the  feverlsft^- 
Sa.  ^.  father  knew  that  it  was  at  'the  i9«e 
hour,.iiiitite  which  Jesus  said  untOrhiiQ,  !f^y 
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son  liveth  ;  and  himself  bf  lievcd  and  all  his 
house/'  JoliDy  iv.  5Q.  Send  me  a  few  lines  by 
return  of  post,  and  a  true  account  in  answer  to 
these  enquiries,  and  you  wJ!  obhj^e. 

Your  niDst  aflTectionate  friend, 
and  brother  in  Christ, 

W.  HUNTINGTON. 


LETTER    VII. 

TO  MR.  M. 


n 


r  ^ 


TTo  my  beloved  Brother  in  the  Lord  greeting, 

Your's  came  to  hand,  and  1  thanked  God 

it,  as  I  am  always  glad  to  hear  how  the  poor 

a.mily  of  the  Lord  do.     For  my  part  I  am  but 

X>oorly  'with  a  cold,  and  the  rheumatism  in  my 

^ead,  Vhich  for  some  time  has  tried  me  not  a 

"kittle.     A  cough  and  shortness  of  breath,  has 

tendered  my  cabin  almost  unbearable ;  these 

things  often  make  drill,    field-days,  reviews, 

*  ^he  carhp,  and  the  field  of  action,  irksome  ;  and 

mnake  me  cringe,   and  think  of  winter  quarters, 

'•dismission  from  service,  the  king's  letter,  or 

an  honourable  pension.     Hut  instead  of  this,  I 

mm  obliged  to  keep  on,  although  I  confess  my 

'hedtt'at  times  sinks  upon  a  Sunday  morning, 

as  soon  as  the  drum  beat?*,  at  the  thoughts  of 

teounting  guard,  or  doing  duty  at  the  palace. 


•  ■ 

However,  jlilie  ^(aptain  oC  pun  s^y^^Jf,^ J|||^ 
Avays  better  tQu%i|b^o.aU  oi^r.  fe^rsi:.ai^'br' 
pie  sumetimesrtbrougli  wi(h  .^uch  ^a,  bigU^ 
as  to  make,  me  11  wonder  to  inyseU)i;jthqug^^a^ 
the  same  tioae  J  h^vf;  thpttgiit^jthat  I  have  .^ 
scarcely  . strength.  t9^.4)(^.u|}ii;fsven  on  thebag^,. 
gage   waggon^ :  At  this  momentary,   time^  ^^^ 
much  needed,  but  undeserved  and  unexpectiea 
aid,  and  assist^iu^e^   XJ^\^  .much  wondere^ 
and  have  gone  on  as  if  in  the  first  camjiaigii/ 
but  no  sooner  kii  it  ovor^  tbaci^  I  dream  of  tne 
surgery,  or  the  hospital^  ana  if  I  do  }i|  »ai\y  ^ 
measure  survive  this^  AiH  fiSthing  suits  me.  or  . 
charms  me  more,  th^n  the  piecing  .sound -c^ 
*  Go  to  bed  Tpm J  , 

When  ^  pl^tf^n  this,  I  am  often  interrupt^ 
with  dreams,  qr  visions  of  a  rout,  a.  halt,  ^a 
march,,  or  a  ca^l  to  arms.  SomeciiQes..J  faf^c^ 
I  am  pi^rs\ied,  o^  my  road  so  slippery,  I  cinnpi 
Stand;  ap.^other.  times  X  am.  called  to  acj^oijj 
without,  .eithejc;  arms  or  aipmunition.  ^  Sojne- 
times. I  fancy  .my  statipn  on  fthe  fprlornhpiM^ 
the  worst  static^  of  all  the  besiegers  ^^f^p^  qth^r 
tinjea  I^am  giv.jug  tlie  word  of  command,,.  ^?ji^ 
■flasllam  dMUib;  and.  when  t  9^*4^^  9[^S}^<jlil^> 
inar,c|h,;J[  myself  wish  to.,retreat      ..,  ,,,,^,^,  ,^' 

JLatelyl  haye  been  ere^tipg.the  kmg's;j^}a^^ 
ard,  I  have,  been  waving  the  banner,  and  bes^ff 
inguplikeoue  on  a  recruiting  party,  deliveriQg 
the  king's  speech,   promising  new  clothes,  fi 
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^^S^  bounty,  present  pay,  good  quarters,  in-. 
)^uable  and  invincible  accoutrements,  certain 
^^<itory,  infinite  spoils,  and  eternal  honoiiis ;  at 
^  *le  same  time  my  wicked  heart  rebelling,  and 
giving  the  lie  to  every  word  my  nioutli  has 
ottered.  And  I  often  find  at  this  work  that  I 
"Vainly  suppose  not  a  few  recruits  have  volun- 
teered their  services,  and  have  seemed  to  join 
the  young  troops,  but  soon  after,  when  I  ex- 
pect them  at  roll-call,  one  half  are  missing; 
some  complaining  of  too  much  drill,  others  of 
the  difficulty  of  learning  the  manual  exercise; 
and  often  in  the  recruiting  business  I  have 
exceeded,  I  mean,  in  spending  more  than  the 
king's  ajlowance,  or  I  have  feigned  the  boun- 
ty when  in  trutli  the  whole  stock  has  been 
gone. 

This  has  brought  me  in  short  in  my  ac- 
count, and  this  puts  me  under  stoppages,  one 
halfpenny  in  two  dnys,  and  hardly  that;  at 
this  time,  catering,  or  hunting  for  forage,  and 
asking,  or  taking  French  leave  in  a  furlough ; 
and  even  this  has  often  confined  me  in  the 
giiard  house,  and  many  heavy  petitions  have 
gone  up  before  I  could  appear  to  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  a  prisoner  on  the  parole  of  honour: 
and  what  do  vou  think  of  sucli  a  soldier  as 

jne? 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


t 

iei!tm  vm.       -'«**^ 

TO  WR.M.  .iiu  K^liiUl 

To  mj  old  oompabion  in  Mil  traViil,  aoi  H^iAy^MiSKm^ 
in  the  Liird»  <he  Ctfillics?er  seikklb  gMtkigi''^     (^Vf 

Ta£  gout  iti  th^  body  aiid  fkkC  Mpffifell  ll'*' 
peculiar  to  tht  yc/dl^ti  do  6)pcir&t& ''  dlflcHV^ 
'ways,  and  what  is  go6d  fbr  th«  fortlMH-/ M^? 
'little  use  to  th«?  latten    I  hiive  beetf  frd^^ft^ 
this  epidemical  all  tbi»  whole  wiAttt*/  A\ill|jh^* 
I  do  ilot  believe  that  I  have  one  nea^  'ri^TatiOil 
m  the  fleshy  that  is  ever  free  from  it,  either  ttk ' 
the  winter  or  in  the  summer,  it  being  i  iatnify 
disorder,   constitutional,  and  hereditary  ^  httt  i 
your's  lays  in  the  vitaTs,  mine  in  the  exft^mi^*^ 
tics.     However  there  is  one  sovereign  retiicd^^ :  "^ 
which  is  irresistible,  which  neither  cold  Hdt^^ 
heat,  ague  nor  fever,  cold  damps  not*  dtyiiflfc* ' 
winds,  can  ever  withstand,  and  that  is,  *fifilf&M 
in,  and  prayer  to,  the  all-wise,  divinely  skillfetf,'^" 
and  omnipotent  Saviour  of  helplesis  sinners'.^   *!** 
have  at  tirtfes  thought  that  if  th*re  is  i  xVoftlM*^ 
less  worm  in  the  British  isles,  who  can  itsstilft" 
this  with  all  confidence,    the    presUmptuote*'-' 
rebel  as  I  am  often  called,  and  the  despicably  - 
and  as  some  call  me  the  stinking  Antinomianj  ^ 
can  with  all  boldness  affirm  this.  ^  ^ 
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or  disease,  no  foe  without  not 

Mrithin,  no  bodily  or  ghostly  enemy,   nor 

I^Orcal   or   spiritual   infirmity,     couhl   ever 

^^^tand,  tnuch  less  repel,  the  force  of  believ- 

8  5ind  persevering  prayer,  put  up  to  the  great 

^ysician,  or  to  the  Father  of  all  mercies  in  the 

neat  physician's  name.     The  more  this  holy 

^y  to  the  throne  is  trod,    the  more  smooth 

^d  easy  it  becomes ;  and  the  more  faith  is  em« 

byed  in  this  way,  the  stronger  and  bolder  she 

^ws ;   and  the  more  our  poor  petitions  arte 

peatedy  the  greater  are  their  returns.    Tlife 

tthe  new  navigation  opened  for  the  vessels  of 

ercy,  and  where  all  Avisc  merchants  should 

ek  their  goodly  pearls. 

The  worst  diseases  in  this  world  are  the  le- 

»y,  the  plague  of  the  heart,   the  dead  palsy, 

Itliatof  being  boin  blind.     The  blood  of 

nkling  cures  the  first,  sovevc^^ii  grace  ti\« 

tid,   the  promise  of  life  the  third,  rnd  he 

\sels  us  to  buy  cye-salvc  of  him,   to  cx- 

'.he  deadly   and  dismal   gloom    from    the 

,  and  understanding.     I  wish  you  was  as 

Vom  your  gouty  habit,  as  I  am  from  mine, 

might  congratulate  you  on  your  happy 

ry.    However,  the  new  man  is  incapable 

his  train  of  diseases,  and  of  the  infections 

>ld  man,  which  is  the  sole  cause  of  them 

That  which  is  bjrn  of  the  Spirit  is  spi- 

e  know  that  divine  light  aud  life^,  faith 
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and  hope,  love  and  joy,  peace  and  comfort  we 
of  God ;  nothing  can  be  added  to  it,  and  no* 
thing  can  be  taken  from  it,  and  God  dotli  this 
work  that  men  should  fear  before  him;  and, 
^^  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  his  treasure,'*  Isa. 

But  though  these  things  are  begua^  they  «*•? 
not  fully  there  is  room  for  more  lovej  more  jujrr 
more  life  and  lighti  **  That  he  mights  fiU«id|f 
things,"  £ph.  iv.  10 ;  that  is,  that  every 
aure  of  grace  might  be  filled  with  gloiy,; 
this  he  promises  to  do :  '*  I  lead  jiit  the^rayoCT 
righteousness,  in  the  midst  of  the  paths  rs^ 
judgment.  That  T  may  cause  those  that  loves 
me,  to  inherit  substance;  and  I  will  fill  their 
treasures,"  Prov.  viii.  19,  20.  This  will  be  the^ 
accomplishment  of  the  good  work  begun,  and: 
this  being  set  before  us  leaves  room  for  ap{i€4 
tite,  for  desires,  longings,  cravings ;  and  wliich 
I  believe  will  never  cease,  where  the  Uolyi 
Spirt  once  sends  his  divine  influence  tbroi^^ 
the  soul,  until  we  are  filled  with  all  the  fulne» 
of  God.  Many,  many  earnests,  pledges,  tokens 
foretastes,  firs t'^fi^u its,  &c.  arc  given  by  tlie  way^ 
to  assure  us  of  this  all-satisfying  banquet,  after 
which  we  shall  hunger  no  more,  nor  thirst  any 
more.         Adieu, 

Til  E  DOCTOR- 
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LETTER  IX. 

I  vi)  not  suppose  that  my  writing  to , 

is  Tery  acceptable,  because  uiiberrf  f  will  repre- 
sent me  no  better  tlian  a  liar,  or  a  flatterer  at 
beiL  David  said  in  his  ha^td^'  ^^  All  men  are 
liars^"  Samuel,  Nathan,  Gad,  Abiathar,  all  that 
told  him  he  should  be  king,  thatOod  had  given 
him  the  kingdom  of  eternal  royalty,  that  he 
was  an  object  of  God's  love  and  choice,  a  man 
after  his  own  heart,  that  he  was  to  be  the 
father  of  the  promised  Messiah,  and  heir  of 
God's  eternal  mercy,  and  that  God  had  sworn 
by  his  holiness  that  he  would  never  lie  unto 
David;  all  these,  unbelief  called  liars,  and  if 
■I  "■■■  classes  me  among  this  number,  I  shall 
not  be  ashamed  of  my  company.     The  worst 

thing  that »  can  say  of  himself  is,  that  he 

is  shut  up  in  unbelief,  and  in  bondage  under 
the  law,  I  defy  him  to  say  any  thing  worse  of 
himself  than  this ;  all  his  sins  are  nothing, 
when  compared  to  unbelief;  the- former  inftict 
the  wound,  but  this  opposes  the  only  remedy. 
When  God  pulls  down  Zion  he  appears  in 
wrath,  in  judgment,  and  in  terrible  majesty, 
but  it  is  charity  that  raises  the  edifice;  'MVhen 
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he  builds  up  Zion,  be  appears  in  bis  glory,"  in. 
bis  bijL^ui},  bis  lu\'.-,  bis  lut'icy,  bis  pity,  and  iiL 
his  compassion  ;  be  deligbttth  in  tbese,  and  ftt;; 
ihese  unbelief  kicks,  aad  fp  keep  these  fron|g| 
us,  Satan  by  unbebef  works.     Yea,  says  — jJ 
and   tliis  was  tbe  test  aad  touci)stoiie,(if  tti^S 
Jews.  i)c  seat  his   angel  before    tbcm   ia   Uhn 
desert,    and  with    all   bis  covenant  names 
nicicy  and  pardon  in  biin,  apd  tbey  ^elievqf' 
not,  and  so  failed  of  the  promised  rest,    "^1)^ 
he  brouglit  tliem  under  another  trial,  tcUjiy 
them  as  before,  "Tins  is  my  beloved  Son,  hear 
ye  him,"  and  here    tbey   failed  of  the  betCi;! 
rest;  tbey  believed  not,  and  so  made  God  a  U% 
and  for  tbeir  unbelief  tbey  were  broken  off;  ai)4- 
left  without  God,    and  without  hope  in  lllft 
world. , 

I  ])ave  Ro  dpubt  but  some  of  these  thin^wiy;!^ 
in,; — >—'s  niind,  but  be  is  not  in  tbeir  SiiiSmt 
bad  as  bis  case  may  appear;  tbeir  grand  trial  wa* 
upim  this  he^d,  whether  Christ  was  the  true 
l^Iessiab  or,  no,  on  this  tbeir  weal,  or  wop  tie* 
ponded,  this  wilh  tbem  was  tbe  turning  ptiiatf 
'/  Ipf  you  believe  not  that  I  am,  you  shall  djcin 
yom  sins."  On  Christ's  side  every  prediqtc4 
ciuHtnistance  and  character,  |tbe  miracle^  be  wan 
to  perform,  and  ibe  doctrines  he  was  to  l?^li) 
he  refers  tbcm  to  the  scriptures,  "  Searclv  tli(5 
scriptures;"  to  bis  works,  the  works  tliat  I  ^Q 
bear  witness  of  me;  "  Though  ye  believe  not 
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I,  bfelieve  the  works,"  John,  x.  38 ;  his  works 

We*ft''greatcr  witnesses  than   the   witness  of 

^Ini'  though  his  witness   was  true,   and  the 

ftitlier  bore  witness  of  him  also.     But  they 

denied  his  being  the  Messiah,  they  denied  him 

^   Christ  cctne  in  the  flesh,  and  that  against 

iNe  evidence  of  God,  of  scripture,  and  of  every 

ll^tnitti'  flttd  evidence  allowed  to  be  Valid  in  a 

c^Gftirt  of  kw ;  and  called  him  Beehebub,  and  a 

^trriver,  atid  rejected  him  as  such,  and  do  to 

fttf*day,''and  kte  looking  for  another. 

'  l^OW  ■  ■     ■      stands  not  guilty  hefe,  he  has 

BO'  d6ubt  but  Christ  is  come  iti  the  flesh,  and 

thiit  5esus  of  Nazareth,  the  son  of  Mary  is  he, 

*tet  IS  he  lo()khig  fot  any  other;  this  is  already 

in  his  faith.     Nor  does  he  deny  the  fearful  fall 

^  man,  norgiv^  God  the  lie  in  his  testimony  of 

tHiftMeeeitfuIness  of  the  human  heart,-  calling 

l^ftrtliclf  righteous,  and  boasting  of  fiJec  will  tod 

TOiibln  power,   this   is  in  his   faith  i  bf  heart 

«3haidy.     Nor  is  he  so  ignorant  of  God's  jUstict 

w  to  think  Christ  died  in  vain,  and  that  mail 

ftii  fefe  saV^d  without  satisfaction  made  to  laW 

^y 'Justin,  by  the  satisfaction  of  a  surety.     Hfe 

«WibtS  not  of  himself  being  a  lost  sinner,  nor 

*«  he  doubt  of  Christ's  ability  to  save  to  the 

Wtdrtnost  all  that  come  to  God  by  him;   all 

'His  grouhd  is  already  gained,  and  we  are  left 

Wth  all'OUr  doubts  and  fears  hanging  upon  one 

Imgle  act  tyf  his  sovereign  will :  "  If  £hou  wilt/ 
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-thou  canst  Wake  meilefan/^  Mftttt  ▼uiiStf'flll 

8ays        ■..-,  If  I  coald  believe  th^tiheol^llil 

I  should  rest  contented.    Thnsltfaenti^jMi 

thing  lackmj^  iii  feith,  on  that  9ide«iaC<tfaei4|iN9l 

tiDh,'  and'one  bn  his  ovtii  Co  kiioW  ^ht  h6fk0 

to  be  huniblM  to.^uitoiit  rto  be  sieved  Jkr4SUi 

-way,  to  be  inadis  WHlittg  l>y  the  pe««i(i«^^ 

;anger;  tii  iftll  ?fi  |iirirhT  iliiTh  iinjtn  th^fcili 

I>)rd  has  no  ^11  to  "Mffi*.  WUt  thwflienaiM 

whole  ?  nor,  '<  BelieiMtiflhoo  tbaftii;  ai»>«bMI 

do  this?**    Tbei^rand  qiiebtioais,  Wi\y4Mtaiit$ 

in  me  to  do?  I  atii  billing  to  sobqiitito  Jijji^ytJfcJ 

!to  his  laur^  tad 't6  his  sceptre^  Hfr'beiAitti.M 

make  bare  his  holy  arm,  and  itiake  me  teKoifci 

the  report,  so  as  to  obey  him^  or  to  yiddi'lii 

obedience  of  faith.  :   liiilw 

The  isles,  co^vin<ied  of  sin,  and  of  the  siau'«i 

unbelief  in  particular,  are  to  wut  foi  .his>iiA; 

Ibut  While  the  vision  tarlries,  the  heart and^flad 

fail;  *^  Hope  deferred  niaketh  the  heart.sicbb' 

this  isodr  present  case  and  state,  and/UnlpsaAlA 

coqie  by  hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  word  ;  oi 

unless  the  word  come  with  power,  jn  the  Holji 

X?host,  and  with  much  assurance,  I  must  faiat, 

for  of  myself  I  cannot  believe.     Sure!  am  this 

is  the  strait  gate;  '^  I  am  in  a  strait,''  says  Paul, 

"  betwixt  two;"  the  will,  the  understandiwg, 

and  the  earnest  mind  are  got  in,  but  the  heart, 

conscience,  and  affections  are  left  out :  I  am 

in  a  great  strait,  says  such  a  soul,  not  knowing 
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bkh  to  choose ;  unbelief  says  it  is  in  vain  to 
I  back,  but  terror  and  torment  say,  press  on. 
ic  place  is  too  strait  for  us,  says  the  Gentiles 
^  Isaiah,  make  room  for  us  that  wc  may 
rcll;  nothing  here  will  make  room  or  enlarge 
it  love,  that  is  it,  aye  it.  is  so,  but  will  love 
ner  come  to  me?  **  Shall  I  cause  to  travail  and 
bt  cause  to  bring  forth  ?**  shall  I  teach  them 
at  of  my  law,  aiid  chasten  them  and  fill  them 
ridt  fears  and  labour,  and  not  lead  them  to 
/hrist  in  whom  my  love  is  fixed  on  them  ?  or, 
?  Shall  I  tause  to  bring  forth,"  from,  a  death  yf 
flo,  aud  insensibility,  **  and  then  ,  shut  thp 
wmb  ?  saith  thy  God ;"  or  withhold  from 
fctm  my  promised  Spirit,  grace,  and  power, 
rhich  is  treasured  up  in  my  promise  to  Christ, 
fid  to  his  seed  ?  I  expect  no  better  answer  to 
bit,  than,  ^'  O  thou  man  of  God,  do  not  lie  un- 
O'thine  handmaid,^'  2  Kings,  iv.  l6  ;  however  I 
to  Bot  write  either  to  please  the  devil,  or 
amal  reason.     Mv  kind  love  to  all  friends, 

W.  H.  S.S. 


•  •  .1. , 
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^  LETTEK    X. 

^  TO  THE  REV.  J.  J. 

IV .  

■fti>  my  Dear  Brother,  my  Son,  imtl  my  faiUitul  ltllo«4irMM 
and  fcUow-labouT«r.  i 

I  HAVE  just  been  begging  of  God  in  be-- 
half  of  my  dear  and  tried  friend,  and  I  found 
much  boldness,  mucli  freedom,  and  the  full' 
assurance  of  faith  that  would  take  no  denial;  _ 
for  if  ever  God  gave  to  man  an  honest  heart  in' 
this  world,  or  if  any  one  man  in  all  the  world  ' 
ever  received  the  word  in  an  honest  and  good 
heart,  you  did  ;  and  if  love  to  the  truth,  and' 
love  to  the  saints,  be  an  evident  token  of  adop- 
tion, the  badge  of  a  real  disciple,  and  a  full! 
proof  of  our  passing  from  death  unto  life,  1^ 
vow,  1  protest,  I  swear  in  the  name  of  tVe 
living  ^od,  that  these  tokens,  these  badges, 
these  infallible  proofs,  and  tliese  things  that 
accompany  salvation,  liave  been  for  many  years 
both  upon  me  and  thee. 

I  have  prayed,  I  have  wept,  I  have  laboured, 
I  have  travailed  for  thee  both  in  body  and  m 
mind  ;  I  have  loved  thee  with  an  undissembled 
Jove,  and  God  declares,  "  They  shall  not  la- 
bour in  vain,  nor  bring  forth  for  trouble  :  for 
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hey  arc  the  seed  of  the  blessed  of  the  Lord, 
md  their   offspring  with  them,  Isa.   Ixv.   23. 
'Iiou  shalt  never  be  damned,  nor  die  in  des- 
811  r,  if  the  word  of  God  be  true.     I  have  with 
le  fullest  assurance,  with  all   boldness,  and 
ith  the  eneigy  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  told  God 
II  tbb^  and  pleaded  it  with  him  in  prayer ;  and 
.iiavoa  full  persuasion  that  something  of.iluA 
ower  which  i&  upon  me,  will  attend  this. 
.1  saw  poor  James  B.  last  night,  and  I  think 
Ijahallaee  him  no  niore  till  this  nuserable  U£b 
be  at  an  end,  but  he  seems  meek,  quiet,  ip 
peadr,  .and   with  a  good  hope;  and  is  such  ai* 
sbrteton  as  I  neixr  saw.     He.  has  e^er  been  a/ 
P90r  afflicted  creature^    much  bound  in  spirit^ 
v^ry  (lark,  and  little  comforted.  But  God  ktpt 
^ft  diligent,    tender  hearted^    truly  honetflj 
^ttoimspcct,  and  upright ;  and  he  is  now  going  . 
^  reap  the  fruits  of  his  honest  and  dilgent/ 
^^bours.    God  bless  thee,  my  dearly  beloved 

W«    ll«    w).  iJ« 


LETTER    XI. 

TO  MR.  J.  B. 
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.[■i:  Well  brother  trade  how  goes  business 
on,  have  you  plenty  of  patientSj  are  you  at 
work  uight  and  day?  if  not  I  am ;  I  mix  many 
ingredients  by  night,  and  carry  them  forth  by 
day.  Broken  bones  and  broken  hearts,  the 
leprosy,  and  the  plague,  often  break  outamonj  ' 
us ;  inward  fevers  from  the  fiery  law,  thai  ' 
worketh  wrath,  and  the  influenza  from  the  old 
man  of  sin,  are  too  commoD  at  this  seasonof 
the  year. 

Many  groanings    have  I  to  attend,   niiojf 
pregnant  women   who   look  every   hour,  aaiL  - 
whose  reckoning,  according  to  their  aceouat*^ 
has  been  out  these  three,  some  four,  and  sontev 
five  years ;  these  conclude  they  have  passed. tli^ 
time,  and  shall  always  be  big,  bring  forth  wii)d» 
or    die    in    labour.      Many,    many   dilficulliea, 
singular  cases,  and  strange  influenza's,. flt^i)' 
our  profession ;   and  in  these  I  act  as  yw«^    j 
In  gouty  complaints,  I  recommend  flannelt^tlw 
obedience  of  the  Lamb,  and  patience;  to  drop:    ' 
sical,  lethargy,  and  drowsy  complaints,   I  cire- 
scribe  bitter  herbs,  wormwood,  gall,  and  alon. 
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gether  with  a  little  nitre,  or  the  fire  of  spi« 
ual jealousy;  the  former  promote  appetite, 
d  the  latter  perspiration :  for  jealousy  is  the 
se  to  a  careless  saint,  as  the  golden  fly  is  to 
sluggish  bullock,  it  will  move  him  when  a 
re  of  an  inch  long  will  have  do  effect. 
To  bilious  complaints,  such  as  gripes  in  the 
Dscience,  straitness  in  the  bowels,  or  heavt- 
99  in,  the  heart,  I  administer  or  recommend 
tittle  of  the  new  wine  of  the  kingdom  j  this 
for  their  stomach's  sake,  and  their  often  in- 
mities.  But  for  those  afflicted  with  the  stone, 
do  not  mean  gall  stones  in  the  liver,  gravel 
ones  in  tlie  kidneys,  or  chalk  stones  in  the 
ints,  but  flint  stones,  an  adamant  stone  in 
i€  heart ;  for  this  complaint  I  generally  hold 
tih  the  oil  of  joy,  and  the  juice  of  the  spiced 
ilfe  of  the  pomegranate,  the  former  is  of  a 
^ftening,  dissolving  nature  ;  and  the  latter  is 
tebriating  and  enlivening.     In  costive  habits, 
i^ecommend  hyssop,  and  saline  draughts,  hys- 
^p.  purges,    and  salt    keeps    matters    open; 
Have  salt  in  yourselves,  and  be  at  peace  one 
ith  another :''  but  for  all  inward  bruises  and 
fben  wounds,   I  have  recourse  to  the  balm  of 
ilead,  and  consult  the  great  physician  there, 
lis  is  a  sure  restorative. 

Tjp  swelling  humoursj  white  swellings,  boils,- 
ptures,  and  breakings  out,  figs  for  a  plaster  is 
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my  choice  remedy,  I  meaTi  such  figs  as  g«m 
upon  the  good  fi»;  ti^  the  humbling  gracrs  ol 
the  Holy  Spirit,  as  an  eflcrfual  remedy  for  af 
sweUings,  and  breakings  out.  For  all  vunnin| 
sores,  such  as  run  in  the  night  and  cease  not,  a| 
which  time  the  patient  ret'uacs  to  he  comihrte(/» 
I  generally  recommend  ahandage,  and  order  it 
to  he  put  tight,  and  to  swaddle  the  part  affected  ' 
with  many  foUls.  The  hest  rollers  or  swaddling 
hands,  are  those  ciJlcd  the  cords,  or  bands 
oi'  love  ;  and  I  now  have  been  in  practise  thirty 
years,  and  to  my  knowledge,  I  never  observed 
this  remedy  to  fail. 

For  all  ricketty,  hobbling,  or  halting  com- 
plaints, or  relaxation  in  the  nerves  or  muscles,' 
I  prefer  the  girdle  of  truth ;  "  Gird  up  the  loins 
of  your  mind,  be  sober,"&c;  as  for  cratches^ 
stilts,  sticks,  and  all  iron  bows,  and  stays,  F 
never  recommend.  Cold  water  for  thirsty 
sottls  ;  good  news  from  a  far  country,  for  nif-' 
lancholy  complaints;  bathing  up  to  the  ancles,' 
knees,  and  loins  in  the  water  of  life,  for  stiff- 
ness in  the  joints,  I  am  very  partial  to.  Sincere 
milk  I  recommend  to  young  ones,  whose  leftti 
ar^.'  too  weak  t(»  mump  a  hard  crust,  or  grincf 
strong  meat;  strong  drink  I  gcncralfy  make 
use  of  to  tlicm  that  are  ready  to  perish,  andoW 
wines  on  the  lees  to  those  of  heavy  hearts. 
Honey  I  generally  give  to   lying-in  womei, 
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linfn  their  legal  labour  is  over,  and  love  has 
cast  out  fear;  this  so  sweeteus  their  spirits,  as 
to  make  them  forget  their  anguish  ioi  y>y  that 
the  new  man  is  .brought  forth.  But  in  all  dan* 
gerous  symptoms,  perilous  cases,  or  those 
chronic  disorders  that  have  any  desperate  ap- 
pearance, I  generally  apply  the  leaves  of  the 
ttfteof  life;  t;bi&  is  more  sovereign  in  such  cases 
thttk  either  the.  pope's  extreme  unction,  wafers, 
cr-  hdy  'Water;  it  revives  the  expiring,  and 
ghd  life  even  to  the  dead. 

Now  thoi^h  I  know  you  do  not  make  use 
of  my  medicines  in  your  line  of  practise,  yet 
l-thiHk  you  will  acknowledge  the  salutary 
efEeetf  of  many  of  these  prescriptions.  Brother 
tndoi  Doctor  Sack's  kind  love  to  Doctor  B. 
^Wttkes  that  your  trade  may  decrease,  and 
.  tBat  mine  may  increase ;  ^o  prays  '  the  gentle- 
nuaiof  the  faculty*  Love  to  Mrs.  B.  excuse 
^"ine  and  outs,  spelling  and  enditing;  the 
^^gfats  Mxm  canje,  and  were  as  soon  down. 

'  W.  H.  S.S. 


LETFER    XIX. 


Dear  Friend, 

1  HAVE  found  in  my  mind  some  degree  of 
reluctance  in  writing  to  you,  as  many  who  w«t 
formerly  enemies,  have  in  their  distresses,  fled 
to  me,  and  afterwards  have  been  no  small 
plagues  and  scourges  to  me;  and  I  have  beea 
the  more  backward,  on  account  of  the  scuffle 

about atP,  for  my  enemies  are  very  glad 

to  see  me  take  notice  of  any,  who  have  in  any 
sense  lain  under  any  scandal ;  nevertheless,  i£ 
the  work  upon  you  be  of  God,  I  wish  carnal- 
ly to  see  you  througii,  and  out  of  it.  .J 
To  set  our  secret  sins  in  the  light  Of  G<^ 
Countenance,  and  quicken  us  to  feel  the  gu"' 
of  them,  and  the  bondage  and  wrath  whict 
the  la\y  leveals,  and  works  in  the  convinced 
sinner,  is  God's  work ;  and  all  that  come  tc 
Christ  for  pardon,  peace,  and  rest,  must  b* 
ta  iirlit  of  God  out  of  tlie  law;  "  Everyone 
that  V.ath  heard,  and  learned  of  the  Father, 
comes  to  Christ,"  and  none  else ;  hence  the 
blessing,  "  Blessed  is  the  man  whom  thou 
ehastencst,  O  Lord,    and  teachest  him   out  of 


r  law ;  that  thou  mayest  give  him  rest  from 
5  days  of  adversity,  until  the  pit  be  digged 
the  wicked,"  Psal.  xciv.  12,  13.  Y6u  will 
7 ex  come  out,  till  you  are  humbled  to  accept 
\  punishment  of  your  iniquity. 
kVhen  we  are  brought  to  believe  it  is  for  our 
>€i,  and  that  in  very  faithfulness  God  afflicts 

to  fear  carnal  ease :  to  fear  being  given 
to  our  own  heart's  lust ;  to  fear  our  convic- 

should  go  off,  and  not  terminate  in  pardon, 

,  &c.  and  when  they  appear  to  abate,  and 
"bo  deliverance  wrought  out  for  us,  we  find 

ling  after  them,  and  a  struggling  to  get 
l^r  the  load  again  ;  to  an  hungry  soul  thus 
ight,  even  these  bitter  things  are  sweet, 
^li  compared  to  carnal  sefeurity.  These 
di^s  attending  oiir  convictions,  will  end  I'n 
amission  to  th6  will  of(jrod,  and  is  no  lest 
tn  accepting  the  punishment  of  our  iniquity. 
^U  will  never  hasten  this  work<  by  any  carnal 
fifins  thait  you  can  devise ;  to  persevere  in 
j^ypr,  watching  thereunto,  reading  and  me- 
itating,  waiting  and  quietly  hoping  for  the 
ilvation  of  the  Lord,  is  what  God  requires  of 
chsible  sinners,  whom  he  is  teaching  his  way. 

Farewell. 

W.  HUNTINGTON,  S.S. 


^1  I  RECEIVED  your  ^pisdp,. but  atti,w>rr^j«| 
|hould  giveyouiaelf  so  much  tiouML",as  I  y^t% 
for  iiolliing;  but  strcagth,  and  mure  gi  ace.  W. 
have  no  command  over  tiiese  gales  ;  this  wift 
blowetb  where  it  listetli,  and  we  feel  the  po*ci 
Ihtreot",  but  cannot  tell  whence  it  cometh  ,ii« 
■whither  it  goeth ;  so  is  every  one  that  is  bon 
,of  till*  Spirit.  This  wind  always  blows  at  ooe 
pL>int;  there  are  no  motions  toward  God,  no 
desires  alter  Iiim,  thoughts  of  him,  lovetohim, 
nor  longing  after  him,  till  this  wind  blowi 
.them  thitlierward  ;  the  north  wind  awaken^  tjic 
conscience,  but  it  is  the  south  wind  that  makee 
the  spices  flow  out,  so  as  for  the  beloved  tq 
[Cpme  into  his  garden,  and  eat  his  pleasant 
fruits,  or  to  be  entertained  with  the  lively  ex- 
ercise of  his  own  grace. 

The  preparation  of  man's  heart  is  of  the  Lwd; 
where  he  gives  an  intense  desire,  he  promises 
they  that  wait  for  him  shall  have  the  desire  of 
their  heart;  if  he  creates  an  appetite,  he  will 
fill  the  hungry  with  good  things.  If  he  wound! 
a  sinner  he  promises  to  heal  hiin  ;  if  he  bring: 
him  low,  he  will  Uft  him  up ;  if  he  labours  am 


4r 

n  heavy  laden,  he  promises  that  he  shall  find 
jrest  for  his  soul ;  and  I  know  that  he  is  a  faith- 
£iil,  promise-keeping,  and  promise-fulfilling 
Ciody  whose  counsel  shall  stand  fast,  and  whose 
pleasure  shall  be  done.  Patiently  wait  and 
quietly  hope,  for  God  declares,  they  shall  not 
be  ashamed  that  wait  for  him. 

He  vSIl  ere  long  say  to  the  prisoner,  Go  forth 

into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God; 

and  to  them  that  sit  in  darkness.  Shew  your* 

selves;  and  then  they  are  no  longer  hid,  either 

from  the  church  of  God>  or  from  the  world  ; 

lihen  he  that  stammered  shall  speak  plainly,  and 

Wy,  •*  My.  father,  my  God,  and  the  rock  of  my 

salvation,"  Psal.  Ixxxix.  Sb'i  without  the  mis- 

giving  checks  of  a  purblind  conscience,  or  the 

daringcontradictionsof  an  accusing devili  which 

together  with  unbelief  and  servile  fear,  are  the 

causes  of>:.his  stammering,   and  of  his  faltering 

in  'liis  speech.     Excuse,  haste  as  I  am  a  .man  in 

a  world  of  bu&iness,  and  tender  my  kind  love 

to  all  friends. 

W.  HUNTINGTON. 


»■'■ 

.(' 

I  LETTER    XIV. 

'■  ■■  TO  MR.  D. 

ijl^y  Deatly  Belnvpil  Brother  in  th^  \jjt&  Jtsoa^ 
■        pcMe  *e  multiplied  tD  lh*e,  tliroujffa  our  (mly  1^- 

•  flfT'fiiith  for  thee,  and  my  hope  of  tl 
I^rd'j)  appearing  for  tliee,  was  much  encou 
ajrerf  hy  some  few  hints  which  dropped  fw; 
^t>u  yesterday.  Heretofore  1  have  sailed  agaift 
wind  and  tide,  nevertheless  I  could  not  gilt 
quite  up,  biit  was  often  led  out  with  renew< 
fervour  and  earnestness.  Finding  you  contioi 
ally  to  get  Morsc  and  worse,  and  always  ii 
foiining  me  that  no  hope  appeared,  tried  % 
sorely;  but  the  constancy  of  your  coming  I 
my  mind  in  prayer,  and  the  energy  God  oftl 
ga^e  m'e  in  the  work,  strengthened  my  ftil 
as  much  as  you  staggered  it;  "If  we  belli;' 
49or,  yet  he  ahidetli  faitliful;  be  cannot  iki 
liii«>cIf»")^iTiin4ii..,^;  and  \»  thpreiftliy'tlw 
JOQ  Jtard  for  the  Lord?  ■ , ,. ,  ,  ^j  ©j , 

Yesterday  after  [  left  you  I  shtit  n^f^j 
to  9earch  the  scriptures,  and  to  wait  ^uyj^itl 
Lord  for  a  message,  and  in  reading  the.f^t^ 
Isaiah,  I  found  I  ha<l  by  no  means  ^^gKQJr 
tbe  command  and  authority  givep  t^.a  ^rg|i 
in  the  gospel,  for  I  found  much  more  coco 
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gagement,  and  a  positive  order  written  by  the 

prophet,  to  go  further  than  I  have  gone  with 

you;  therefore  take  encouragement  and  hoipe 

to  the  end :  '*  The  kingdom  of  heaven  suffereth 

violence,   and  the  violent  take  it  by  force;*' 

satan  would  not  lay  so  much  about  him,  if  the 

Holy  Spirit  did  not  molest  him.    God   will 

avenge  his  own  elect,  who  in  soul  cry  day  and 

bight  unto  him. 

Sure  I  am  that  thou  wilt  acknowledge  me 
to'theend^.  as  you  have  already  acknowledged 
ttie  in  part.  And  you  well  know  that  I  have 
Always  insisted  upon  it,  that  all  must  experi- 
tteethe  furnace  of  affliction;  that  the  fire  shall 
^  every  man's  work  of  what  sort  it  is ;  and 
that  this  day  of  trial  shall  declare  it,  and  you 
can  now  set  to  your  seal  that  this  is  true ;  and 
thus  you  acknowledge  me  in  part,  and  when 
wist  shines  upon  your  soul,  yon  will  acknow* 
*lUge  rbe  to  the  end.  I  am  fully  persuaded 
'fcte  Ood  is  purging  you,  "  From  all  your  fil- 
tbhiesM  and  from  all  your  idols  will  I  cleanse 
!fMY*  'and  th^n  a  new  heart  and  a  new  Spirit 
!>to  be  given,  tliat  we  may  loath  cmrselves.in 
tbr  o^n  sight  for  our  iniquity. 

Taking  away  our  filthy  garments,  purging  us 

Rblii  the  spirit  of  this  world,  and  bowing  our 

ktttbbom  and  rebellious  wills  to  gospel  submis* 

^dOy  is  the  hardest  work  ;  it  is  but  for  the  sun 

D 


:^f  righteousness  to  tixv&R  and.  ^iiUr»  «(i(4iili^4^ 

rest  ifi  done;  light  and  Iieat^  rtghte«iU9^f^4^ 

/beating,  or  in  6t^t  words  under8^Q^B|;^;||||d 

4ore»  pardon  and  justification^'  all  att^n^^^je 

^'s  of  the  I^rds' countenance  i^  o.ncc  i^,^y 

p(K>r  dear  Brother,  Farewell^  lay  paw|vc^jS[)il^t 

^0  hvi  >vHl»  and  hoinhte  thyself  «^d^rj^i9|^py^, 

,tyi^  he  vill    exalt  thee^  in  dv^e\^tifnif^\  ^(f^ 

conclude,  .  .,,     .  r^:.,,,  ^,^^ 

Youf  8  niost  affectionately JnCliy^tJjE^^ 

•  •  ■    ■  ■■''ill 


LETTER  XV. 


'   'I> 


■  ^■^, 


Ik 


4  J' 


TO  THE  SAME.  ,.  nJ 

To  tmp  ct  the  ancieQt  line  ia  litieiii  wH- 
.*e«Bt»  p^-  tb^  covenant  lin^  in  geneakjgy/'  tp 
whom  thjB  holy  commandmeDt  canie  linieri  upc^ 
.)in^  ^nfi  preempt  \g)on  prepept,  line  upon  Iim, 
b^e  ali^tje  and  tl^folajit^io  for  the  belieyer, 
tha(  the  3«lf-rigbteoi\s  might  go  and  fall  biKJ^ 
ward;  in  whose  bj^lidlf  judgment  was  lata  to 
the  lloe^.  and  righteqi^Rrtes^.  to  the  pltt^nnieL 
that  tl)e  bail  niig^ht;  ^weep  away  the  refttg^  dT 
lies,  and  that  Ziou's  foundations  might  appew 
plaini  and  her  refuge  be  brought  to  ligtxt^ 
-which    line  in    the   apostolic    commission   is 
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i^ttetohed  out  to  reach  even  to  us,  in  preaching 
the  gospel  of  Christ.  Call  it  the  scarlet  line  let 
'dfown  from  the  windows  of  heavenly  Kg'ht,  to 
cbnvey  us  safe  Over  the  wall  that  is  daubed 
ifit^  ilnteinpered  mortar,  that  we  may  eseisipe 
the  city  devoted  to  ruin,  and  etnhrkte  that 
Whfeh  ha9  salvation  for  walls  and  bulwarks. 
'Oh !  bfed^ed  foundation,  which  bore  up  utidl^r 
€Mir  weight,  and  bore  away  both  the  sthig  bf 
death  and  sentence!  of  death,  as  a  tried  stone; 
€nd  having  endured  the  worst,  nowdelights  in 
the  best  part  of  the  work,  and  to  all  real  adven- 
turers appears  a -sure  foundation,  that  sinks 
not  under  the  weight,  nor  deceives,  nor  disap- 
points those,  who  drop  with  all  their  burthens 
at  bis  feet,  and  trust  in  his  faithfulness  and 
truth,  and  in  his"  finished  work.  I  wish  you 
both  a  happy  christmas,  and  that  your  holidays, 
r||>ay  be  days  of  the  Son  of  roan,  visiting  days, 
eood  days,  cfays  of  espousal,  days  of  salvation, 
anA  days  of  the  gladness  of  his  heart;  attended 
with  the  voice  of  joy,  and  the  voice  of  glad' 
ness,  the  voice  of  the  bridegroom,  and  the 
voice  of  the  bride,  the  voice  of  praise,  and  the 
voice  of  thanksgiving :  **  Praise  the  Lord  for 
he  is  goo(f,  for  his  mercy  endurcth  for  ever."* 
O  that  we  had  a  little  more  of  him,  and  of  his 
presence,  but  how  short  are  his  visits  ;  a  way- 
fstrJng  man  he  is  that  turns  aside  and  tarries 
itt  a  night,  and  when  he  goes,  seems  to  tak« 


r 


vJ^.Ja^f^asbdfaU.wUli  bim,  and  leaves  mjm 
sUliy  dqves  without  a  heart,  without  a  beart  fq 
aoy  thing,  uuless  for  vanity.  ,^ 

..,3ut  shall  he  turn  away  and  not  return?  }^j( 
hp  will  revive  his  work,  "  Tliey  shaii  revive  a 
the  corn."  But  when?  Why,  when  uiiIk-Uc( 
ajQd ,  slavish  fear,  and  rebellion  have  atnio^l 
barred  him  out  for  good  aud  all,  then  he  put^ 
in  his  hand  by  the  hole  of  the  door;  "  Opel 
tp  me  my  sister  my  spouse."  And  when  va 
are  almost  starving  through  fasting,  the  Son.^j 
man  being  taken  from  us,  and  we  left  to  fast 
iq  those  days,  then  he  comes;  "  Children  hav< 
you  any  meat?"  for  he  will  not  suffer  the  soul; 
f>f  the  righteous  to  perish.  Again,  when  tin 
god  of  this  world  hath  almost  blinded  our  eyes 
and  we  have  lost  all  sight  and  sense  of  him,  Ik 
walks  in  the  mft^tof  th^  candl^ticks;  "Tt> 
Lord  shall  light  my  candle;  the  Lord  shall  en 
lighten  my  darkness,"  PsaL  xviii.  28;  for  he  i 
^4|4^U  be  our  everlasting  light,  pMr  Qt)^  |^ 
our  glory. 

t  £ut:poqr,^i(ia  must  mourn  for  him,  andb^ 
ffa^itbe  losfrof  him,  though  he  loves, her,  hu 
^^psstt'Jio'ii  redeemed  her,  founded  her,  eiUi 
bJ&Bli^dtJlie^  and  promised  to  make  her  bis  eter- 
nal dwelling  uid' resting  plare.  Yet  he  wiH 
gft.and  comct  to  try  love,  pruvoke  to  jealosy 
kindle  desire^  and  excite  to  watchfulness,  uu 
%a  make  his  absence  terrible,  that  bis  presenc 
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m&y  be  the  more  admirable,  the  heart  more 
tlftder,  and  the  fear  of  offending' him  the  more^ 
8tik)ng  in  us.  He  often  dandles  one  upon  the 
knee,  that  the  other  may  stand  weeping  be'*" 
hhid  the  wall ;  and  kisses  another  that  the 
iburth  my  be  fainting  in  love-sickness,  to  make 
ill  ^more  suspicious  of  a  divided  heart  You 
'Aity  ste  my  pen  runs  on  like  the  drilling  of 
Sihti,  but  I  must  pull  up  and  pull  in,  and  leaVe 
m^  chariot  paved  with  love  to  tlie  management 
dif  him  who,  or  ever  we  are  aware,  makes  tlie 
ibMl  like  the  chariot  of  Aminadid. 

'  '  '  Grace  and  peace  be  with  thee, 

;'  *'  W.  H.S.S. 


LETTER   XVI. 


it .. 
a:  TO  THE  SAME, 


^  My  Dearly  Beloved  Brother  in  Christ  Jesus,  grace  and  peace 

be  multiplied. 

■  ^1  WAS  not  a  little  comforted  to  find  thee  in  a 
fcfeovering  state,  and  it  added  to  my  gratitude 
tb  God  to  hear  that  you  \vas  still  gathering 
strength.  I  do  most  earaestly  hope,  that  the 
Lbrd  will  give  you  a  little  of  the  new  wine  of 
the  kingdom,  and  that  for  thy  stomach's  sake, 
ktfd  thine  often  infirmities,  particularly  that  of 


infidtiity,  ior  1  think  if  Thoinai  aod  you  M 
been  boCh  alive  together,  tli«t\ou  it-ouUbavil> 
strengthened  each  others  haodb  to  that  Afptt. 
that  oven  putting  the  fingers  into  tiie  |}tiDt»0$i 
the  nails,  it  would  not  Imve  been  uiAkientUi^ 
remove  the  bar.  >■ 

I  hope  to  see  this  thy  epilepsy  cured  ere  liiiij^ 
I  was  very  sorry  that  I  bap[>enud  to  rail  j/M^ 
upon  the  return  of  thy  lit,  tor.  ]  tbiak  of  ilUf 
deriU  this  must  he  that  kind,  that  gocth  wAr' 
out  but  by  prayer  and  fasting.  Nothioff  tuHD  ' 
can  silence  tJic  lips  of  trnth,  or  tjucnch  ibfl^ 
Spirit  more  than  a  gainsaying  devil.  "^^^^ 
Shuoamite  silenced  Elisha  wilh  this  tnfiuencctB 
and  the  unbelieving  lord  in  Samaria  served  hinn 
the  same,  but  neither  of  them  made  the  prophetM 
a  liar;  "  If  we  believe  not  he  aliideth  ^'^^'f-*^ 
he  cannot  deny  himself."  ■  r  .(  t.nrll 

I  think  this  fiery  trial-will  shat^en  thya^f^ 
the,  and  I  hope  if  it  please  God  to  restore  ihlBCfci 
that    thou    wilt    6nd   some    sweet    morsels  ■([ 
Zion'a    entertainments.      Many    promises   are 
made  to  the  hungry  and  thirsty,  and  to  the  poor 
and  needy,   and  faithful  is  he  that  bath  pro- 
mised i  but,  "He  that  believeth  shall  not  make 
haste."     God  will  be  waited  on  and  waited  frr. 
and  they  shall  not  be  ashamed  that  wait  for 
him.     My  dear  friend  wants  a  little  more  sub- 
miBsion  to  the  will  of  God,   to  enable  him  to 
kiss  the  rod,  and  to  humble  himself  under  the 
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di^itfr-hatid  of  Goc],  that  he  may  exalt  hitn>  in : 
dietthne^  which  is  what  I  believe  he  will  da 

OcHDe,  Thomas,  he  of  good  cheer,  the^e  is  - 
sMihopein  Israel,  there  is  balai -among  Gods  • 
hskp  of  witnesses,  and  there  is  a  Physician  ia 
Zioa ;  and  sure  I  am  that  ncme  ever  died  un-^ 
der  his  hands*    None  that  ever  sought  under  a 
stele  of  their  sickness,  failed  of  a  cure,  and  this 
ii^Mhe  itncouragement  to  those  that  feel  theijr 
tkeii  titd,  **  Blessed  is  the  man  that  heafeth- 
iMi  wafeehing^  daily  at  my  gsitt%  waiting  at  the- 
puts  ;of  my  doors.     For  wboso  iindeth  vm 
fticteth  rrfe,and8ball  obtain  favour  of  the  Loht/V. 
Itt'due  time,  my  dear  brother,  we  shall  reap  if 
^it^faint  not ;  '^  He  that  shall  come  #ill  eerm^'* 
at^his  own  appointed  time ;  his  reward  is  with 
Mk;^  and  his  work  before  him.    Tehder  my 
kind  love  and  respects  to  Mrs.  D.  for  t  know 
^Wndie  is  in  the  farth.*  The  Lord  bless^  kedp, 
Mil  deliver  you,    is  the  earnest  deBite  and 

'    I*aycr  of, 

L    "^^i'  Dearly  lielo\*ed) 

''"''-:  •  Ever  your's,   ■ 

' .  w.  H.  s;». 


VJ/!   ' 


WyiilW  »*»rti»  ,-»■■■  '"I* 

TO  THE  Same. 


Dear  Brother  in  Christ  Jetus  our  Lnid.  ' 

Th  is  comes  to  inform  you  that  I  am  in  daily 
expectation  of  a  funeral,  and  of  a  jubilee.  Th* 
day  of  an  apprentice's  apprenticesliip,  is  called* 
a  (|^y  for  buryiog  his  wife.  1  have  been  an  ap' 
prentice  fourteen  years,  I  have  served  f(X,M 
wife,  and  for  a  wife  I  have  kept  sheep,  aae 
espoused  many,  not  for  myself  but  for  lu^ 
J^rd.  I  have  under  him,  fed  many  &heep  %! 
|]ia  pasture,  and  tliroughout  the  whole  tiro^ 
XMve  been  a  servant  of  servants,  a  servant  .C4( 
the  church,  and  a  servant  to  the  lendersj.C* 
^laoney;  for  as  tlie  wise  many  says,  "  Thftbot* 
rower  is  servant  to  the  lender."  ,,  ,yiji-*i 

Under  this  yoke  I  have  truly  been,%,vtit<f 
bull  in  a  net;  thousands  of  petitions,  and  in//-' 
IJQ^s  of.  tears  have  not  been  sufficient  %^&^ 
i^pye  it,  only  to  make  it  sit  more  e^j^y.,  i  Jntof 
at  tjme»  drawn  back  in  the  yoke,,and^^ 
pushed  forward,  started  aside,  and,  then,  ^wM 
yipf,  and  after  all  have  been  obligetl  ,Ui  f>lM4 
down  in  the  furrow,  and  longed  foe  th^i^vlM 
country,  where  the  servant  is  free  frj^  lijii 
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lister.  When  the  yoke  is  removed  I  will  hav« 
juUlee  and  a  feast  at  my  house,  under  which 
conclude  in  love  and  affection, 

Your  willing  servant  in  Christ  Jesus, 

W.  HUNTINGTON. 


•  i. 


:  LETTER  XVIIL 

TO  MR.  T. 

•  I  WAS  very  sorry  to  hear  of  roy  p6oT 
Gild's  indispositioni  dejection  of  spirit,  unci 
H^e  temptations,  but  man  is  bom  to  trouble  as 
iM^  sparks  fly  upwards.  However  in  this  my 
^A/t  frieud  is  not  alone,  I  have  had  and  stih 
i^Hre  my  share  of  the  same  bitter  cup.  The 
kViour  of  mankind  has  bruised  the  serpent's 
tetl^  and  satan  will  never  forget  it,  nor  can  he 
i^iveit;  and  seeing  poor  sinners  flying  for 
"rfuge  to  the  Son  of  God,  and  by  him  tp^be 
t^tiMaght  to  that  glory  from  which  he  fell,  makes 
mM  desperate  at  them. 

^Btit  Christ  has  led  captivity  captive,  and 
hilMs  all  the  fallen  angels  in  the  chains  of  their 
BVD  sin,  bound  over  to  the  works  of  darkness, 
ll^learful  expectation  of  future  punishment,  and 
ItfMs  them  in,  and  bounds  their  rage  by  his 
STB  almighty  power.  Therefore  trust  thou  in 
le  Son  of  God,  who  saves  to  the  uttermost  all 


them  thxt  came  to  God  througb  him;  and! 
)\m  promised  to  give  us  power  to  tread  n^ 
serpents,  and  scorpions,  and  over  all  the  pew 
of  the  enemy,  and  nothing  shall  by  any  mea; 
hurt  us.  .-,,, 

The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  tempted  iq  i 
points  as  we  are,  that  he  might  be  a  meicij 
aod  faithful  high-priest,  to  succour  themt^ 
axe  tempted.  Satan  tempted  the  I^rd  hiimt 
to  turn  stones  into  bread,  and  to  fait  down  at 
worship  him  ;  yea  he  took  the  Saviour  up^ai 
carried  him  through  the  air,  and  set  hint  oa 
pinnacle  of  the  temple,  and  tempted  him  to  >el 
murder,  by  bidding  him  throtf  himself  ^d« 
from  thence;  but  ttid  second  Adam  fmled  hit 
defeated  hi>  dark  designs,  and  destroyed  } 
works;  and  his  glorious  vidtdriei^beoonHj  oui 
if  ve  beliere  and  trust  in  him ;  "  Be  of  goi 
cheer,"  says  the  Lord,  "  for  1  have  overcos 
Ae  world :"  and  we  shall  be  radre  thaa  eoi 
qweitorsr  through  him ;  for,  *'  Tbts  U  the  vi^te 
thaili  ovci«onKtfa  the  work),  eve«  ouf  iaitt 
1  John,  V.  4.  I       :   "I  hi^f 

^  I  was  in  hopes  of  acemg  yon  before  tbis-liii 
to  hav^  spent  a  few  weeks  -rndt  taie,  dap 
eouM  be  well  spared  at  this  time.  ibKvelMt 

liAtewise  of  your  drders  to  ■*>- ^  hat^*n 

pat  am  trust  hi  the  Lord,  we  have  mv  oilli 
fhar  what  flesh  end  blood  ean  do  unttf)  ^il^ 
"The  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  fulncaal  Act 


^r*  nfd  thbsfe  who  call  their  lands  hy  their  bwil 
MM«8,  are  no  Aiore  than  stewards  under  the 
httr  of  6n  things,  and  he  will  one  day  let  th^m 
iM^w  it,  when  he  brings  them  to  books.  And 
the  instrument  of  this  evil  will  only  shorteti  hia 
lii^  by  his  duplicity,  for  deceitful  men  shall  not 
iWt  out  half  their  days.  Tender  my  kind  lord 
t^  Biftiy,  and  to  little  Ann.  I  add  no  mottt 
lAit  my  poor  imperfect  prayers,  and  stibseribe^ 
^telf,  the  willing  and  affectionate  servant  itt^ 
Christy  both  of  you  and  your's. 

W.  HUNTINGTOW. 


T 


LETTER   XIX^ 

TO  THE  SAME. 


Ill*;- 

-^^irly  bfloveii  Friend, 

f '  I  MAVi  been  confined  ever  since  last  Mon- 
A^imrek,  with  m  violent  cold  and  a  fever,  but 
Ueased  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  I  am  much 
letter,  he  brings  down  and  he  lifts  up,  he 
f^  ^Btaids  and  faia  hands  make  whole.  What  a 
^  pnaeat  help,  how  faithful  to  his  word,  how 
pf'  4sidfast,  how  near  at  hand  to  them  that  feel  after 
I  hint  ia  times  of  trouble.  My  old  master,  the  de- 
^  Vil^  hath  lain  hard  at  me,  to  inform  me  that  all 
tbese  things  are  against  me,  hut  he  never  tells 


i 


tnt  tliat  all  things  work  together  for  goodto 
tlicm  tiiat  love  God;  uo,  the  Lord  says,  aataa 
il  iibt  divided  against  himself,  if  he  was,^h(rit^ 

tbUld  his  kingdom  stand.  '-   ^"*l 

llow  terrible  is  God  to  the  enemies 'of 'Kli^ 
people,   how  faithful   to   them    that  ftflr'  Klw 
name;  though  he  will  try  us,  cross  us,  dili^ 
poiiH  u5,  visit  our  sins  with  a  rod,  andourini-- 
quitieswith  scourges,  yet  he  will  not  suffer  th^ 
children  of  men  to  do  it,  noi*  to  pass  unpuQiitic^ 
if  they  attempt  it ;  no  says  God,  I  will  undo  al  I 
that  afflict  thee;  and,  "  He  tliat  toucheth  ycmi 
touchetli  the  apple  of  my  eye,"  Zcch.  ii.  8;  foi 
in  all  our  afflictions  he  is  afflicted,  as  ChrisiiS 
and  his  people  arc  one  spirit.    How  your  healt'ft 
is  at  this  time  I  know  not,  but  this  I  kno\»^ 
that  there  is  balm  in  Gileadand  a  physicja.* 
tbj^rc,  who  is  both  tender  and  skilful,  and,wb« 
^ver  undertook  a  case  that  he  did  not  cijr& 
and   the  more  desperate  the  disease,  the  more 
glory  redounded  to  the  great  undertaker. 
.  All  thit  he  requires  in  the  patient  is,  faithw 
his  abilities,  and  love  to  him,  and  thankfulnesf 
for  the  cure  when  it  is  obtained ;  and  so  Ve\  i 
sa)s,  "  I  wiU  bring  it  health  and  cure,  acdf 
will  cure  them,   and  will  reveal  unto  them  tM 
abundauce  of  peace  and  truth.     And  it  sliall 
be  to  roe  a  name  of  joy,  a  pr;iise  and  honoii^ 
before  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  which  shuT 
hear  all  the .  good  that  I  do  unto  them,"  le^ 
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^',  ■  

^^ii.  ,  6,  9.   Being  shut  up  I  h^vc  kq>t  ,95 

Ifflbbilpg  for  these  five  or  six  days  togetheri, 

ud  so  have   sent  my   scraps  all   rounfi   tb«; 

99^iitryi.  and  among  the  rest  I  have  been  tlius 

^r^  leaguing  you,    which  I  hope    you   will, 

.  From  your  willing  servant 

.in  Christ  Jesus, 

WH-  S.  Stf- 


ry.     - 

r 
■  ' 
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LEITER   XX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


P^ar  Friend, 

Oft  ■•  ' 


L      ,   .  I  LONG  much  to  know  how  you  are,  and 

I   *f  ^llere  are  any  hopes  of  your  recovery,  or  of 

your  being  ever  able  to  come  to  Cricklewood 

*^in,  if  not  should  be  glad  of  a  line  to  inform 

"■    me,  as  I  much  wish  to  see  you,  and  if  there  is 

*.    ^^^ probability  of  that,  I  would  come  down  to 

'  -  ife  you.     It  has  long  been  my  prayer  that  the 

•    toord  would  remember  you  in  your  low  estate ; 

ibjs  xnorcies  in  Christ  Jesus  are  exceeding  great; 

be  has  sriven  his  dear  Son  for  a  covenant  to  the 

piepple:  and  he  is  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost, 

^i  that  come  to  God  by  him. 

The  blood  and  righteousness  of  the  Son  of 


€9 
Ood,  istheonlyhopeand  refuge  thatGi>dlni^ 
before  periabrag  sinners ;  and  the  dtarRcrficM^ 
has  given  the  kindest  invitations  to  those  t!iili 
hunger,  tu  those  that  thirst,  and  to  those  t(ii«B 
labour  and  are  heavy  laden  ;  and  promises  tR« 
■whosoever  cometh  unto  him,  lie  will  in  riowis« 
cast  them  out.  His  errartd  into  this  world  vim 
to  save  sinners,  and  to  seek  the  lost  sheep  tha-W 
\rere  gone  astray ;  and  he  declares,  that  thcne 
shall  be  joy  in  heaven  over  one  sinner  thw 
repenteth,  more  than  overninety  and  ninejuBX 
persons,  who  vainly  imagine  they  need  no  I'tf 
pentance,  Luke,  kv.  7.  Be  so  kind  as  to  scad 
a  line,  to  hiform  me  hd\fr  you  ^rc,  and  yW 
nuich  oblige,  Dear  friefld. 

Your  unworthy  Scrvailt, 
V"'.  " ^'"  "'^'  ""       yt^RV^' 

bnn-.Mnun ,  '      •    "f"*'^ 

vn.v  i.M    '.f*'"  ■    ■■    >^- "'■Id''' 

j„l   .  LETfER   XXL-  ''rynwo 

tu  ..  K-i.  ^Q  ^jjg  SAilE.  '  "'  "'"''l^^i 

This  comes  with  tiie  Doctor's  kindfct^ 
60  his  old  friend,  wishing  him  ^aC€,  irttreVt 
and  peace,  through  our  Lord  and  Saviour  J«f* 
Christ.  -"  It  is."  says  Paul,  a  "  faitiiful  snyiB^ 
and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Chtirt 
Jesus  came  ijnto  this  world  to  save  sinners,  <1r 
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^  |[^}^  chief,"  Nor  will  the  Saviour  baft 
^AS  to.  do  with  the  wUe  and  pnident^ibe 
kfff.  bfcals  the  whole»  oor  f(pe<U  the  full ;  hk 
f|i,.tt)e  ninety  and  Qine  aelf^righteous  ia 
y^iJfferQ^^  and  goes  after  tbat  which  it 
»,mi4  which  is  gone  a^tray^.  and  rejoices 
a.  over  that  she«)p,  thaa-  over  niiie^  and 
r,  which  in  their  vain  iin^inati^aa  went 
fHf^ ;  yMf  there  is  joy  in  the  presence  of 
a^ig^ls  of  Qody  over  one  sinner  that  repent*^ 

.^Wfe^  |hea9.  are.  good  news  to  sensible 
l^rs  |i})at  ftel:  th^^  need  of  a. Saviour, 
hrj^t  cCrucified  t^  our  surety:  who  has  df«*> 
rged  our  debts,  and  bore  our  sins  in  hb  owm . 
y  on  the  tree ;  he  was  made  a  curse  for  us, 

diedj  in  our  room»*  the  just  for  the  unjust^ 
Lhe  might  redeem  us  from  the  curse,  and 
ig  us  to  God ;  and  it  is  by  the  blood  of  his 
enant  that  God  sends  the  poor  imprisoned 
»tors  out  of  the  pit,  in  which  is  no  water, 
list's  blood  16  our  cleans! ng^  his  obedience  is 

righteousness,  his  sacrifice  our  peace,  his 
learance  in  heaven  is  for  us ;  to  him  we  must 

upon  him  our  faith  and  hopes  must  feed  ; 
•  ttbr  food  of  ouriaith,  the  life<of  our  souhi, 
Ir-irill  he  ^Hir  only  estertaiiiment  for  evetf- 
Hl  ^:Nov  are  any  called  to  this  feast^  t»  thtiS 
llMgtftupper  of  the  Lamh^  but  the  poor^  the 
y  the  lame^  the  maimed,  and  the  blind. 
f{  laQft,  God  says,  *<  In  thai  day  the  great 


trumpet  sliall  be  tlown,  and  they'^tall  "feM 
that  were  ready  to  perish,"  Isaiah  xxvlr-'t! 
hire  is  wine  and  milk,  the  water  of  life,  and d 
oil  of  joy,  without  money  and  without  p^ 
"  Come  unto  me,"  says  the  Master  of  the  fia 
"  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and 
will  give  you  rest;  for  my  yoke  is*easy,-'s( 
my  burden  is  light." 

Come  my  oh!  companion  in  shi  alnd  tahA 
be  of  good  cheer,  arise,  for  Jesiis  calleth  sQ 
as  you  and  inc,  and  promises  that  whosoe< 
Cometh  he  ■will  in  no'  wise  cast  out.  ft 
wel,  grace,  mercy,  and  peace  be  with  itt 
«o  prays, 

'^  Thine  to  serve  in  Christ  Jesus, 

'i^'  W.  H.  S.ft 

fll,'       '-■■-      -     .     ..       ■  .,  /w-i.j    V...,    iM   *■ 

*>WAx^4,>.      LETTER    XX^:*"^"*^ 

:  i  Ait  thankfut  to  mydetl  Ti-wliJM^ill 
l^oodueK  ^t  vbS  sorry 'f«r  thifntualit 
knowiBg  that  old' a(^vanH-iirfim>iti«<>iMlt| 
■pensh^e  times  and  tliiikgfti  Buk  fkW>^4h 
birings  all  tilings  in,  add'ttarmonnrit  al|t|Mil 
ties,  removes  mcnintains  of' kin:  aMl'tfltiM 
'rtaclef;'it  exillS  th*  valley-^f  rile  1 


at 

|%))p..|^  iBS^kfls  darkness  light,  <^99ke4  thingA: 
p4ght,    aod, rough  pjlapes  plain       It  0V9Kf\ 
,||ie  WQfld,  the  ^esh,  ^94  the  4^vil|  wA 
etern^llife  to .«ciiMp  f «iP«i .dcadx  .     .     \.  : 
g;^b  UVies  bre^d,:  X  Kings  xix;.^;  ijt  boiU: 
^^^  par  ill  famine^  9  KiQg»  iv.wd8.;.afad 
A^\kt%  S  KingH  iv.  9i  9 ;  iwd  iecures  na^- 
spiritual,  aod  everlaatmg JjiCi  utdmakra 
f^; JMxigdc]^  9^  henvep  auje^.    It  gives  ^11  tho 
Msy;{ff:OM|T  3atlv4tioii  t;o  God,  and  brjngsi  iit 
^rjjbianglji  Qf  Mlvatiqn  to,iM.    Maay,  many 
^rf  Ittve  I  iifovicjl,  and. experienced  wliat  I 
fti^rW^tei  ^j^d  He^c^r  wa»  my  most  Jndul|ge6t 
M'^^t  sp  kind  and'  boantiful,  as  ao^  in  my  old 
ge,  when  many  infirmiti«9  Are:  pressing  on  nse*' 
i^-pra^lden^e  is  wonderful^  and  he. keeps,  my 
^\  isf  full  po^sfession  of  allj  tbe  ti-uth,  the 
kwrcy,    qpd.  the  g^aee^  that  he>  itiade  known 
^^my  distr^^sfd  aDd  miseftible  aovlat  first  J  • 
Mlhjag  is.tiiken  from  it|  nor  say  tiling' human' 
MjfAfd  tft it^  and^Upd  has  ddnc  it  that!  mights 
^  |)(rt<»re  hiixi. 

m 

i),  lopg;  imsigiittdy  fdtired,  and  dreaded,  that. 
(if^'timi  ^iwuiil^ .:CQme  whien  my  .gifli  woufd  get. 
VlUb  jJ*df  a  waieness   H^<iuld   appear  -  in  my* 
INIpurhing,  and  tli^  p(sppje:  would  witlier}. that 
tyi|ii{ou]4  .g^d^y  ^Pd  barren,  and  the  people 
Reacted  withi  the  one  tale  so  often  told ;  and 
Us  I  knew  had  been  the  case  with  many,  yea, 

rith  almost  all  that  I  have  known  who  were 

£ 
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the  most  pG|afiitftr/iiMH  UkMe'ttiJM)^^ 
But  I  now  sM  fhe  difl^r^iide  b^fe#eeii'<lMW 

light  in  the  hMiiia:m^miAtiu^bi6mm 

rtemory  and  imc^<;  %^^  «H*«5r  'Wk 
and  the  power  of  Qo^  iSiA  betw<eleiillpMtttMM# 
notions  and  a  'Sj^ringii^  ^HMXi  ^  ^di^l&MMpll 
njqWiil  vHVf/s  MK  4Mlr>he  «ltfl^4th*<iiottilM 

w<i«ii(N)«  detfth^^ff:^  :ttifikukiiitim'Tiij%amm 

vrftlv>aIl'ni3i'^igliiy«ttid'i|ltttMl  (Veiy*4MiA>ili 
tU»'«ae  <ihh^tt«itMhA>Mi»waif  ^m'ul Ji  MlfmMlk 
t)M»4  4iaa  fittd'ta^jitfliMlihii;'  l»r  fcatiH'K  IIMWl 
t6'aive;  and  Wessed  tM  Gdd^  be '«i»iAMMir'flrt 
defefear4o:iny  prayer;'     •   ■      "  ^^n  ^^-Hfq  but 

vWe  have  lo»t  MVtfDal 'lately  by  diiaCh;<%9fe^ 
nat  onfe><  but  enjoyed  a  >  'good  hope;  ^t^fetfj^ 
the  Son  of  God  my  dear  ftiea^^  iblS>  MW^B 
tfirnfr  ffioie  yod  froth  'tfaltt'  ''i'  ha^H^  twmiA^» 
ttrtoeMi*teAdedv4o  %oll^t*'4i'  fiHvt<'fif«t^ll%il4> 
eitft^^fferings;^  ty^to/  'Ac.'«id4)Mitf>ifltf'^l^ 
n<y  <Old  friend  a  visit,  if  the  roadfe^by^flnMtf  M^ 
dlNJu^hH-^becomtf'fota^Bte:  >  9Vibr"bId'<tiiaiHn 
aiid  Fkg^wtf  worn  4^ittf  d6t,  tA&^'mAfStt^ 
bbtee  to mer fbr bbthhig>  but- dbtitli'AkMt "^jW 
HlMi-'Qtfdfbiett^thee'aAdthitte'.'-     "• '   ^"»»i.^iad» 
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K*     LETTER  XXIII. 

TO  TlIE  SAME.  "'' 

irly.Bdomi  Friend* 

lfA6  very  sorry  to  see  you  so  low  ia  ^ pm 
[fn  Goci  has  made  such  ample  provtajf^nr 
ry  sort  of  sensible^  seii^lostj-ftnd  p<triab-» 
iiiers,  in  bis  dear. Son,  whom  he  rh^tb 
d  and  appoiaied  tosoek  and  to  saversudx 
ost;  and  he  is  able  and  willing  to  Bavd. 
ittermost,  all  that  come  to  God  by  him' 
)inises  that  they  shall  come  to  his  aton* 
rifice,  (hat  were  ready  to  perish;  and, 
Imt  Cometh/'  saitb  the  Lord,  ^<  I  will  ia 
I  oast  out.'' 

13  the  sufficiency  of  his  aacrifice^  and: 
nefSr  of  bis  grace,  the  only  ground -of: 
igement'tliat  Ood  has  been  pleased.  ttQ: 
Iqfre  sinners;   but  every  office  of  Christ 
na  the  miserable  cases  of.  those  whom  he 
upd.aaves.     Who   want  a  mediator  ;to 
»{(^jthe  breach,  but  those  who  feel  that 
ins   have  separated  between  tlieman4 
pfii  .  Who  want'  a  surety,  but  insolvent 
iT^'Whb'want    a  physician,   but  those 
;  sick  r    And  who  want  an  advocate  t# 


pjcad  their  cause,  but  those  that  ate  comle 
apd  ficciiseU,  by  the  taw,  conscicuce,  anUi 
1)1  or  arc  we  uitliout  piecpUtms,  maoy  mi 
mDiiuinents  o(';>tijier9bui4q(|ing  mcfcy  and 
ai:e.«ct  btfure  us,  to  cni-ourajto  us  to  ho^ 
trust  in  tlie  Son  (if  God.  Tile  mad  GatI 
Maiiussch,  Mary  Maujdalcn.  the  thief  o 
•ross;  and  poor  pei-sccuting  and  mun 
&auf  declarer  tliat  he  was  suffered  to  go 
^Caorance  and  in  unbelief,  that  in  hinj 
JcKUs  Clirist  nii^hit  ahew  iurth  all  Ion 
fering,  for  a  pattern  to  others,  who  ! 
afterwards  behevc-  on  liim  to  life  ev 
ing. 

'  apX:  are.  tempLtatioDs.  intended  to  de 
^oni  looking  to  Chri»t  foit-  help;  nan  is 
ti^y  teQiptajion  that.  befaTU  the  sainib 
What  is  common  to  man,  they  areac'cbn 
firf<npr^"oc.Iesafo'all  the  br^threh  tWit 
'tbe.witiiild>  'Ghrisf  him&elf  was'terapii^d 
pttibtft-Iike  .unto  us,  he  was  tempted  to: 
himself  dowfi  from  the  pinnacle  of  the  t 
snci  even  io  £a,\\  dowiLand  worshifi'  the. 
ahd.  one  temptation,  bsfel  him  vlncB  iA< 
tM,Godr  no  sensible  dinner,  was  iri^rii 
tiai-^be  Cctnpted  wi'tli.  Satan  was  pei^mtt 
tak'eiUic  Saviour  up  in  the  wihternesk," 
carry  hini  tbiough  Iheiair,  and  to  iet  Kit 
•be  pionacle.'OC.the  te[hple,.:Uhich  h  m 


ria  satan  iiertr  has  bccn>iiy»^i*(I  idcSM' 
!'ivet  to  poor  prtiiteftt-  rfjAirey,  thitt'^1"' 
Wer  feud  of.  I  hopfe  mr^ftiar  frttrid  \»'fH' 
abtht  dnCblU'ageiiittit  f¥<<rti  th«e  thrnrfi,' 
•iti\\  kttend  tliem  with  tny  pdor  pcltrtfoiW.- 
Ibve'tb  Bets}*.    Ann  is  <i'eH.     '  n:: 

Ever  your's  io  serve 

'  ••'         "  ■         I     . .  ■•  t.  J".  [') 


I. 


','!•*•         '  •  •  ;         J  .  *  V  i"     •  "^    ^ 

'    *  .        "  ■« 

LEtTER   XXI V^  , 

MIX 

«   '       .     '   •TO  THE  SAME.-  '.  i    • 

Dear  Friend, 

RECEIVED  your  kind  letter,  and  thank 
>rjt.  It  gave  me  no  small  satisfaction  to. 
Jiat  you  keep  such  good  hours,  and  are 
fe  from  company,  and  so  much  at  home. 
^od  is  a  God  that  will  hear  and  answer 
^  if  we  call  upon  him  in  trouble;  and 
\  ^Lppointed  his  dearly  beloved  Son  to  be 
•ejit  physician,  and  the  saving  health  of 
ensiible  sinners;  who  in  saving,  saves  to  the 
30st  all  that  come  to  God  through  him ; 
uroB  the  hearts  of  sinners  from  darkness 
it,  and  from  the  power  of  sutuii  to  God ; 


Moreover,  he  promises  to  plant  in  our  JiaraL 
his  fear,  faith,  hope,  and  love,  and  that  thcaar 
shall  reign  ov.^  iU  6ur;iA^r#Ulv|;  sins,  in  tpit^ 
of  hatan  and  all^.^^'^ai^xiJ|iiaf||Bd}Tand  that* Mr 
the  day  of  judgmc^i^jpi^):'  vi|e  bodies  shall  be- 
changed,  formed,  and  fashioned  like  unto  Hm 
glorious  body  of  Gbcifti  «od  then  AdHMllli^ 

^pIaBsb<a««tl)li»»A«F(im1;r^l!W«^'>>'9;^v».  ;«#  tfa» 

hmii  tidbsk;:t(M'iypn9li«f«tti9^iirmi^ 

*dHl<^fia  saiatxi  tII|iiilkC^si4f>(Mtr.>MMM^ 
aid  loqmplete^  landirall^fiffiCatni.te^v^inrixtfJkiMr 
s^iwa  frottfifst  t6  laat,<  frOni.»in,  dtotb/idctvif^t 
hdVanii-thcgratve,  and  that.  w>tb«n  •vw^ait^w 
ingi  solvation.  God  bles*  thee^  and  thgR  fcii^a 
heioidDeepcn,  ssntiiv  and  anxo,' says'  ,<)>•  ;i,iiiiiqa 
i^-t       Your  old -friend  and  co«ipaoif#,>     e^ai 

3.TOT,-     ■»,     "     .  :   r      •      •  I         :i.l'     "tOiilOt   boa 


lioy-    i   ;'           ■     .      • 

^    jirjiiw/    r^OFlg 

.i-»ai 

i*>>.'.ilj  »       :■  :•     '  '        ,  »f    ■ 

?•    •     /uf     .<•*!    hiiA* 

[jj'Z*-.           .     ■■         r       .      ,  i     M    1 

•  -•;  /    :i    i    J    -.   .    )'Ji    ;  Mill 

>r.fc;!  ..    :.    ■          :  -..  . 

.ii    ji    i  \    ti^ii  iitsd 

U    "j'    'Ml  •     '    •)       *  .  '• 

■    » ;  t.-;  .:  !  1    .■-    M  !iinaa 

.  ''fji'if     L^-    '    '   :         • 

?          •;■      iiJij;ra 
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LETTER  XXVI» 


iItMt  soul  ihas  sorely  itonged  to  hear  hair ' 
#r  fiithtran<l  mother  do^  and  yesterdtiy  wwcl 
(((VlM^e'  day  of  prayer  for  them,  and*  God.^' 
tKAkd^me  my  request^  for  last  night  Mr  Bu£ 
Wkiglbt  me  a  letter  from  Betsy,  which  was^air 
^Ur4liswer  to  my  cry.     I  had  begged  of  God-: 
Miend  aie  good  tiditigs,  and  when  I  opened: 
\h  /letter,  and  found  your  father  better,  and  - 
vitkyouf  mother  at  W.  my  soul  melted;  and 
Ufchi  godly  sorrow  mingled    with  gratitude. 
pniDg  up,  as  will  serve  for  many  thank^^iffer-  . 
igs.    Oh !    what  a  God  have  we  got ;   and 
^hat  is  too  hard  for  God,  or  too  hard  for  them 
(laf^bftli^ve  ?   **  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul, 
^  forget  not  all  his  benefits."     I  have  wrote 
L  a  letter  upon  the  benefits  of  a  throne  of 
race,   wiiich  she  will  shew  you  when  you 
lett. 

And  now  my  dear  Mary,  let  me  counsel 
lee;  thou  art  but  young  in  God's  ways,  and 
1st  not  walked  far  in  his  paths,  and  I  have 
me  room  to  suspect  that  before  I  came  to  B. 
atters  were  very  dead  and  flat  with  thee; 


and!  am  afraid  that  reading:,  medlutinj,  ffi 
inif,  ail<l  walcliiiig  was  almost  given  iVp,  A 
otbfae  are  almost  all  the  means  that  thouilw 
j-Tlierc  is  nothing  given  or  promised  in  Oo 
covenant,  but  must  be  tetclied  in  bypn^ 
lor  ail  tliese  tbings  I  will  be  enquired  o^  1 
J  may  do  them  for  tbein.  How  do^Olir  Jl 
enlbrce  cliltgence  upon  young  beRinnere,!! 
injr  us  how  ttie  elect  ciy  day  and  night,i> 
%eXs  forib  their  importunity  by  the  poor  wic 
witb-the  unjust  jiitl^ei  the  niaiibeggiftgiM 
^r  bread  at  niidnijjht;  and  teUs  tiie.yoi 
:jtF.ttcr-out  to  strive  to  enter  the  strait  g; 
aud  that  rhc  kingdom  sufl'creth  violence, 
•the  vioient  take  it  by  force,  , 
:  .When  'Ood  has  discovered  our  state  to 
lihewed  us  the  wrath  that  we  are  under, 
supported  us  under  it,  painted  us  to  Cbi 
and  given  us  some  beginnings  of  bope  t 
expectation ;  and  after  all  this  discriminat 
favour  fte  get  cold,  back^'afdh  dead,  carel< 
negligent,  ungrateful,,  and  unthankful. 
Spirit  is  grieved,  and  wilt  withhold  his  ais 
ance ;  aiwl  God  will  resent  such  cdniagllf'i 
make  us  know  It  too,  either  by  leavifitgw 
■bonds,  and  our  life  in  doubt,  our  staAi^  illd 
pense,  or  letting  us  feel  the  truth>af  hisM 
"  T^ie  backslider  iu  heart  shaU  bei&ilerfJi 
his  own  wQ\s  ;"  or  else  he  wilh  bratJ^'H 
-iioarv  .calamity  on  us,,  .,        ..imj.ju 
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V'Bi  gives  roe  a  sweet  and  simple- account ^o£ 

^ber  importunity  in  prayer^   and  of  her  fre- 

qBoncy  at  it,   of  her  access  and  nearness  to 

■God,  of  her  liberty  in  her  approaches,  of  her 

iratclifulness  therein,  and  her  confidence  there- 

^tt;  and  really  she  begins  to  be  very  prevalent 

^%tdeed  at  it ;  and  without  this,  my  dear  girl, 

— ^ML  must  go  back. 

-E:>a:.I>o  ^end  me  a  line  how  you  go  on ;  if  .you 

^-"gained  any  thing  by   the   last  visit    I  have 

^determined  by  myself,  if  God  permit,  that  I 

^Will  spend  one  weetwith  you  at  Christmas, 

.  «ttd  preach  on  Christmas  day.     My  love  U>  all 

i^ftiends^^ 

Ever  your's  in  Christ  Jesus, 

' ''  ^  W.  H.  S.  S. 

«  • 

priri   " 

,e^b.-  LETTER   XXVII. 

-»rf'      ... 

TO  MR.  W.  B. 

ij[[  !:Dearly  bt{oved  Brother  m  the  Lord  Jesiu, 

r     -.    Eeikg  at  this  time  laid  by  the  heels,  with 

< '"  lK>th  feet  in  the  stocks,  I  am  inclined  to  pay 

•  ibee  a  visit  by  a  paper  kite,  which  is  much 

i  'better  than  going  to  B.  in  an  air  balloon.     I 

'  <luive  had  many  hard  struggles  this  long  winter, 

in  reaching  the  end  of  February  lane,  and  do 
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«^ct  more  before  I  giln  ri»e  summit  of  34Vj|j 
KHI.  Coltis  and  heats  are  fatal  to  old  ninJ 
pai^ers;  but  he  thac  puts  his  band  Co  iM 
plough  and  looks  back,  is  not  fit  for  tlte.krpj^ 
domof  God.  * 

4*loughing  up  the  fallow  ground  of  the  bt^ti^ 
d|$(;everiOg  the  bad  soil,  and  stiiring  the  rooU 
of,  the  thunis  in  nrder  to  get  a  good  setsoi^i 
tiftae  crumb,  or  deepness  of  earth  for  the  goo^ 
seed  of  the  kingdom  to  root  in,  is  the  tM»f^ 
difficult  vork  in  the  Lord's  hutbandnr.  iV 
good  soil  it  must  have,  snd  it  is  tlic  <iuici]n)sj 
ing  Spirit  of  God  that  makes  it  good.  Drf|i>| 
ness  of  earth  is  needful,  and  a  broken  lieart  ii. 
the  best  ciumb  ;  for  a  heart  smitten,  wouudeiI,.i 
aed  grieved,  will  receive  a  word  of  cpuofi^l  of^ 
comfort  in  the  love  of  it,  and  tlut  loyi^  i^t^HM 
root  which  abidefti.iOOthiAg't!^.  waAteijlnl))MS 
hilt  n^oi^ture,  refreshing  dews,  isd  ^f(ffV§^ 
from  the  Lord's,  presence,  toreriye  tbci^wJiis 
aud,  J^,keep  the  hopeful  cfop  vt^yipg^,  u^j^ 
spell  times  as  righteQv$nqas„;pcace,  joy,  fT^iffke 
thank^iving,  love  to  God  ao^  t^is.^s^j^lh/ 
'RBPgupi  anywhere  the;se  arc,  sudv  a^  tl^ 
tlier  barren  nor  unfr^iitful  in  th&  kntnirlefli^i^ 
God  pur  Saviour.  ■ ,,    ■■^;-,-ny{ 

I  }oog  to  sec  you,  that  n-e  tnay  i^ogfi^i^ 
npte? ;  invalids  can .  feel  for  each  othcTj  ^4i^ 
luive  no  companion  in  your  qutirtM  Hke-^igd^ 
with  you,  who  can  fiaturally  care  fot  tfi^  vJFli^ 


rr 

fSai^'y  and  Mrho  is  will'mg  to  walk  m^  pace,' 

faiSiig  utterly  unable  to  nm  away  from  me  tf 

^ftii^  woiild.    And  blessed  be  God  we  oan  walfci 

t4%ether  in  a  better  sense ;  we  have  both  beeitl 

taken  from  the  broad  way ;  we  have  been  sum* 

nbrted  to  Mount  Sinai, '  and  have  been  proved 

tft^be'fello\r^sinners,  and  fcHow-criminals,  ahd^ 

hM^  been  shut  up  in  unbelief,  in  hardness  of 

Ii^^^Ly^  under  sin,  and  in  legal  bondage;  ^tndt 

Wa*€  wtfliave  been  fellow-prisoners,-'  as  wdl  M 

retK)w-viHaiii5.'    Wc  ba\^  been  severely"  and 

JMitty  ptttiished  far  ^our  vrtclcedness,  and  this^ 

:    bkft '  made  us  fellow<^suiIerer4 ;  -we  have  beM" 

pbrcioned  by  the  clehiency  of  our  sovereign, 

ankf  this  has  mado  us  fellow-heirs  of  the  ben^^^ 

fitL    'We  have  been  blessed  with  a  sense  of 

A  Vine  {oVe,  which  has  cast  out  all  fear,  and^ 

tAMent,'&|]id  thus  we  arefeHow^citizeiis.     We- 

Mi^'iiiow  and  then  endeavoured  to  prop  one^ 

aPMhter  'up,  when  neither  of  us  could  stand 

altfnt,  and  in  this  sense  we  are  fellow-helpei*s  t' 

1  iM  AVe  have  offc  been  laid  by  the  heelsi  tod* 
;     yoled  with  legal  bandage  for  our  pride  and 

2  Mie'  ingratitude,  =  and  thus  we  are'  triie  yoke* 
^»     fillow*/  We  have  at  times  been   stubborn, 

perverse,  rebellious,  and  inflc^^ible,  and  have 

^      librn  a  base  part  with  the  devil  and  unbelief; 

aid  -In  this  sense  we  have  hail  fellowship  with 

tins'  unfruitful  works  of  darkness.     We  have 

/^A^M' been.' unmindful  of   the   rock  of  our 


7»- 

sti-engtlv  iiad  have  lightly  esteemed  the  OtAi 
of  our  salvation,  when  we  knew  that  his  graoil 
had  been  abundant  upon  us,  and  elms  irchti-aj 
heen  feUow>rebeis,  and  tellow-mscals:  ttud  JA 
we  cannot  walk  together,  wliu  can?  y;;ii  li 

1  want  all  the  wheat  out  of  the  old  farm 
before  the  month  of  May,  for  1  long  to  611  iti 
with  wheat  agah)  j  Chiist  aiwi  his .  people  awi 
fio  called,  and  I  loi>g  to  be  there  at  ClixC  tintotf 
and  in  this  seurie  we  aie  fellow-hoardera»  anA 
fellow-reiser*,  la  tlie  mouch  of  May  i  bopd 
to  vjbit  the  oldcet^edral*  for  X  long  tiiis  nexi 
sunimer,  if  God  permit,  to  give  you  a  secoaA 
benefit,  that  is,  to  be  witli  you  both  at  seoiK 
tiiACAQ^  at  harvest^  a)-  ptii^eLptJAimtyibaiUii 
last  urnimer  cbal  Lmay.tver.be.  pertnitlMd:^J(Ki 
Wfi  yai^  in  ,the<plftins  of:  &$qi1k;  .fori^oniAic 
otb^r  side  JoTdatii-'teYolttti9ttS,.jvJ:oii<ituik4nndr; 
changes  are  no  morot  it  is  all  eternal  *pria|piii£ 

And  notv  my  dear  (^j.mptinioa  in  _tf j|v^,:  mf 
namesake,.  >i»y^  very. image  .and^  likenesa,  botlt 
in  villany,;  in' misery,  and  in  divine  meccy,  ^ 
let-  ate  flpc.'  thy  face  aliorlly  in  town ;  do  ftf 
me  one  visit  as  .soon  as  the  rains  arc  over  mil 
gone,  and  the  winter  ispast,  awLwhen  tbfi 
time  of  the  singing  of  birds  is  coiue,  Mid  dw 
voice  qC.  the  turtle  is  heard  in  ourMnd.  Itti 
in  vain  for  you  to  tellqne  that  your.eyesaff 
bad,  apd  that  you  cannot  come,  'tbr:you.DeTer 
cpttld.  ie$  vecy  far  off;  nor  is  it  of,  any  annl 
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tdtscM  md  word   that  you  are  wcUk^  halt,  or 
laoie,  for  I  never  wish  any  soul  to  visit  me 
bat-  the  poor,  the  halt,  the  lame,  the  maimed, . 
aikl  the  blind;  and  therefore  my  clear  William, 
do  pay  Parson  Sack  one  visit,  as  soon  as  the 
present  momentary  business  is  marshalled  out, 
anfd  the  plan  laid  for  the  young  stripling  lo 
eaeoute.    'You  know  not  how  much  I  buH  I 
upon:  the  month  of  May;  but,  alas!  my  pur^*^ 
pdW8  are  often  broken  off.     I  decree  a  thing^-^ 
belt  it  stands  not ;   the  purposes  of  my  heart' 
aA^oft  disappotiited,  oind  all  my  pleasiui^  coon-' 
sdbi marred;   ^'  When  I  xrould  do  good  evil  is. 
present? with  me;"  and  when  I  intend  to  gd 
hitiier  and  thither,  Satan  hinders  me.     Tender 
mgr  kind  love  to  poor  Dame,  to  Mary,  to  Betsy,- 
aod'to  Mn  John;  and  do  send  me  a  line,  if 
yte  L think  a  Coalheaver  is  worth  it,   it'  not^ 
ferbcBT.  < 

^■*     Tver  your's  in  the  best  of  bonds,  and  in 

*-''-'•     ''         the  eternal  love  of  God, 

W.H.  S,S., 

bin.  '■    .    ■ 

fill-       :•  ■     • 


i  J  •>»  ^^        J-     4.-      ■  '  .»' 


LETTER    XXVIII.  -^ 

TO  THE  SAMi:. 
Dffcr  FrienJ,  i 

I  BAVE  got  seven  friends  witli  oic^  voting 
and   oldj    from  ■  ,    tliri-e  of  whom  artf 

seeking  him  of  whom  Moses  anri  the  prophetflC 
did  write,  and  I  hope  they  will  not  rest  ttUl 
tltey  find  him ;  for  what  is  ail  this  world,  whett 
compared  to  the  joys  tliat  attead  a  good  hope? 
All  ^t  is  in  us,  aod  all  that  is  in  tiiis  -«ori(^ 
ve  enemies  to  the  new  mqit  of  gnace,  nd' 
snases  to  the  souls  that  Christ  Intfa  rtdtaauif 
twt  God  hath  set  an  liedge:abaut U^  hebdk 
UMSQd    and  none  can  cunei  .  BasidcB^  Otk  J 
hath  planted  his  fear  in  our  hearts,    that  «<'  | 
should  not  finally  depart  from  him;  andte   j 
influenced  afid  anthorised  conscience  to  ««lib    j 
oy«r  us  with  a  very  watchful  eye,  and  to  sodm 
ntalantT,  and  beat  to  arms  if  any  inroaiUflV 
made   into  the  Lord's  premises;   and  besMi 
these,  the  light  of  the  Lord's  countenance,  Al 
the  witness  and  comforts  of  his  Spirit  are  with' 
drawn  or  enjoyed,  as  we  cleave  close  to  Mlii 
or  slide  from  him. 

Unworthy  are  we  of  sucti  peculiar  fardtf^ 
when  so  niany  thousands  of  millions  %rc  mmd 


r,  and  left  to  confide  in  their  own  wisdom, 
to  trust  in  themselves  that  they  are  righ- 
18,  when  they  never  could  stand  one  day 
litted  or  justified  at  the  bar  of  tlieir  own 
science.  But  God  says,  they  think  that  he 
ast  such  an  one  as  themselves ;  but  I  will 
ove  them,  and  set  their  sins  in  order  before 
n,  Ps.  1.  21 ;  and  this  will  stop  every 
thf  and  exclude  all  boasting.  Faiewell: 
paper  is  bad,  and  the  ink  runs,  so  that  I 
lot  get  on,  but  this  I  must  say, 

I  am  your's  in  undissembled  love. 


LETTER    XXIX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

irly  Beloved  in  the  Lord  God,  and  tmt  yoke-fellow  m 
oHmsiod  of  faith. 

t  WAS  sorry  to  hear  by  Mary  that  you 
so  indisposed,  and  so  ill  in  health;  but 
is  a  comfort  to  my  soul,  that  thy  sickness 
it  unto  death,  but  for  the  glory  of  God, 
must  terminate  in  God's  glory,  whether 
fe  or  by  death,  for  grace  must  and  shall 
through  righteousness  u^nto  eternal  life, 
gjti  Jesus  Christ. 

F 
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Every  grace  of  Cod,  and  every  influence 80^ 
operation  of  grace,  hath  life  in  it.  The  firsO 
appearance  of  it  is,  "  For  his  great  love  wherfrj 
with  he  loved  us,  even  when  we  were  dead  ia 
ains,  liath  ciuickened  us  together  with  Christ  : 
by  grace  ye  are  saved,"  Eph.  ii.  4,  5;  her* 
grace  quickens  us,  and  gives  us  life.  The  fir^ 
actings  of  faith  and  love  are  attended  with  ttit 
same;  *'  His  grace  was  exceeding  abundairt 
upon  me,"  says  Paul,  "  with  faith  and  lov« 
which  is  in  Christ  Jesus,"  1  Tim.  i.  14.  Pai^ 
don  also  is  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  accordinyi 
to  the  riches  of  his  grace.  Justification  too; 
"  Being  justified  freely  by  his  grace,  througb. 
the  redemption  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus,"  Ronu 
iii.  S4;  and  this  is  the  crowning  grace; 
*'  Whom  he  justified,  them  he  also  glorified." 

Cheer  up,  my  dearly  beloved  companion,  hi* 
grace  shall  be  sufficient  for  us,  for  he  hi» 
formed  us  for  himself,  that  we  should  be  tc» 
the  praise  afid  gtory  of  his  grace,  having  bbbIc 
us  accepted  in  his  beloved  Son,  in  whom  rf^ 
fulness  of  grace  dv\ells,  and  that  for  our  u«w 
that  we  might,  receive  from  his  fulness  graC*? 
to  help  us  in  every  time  of  need.  Faith  is  thr 
first  working  grace  implanted  in  the  soul,  and 
through  a  cloud  of  transgressions  and  a  crowff 
of  enemies' does  this  giace  work,  till  it  fixes 
and  centers  in  the  Son  of  God ;  this  is  Avorkmg 


t^  our  salvation,  and  by  the  power  of  faith 
»e9  God  work  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do ; 
att  is,  both  to  choose  the  object,  and  then  to 
lieve  in  the  object  chosen. 

t  is  the  exercise  of  faith  in  Christ  that  gives 
experience  of  the  povrer  of  Christ's  dying 
fcrc,  and  of  the  atonement  he  has  made  for 
i  and  out  of  this  experience  of  divine  power 
^hich  faith  stands,  springs  hope,  called  a 
K>d  hope  through  grace,  and  this  hope  re- 
ects  things  future,  things  good,  things  pro- 
tsed,  things  out  of  sight,  and  things  fnuch 
anted  i  which  are,  future  grace  to  help  in 
kiM  of  need  by  the  way,  and  endless  glory  at 
le  end  of  our  race. 

» An  experience  of  the  good  work  begun 
irorketh  hope,  and  that  good  work  finished 
ttid  completed  in  glory  is  the  end  of  hope, 
thich  terminates  in  full  possession ;  *'  We  rc- 
jl)ic5e  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God :"  but  when 
ilofy  is  displayed,  there  can  be  no  more  work 
iff  room  for  hope  and  expectation.  Diligence 
l^tly  encourages  hope,  and  continual  evi- 
Attc^s  of  God's  goodness  and  delivering  mercy 
liakes  us  abound  in  hope,  which  is  an  anchor 
'<^the  soul ;  and  though  under  sore  temptations 
'th«  vessel  of  mercy  may  sink^  labour,  and  be 
losted  to  and  fro,  yet  hope  will  fetch  her  up 
WgBin  to  her  own  moorings ;   for  that  man  is 

F« 
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eternally  bJessed,  'that  through  a  inbdBator^'iMi 
his  hope  in  God.     Love  to  all,  *  '  *" " 

From  your  affectionate  fneild . 
and  servant. 


a 
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LETTER    XXX.. 

TO  Mft.  B.    > 

Mbbct  and  peace  be  with. thee,  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  Beloved,  think  it  not  strange 
concerning  the  perpetual  changes  that  so  often 
pass  ovef  the  souls  of  young  believers.  Too 
much  indulgence  they  cannot  bear,  nor  will 
God  suffer  his  divine  favours  to  be  rated  at  too 
low  a  price ;  our  frequent  want  of  them  rahij» 
their  inestimable  value,  and  teaches  us  to  bb« 
rjierve  )hem,  to  indulge  them,  to  prize  th6kb 
l](ig)i,  to  endeavour  to  hold  them  fast  If  we 
suffer  no  losses  in  our  comforts,  we  sfaoulcl 
view  them  as  common  things,  and  in  time  lose 
the  keeness  of  our  appetites  for  them.  ^a^tiQg 
provokes  the  appetite,  and  seeing  others  fM 
aggravates  it,  and  when  it  comes  the  tasrejs 
the  sweeter;  The  Son  of  man  ^hall  be  tzkin 
from  them,  aQd  then  shall  they  fast  in  thd&e 
days.  ^*  Bjut  can  the  children  of  the  bVide* 
chamber  fast,   while  the  bridegroom  is  with 
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tiiem?^'  Mark  ii.  19.  By  those  two  passages, 
you  see  what  their  feast  and  fast  is,  namely  hiii 
presence  and  absence. 

Thus  does  the  Lamb  in  the  midst  of  the 
throne  feed  them,  by  leading  them  to  foun- 
tains of  living  waters,  which  is  to  the  Father's 
love,  and  to  his  own  fulness.    By  him  we  enter 
into  the  joy  of  the  Lord,  or  find  access  to  the 
Father  by  the  faith  of  him  ;  "  I  am  the  door  ;'* 
no  man  cometh  to  the  Father  but  by  me.   "I  am 
the  door;  by  me  if  any  man  enter  in,  he  shall 
be  saved,  and  shall  go  in  and  out,  and  find  pas- 
ture," John  X.  9*  This  going  in  and  out,  respects 
pur  sensible  enjoyments,  and  our  communion 
and   fellowship   with   the  Lord.      Going  out 
gives   us  an  appetite,    going  in  a  feast;  the 
former  purges  the  branch,  the  latter  makes  it 
jfjTuitful,  and  when   there  is  an  end   to  these 
|hings,  there  is  an  end  to  all  growth,  to  all 
humility,  purging,  and  banquetting.     For  it  is 
by   these   things   men   live,  and  in   all   thede 
things  is  the  life  of  our  spirits,  so  it  pleases  the 
Xx>rd  to  revive  us  £Ctid  cause  us  to  live,  Isaiah 
:pLXviii.  16;  and  surely  nothing  is  so  much  to 
be  dreaded  as  to  be  at  ease  in  Zion. 

Emptying  from  vessel  to  vessel,  keeps  us 
^rom  settling  on  the  lees;  the  more  we  arc 
^ied,  the  more  we  aFe  attended,  God  is  a  pre- 
sent help  in  times  of  trouble.  Every  character 
of  Christ  is  expressive  of  the  afflictions,  dis 


tilings  does  the  Lord  appear,  and  discover  hi 
self  to  men. 

yours  affectionately, 

W.  H.   S.S 


LETTER    XXXI. 

TO  MISS  E.  B- 


Cabin,  Sunday  Mora! 
.  Sometime  ago  I  acquainted  my  sister  in  1 
XJord,  of  my  journies,  and  of  the  time  of  l 
intended  return,  which  T  accomplishecl  acco 
ingly,  and  blessed,  for  ever  blessed  be  my  G 
my  success  has  been  great.  I  preached  ll 
teen  times  iu  nine  days,  Saturday  night  \ 
not  excepted;  since  which  time,  my'  cr 
being  much  exhausted,  tiie  oil  and  unction  i 
persed,  the  savour  of  a  Saviour's  name  m 
manifest  to  others.  I  returned  like  Sam 
shorn  of  hisstrengtii,  and  remained  dead,  i 
barren,  empty,  cold,  jjidiffereut,  and  reluct 
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all  that  is  good.    To  prayer  averse,  ^to  ctwy  ] 
L^gious  exercise  dead,  and  for  levery  thing 
L^irateful;  and  so  I  remained  for  two  or  three 


;Xut  since,  I  have  been  a  little  tno««d  iti' 
Slyer,  being  spurred  up  by  a  legicm  of  cviU 
ithin,  and  the  assault  of  tlie  king  of  c^^ifs 
ithout,  and  between  these  two  1  am  ofteft  iiv 
^eat  strait.  Not  one  single  fruft  t<)<3bcFs 
>xour,  from  all,  and  for  all  the  display ji  of  his 

tchless  grace,  but  by  virtue  of  union  with 
living  vine.  Nor  can  this  union  be  sup- 
>rted  and  kept  up,  but  by  a  continual  pruning 
id  purging  the  br&nch.  Every  divine  influ-^ 
"ic^e,  operation,  sensation,  affection,  motion, 
^athas  eitlicr  life,  'light,  or  love  in  it,  comes 
y^  the  Spirit  from  a  dear  Redeemer's  fulness^ 
lio  is  both  the  life-giving  root,  and  the  oper* 
^ing  agent,  l>oth  of  the  $aints,  and  of  all  grace 
^   the  saints.  .        -.  r 

Uence  -  under  every-'-sensible  separation,  of 
Uatance,  or  departure,  or  spiritual  desertion, 
A^dness  in  the  branch  immediately  follow^j 
tod  to  the  observant  soul,  all  life,  yea  joy  and 
lad  all,  seem  to  wither.  Christ  is  our  life,  and 
wr  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God  j  in  him  we 
Jiave  righteousness  and  strengtli,  and  every 
time  these  are  put  forth  in  us,  as  they  are  when 
we  are  indulged  with  nearness  and  access  to 
him,  how  sensibly  are  they  felt,  and  what  forr 


titude  do  they  afford;  but  how  ioactire  tl 
instrument,  how  motionless  the  machine,  wlii 
once  divine  energy  ceases  its  operation:  "Wit 
out  me  ye  can  do  nothing;"'  nothing  but  ev 
that  being  in  the  power  of  our  hand,  and  i 
•ways  present  with  us  even  in  our  best  frame 
and  in  our  most  lively  exercises,  whether  pe 
ceived  or  not. 

The  wretched  materials  brought  in  by  tJ 
ruins  of  the  fail,  do  so  clog  and  encumber  d 
lively  stone,  that  If  the  building  of  mercy 
going  ou  and  going  up,  It  is  only  discerned  I 
tiie  motions  of  faith,  love,  and  light.  "  Tl 
strength  of  the  bearers  of  burthens  is  decaye( 
and  there  is  much  rubbish,  so  that  we  are  at 
able  to  build  the  wall,"  Nehem.  iv.  10.  And : 
the  furnace  consume  this  dross,  and  if  tb 
good  Spirit  remove  this  rubbish,  every  tjiii 
the  devil,  that  foul  spirit,  is  permitted  to  n 
turn,  he  raises  up  and  revives  all  the  hea] 
again ;  and  in  this  business  he  raises  such 
dustand  confusion  as  blinds  the  eyes,  andieai 
us  to  conclude,  that  Zion  and  her  walls  nev< 
can  be  built,  much  less  established.  Tvoi 
three  have  lately  left  us  and  the  stage  of  tim 
and  bore  their  testimony  to  the  last,  of  tl 
sufficiency  of  divine  grace,  and  of  the  faithfii 
ness  of  God  to  his  covenant,  and  to  the  cov 
oant  head,  and  to  the  heirs  of  promise  in  hli 
Kind  love  to  Mary,  and  accept  the  same. 

THE  DOCTO 


^ 


LETTER   XXXII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

I  I 

• 

I   THANK  my   kind   friend  for  her  two 

ftcr&ps   respecting  her  father's  illnes,  and  am 

glad  to  find  that  the  Almighty  aiFoirds  him  the 

cons  forts  of  hope,  in  his  weak  and  debilitated 

•tat^  of  body.     He  has  promised  to  strengthen 

us  Upon  the  bed  of  languishing,  and  to  make  all 

our    bed  in  our  sickness.     I  have  been  seized 

^itli  a  violent  cough  and  cold,  and  last  Tues- 

^y  evening  with  much  difficulty  got  through 

t^e   work  at  Monkwell  Street.     I  went  home 

wid  continued   very   low  and   poorly  all   the 

"^eek,   and  on  Sunday   was  so  hoarse   that  I 

9^uld  not  be  heard.     Had  I  not  been  in  this 

poor  frail  state,  I  should  have  ventured  to  B. 

"^'l  there  is  another  country  besides  this,  Avhere 

^f  the  heart  and  affections  are  admitted  while 

'U  this  life,*  thither  will  the  soul  be  admitted 

M'hen  this  life  is  ended,  for  where  the  heart  is, 

there  is  your  treasure. 

'  Now  as  the  heart  of  all  men  is  out  of  men's 
power  to  manage,  and  all  our  attempts  in 
drawing  nigh  to  God  in  a  state  of  nature,  are 
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without  tlie  heart ;  this  people  draw  near  me 
with  their  muutli,  while  tiieir  hearts  are  for 
from  uie,  Isaiati  xxix.  13.  God  must  workinit,  J 
aud  raktr  posacssion  of  it,  bct'ure  it  can  bead-  I 
mitted  into  his  presence  and  love;  but  he 
looks  to  them  lUar  tremble  at  his  word,  and 
dwells  witii  the  brnkeii  and  contrite  hearts. 
Now  God  is  the  portion  of  the  soul,  and  God's 
cJiiIdren  are  his  inheritance,  so  that  when 
God  Cakes  possession  of  the  contrite,  he  takes 
pi)Siiessi<m  of  his  own  iuheritance;  and  we  on 
tlie  other  liaad  possess  tlie  portion  of  our  souls, 
for  where  the  heart  is  there  is  the  treasure. 
**  My  son,  give  me  thy  lieart,"  says  the  Fa- 
ther of  all  mercies;  and  when  we  are  sick  of 
labouring  and  toiling  to  mend  it,  and  after  all 
it  gets  worse,  then  we  sink,  and  heart  fails,  and 
give  up  art  for  loss— then  he  appears.  When 
heart  and  ilesh  both  fail,  God  is  the  strength  of 
our  heart,  and  mind  what  follows,  our  portion 
for  ever,  Psalm  Ixxiii.  S6.    Adieu. 

Your  willing  servant  in  the  best  bonds. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER  XXXIII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


I  RECEIVED  my  dear  friend's  epistle.  At 
flictions  are  dealt  out  by  weiglit  and  measure^ 
and  w«  shall  have  no  more  than  what  is  ap« 
pointed  ns ;  no  afflictions,  no  consolations ;  as 
the  one  abounds,  so  does  the  other.  The  fur- 
nace, my  dear  friend,  will  discover  what  other- 
wise would  be  hid,  and  the  balm  will  go  in  its 
application  as  deep  as  the  discovered  wounds; 
and  it  is  this  that  makes  clear  work  at  bottom, 
and  straight  paths  for  t^e  feet,  so  that  nothing 
lame  may  be  turned  out  of  the  way  but  healed. 
Besides,  our  misery  is  God*s  opportunity;  in 
these  times  he  is  a  present  help,  and  you  will 
see  it,  and  own,  it  has  been  good  for  you. 
You  know  not  what  strength,  fortitude,  and 
support,  will  be  put  forth  in  your  weakness ;  I 
have  found  it  so,  and  so  will  you. 

You  both  share  daily  in  my  poor  prayers,  and 
win  at  any  time  and  at  all  times  be  welcome  to 
me.  Pray  on,  prayer  will  prevail,  and  be 
thankful  for  every  lift  yp,  for  every  indulgence. 
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for  every  sensible  support,  eocouragiog  wordL 
or  chearing  ray  ;  "  For  this  is  the  will  of  God 
coDccmmg  jou."  And  I  know  that  theat) 
things  *■  ill  work  for  both  your  good;  we  aii^ 
choaen  in  the  furnace;  there  God  promises  U) 
own  and  acknowledge  us  for  his;  and  thert 
we  are  to  be  emboldeDed  to  claim  him  fbc 
forour's  in  covenant  love  for  evermore.  Comq 
Tip  wlienever  you  please.  The  Lord  of  aC 
lords  be  with  thee,  so  pra^s. 

Ever  thine, 
,,  W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER    XXXIV.       • 

TO  THE  SAME. 
Dear  Friend, 

I  HAVE  been  a  prisoner  for  a  whole  fort- 
night, and  no  wonder  after  so  many  campa!|nSj 
the  bellows  by  much  blowing  get  weak,  Jerem. 
vi.  S9.  But  there  most  certainly.is  three  men 
about  the  Doctor,  living  together,  but  never  in 
harmony,  never  in  concord.  The  outward  man 
decays,  not  the  old  man,  satan  will  never  sufict 
that  to  decay  ;  but  the  outward  man,  the  body, 
does  get  feeble  ;  hut  still  the  inward  man  iff 
alive,  and  this  I  firmly  believe. 
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I  have  been  writing,  and  have  finished  it,  a 
work  long  on  my  mind,  and  I  have  thought 
that  my  hoarseness  was  permitted  to  come  on 
me,  that  I  might  perform  this  work  before  1  go 
hence.  The  subject  that  I  have  been  writing 
upon  is,  the  rise  and  progress  of  divine  life  in 
the  soul ;  and  I  have  finished  it,  and  laboured 
hard  at  it,  and  it  is  gone  to  the  printers.  This 
principle  is  more  than  a  thousand  worlds,  and 
will  be  attended  with  longing,  craving,  de- 
siring, hungering,  and  thirsting  till  the  hea-> 
venly  inheritance  be  obtained;  then,  "  The 
Lamb  in  the  midst  of  the  throne,  shall  feed 
them,  and  lead  them  to  living  fountains  of 
waters ;  and  God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears 
from  their  eyes.  Then  they  shall  hunger  no 
more,  neither  thirst  any  more,  neither  shall  the 
sun"  of  persecution  "  light  on  them,  nor  any 
heat,"  Rev.  vii.  l6.  17;  from  a  broken  law, 
or  from  satan's  darts. 

I  much  dread  this  long  cold  winter,  the 
worst  of  which  is  before  me ;  and  short  breath, 
and  London  fogs;  bad  lungs,  and  frosty  air; 
much  speaking,  and  an  increase  of  weakness, 
at  times  discourage  me :  but  a  good  hope 
through  gruce  counteracts,  and  counterbalances 
all  these,  and  nothing  else  can.  I  was  over- 
joyed at  hearing  my  poor  companion  is  better, 
however,  I  much  doubt  if  ever  we  meet,  or  sec 
each  other  again  in  the  flesh,  though  I  have  no 
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doubt  of  amoetn^in  the  better  &]famityi.  1 
hope  to  be  once  more  among  the  sheep  ii«at 
Lord's  day,  if  God  permit,  as  I  am  but  fOoAy 
off  for  curates.  Tender  mj  kind  te$ptttM  to 
all  friendsi  while  I  remain, 

Your  willing  servant,  under  thd 
best  of  Masters. 

vr.n.  ^.± 


LETTER   XXXV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Grantham.     Saturday. 
My  Dearly  Beloved  iu  the  Lord. 

I  AM  alarmed,  and  sorry  to  hear  of  the 
dead  state  into  which  thou  art  fallen ;  none 
knows  but  God  himself,  the  power,  craft,  sub* 
tlety,  cunning,  and  artful  means  which  that 
enemy  is  capable  of  practising  against  the  poor 
children  of  God.  Wh6n  he  had  been  per- 
mitted to  attend  and  weary  my  soul  with  every 
kind  of  lascivious  thoughts,  blasphemy  also 
against  tlie  greatest  of  powers,  and  then  to 
deny  his  existence,  and  the  truth  of  his  word, 
and  then  tempted  to  murder,  after  this  to  pray 
to  the  devil  and  worship  him,  it  pleased  God 
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to  deliver  me,  and  then  he  attempted  my 
peace  and  happiness  another  way.  He  came 
transformed  indeed,  and  melted  my  soul,  and 
set  me  to  bewail  and  lament  the  world  of  tlic 
ungodly,  and  fired  niy  enmity  against  the 
sovereignty  of  God,  and  his  electing  grace, 
and  to  this  I  cleaved,  and  deter  mined  to  share 
with  them  in  the  common  destructiim ;  but 
after  going  blindly  on  strange  lengths,  it 
pleased  God  to  deliver  me. 

The  next  onset  of  Satan  was  that  which  is 
now  fallen  upon  you ;  he  operated  as  the  spirit 
of  a  deep  sleep,  that  I  might  sleep  the  sleep 
of  death ;  and  it  was  long  before  1  found  out 
what  source  it  came  from.  Poor  M.  M.  has 
been  long  in  this,  and  the  adversary  has  gained 
more  ground  by  this  than  by  all  his  former 
violence,  for  then  she  could  pray,  plead,  and 
write  her  feelings,  but  now  she  is  completely 
shut  up;  like  the  spouse,  ^' I  sleep,  but  my 
heart  waketh  j"  conscience  was  uneasy,  and 
that  was  all.  The  same  befel  the  apostles  at 
our  Lord's  apprehension;  they  could  not  watch 
one  hour.  Under  all  other  temptations  we 
may  struiygle  and  resist,  but  this  takes  all  life, 
all  activity,  all  power,  sensation,  affection,  and 
motion ;    and  leaves  us  free  among  the  dead. 

You  have  acred  unwisely  in  this;  had  you 
have  wrote  before,  it  might  have  been  easily 
removed,  but  when   it  becomes  a  set-fast,  it 


n*iW«". 


TmVCotB,  <»"•"» 


IjUf,  LoriM. 


• 


Ok  the  first  day  of  the  folldwing  month, 
the  help  of  God,  I  intend  publishing  an 
hiy-approved  Likeness  of  the  Author  of 
se  Letters,  engraved  by  permission  from  a 
(t  valuable  and  Original  Painting,  in  the 
session  of  Mr.  Samuel  Berry,  to  whom  I  beg 
s  openly  to  express  my  sincere  gratitude^ 
this  distinguishing  mark  of  his  friendship 

esteem.  I  hesitate  not  to  express  my  con- 
nce,  that  this  Print  shall  exceed  in  point 
.ccuracy,  all  that  have  hitherto  appeared. 

beg  to  assure  you  that  for  the  continuance 
this  present  work,  I  have  still  by  me  a  large 
Drtment  of  letters  j  which,  by  the  favor  of 
d,  shall  appear  as  early  as  time  permits. 

Your*s  in  truth  and  sincerity^ 

E.  HUNTINGTON. 

gh  Sircct, 
22,  1813.  .  ..      ■     . 
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LETTER    I. 


TO 

Ditton,  Feb.  U,  1780* 

Hail  though  highly  favored,  blessed  art 
thou  among  women.  This  night  my  dear  bro* 
ther  M*  brought  your  kind  letter  to  me,  which  I 
have  long  longed  for ;  it  came  like  the  obedient 
dove  with  an  olive  leaf  in  her  mouth.  I  took 
it  unkind  your  not  writing,  I  feared  you  was 
slid  back,  but  your  letter  savors  of  my  dear 
master  Jesus,  therefore  I  forbear  to  upbraid 
thee,  but  will  say  with  a  brother  of  old,  "  It  is 
enough,  my  child  is  yet  alive :''  and  may  the 
Lord  of  all  lords  grant  thy  dear  soul  may  live 
for  evermore.  Thy  letter  has  got  a  little  sa- 
vory meat  in  it,  which  my  soul  lovetb.  I  need 
not  ask  thee  how  it  was  thou  got  it  so  soon, 
for  I  believe  thy  God  brought  it  to  thee. 

Oh!  my  dear   sister,  whom  I  love  in  the 
bowels  of  Christ,  let  me  exhort  thee  to  beware 


of  the  vanities  of  this  sinful,  lieaven-danDg; 
CoQ-dislionouring.  and  God-provoking  worl^ 
Cleave  into  tUe  very  heart  of  my  dear  masLer 
Jesus,  and  say,  "Spread  thy  skirt  over  thine 
handmaid,  for  tViOU  art  a  near  kinsman''  of 
ming^Ruth  iii.  9.  He  is  one  of  our  next 
kinsmen,  nigher  than  the  angeU  by  far,  for 
they  could  not-  redeem  us  without  marring 
their  own  inherlfance.  Bless  his  dear  name, 
my  soul  loves  him  beyond  the'power  of  pent<:^ 
describe,  or  tongue  fo  express  :  he  has  lifiecJ 
my  head  above  the  sinful  herd  of  the  earth. 

1  have  through  the  eternal  power  of  ni>'' 
jnvihdble  anchor,  outrid  the  slonn  in  llira 
place,  but  such  a  battle  I  had  last  summer  aS 
you  ne\er  saw;  but  God  enabled  me  to  go  o«"i 
blowing  my  horn  till  the  wall  fell  flat,  and  no*W 
I  shout,  and  hope  to  save  Rahab  the  hark^ 
alive^  Many  that  used  to  shoot  at  mr  hear*i 
now  bow  at  my  feet,  my  God  has  so  lifted  m* 
up.  I  preach  now  more  than  ever,  I  preac"^ 
clean  from  London  to  Farnham,  and  God  grei'- 
ly  blesses  my  labours;  I  think  my  churcl^<^' 
innst  l)e  called  Leahs,  for  they  will  have  * 
good  dowry,  Gen.  xxx.  20.  I  get  very  wcafc 
in  body,  but  my  dear  master  strengthens  hot''  I 
body  and  sou!  at  limes;  I  ngrtetl  with  him  J 
for  a  penny  a  day,  and  I  miislly  get  mv  p!>'  I' 
before  the  sun  sc-u. 


0. 

Obi  tlut  I  wna  biit  a3  strong  as  I  couM 
lb,  wd  my  hfsartas  warm  at  all  times,  surely 
rould  sound  his  pr9.ise  till  all  the  winged 
siciaos  of  the  wood  chanted  it  from  vale  to 
e ;  and  at  every  place  where  the  beams  of 
glory,  shone  upon  my  soul,  I  would  inscribe 
n  the  very  trees,  to  perpetuate  the  memory 
t  from  age  to  age.  I  have  ere  now  preach- 
him  when  I  had  but  one  shirt  in  the  world, 
I  that  was  not  worth  one  shilling,  but  now 
d  has  lifted  me  up  wonderfully ;  I  forget 
poverty,  and  ere  long  I  shall  remember  my 
►ery  no  more  for  ever.  Oh  my  dear  sister, 
me  hear  of  the  welfare  of  thy  precious  soul, 
ray  thee.  Now  may  the  good  will  of  hini 
t  dwelt  in  the  bush,  be  with  thee,  and  may 
banner  of  everlasting  love  be  displayed 
6re  thee,  may  the  high  praises  of  God  be  iii 
ipQUth,  and  a  two-edged  sword  in  thy 
kd;  and  may  thy  faith  be  like  the  expanded 
li  of  a  bridge,  stand  the  6rmer  for  bur* 
is;  and  may  thy  love  be  like  the  flambeau 
t.l)c  gloomy  night,  burn  the  brighter  for 
-ting. 

This  night  I  had  your  letter,  and  Avhen  I 
i  done  preaching,  I  sit  up  in  the  cold  to 
ite  this,  and  now  it  is  a  quarter  past  twelve; 
re  I  deserve  an  answer.  Write  soon,  and  send 
c  word  how,  and  I  will  send  some  pamphlets 
oim  London  as  presents.     I  shall  come,  God 


10 

wi|Ji|ig,,  near  to  Seven-oaks  in  the  SanimcTi  i  £ 
I  come  I  will  travel  to  yoa  and  preach ;  send 
a  leher  to- nte,  do  nut  mind  the  pay.  Majr^^ 
everlasliug-  love  or  God  be  with  thee.  My 
dear  wife  joins  in  love  to  jou. 

W.  HliNTINGTON.S.^ 


LETTER  ir. 

TO  TIJE  SAME. 


DittoD,  JuM  It. 
■y  Dpail7  ReU-vrd  »nJ  longed  fitr  in  the  bowds  of  Ciin*^ 
«'■  Companion  in  LribuUtign,  and  Ftltow-citizen  of  the  huve** 
,,,Jy  Jtroialcoi. 

'       I  INDEED  take  shame  to  myself  that  1  di** 
not  answer  your  letter  before,   but  I  waited  i;** 
See  if  God  would  make  way  for  mc  to  comff'' 
and  indeed  I  have   been  very  hardly    workecJ - 
Last  Saturday  I  preached  at  Battersea,  Sunday 
forpnooii  and  afternoon  at  the  Adelphi,   in  tl»^ 
evening  for  Dr.    (J.  next  day  in  Oxford  Road* 
Tuesday  at  Richmond,  Wednesday  at  Hatniner' 
smith,  and  hist  night  at  Ditton,  and  now  thi* 
day,  being  Friday,  is  a  day  of  rest  to  me,  and  f 
chearfidly   sit  down   to  write  to  you;   and  J 
think  if  my  dear  and  loving  Ixjrd  permit  it,  to 
be  with  you  ne.xtTliursday  evening  to  preacK 


Let  it  be  late,  that  the  poor  working  men  may 
have  time  to  come,  for  I  love  to  preach  to 
them,  for  I  know  what  hard  work  is.  I  be- 
lieve there  is  one  Mr  H.  preaches  that  way, 
five  my  love  to  him  if  you  see  him,  for  he  is 
lear  to  me. 

Dear  si&ter  in  the  Lord,  I  hope  you  will  hnd 
he  work  revived  in  your  soul,  now  you  are 
mt  of  your  hurry-  Oh !  my  dear  soul,  how  cold 
s  the  love  of  many  grown  to  the  ever-blessed 
Lord,  how  much  clinging  to  the  world.  Oh  I 
my  dear  Lord  and  Saviour,  what  hast  thou  done, 
^t  ivhat  is  thy  crime  that  the  world  despise 
thee,  and  the  church  forget  thee  so?  Is  it  nqt 
hoxi  that  bled,  and  died,  to  redeem  our  souls 
h>na  hell?  Is  it  not  for  us  that  thy  garments 
^^i^e  red  like  him  that  treads  the  wine- vat? 
T^en  why,  my  dear  Lord,  art  thou  so  lightly 
*t^5cmed  among  us?  Surely  we  have  rendered 
^^^  evil  for  thy  good  will  to  the  disquietude 
f  %hy  soul,  and  have  set  up  idols,  and  played 
b«  harlot  with  other  lovers,  and  let  them  have 
W.i'bour  in  our  affections.  O  Lord,  forgive 
o^r  idolatry,  and  adultery,  and  keep  the  throne 
of  our  hearts. 

■ 

I  hope  we  shall  have  you  for  our  neighbour 

aoon,  God  willing.   My  three  children  are  all  ill 

with  the  hooping-cough,  and  my  wife  gives  her 

Jove  to  you.     I  will  be  down  on  Thursday  as 


It 


Am«n,  so  I  conduce,     ,,,  -  :  '   ?  .; 

Your  very  ^^ttk  iand  n&wortliy  l><cii' 
th^i^^hrist,  '  .  .  ii.'; 


• , 


letteb:  III. 

TO  THE  9AM£. 


'      • 


Smnr -Betty,  '    .a,  •  '■;/•.•► 

(^trace,  m^rcy^  wA' p«ice  le  with  tiiM^ 

tnd  all  that  love  oar  Lord  Jestts  Christy  ib 
sincerity  and  troth.  I  have  heafd  that  yoo  are 
coming  to  town  at  Christmas;  I  htg  t^tyoa 
inll  make  my  house  your  home^  as  long  cs 
yott  stay  in  town.  You  visited  me  whra  I 
was  a  beggar  upon  the  dunghill^  and  the  g6od 
Lord  having  raised  me  up  from  that  state  of 
real  want^  I  shall  be  as  glad  to  see  you  noMr  as 
1  was  then;  and  that  you  may  ^hare  in  what  it 
has  pleased  God  to  give  me ;  for  I  hope  that  no 
worldly  prosperity  will  ever  make  me  forge^ 
cither  the  coal-sack^  or  the  cobler's  seat. 

I  bless  my  God  for  al)  these  undeserved  fa- 
voursy  but  these  are  not  the  portion  of  my  kiat 
and  defenceless  soul^,  no,  he  has  saved  poor, 
wretched,  worthless  me^  and  my  s^l  exulta  ia 


is 

this  better  part,  that  shall  never  be  taken  an^jr* 
Betty,  Jesus  Christ,  the  darling  Son.  of  God,  is 
the  only  hope  and  help,  guide  and  guardian,  of 
poor;  lost  sinners;  he  is  our  all  in  all,  and 
make  him  such,  for,  *^  The  ransom  of  a  man's 
life  is  his  riches,^  says  Solomon.  All  the  real 
peace,  happiness,  joy,  comfort,  rest,  or  love^ 
that  ever  was  found,  felt,  or  enjoyed  in  this 
irorld  since  Adam  fell,  has  been  found  in 
fhe  communion  and  fellowship  of  the  Son 
of  God. 

The  covenant  of  grace  in  the  days  of  old, 
and  the  gospel  in  our  days,  are  published  that 
we  might  have  fellowship  with  the  Fatlier,  and 
with  the  Son,  Christ  Jesus;  and  what  is  all 
religion  without  this?  Our  fellowship  with 
the  Father  and  the  Son,  is  to  be  known  by 
fiuth  and  love;  *^  Believe,"  says  Christ,  "that 
I  am  in  you,  and  you  in  me ;"  and,  ^'  He  that 
loveth  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in  him:" 
these  are  the  evidences  of  our  union  and  com« 
munion.  This,  Betty,  makes  us  happy,  com- 
fortable, useful,  and  fruitful ;  and  without  this 
we  are  miserable,  restless,  barren,  and  fruitless ; 
for,  "Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing;"  no 
more  than  a  dead  branch  that  is  out  of  the 
vine.  The  only  way  to  keep  this  union  up,  is 
by  watching  our  inward  frames,  and  the  handy- 
works,  and  dealings  of  our  God  with  us, 
searching  the  scriptures,  meditating  thereon. 


r 


14 

constant  in  our  prayers,  ami  thanking  God  fgt  i 
every  favour,  spiritual  or  temporal ;  and  s^f 
that  you  be  not  sfothlul  in  these  things.  y, 

By  tlie  help  of  my  gootl  Gotl,  I  Iwve  beei^J 
enabled  now  for  tliirty  years,  to  keep  moving 
on  in  the  work  of  the  Loitl,  without  having  i 
name  to  live  and  being  dead;  "The  diligent 
8011I  shiill  be  made  fat."  1  am  here  in  my  little 
cabin  at  the  chapel,  <iay  and  night,  and  no 
spot  50  sacred,  and  so  highly  esteemed  by  me 
as  this;  it  is  to  me,  Bethel,  Mount  Tabor,  the 
little  hill  Mizar.  Many  a  heavy  load  have  1 
cast  off  here,  and  many  a  heavenly  ray,  many 
a  sweet  foretaste  of  better  days,  have  I  bad 
in  this  little  cot,  1  did  intend  to  have  seen  0. 
before  now,  but  this  bad,  cold  weather,  lias 
prevented  me,  besides,  my  old  weather-beaten 
tabernacle  cannot  stand  the  fatigue  of  the 
camp,  or  the  hard  labour  of  forced  marches, 
and  therefore  I  shall  indulge  myself,  and  hug 
my  winter  quarters  tdl  Betty,  the  white  Ser- 
jeant, comes  to  my  head  quarter,  to  tell  m* 
how  matters  prosper  in  those  paKs,  where 
Jesus  Christ  comes  with  his  word,  and  whether 
she  thinks  this  the  time  to  send  peace  upOB 
earth,  or  a  sword  and  a  fire- 

Reineniljcr  me  to  your  husband  and  family, 
all  of  whom  I  hope  are  well,  and  likewise  to 
Mr.  G.  when  you  see  him.  A  happy  Christ- 
mas, and  ma\  the  blessed  Son  of  Marv,  be  the 
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son  of  Betty,  for  CfariBt  is  conceived  hi  the 
hearts  of  believers,  as  well  as  in  the  womb  of 
Mary ;  hence  Christ's  confession,  "  lie  tliat 
hath  my  word  and  keepeth  it,  the  same  is  my 
mother,  my  sister,  and  my  brother." 

Ever  your's 

W-  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER    IV, 

TO  H.  B. 


Pear  Fellow  XAbourer. 

I  THiKK  your  present  cross  is  to  teach 
you  to  cease  from  man,  whose  breath  is  in  his 
nostrils,  for  wherein  he  is  to  be  accounted  of.. 
"Where  there  is  no  cross,  there  is  neither  life, 
humility,  nor  power;  in  all  these  things  is  the 
life  of  our  spirit,  by  these  we  are  humbled, 
afid  after  the  trial  is  over  we  return,  like  our 
Master,  in  the  power  of  the  Spirit.  There  is  a 
daily  cross  allotted  us,  and  if  we  watch,  we 
shall  daily  find  it,  and  feel  it  too.  Sometimes 
I  am  altogether  lifeless,  and  at  the  same  time 
so  careless,  that  it  seems  a  matter  of  indiffer- 
ence to  me,  whether  I  pray  for  quickening 
grace,  or  hug  my  carnal  ease.  Again,  I  have 
six  or  seven  times  to  preach,  and  not  one  text 


r 


havegoiif  oh  till  1  have  last  my8!dH',.«nd9tri|»* 
peflttR-Tnot' it'll  the  (leu  (Itat  the  l^iVthad  betute 
distilled  un  their  souls.  Wiico  my  own  sinil 
bath  scenved  iupTivute  to  rise  like  aocdarin 
Lebanon,  I  liave  been  barren  in  the  palpit, 
and  the  ^.irdea  has  vibtbly  withered,  like  i 
green  herb;  and  on  the  other  hand,  wlicn  I 
bave  been  tcmg  occupying  business  in  de^ 
waters,  they  have  sceuioil  to  be  at  the  desired 
haven.  This,  Sir,  is  the  way  I  ^o  on,  anil  in 
my  glass  you  will  probably  see  your  own  face, 
^^ceiand  truth  be, with  thee. 

h-"  ii^.ri\'>  '.M>.ft  ■  £  i<  .'■  ^"^  *^'''^> 

k'shfSnH'litf^i.l    u1     !-,      W-.  HUNTINGTON' 


XEITER   V. 

;.;  SArAN's  blasphetnica  will  d6  us  no  hirif» 
liis  darts  differ  much  from  b«r  critnes;*  coii 
scieticd  doth  not  accuse  me,  nor  doth  the  Al 
toighty  siiglit  me,  tior  frown  upon  me,  becaus' 
tile  devil  is  di^plcasrtl  with  me,  and  bends  hU 
bow  at  hie.  The  king  of  darkness  loves  to 
haVe  qiJfiet  atid,  peace-.ibte  possession  of  the  pa- 
lace, bnd  to  be  {^ncoinjiasscd  with  all  his  ova 
armoHli  '  ' 

Enmity  tb<j!o<f,  projudicc,  blindness  of  miiKl 
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ECfbellidn;  hardness  of  heart,  accumulated  guilty 
ivfidelity  and  insensibilty,  this  is  the  armour 
K^fierein  he  trusts.  Thus  armed  and  enthionedi 
i^i  smbkes  his  pipe,  while  we  perform  his 
hlidgery,  obey  liis  commands,  and  submit  to 
^  captured  at  his  will.  But  when  the  stronger 
dian  he  comes  upon  him,  he  takes  away  thia 
%nii6ur;  th^  true  light  shining,  rends  the 
vail;  the  power  of  God  bends  the  will  to- 
tvatd  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  fleconcilia- 
t/on  inclines  the  mind  to  favour  the  rightful 
overeign ;  the  force  of  truth  batters  and  beats 
own  unbelief;  discovered  mercy  makes  us 
cl<  of  rebellion,  and  to  loath  ourselvef 
r  it.  The  anger  of  God  majvcs  us  trera* 
e  at  the  thoughts  .of  :sin^  imd  the  dread 
<Iamnatian  makes  us  sick  of  satan's  ^vorks, 
»cl  drives  us  to- seek  and  calbfor  deliverance. 
l^is  is  the  work  that  disquiets  the  habitation 
^  dragons,  it.  sets  fire  to  the  coekatrioe  den^ 
K*d  -disturbs  the  hole  of  the  asp.  .. 

The  devil  jSndi»g  himself  disturbed,  trie» 
^>^d  to  pull  his  arjnour  about  ihim  agaiii,i  md 
labours  at  carnal  reason,  at  ejDmity,  at  tinb6lief,r 
at  prejudice,  aud  every  other  jjiecCiOf  his  old 
armour  in  turn,  iu  hope  of  regaining  his  lost; 
possession.  But  as  light  and  truths  faitli.and 
n^pc,  love  and  peace,  joy  and  comfort  g«ia 
gfot^id,  he  despairs  of  success,  and  growsides- 
Perate ;  and  feeling  the  force  of  divine  influ-; 


niDo  ami  operatiuits,  wliicb  lie  tuinsclf  once 
koew   juitl   enjoyed,    this    enllajiics    hiui    ffitb 
wild,  (]istract<-(i,  find  infernal  lage  and  jealousy ; 
and.  ill  lliU  unpurallpled  and   never  tu  be  sub- 
dued   eiintity,     be    liuils    bis    infernal     shnfu 
through  us,  even  at  the  Aindghty  himself,  jt 
his  dear  Son,  aild  at  tlie  most  Holy  Spirit,  and 
his  glurious  work;  even  at  the  scriptures,  attht 
saints,  and  at  every  branch  of  divine  worship. 
But  at  times  God  gives  him  such  dreadful 
Mbulccs,  th^t  he  is  obliged  to  be  off;  and  llien 
he.  goes,  Unng  exasperated  against  God  tn  the 
highest:,  sniODg  the  saints,  tosee  what  mischief 
be  can  do  to  God  among  them,  but  these  art^ 
dry  places.     Here  he  seeks  r^st  but  finds  none* 
f(v9Kitao  c.iu  feed  upoD- nothing  hut  the  mos'C 
inipifFe  lasts  and  corruptions  of  men,  in  thes^ 
lierojls,  basks,. and  gluts  himself;  hence  he  is 
called  a  foul  and  an  unclean  spirit;   and  all 
tliesebeing-Uie  lusts  of  the  ^esb,  and  the  fie&li 
beii^  dust  and  ^hcs,  "  Dust, "  it  is  said,  "slia/i 
be  the-serpcnt/fi  meat."    But  after  all  his  toil 
aQd  labour,  -^^  iieshall  not  hurt  nor  destroy  in. 
all  niyihoiy  giountainr  saith  the    Lord,"  Isi 
lXv..^5  ;-iuiA  *ilf.'  blessed  antidote  against  thij, 
i»irthc  kpowled^e  of  the  blessed  Messiah,  for 
ao'rit  fo|Ji>W6,  -f  For  the  earth  shall  be  full  of 
tJl0  kHOuitedgeof  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  coyer 
thfr.Ma^''Jsb^;xi7  9.    The  blessed  Spirit  le^iiy: 
ing  of  Christ  to  us,  is  the  only  ivay  by  whiclt 


is  routed;  **  When  the  enetay  shall  come 

%  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  God  shall  Uft^p^^ 

sUindard  against  him:"^    Be  strong,  fear  not.    « 

''"    '     '  ■  W.H.S;8; 

•i.  •  ■      ■ 

*  ■       ■  1  I"    • 

*■■■■■■  "     --■-  — 
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LEITER   VI. 


The  Cabin. 

'  Tni  troubler  of  Israel  and  the  plague'  df 
Egypt  is  coming  once  more  Tfccdrding  td  fiu^^' 
tdm/to  enquire  after  ,  hoping  in  God  thiitt 

tfcis  worse  than  when  I  heard  from  hinilaSt; 
For  then  he  was  not  half  bad  enough.  Despe^ 
rate  cases  spread  the  feme  of  the  great  phy^ 
lician,  for  the  patient  when  restored  crannot 
keep  silence.  As  long  as  one  spot  of  leprosy 
rehiained  in  the  leper,  he  was  shot  up  bther 
siV^h  days,  and  the  priest  was  to  look  a^^afti. 
tf  one  red  spot  appear  in  the  head,  then  pro*- 
aounce  him  utter ly  unclean;*  the  plague  is  ih 
his  head;  cover  his  lip,  and  let  him  'cry; 
unclean,  unclean.  But  if  the  leprosy,  all  white 
like  a  hoar  frost  cover  him  aH  over,  he  is 
(Aean,  pronounce  him  clean,  lierit.  xni.  Alt 
his  comeliness,  like  Daniel's,  is  turned  intx> 
corruption,  yet  he  is  greatly  belovdd;  itr^his 
flesh' dwells  no  good  thing,  yet  heiSTonipiet* 
in  him. 


"  We,  poor  TBJseraHe  wretches  ss  We  are,  shall 
(to  more  with  the  bternalSna  of  God  tlianait 
the"  derits,  or  alt  our  shis  and  corntptioas 
though  these  are  many  and  mighty,  for  Christ 
Viates  these  -with  perfect  hatred;  but  the  souli 
r>f  perishing  sinners  arc  precious  in  his  sight. 
You  are  not  one  half  so  had,  so  low,  so  deeply 
sutik  as  I  tvas ;  I  Mas  so  deranged.  lost  tad 
absent,  as  not  to  know  my  own  master  when 
hc'i  spoke  to  nie.  II;id  I  been  a  person  rf 
wealth,  or  had  been  a  kin  to  people  of  property, 
1  had  Ijoen  CDn6ned ;  but  Iieiitg  poor,  nuat 
froubletl  mc  with  a  madhouse,  because  of 
IhHible  and  charges,  and  bleas  God  for.  n^ 
poverty.  *'  DestKmg,  fear  not,  G«d  wiH 
eoitie,  flven  Ood  with  a  recqropenc^  be  will 
MmC  and  saTe  you."  The  Spirit  of  God  btds 
ffyfit-onoaiice  thearwords  to  those  (hat  aFe^o^a 
feu^l  heart;  i       ■  u.t: 

Ghtist's  commissiott  is  limited,  r  andrrestrict- 
ed' tri  but  a  few  dses ;  not  tq;,ihe  whok*  to 
the  fviU,  to  the  righteous,  nor  to  tfee  ftuFcmw 
to 'the  wise,  ijop  to  the  prudent,  ijori;t*»  tibff 
nhderscandin^,  nor  to  tite  Jiojiourable,  ikmIO 
the  «pplaudai  and  apjproved  of  men-  i  &i 
CiQWrtnwBioiris  to  the  tost,  those  with  tlie  pww* 
t^  the  lew  in  them,  and  that  curse  partly  cif- 
Cutedj  called  the  wrath  of  God  in  tliem^  at- 
tended n^th  the  snarea  of  deatli  and  the  pm* 
of  hell ;  these  are  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house 


of'Israd.  ?  Imolvciit  deb toas-* want  the  auttTty^ 
]^riamiersi  want <  liberty,  aadiktvea  in*  ckains 
vant '  fireeiloni ;  thadeacl  waiat  life,  and  tluMo 
tint  are  read  J  to  |jreri&h  want  brea(L  .  Tlio  elder 
skMiy  who  .never  at  any  time  transgreseaed  the 
Commattdmcnt,  and  thfi  phariaee  who.  was  not 
in  other  men,  arc  fareiuoug^b  from  this  ii&t; 
I' Bring  intherpoor>  the  halt,  the  iame,  tlae 
maimed)  aul  the  blind,  that  my  house  may  be 
furnished  with  guests/!.  Theae  are  the  poor 
wretches  by  whom  tlie  Saviour  is  jniueli'^wafnt* 
edy  and  to  whom  he  is  a  most' welcome  and  tax 
acceptable  g^est•  Such  approrrcv  appkaMid^  and 
admire  the  wisdom  and  geodneis  of  God  ir'and 
8uch  will  never  contend  uitH 'the  AbnightQr, 
about  who  sball  have  tbtt  glory*  of  a)  sHmer's 
salvation;  tt  touehes  such  sen^rUe  soqIs  «Qstlie 
quick,  even  to  speak  a  good  \roivVlNi  (^eai» 
much  more  to  speak  a  good  word  of  thtms.  ) 

I  have  been  to  — — ,  or  you  miglnl;  )iave 
heard  from  me  before.  The  tifst  lime  I  'M^eat 
there,  a  meeting  was  oi>fn>  for  mc;  1I19  fi^xt 
time  a  chapel  in  ^^ — ,  was  open ;  the  lastr  time 
til  was^hut,  but  a  barn  that  woulduhol^^^ve 
fhousand;  ami  sure  I  am  that  meeting  flad 
chapel  both  would  not  haA^e  held  tny  awdie^iee. 
f:  found  several  more  poor  souls  wouorlcd^  and 
this  last  time  I  believe  greatly  inioreaiHiii 'the 
number;    the  devil  forestalls  my  mm kcty  and 
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t^THMOA  lflMMe4ri||Mlt'4lM<«^ 
my  abode  bere  and  lAi»e»%hdl»<ter^lJiMVliMiidi 
and  make  me  ar"  public  etatnt^fe 'txr  olMfcs} 
hetiee  I  ww  twe,  aad<  ao  it  fell  Mt,  tiM*  «vdl 
my  master  cwild  iiot»  dared 'M«>'^4lv«ir*dia-> 
ditrge  me^  though  to  hiiiii  r«^{>eaMd  <|oile 
^deranged.        •    ^^  '^  "  "^-  ^^''  >-     '"'*  •  •" 

I'waa  glad  to  4i€ar/ that  you  iraa  atill '«tM^« 

glmg ;   the  figlf 'of  Klkk  >1ii«  d  hard  hattle, 

>0BpeGialiy  whoft  obbeKef  yhuts  Uft  op  in  bondhgc^ 

«d41  shvti  vuf^t^^the^  ;)oy  cH"- thk  Ld#d;  yet 

likfe  tf  grarii  of  %MlM«rd  toed*,-i(r  wdflcft^uiMtet '^ 

th«  hurfeHen^^  <ihd'#{tM&  UK  CheMr  ^tfliiM 'fild 

•hif%-  and^ill  b^  at- tmiefr  tookingr;  WtftHihi^, 

Draitittgy  IcWging*,  and  expeeting;  ahd '^omo- 

itmes  it  wtfl  teiisoiii  argue,  and  eonchide,  Who 

dMi' ten ?' peradventure  it 'Will  tefmhiatfe -la 

good  at  last ;   if  God  were  a  Inind  to  de^My 

Hity  li«  woiild' not  have  shewed  me  suefa  filings 

Ii9'the&«:  ^  Nbi^  can  the  devif,  ^Hherbygiiilior 

^KoleiWe^    gain  a  complete  viclory   ovc**'  it, 

thotagh'he  try  hard:  I'mtan  he  cannot ^ifm 

thte  soiil  ffom^^foaniiig  toGod,  and  k)dk?tog 

fbt*help,''iior  riAk  it  ki  black  despair,  nor  UriVe 

'  W  ftom  the  society  of  the  just;  not  into  llie 

ireorners  cfhair,  Mifi  into-  open  despite  agafaift 

flic  p6'wet  tof  God,  nor  into  atheism,  noi*  Into 

kl!  mahner  of  imcleanness  tvtth  gfeediness,  nor 

Jflttb  diisperatfc'blasphefny  against  the  Almighty, 


97 
«  Into  a  ^tatfij  of  inMnsilnUtyy   thovgli  lie 

!7bfk  soul  that  God  rebukes  and  chasten t, 
rtt  Mill  tli^  breath  of  God  quickens^  heiu^ 
erc^  is  .perpetual  changes  ;  sometimes  ferveut 
ies,  Rod  sometimes  morose  and  suUea  sileoce; 
»B>etimes  keen  sensations,  and  sometimes  a 
veless  stupor;  at  other  times  strong  ftcar% 
id  thea  again  a  regardless  indifierence;  some^ 
KQcs  an  army  o£  terrors  awakeoed  at  once»  and 
Ver  this  often  a  desperate  hardness*  .  But 
lessed  is  the  man  whom  God  chastens,  and 
aches  him  out  of  the  law,  that  he  may  give 
s  wearied  soul  rest  in  Christ  Jesus,  till  the 
t  be  digged  up  for  tlie  wicked.  God  in« 
nicts  us  with  a  strong  h^nd,  that  we 
a;^  not  say  a  confederacy ;  it  makes  us  sin- 

rrT^re  is  a  set  time  for  every  purpose,  aod»a 
tt^  .time  to  remember  Zion;  and  God  some* 
mes  lays  us  long  in  irons  before  that  tim^ 
MBfs,  to  keep  us  from  running  to  mischief  i  to 
Wp  us  from  a  s«perficial|  aud,;aQ.  empty  prcv 
fssJQn ;  and.  to,  keep  us  from  the  puffs  of  pcoa^ 
tti^y.  Without  a  sense  ^f  the  plague  of  the 
I9n^  mesi  sooA  leave  their  profession;  ajgid 
ifliottt  tl\e«:  ballast. of  a  daily  crosfi,  th^ey  are 
^A'Oyecset  by  vain  applau&e,  or  die  s^iiles  pf 
(evidence :  '^  The  turning  away  of  the  simple 
lall  slay  them>   and  the  prosperity  of  faoli 


aff^^i  m^a/tai^mjiii 


Christ  came  to'^vel^/'ld^t'^il^^'V^ 
Brdkeri  hearted  ^ttd  ib  ^ft^^iiyii^  ilM^  %{^ 

ready  to  parish. '  Ahd  iMs'>6¥'6e>  ^6^  "^a^ 

«acb  texts  agahnt  fhe'de^  liilli^a^H^'  f'lK^ 

fiiat  at  times  teV<iiildit^ir^1ik'i(ll^^f@i^ 

ttitidled  by  a  ^nik^  ihichai^:'    *^ '"'^   ^^?^ 


■*l  *  • 

'•f  • 


«  '  ' .       I 


ir. 


LkTTEl 


'■»i*^;  ; 


t  PERCEIVE  that  thou  art  at  the  bar  ^i^ 
inquisition  14  made/  where  pa[st'ft^lli<^l!i,  aiid'tbi^ 
root  from  which  thipy  sprung,  %it  sifted  iip^^ 
the  hottom ;  and  when  thd  accuset  of  t(tt 
brethren,  the  oU  ieriticer,  tempter,  and  iri^' 
leader^  turns  accuser ;  and  at  which  tiiUies  HSiir 
and  consi^iehce  aire  both  in  verdict,  a&idf  !![^ 
testimony  against  ns.  But-ri^mem^r  thi|l/U 
JlX)i  being  beaten  Ivith  many  MH{S€s  in  hdl^ 
nor'  m  It  the  last  asstzei  wherA  4n'd  When  kt^ 
door  o^'liope  IS  shut,  the  flood-gatfes  open,  knA 
prayer  cannot  come  nigh  the  judge :"  the 
throne  Of  grace  is  at  thy  backv 
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"  Wt  have  an  advocate  with  the  Father  ;*• 
ind  thpse  that  are  strangers  to  this  trial,  never 
taiiiry  |ior  felt,  the  need  of  Christ  m  that  office. 
[ndeed  I  expected  something  of  this  sort  upon 
diee,  politicks  had  almost  preyed  upon,  and 
sateo  upi  the  vitals  of  gospel  simplicity;  my 

icBite  is  that  may  be  tried,  because  of  his- 

mswers  for  wicked  men,  Job  xxxiv.  His 
lieart,  his  affections,  his  best  wishes,  yea  God*s 
qieed  was  hastily  desired  in  the  behalf  of  the 
irors.t  enemies  that  God,  or  Clirist,  or  his- 
:hurch,  or  bis  gospel  have  in  this  worlds  t 
mean  the  French  papists ;  shall  we  bid  these 
Sod  speed?  ''  Shouldest  thou  help  the  un- 
^dly,  and  love  them  that  hate  the  Lordr- 
I  Chron.  xix.  S.     **  Thou  shalt  not  seek  theif 

• 

lea^,  nor  their  prosperity  all  thy  days  for 
svcr,"  Deut.  xxiii.  vi.  Butwh}-?  because  the 
>ope  is  Balaam,  >yho  holds  the  doctrines  of 
Salaami  and  casts  the  stumbling  block  of  his 
{liqiiity  in  the 'way  of  Gixi's  Israel ;  and  all 
Mipists  who  pay  tithes  to  him,  hire  him  to  curse 
yitiik  bell,  book,  and  candle,  the  Israelof  God; 
Jiercfore  thou  shalt  not  seek  their  peace  nor 
rhcir  prosperity  for  ever. 
-  My  universal  charity,  mentioned  in  my  Skc- 
eton,  cost  me  many  a  stripe  and  groan,  and 

Sod  will  cure  < of  this  disease.     God  has 

{iven  the  papists  up»  tQ  tlip  father  of  lies,  to 
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hciiev^  a  lie  i  and  aow  to  .him  that  vnuhttcmir- 
derar  fram  the  begi&aing,  that  tkty  may  kill 
each  other,  and  that  the  devil  may  Kap.hit 
owu  harvest  But  who  would  wiah  tt>  die  id 
peace,  in  afiection^  and  iu  heart-felt  union  with 
these?  *'  Gather  not.g^y.«oi4.iKith  sinner^  oer 
my  life  with  bloody  men/'  Psa.  xxvu  9^  O  Aiy. 
aonl,  come  not  thou  into  their  -secret;  wuto 
their  assembly,  mmt,  honoui^  '  he  not  thoic 
united  :  for  in  their  anger  they  have  killed  ihe 
aaints^  and  in  their  self-will  they  havedig|^ 
down  the  wall  of  salvation.  Curbed  be!  theic 
aBger-««bat  I  spare  thee.  Gen.  xlix.i6^  \[''[.  ., 
Persons  Whwe  consciences  ar(  exerdiaeA 
with,  and  influenced  by,  a  spirit  of  legal  hond** 
a^  which  is  nothing  else  but  the  wracK  of 
God  in  tl^  law,  which  stirs  up  the  csRrnal 
enmity  of  the  hearty  and  fills  it  with  servile 
fskXf  vexation,  and  torment ;  I  say  persona 
thas  influenc*ed  are  continually  striving  In  their 
own  strength,  vowing,  and  making  mauy  lawa 
of  tlieir  own.  One  drinks  water,  till  he  ia 
advised  to  a  lille  wine  for.  his  often  infiriiii' 
tie0^  another  eateth  herbs ;  there  is  no  end  to^ 
**  Touch  IK. t,  taste  not,  handle  noty  which  all 
are  to  perish  with  the  using,"  Col  ii.  iil.  82, 
The  gospel  forbids  not  the  lawful  use  of  any 
necessary,  but  tlie  abuse  of  it;  tlu)u  muyest 
eat  and  drink  what  thy  soul  lusteth  after,  act 


St 

aa    .thou.  .«rfc:::but  igrateful    to  GoA  fin^  iil 
Head  ttim  fonrtaenth  Mohapter  of    DeatercM 


M    t  < 

'     1 

I     f.,       I  • 


•      I  . 
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LETTER   IX. 

jny  l!),car  Brother. 

Having  this  moming  begged  of  th«  Lord 
tf}  make  all  thy  bed  in  thy  sicki\es§,  and*  to 
Btrea^^eu  tl^y  faith  under  a  languishing  bo4y» 
to  renew  t^e  inner  man  as  tlie  outwa^pd  maiv 
decays,  that  the  image  of  the  second  Adan^ 
may  shine  with  glory  on  thy  face,  as  the  ipiag^ 
or  tne  first  is  about  to.  be  defaced ;  and  thi^ 
must  be  the  case,  for  our  God  is  the,  liealth  of 
our  countenance,  our  saving  health,  our  heal^^ 
ine  palm^  our  hidden  life  and  length  of  our 
day s^^ or  the  continuer  of  our  life  in  eternal 

Tliou  art  going  from  the  evil  to  comQj  ajac| 
wilt  l^e  hid  in  the  day  of  tl)e  Lord's  fierce  a^ger. 
The  nearer  thou  coniest  to  tl:e  heavenly  couu* 
try,  the  more  will  every  incorruptible  principle 
struggle  to  get  into  a  life  of  glory,  being  or* 
dained  to  reign  through  the  righteousness  of 
Christ  to  eternal  life ;  aud  under  these  opera- 


Uons  thy  soul  will  aspire,  and  enlarge,  as  ]i 
•faiues  in.  and   love  entlames;    the   earoest  | 
often  most  precious,  when  the  great  rewardf 
at  hand.     No  iloubt  but  thou  wilt  rise  adj 
£a\\  iu  tlie  balances  of  the  sanctuary,  becan^ 
there  are  two  nations  wjthiu.  but  corruption  can'! 
not  inherit  incomiption,  and  therefore  this  tuoil 
be  put  off,  that  glory  may  be  put  on  ;  belwcw 
chose  thou  wilt  mount  and  sink,  but  he  hit 
told  us  the  end  from  the  beginning,  that  si'd 
ahall  not  have  dominion;  but  the  end  of  (M 
4hall  be  the  salvation  of  the  aoul. 

You  are  coinmanded  to  watch  hrs  hand, 
try  the  firmness  of  the  foundation,  and  W 
prove  his  frithfulness;  our  end  is  promisaiio 
be  peace,  and  hope  is  to  be  enjoyed  in  deill, 
and  the  death  of  a  saint  is  to  be  precious  a 
God's  sight;  therefore  watch,  and  make  full 
proof  of  these  things:  and  if  these  thingsfl 
not,  as  I  am  sure  they  will  not,  set  to  thy  st" 
tliat  God  is  true.  God  help  thee,  ao  praj's  '1'' 
Coaiheaver.  I  liavc  sent  these  scraps  to  n) 
brother  clergy,  to  read  to  our  highly  honoiW" 
friend,  now  in  tlie  furnace,  dismissing  tw 
dross,  an'l  cii- reusing  the 'gold;  enduring  tl* 
last  stripes,  to  jircpare  him  fur  the  highest  «• 
ceplation. 

W.  H.  S.S. 
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"  1*^  S.  Tlie  above  was  all  written  this  morn- 
ina  But  your's  with  the  best  of  tidings  is 
cbiJie;  nevertheless  I  send  this,  and  the  Doctor 
says/  Adieu  vain  world,  and  fare  ill  siu,  death, 
and  devil^  while  all    that   believe  shall   fare 

well. 

if. 


■    V 


LEITER    X. 


'Happy,  thrice  happy  are  we,  who  have 
the  God  of  Jacob  for  help,  who  makes  us  won- 
dcfrf  to  the  world,  tlie  admiration  of  angels,  and 
riiddles  to  ourselves.  I  am  now  an  old  man, 
and  yet  a  new  creature ;  I  totter  and  tremljle, 
aftd  ycft  am  a  brazen  wall,  and  an  iron  fence ; 
ndthklg  but  frailty,  and  yet  possess  everlasting 
Ml'eiigth.  A  bruised  reed,  and  yet  an  invinci- 
ble 'cidliimti ;  stark  naked,  and  yet  adorned 
wifth* '  sev^n  robes ;  divorced  for  spiritual  adul* 
Wry^''iind  yet  a  chaste  virgin;  near  seventy 
yirtirr Bid,  but  only  forty  years  of  age ;  a  con- 
dkmrtitd  criminal,  and  yet  just  before  God. 
Mali  arid  conscience  less  and  worse*  than  no- 
thing, and  yet  much  more  than  that  noble  crea- 
ture called  man;  often  ill,  yet  possessing  saving 
health,  and  never  sick,  Isa.  xxxiii.  24;  thrice 
dead,  and  four  times  alive. 

.(; 
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A  poUuteJ  leper,  yet  without  spot;  an  enemy 
to  Gd(I,  and  yet  in  the  highest  friendship  widi 
him  .;-.a-vile  sinner,  and  yet  a  thrice  sanctified 
saint ;  a  he*rgar,  and  yet,  an  heir  of  three 
wortds';  a  worm  of  the  dust,  and  yet  an  angel 
of  God.  An  awful  rebel,  and  yet  an  aniltassa- 
doi-  of  peace;  nothing  but  evil,  yet  tilled  with 
all  goodness ;  a  mass  of  corruption,  and  yet 
incorruptible  ;  a  child  of  wrath,  and  yet  a  child 
of  God  ;  a  cloud  of  darkness,  arid  yet  a  shining 
lin;ht.  An  ignorant  fool,  and  yet  a  wise  spi- 
ritual teacher;  naturally  barren,  yet  the  fa- 
ther of  an  hundred  sons ;  the  last  of  all,  jei 
few  before  me;  a  servant  of  servants,  yet 
crowned  and  anointed  king;  in  the  lower  room, 
yet  in  the  highest  seat. 

A  native  of  Cranbrook  in  Kent,  yet  bornantl 
bfQught  up  m  the  city  of  Zion;  never  from  the 
duflghill,  yet  always  filling  a  throne  of  strfC* 
Job,  XXX  vi.  7.  The  appearance  of  a  thief,  ;fe(i» 
son  of  the  King  of  kings;  an  incarnate  liCTlTr 
but  a  temple  of  the  Almighty  ;  a  smutty  'coA' 
heaver,  but  a  priest  of  the  most  high  God;  * 
labourer  in  the  vineyard,  and  a  ruler  ip  Israet- 
A  condemned  heretic,  yet  a  teacher  of  di8 
Gentiles  in  faith  and  verity;  a  man  of  aW 
spirit,  yet  blessed  with  an  holy  one ;  an  ulti- 
noinian,,yet  influenced  with  truth  and  powetj 
the  offscouring  of  the  earth,  yet  the  trcasiirerf 
heaven ;  the  banc  of  mankind,  and  the  delight 
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the  Almighty .:  an  ill  savour  to  sinners,  and 

t'Alt  to  preserve  them.     The  Kentish  man 

ids  tx>  the  man  of  Kent,  the  compliments  of 

6  season,    to   wit  a  comfortable  Christmas, 

d  a  peaceable  new  year. 

•  W.  H.    S.  S. 


LETTER    XI. 

TO  MRS  G. 


Nothing  my  dear  Sister  has  kept  me  so 
3£  from  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  bas- 
ty  but  the  hard  labour  and  fatigue  of  writing 
^  book  in  hand,  which  seems  to  gi*ow  so  fast 
my  mind,  and  to  swell  so  big  in  my  hands, 
tt  I  know  not  when  I  shall  finish  it.  These. 
'  dear  girl,  are  not  times  for.  the  poor  of  the 
c^k  to  abound  in  liberality ;  I  was  pleased  at 
e.  good  will,  but  the  deed  mu^t  hurt  you ; 
Slides,  the  poor  oppressing  the  poor,  is  a 
''^.eping  rain  that  leaves  no  food  beliind«  iProv. 
icyiii.  3. 

T^ie  Lord  maketh  poor  and  maketh  richi "  to 
me  he  gives  a  fortune  in  gold,  to  others  in 
ijth;  the  former  lives  upon  his  stock  in  hand, 
le  latter  by  faith  on  the  Lord's  promisfed 
lunty;  the  former  is  an  independent,  the  lat- 
r  a  pauper,  and  of  all  trades  that  is  on  foot, 
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begging  is  the  best.  Heaven  Is  the  mansio:^ 
house,  the  cross  the  tioor-post,  Christ  thedoo:^ 
God  tlic  benefactor,  the  sensible  sinner  the  be^f- 
gar,  the  S[)irit  the  pleader,  faith  the  hand,  cor«- 
science  the  mouth,  and  nothing  can  feed  it 
but  blood,  righteousness,  peace,  love,  comfort, 
and  experimental  knowledge.  His  flesh  is 
meat,  his  blood  is  drihl;,  his  comforts  are  milV 
his  love  wine,  his  peace  a  river;  and  to  eat  the 
little  book  is  to  feed  upon  knowledge  and  un- 
derstand-ing. 

This  last  is  a  dry  crust  put  between  our 
gums  to  mump  upon,  when  weaning  time  coma 
on,  which  are  bad  tkys  for  little  ones,  wlw 
would  much  rather  quiddle  the  breast,  as  long 
as  there  is  a  drop  to  be  got,  but  it  must  nolbe 
so  done  in  our  country,  for  fear  of  making  tu 
pot-bellied,  large  bodies  but  little  heads,  much 
life  and  power,  but  no  wisdom  or  knowledge  to 
defend  ourselves  against  thieves  and  robbera. 
Farewell,  be  a  good  girl,  and  mind  your  boobs; 
the  day  book,  conscience;  the  post  book,  the 
bible ;  the  ledger,  the  book  of  life  :  and  whrn 
it  is  well  with  you  remember  me.  My  love  W 
your  husband. 

Ever  your's  in  faith  and  love, 

W.  H.  S-S. 
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LETTER   XIL 

1  AM  sorry  that  you  should  have  any  toss« 
ings  to  and  fro  about  me,  I  sliouid  always 
inform  you  if  any  thing  was  wronpj  or  dis- 
pleasing; all  that  I  long  for  is,  to  see  you  ebta- 
blished  in  the  faith.  .  Let  the.  two  nations 
struggle  together,  I  know  which  is  to  gain  the 
mastery,  the  elder  shall  serve  the  younger,  the 
old  man  shall  submit  to  the  new.  They  that 
have  no  changes  fear  not  God,  therefore  ex- 
pect the  lot  of  them  that  do. 

One  single  member  of  the  new  man,  is  more 

than  a  match  fore  very  member  of  the  old  one  j 

grace,  yea  every  grace  shall  reign.     As  light 

breaks  in,  it  will  extend  and  spread  itself,  and 

in  this  light  they  will  see  what  is  the  hope  of 

his  calling,  and  the  firm  foundation  he  has  laid 

for  hope  to  rest  on.     The  whole  wir  between 

flesh  and  Spirit,  is  of  the  I-ord,  hie  is'Ciyncemed 

in  it,  and  will  overlook  it.    The  captain  of  ouY 

salvation  is  principally  concerned  in  it^  and  a^ 

for  us  our  chief  business  is  to  look  on,  observe 

Yvhich  is  likely  to  be  uppermost,  tiike  part  with 

•.he  new  man,  pray  for  more  forces  to  assist  him, 

id  to  be  thankful  for  every  victory  that  he 

)tains,  and  for  all  the  seasonable  succour,  sup- 
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lU'^t  »#/  U^/4  /^t  f>«m.  ^/L^  i£  LiAC,  sad  I 
fLty^A-^,  y//tt  V/U# ,;-  y4uu.  utfozc  tow". 
«4iv'/i^fe/J  ^/f  troi.^;*-   fcr.d  mar y  compliiats ;  ir^ 
i»  f.)«^  MTiM:  0iairi>  jui'iiii^.  that  a  brother  is  boim 
f'/i  mi¥i:t%ttyf  a«  I  l/tiie.c  every  reil  brother, 
oi  Iff //Uier  l>orn  a^in,  is.     Knmity  between  the 
•i'i|/«7fil  aiMl  the  Saviour,  between  Christ's  seed. 


and  the  seed  of  tlie  serpent ;  eirnity  T  <;av  be- 
tween tiiese,  is  put  by  God  hin)sch*i  and  Clirist 
came  Dot'to  send  peace  here,  butmther  divi^^ 
bnfcy  a  swofrd,  ahd^Wiueb-  Setwdetgnce  mA 
td/ttdptilM  thttt  in,  -fMiA  -  iriMt^bcij  1 1  .(Mmtiiiual> 
Wttt;*  benee  sedf^enta]^  and  »a  bearing  of -thit 
thite,*  comes  oir  dlily<   «    *       ;  . 

'  "  ^Antf  b^^Afdea*  t)hiiv  liie>itod  atid^tbe  furnacf^  to 
'^r^ ' e<Hir)r ' bran^hr  4q  the  true«  vim,  tbifvii 
Mtto  66d  tb6>Fath0r}  kpiritiial  df0ettion»froni 

.  IBIIfhi}^'''  'Vetiiy  thoiriart.  a  .Ckki  th^O,  hidest 
4iiyi»e#;  O'66d:0f  Israel  the  Savi^q V  l3a.>^lr; 
T5i '  grttiitf  8ui^fc;-axid  kind  4id;ai)d4asf si^ca 

'>fMiif^tb«  Hbly  Spirit,  and  sad  deadtiess^  reioc-^ 
liliyce,'  and  cold  indiiference  for  Che  cWant  of  iL 
3lite»elil%' the  ground  wdtic  of  Wllthe  cbaogeii 
vHidk^the  believer  piasses^nSeri^^abd  they  that 
~  bave  no  changes,  ftar  not  God.  But  even  tbii 
k  QaUq4  &  8pft*  ^nd  it  «iic|i .^n  one,  as  many  in 
KnSibte  Apostasy  would  gladly  embrace ;  ''  It 
is  given  in  your  behalf,  n^t  only  to  believe  in 
Christ,  but  also  to  suffer  for  his  sakei**  and 

^  they  that  share  not  in  this  suffering,  ar^^^ure 

.to  have  their  portion  in  a  woi^e  lot.     But  sure 
1l^9  the  Lord's  power  is  never  made  60 -^er- 
fejct  as  in  our  weakness,  when  heart  and  flesh 
both  fail. 
J  J  There  is  life  in  every  gratfCf  of  God^s  Spirit, 

-jajpd  though  these  often  appefar  at  a  raw'd>b,ftnd 
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ready  to  die,  yet  we  continually  see  a  reviTi 
and  seldom  do  we  see  all  grace  eunk  and  down 
together.  Faith  may  stagger,  as  in  DaviiJ, 
wbea  he  tied  from  Absalom  ;  love  as  in  the 
church  of  Ephesus  ;  deadiiess  as  in  tlie.,churdi  ! 
of  Sardis :  but  hope  and  expectation  keep 
the  field,  this  anchor  is  sure ;  was  this  to  give 
way,  we.shoiild  be  utterly  cast  down,  for  the 
Lord  upholds  us  witli  his  hand;  ai^d  out  of 
this  hand  they  shall  never  he  plucked,  come 
on  m  what  may.  Tliis  I  am  sure  of,  tbit 
as  afflictions  abound,  so  also  shall  consolatiom 
abound}  and  the  deeper  the  work,  the  clearer 
the  bottom,  the  firmer  is  the  joint  with  the 
foundation,  and  the  brighter  the  eyidencea 
God  says^  and  I  believe  it,  that  all  things  work 
for  good  to  them  that  love  him.  Farewejl,  my 
love  to  Mary,  and  accept  the  same. 

w.  h:  S.  S. 
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LETTER   XIV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

The  Cabin,  Monday  Morning. 

Saturday  Bight  when  I  arrived  at  the 

Cabin,   I  found  my  dear  friend's  letter,  for 

which  I  thank  her  kindly.    The  communion 

of  sain.ts  is  an  article  of  faith,  and  where  there 

is  communion  there  must  be  a  union  of  spirit; 

and  this  appears  in  your's,  you  had  a  part  of 

my  burden  laid  on,  before  you  knew  of  the 

load  I  laboured  uqder;  ^^  This  is  the  Lord's 

ioiog,  ftnd  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes."    The 

leavy   tidings  were  brought   to  my  ears  last 

aturday  was  a  week,  when  I  arrived  at  the 

lapel,  after  returning  from  ,  and  a  heavy, 

stless  night  I  had  of  it;  my  heart  was  hard^ 

f  soul  dry  and  barren,  sunk,  and  shut  up. 

Sunday  morning  it  began  to  thaw  and  move 

ttle,  and  I  got  through  the  day  better  than 

^ected.     Monday  and  Tuesday  sweet  meek- 

,  contrition,  humility,   and  self-abasement 

!S8ed  me,  and  much  energy,  fervour,  and 

gement  of  heart  at  prayer,  insomuch  that 

towels  yearned,    my   heart  glowed,    my 

a  lightened,  faith  and  hope  sprung  up, 

'ent  out  into  exercise,  and  I  felt  in  my^- 
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self  as  if  the  heavens  were  in  motion  in  mf 
behalf.  •      -  V        ■ 

You  know  not  the  indignation  there  lit  in 
these  against  Christ  and  hh  causae,  it  is  deeftied 
mere  jest,  and  made  a  scorn,  derision^  and  ridi^ 
cule  of;  but  God  can  support  me,  and  bring  me 
through  all  the  brow-beating  that  I  may  be 
exposed  to.  But  as  the'  itiijn'iKonfnenfi  of  Peter 
moved  the  church  to  pray  without  ceasing  for 
him,  I  thought  I  woald  endeavour  to  move  the 
same  army  with  banners  in  my  catrse,  knowing 
that  God  will  hear  and  answer  prayer,  and  he 
bids  us  pray  for  each  other.  It  is  true  tbef  path 
is  through  much  tributati<in,  but,  ^  Suirely»'* 
says  the  wise  man,  ^'  there  is  an  end,  axid 
thine  expectation  shall  not  be  cut  off/'  Prov^ 
xxiii.  18. 

Sorrow  and  sighing  will  never  take  their 
flight,  till  that  which  is  perfect  is  come;  Ht^ea 
all  kindred  souls  will  enjoy  their  own  friends, 
the  "wicked  shall  cease  from  troubling,  and  the 
weary  be  at  rest,  Job  iii.  17.  My  heart  isi  with 
many  that  are  gone  before,  it  is  with  some 
going  off  the  stage  now,  and  not  a  few  wiH  ht 
left  behind  when  I  go ;  but  the  cord  of  lov^ 
the  bond  of  the  covenant,  runs  through  all  the 
disciples,  and  binds  them  up  in  the  buodljp  of 
life  with  the  Lord  our  God;  and  this  threefold 
cord,  or  the  love  of  Father,  Son,  and  Sjxirit,  h 
not  quickly  broken.    Give  my  kind  love  to 
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Mary  when  you  see  her^  and  depend  upon  it, 
that  1  shall  never  forget  my  dearly  beloved 
friends  in  the  Lord  Jesus. 

Your's,  evermore  in  him. 

W.  H-  S.  S. 


LETTER  XV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


The  Cabin. 

'^  1  RECEIVED  my  dear  friend's  letter,  but  am 
'  deeply  engaged  with  my  book,  having  been 
much  hindered  in  the  work.  I  was  sorry  to 
hear  of  so  sick  a  house,  but  we  are  born  to 
lirbuble,  and  troubles  are  good  when  wc  consi- 
dtr  who  sends  them,  and  for  what  end  they  arc 
Wtxt.  R.  has  lost  her  fine  child,  and  she  is  now 
at  my  house  low  indeed,  both  in  body  and 
miild,  and  yet  I  perceive  this  has  been  attend- 
'ttl  with  a  hope  in  the  mercy  of  God,  through 
Christ.  God  is  never  so  far  from  us  as  when 
'  'Ifr^  are  most  at  ease;  he  is  a  present,  a  very 
present  help  in  times  of  trouble.  Follow  hard 
Hfter  him,  and  seek  his  face  evermore,  for  they 
ihat  seek  the  Lord,  shall  want  no  good  thing. 
I  ain  a  living  witness  of  this,  I  never  saw  his 
providence  so  clear,  and  so  bountiful  as  of  late, 
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and  not  from  the  quarter  tlmt  yoil  suppose,  Cot 
I  will  not  be  brought  under  the  power  of  any- 
but  it  has  flowed  in  from  all  quarters. 

The  infinnities  of  old  age  cra\vi  oti,  and 
our  kind  and  dear  parent  lightens  other  luada,^ 
I  never  omit,  neglect,  or  forget  you,  nor  the 
poor  souls  at   B.   in  my  prayers ;   I  have  you 
and  them    always    in   remembrance   at  tliese 
times,  go  when  I  may,  and  1  know  I  am  heard. 
I  heard  the  week  before  last  that  poor  J.  was 
very  ill ;    last  Sabbath  was  a  week,  I  rose  early 
in  the  morning  at  the  Cabin  to  pray  for  Iiim, 
and  was  sure  I  prayed  in  faith,  and  was  heard; 
and  I  asked  the  Lord   to  convince  me  by  the 
first  passage  I  Jooketl  at,  that  he  had  heart!  mr, 
and  it  was  this  :     "  He  hath  not  despised  nor 
abhorred  the  affliction  of  the  afflicted,  neither 
hath  he  hid  liis  face  from  him;  but  when  he 
praye<I  unto  him  he  heard."     I  sent  the  whole 
account  to  J.  and  received  for  answer  that  on   ; 
that  day  he   began  to  amend,   and   preached  ! 
twice;    and   in  the  evening  he  was  so  assisted   | 
and  led  out,  as  to  be  a  wonder  to  himself,  and    | 
to  all  the  people.  | 

At  the  same  time  came  word  ihrit  ■  '  -  ffai 
exceeding  ill,  and  had  great  confidence  that 
God  would  hear  me,  if  I  prayed  for  him,  I  M 
and  was  much  led  out,  and  when  Mr  —  «■  ■ 
turned  at  noon  and -told  him,  he  repKtfd,  I 
knew  it,  for  I  felt  myself  getting  bettei:  at  the 
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same  time.  Farewell,  be  of  good  cheer,  and 
we  shall  win  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of 
God  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Ever  your*8,  most  affectionately, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER    XVI. 


The  Cabin,  Monday  Mombg: 

Yesteedat  I  saw  the  little  builder,  who 
informed  me  that  thou  art  still  alive,  and  among 
the  little  knot  of  seekers,  after  so  many  deaths, 
and  so  many  apostacies ;  blessed,  for  ever 
blesssed,  be  the  most  propitious  Father  of  all 
mercies,  and  God  of  all  comfort.  ()  that  thou 
didst  but  know  what  my  poor  soul  gained  by 
occupying  business  in  those  deep  waters,  thou 
wouldest  hug  thy  chains,  kiss  the  rod,  and  call 
every  bitter  thing  sweet. 

The  reflections  of  divine  anger,  the  rccoilings 
of  conscience,  the  impressions  of  holiness,  the 
entrenchments  of  justice  and  severity,  are  the 
dark  side  of  the  mount,  these  lessons  are  learnt 
in  the  secret  place  of  thunder ;  Moses'  beams 
will  shine  in  the  face  of  a  mediator,  when  this 
humbling,  searching,  and  trying  exhibition 
vanishes  away.    Then,  then  comes  the  moun- 
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tains  of  myrrh,  and  tUc  hills  of  frankincense ; 
and  thou  shalt  see  the  King  in  iiis  beauty,  anil 
tlie  land  t^bat  is  very  f:ir  off;  difd  this  transfonn- 
ing  and  soul-dissolviiig  vision,,  will  leave  tnce 
a  silly  dove  witli'iut  a  lieact,^  for  thou  wilt  find 
it  hard  work  to  hold  one  thought  down  to  ^le 
things  of  ihis  life.  And  be  sure  of  thia,  that 
as  fir  as  iliou  goest  in  deep  waters,  and  heaven- 
ly flights,  so  fiir  uilt  thou  unJifstand  tk 
lamentation.--  and  triumphs  of  Z  vn,  and  nofnt- 
ther;  all  besides  is  meie  speculation.  I  bare 
blessed  my  Ood  witli  niillioas.  of  tears  wt 
liririgiiig  me  the  way  that  he  did,  though  il  visS 
grievous  to  me. 

No  law-work,  no  legal  terrors  abstractedlji 
Konsidcrcd,  will  wean  us  from  sin,  from  tl* 
world,  or  from  the  vanities  of  it,  much  less 
(hive  us  to  like  Christ,  or  his  truth;  this  i* 
done  by  the  varinus  operations  of  God's  s)iis 
blessed  Spirit,  which  attends  the  coijvictiwi 
of  God's  elect:  he  quickens  us,  and  makes^ 
feelings  keen,  which  smart  we  feel.  Ail  liip 
gerings  and  thirstiugs,  cravings  and  longing 
meltings  and  hiiinblings,  all  the  sweet  &UC 
pious  grief  sclf-dislikc,  self-abasement,  Ipoli 
ing  to  Cbrist,  feeling  for  him,  condoling  him,-* 
sympathising  with  him,  attended  with  cuttio^ 
and  yet  pleasing  regret,  compunction,  W 
contrition,  are  from  Christ;  and  do  youo^ 
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«erve  this,  the  Spirit,  says  Christ,  shall  testify 
4>f  me. 

Now  when  the  law  works  alone,  the  bondage, 
^ears,    wrath,   and  terrors  of  it,   these  are  dry 
2>^rching,  and  hardening ;   they  make  the  soul 
stubborn,  sullen,  obstinate,  perverse,  inflexible, 
j>roud,   scjfish,    and   as   if    we   were    injured, 
"which  ends  in  hatred   to  God  and   self-pity. 
"The  carnal  mind  cannot  be  subject  to  the  law, 
»or  does  the  law  exclude  boasting,   nor  can  it; 
say,  sin  by  the  law  forbid,  and  by  the  law  stir- 
red up  and  irritated,  works  in  our  members  to 
bring  forth  fruit  unto  death.     Hatred  to  God, 
self-pity,  self-seeking,  self-applause,  self-vindi- 
cation,  and  self-justification,  are  all  the  fruits 
and  effects  of  the  law,  as  may  be  seen  in  the 
elder  brother  of  the  prodigal,  the  servant  with 
one  talent,   the  Jewish  pharisees,  and  all   the 
professing  goats  at  the  great  day,  who  have 
done  many  wonderful  works  for  Christ. 

Now  on  the  other  hand,  every  evangelical 
sensation,  influence,  or  operation  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  which  succeeds  the  cold  north  wind  of 
the  law,  and  is  called  the  south  wind,  this 
always  humbles,  softens,  meekens,  and  melts 
the  soul;  and  under  these,  not  the  wTath  of 
God  in  the  law  is  uppermost,  but  Christ  in  the 
gospel,  he  is  predominant  in  the  mind,  thoughts, 
and  affections;  the  Spirit  testifying  of  him 
while  these  things  are  felt.     Indeed  all  these 
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budding  hopes,  pleasing  grich,  and  piom 
DiOiins,  arc  the  cffecLi.  <it  grdcc,  by  t(ie  Spifiti 
from  Christ's  fuhifsi  ;  .and  iMjlf-iU>ast:ii)eut,  ud 
love  to  Christ  are  tlie  upalti^rabLe  £cairs  tl^reaC 

TeU to  persistoi  w^  if  ,si„harm  us,  if  *fl  ' 

follpw.whacisgoodp  ...   .urul    ■<  ■ 

:.    '.     .^,  w.  H.  S.S. 
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3(f^  yd  U",  .-■■■         .  ■''■  ^'i    I 
ifiij  pt»,  .. (LETTER   XVII. 

According  to  account  there  is  evil  coun-?- 
set  taken  against ,  as  well  as  against  me- 
lt 13  d  grief  to  the  cfiildren  of  this  world,  and 
to  their  father  the  god  ot  it,  tliat  we  are  per- 
mitted to  crawl  upon  the  earth;  but  so  it  il, 
that'Immanuel,  God  in  our  nature  by  mcaxoit 
tion,  is  God  with  us,  and  he  as  such  is  heirof 
all  things,  even  from  the  throne  of  glory  tfl 
the  smallest  shrimp  in  the  sea,  Psa.  xxiv.  ]Di 
viii.  8;  plead  this  and  stand  still,  watched 
tf^t.  In  all  my  calamities  I  give  myself  unto 
praver,  T  attend  to  tills  very  thing,  and  hith^rU 
both  men  and  devils  have  fell  before  it. 

The  warlike  preparations  of  Assyria,  ihc 
counsel  of  Ahithophcl,  the  plot  of  Hamaa,  ^ 
the  expectation  uf  the  Je^s  against  Pctet,  wp(6 
aTl  mariedljT  humble  and  simple  prayer;  Mid 
is  there  any   thing  too  hard  for  the  Lord-  I 
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DOW  there  is  no  want  of  power  in  him,  but 
i^re  18  want  of  faith  in  uS;  yet  I  find  that  faith 
id  prayer  mutually  help  each  other ;  the 
outh  is  faith's  spokesman  and  interpreter,  and. 
ith  is  the  mouth's  general  receiver.  Weak 
ith,  a  narrow  heart,  and  a  meally  mouth, 
wsys  go  together.  Faith  in  exercise  enlarges 
e  heart,  and  then,  ^'  Open  thy  mouth  wide, 
id  I  will  fill  it",  Psa.  Ixxxi.  10.  However, 
lide  we  still  by  the  door  of  hope,  and  by  the 
Lie  of  life:  for,  ^'  Blessed  is  the  man  that 
iareth  me,  waiting  daily  at  my  gates :"  for  ia 
e  exercises  of  faith,  hope,  and  love,  we  gq 
and  find  pasture;  but  unbelief,  doubts,  and  a 
)ld,  chilled  heart,  keep  us  out.  But  whether 
lid  or  hot,  let  us  pay  out  court  visits,  attend 
t  levee  days,  and  not  have  our  seats  empty  at 
!e  feasts. 

My  present  calamity  has  caused  a  shaking 
tiong  the  dry  bones,  and  their  cafe  for  me 
ems,  as  Paul  says,  to  flourish  again ;  and  I 
jlicve  that  many  are  in  hard  labour  for  me, 
id  which  will  terminate  in  a  closer,  firm,  and 
ore  solid  union;  and  if  God  should  restore 
imforts  to  Kphraim,  no  doubt  but  he  will  re- 
Dre  the  same  to  his  mourners.  If  one  mem- 
T  sufler,  all  sufler ;  if  one  be  honoured,  all  re* 
ice.  God  has  made  me  a  savour  of  deatli  unto 
rath,  as  well  as  of  life  unto  life.     One  of  my 
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branches  of  labour  is  to  try  thttn  which  say 
they  are  ipostles,  und  this  Hahy  be  oftHtfd^the 
hardest  and  heaviest  patrt  of  the*  wofk^  f4n^^^ 
the  hypocrites  ih  Zioafttv  Mused,  ^%4Miir4lldr 
leaders  are  discovered.  I  seem  te  tludk^CliliCl 
reap  sonic  benefit  from  poor  souls* -prayei'^^ifbr 
Idle  Ibad  sits  lighter  than  lit  did.'    ^    ••'  a">M^ 
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LETTER   XVIIL       '^iii* 

•  ■  •       •  '  '         *     I .  t  •■9*    AilX 

,  TO  SIISS  E.  B. 

;        I  WAjS  verf:  sony  to  btat  of  myr 
'friend's  indisposition,  hope  ^y  this  time  aUe 
better.     Every  thing  that  weans  us  fion.tfai 
world,  and  (hat  damps  our  afFections  toit^  diees^ 
4inder  the    influence  of    divine  gr^e^    hring^ 
disitant*  things  (Hear/end  endears  them  toais^ 
fanii]iiarizes    them    to    the  mind,  aktd   makes^ 
liieni  appear  the  more  precious  to  us^  vhen^^wcr 
oee-  die  substance  and  durability  of  theth»g&^ 
hop^d  for,  •  uod  how  fluctuating,  fading,  and 
truusieut  air  all  'things  which  are  beneath  the 
sun.     But  all  above  is  fulness,  it  never  cloys^ 
it  ne\'er  dii?apix)ints,  it  never  produces  leanness, 
it  never  over-fills ;  and  it  is  always  new,  alu'say^^ 
desirable,  and  always  welcome.     How  does  liis- 


.  MttVsatisfy ing  visits  liielt  thelieart  down,  and 
liptch  all  our  unworthmess  up;  how  little  arc 
we,  and  himself  how  gr^at  Every  accuser 
vanishes  al  his  'presence,  and  every  daring  cor- 
ruption hides  its  fae^d;  all  that  is  amiss  is 
blotted  out  at  his  love-visits,  and  not  one  chalk 
ifpoH'the  slate  at  his  departure,  his  visitations 
jmsaei^e  our  spirits. 

O,  how  wonderful  is  the  bhangej  tiothing 
dice  before  our  eyes  but  death  and  judgment, 
kelland  endless  misery,  arid  already  cooped  up 
lAUhe  dark  regions  6f  the  shado#  of  death,  like 
tta€e  prisoners,  with  the  snares  of  death  oh  tlie 
otrnd,  the  pains  of  hell  in  the  conscience 
wrath  working  in  the  heart,  and  worse  to  come 
expected;  But  jubilee  is  come,  tlie  blood  ctf 
the  covenanft  is  applied,  the  gates  of  bra^s  and 
the  bars  of  iron  are  cut  and  broken,  the  doors 
oi  the  sfhadow  of  death  are  closed,  Job  xxxviii^ 
yf ;  and  terrible  meditations  are  fled ;  the  free 
woman  has  kicked  Hagar  out  of  doors,  and  love 
has  cast  her  bond-child,  slavish  fear,  and  all  the 
tornieiit  that  suckled  it,  out  with  her.  He  has 
aeC  before  us  an  open  door,  and  none  can  shut 
iti  our  thouglits  have  already  been  admitted 
there,  though  once  we  dared  not  so  much 
as  lift  up  our  eyes  to  heaven,  but  our  face  is 
now  purged  of  shame,  and  the  conscience  of 
^in,  and  we  can  look  to  the  hills  from  whence 
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our  help  cometlr.  ^*  TIiqk,  Q,|</Mri],:«rt;i,^eld 
for  me;  my  glory,  and ,  tJM  .lifter  up . .of  my 
head,"  Psa.  iii.  3.  ,/!.:  = 

Take  comfort  io  this^jioy  dearly,  belovedf 
truth  has  told  ua,  'that  ii^^teii^r^ciheu^^  i%  there 
will  thy  treasure  be  abp*  ,  No  pl^rise^  ^  ^ 
bond-child,  no  impostor,  bq  foolish  vufgin,  no 
hypocrite,  no  gifted  minister^  ever  anild|^hi8 
heait  to  God,  'or.to  heav^  tl]tie.resJL4f3noe>of 
Qjoid  rail  Aeh-  hearts;  rfrevfex  'ft(nA  h\pfh  >» 
fh^ht  for  God;  tiH'  biiinigiit  iiibi  ^biiptv^^ 
]la^i£cendin;g  W  Gqd  Ivit:  by  ifaStb,  hq)^, 'W 
ibWi^these  ar^  the  thiqg^  wbtch  acto^ 
^^tSbtj,  and  none  biiit  the  elect- ili^dref^llif^ 
VMftbd  \Wth  them.  I  shall  hope  ibr  a  lititi  Vol 
|t^b|vf '  |i^v^  ;.you^,.  and  all*  your  patients  atef 
|fjtt^%W^^^         friend  and  keep  her^ .  is  thjb 

pjW!efofv''*^o  ;■:'    ^  ■ 

^iv^lHer^fife^jtip.oate  Friend  and  Brother,  '  •v 

,  l)l"H'  i/    i-M      V       •         ■         •        -'  ■ 
•  /'*   I    . 
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IjEITER   XIX. 

TO   THK   SAMK.  ...     .  ;/ 

«ir  Friend, 

I.  WAS  sorry  to  hear  of  youx  fricmrs  c)i;S- 

1*9    but  mau  is  bora  to  trouble,  .and  su^Jli 

1  ever  attend  him  in  this  woirUi,  fur.  there. 

t:t\e  else.     I  have  been  this  w.eek  confioed. 

^.  a  cold,    bad   throat,    and  :aQ  .a:^tJ)n^utiQ 

gh;    but  God  does  not  l^ave  ,pie  wil^iQut 

ersuasion  of  a  part  and  lot  in  the.  be(t<$r 

ntry.    This  world  is  but  a  temporary  at|^y 

i^as  set  up,  and  it  shall  be  taken  dqwAi 

n  this  stage  sin  and  devils. act\their.  part, 

all  their  works  are  coniincd  to  ihis  world; 

3od  counteracts  both  in  the  souls  of  his 

s. 

the  word  preached  he  is  pleased  to  coni- 

rate  his  Spirit,  and  by  his  Spirit  taking 

sion  of  the  soul,   he  produces  an  incor- 

le  seed,    which    livcth   and  ahideth  for 

this  is  tilt  bet^inuins:  of  sin's  destniction 

and  it  is  a  truth  that,   "  Whatsoever  is 

f  God   ovcrcometh    the    world."     And 

race,   every  incorruptible  seed,  is  borij 


of  God ;  such  a^  fear  and  Wopi^  )!fg(ht1iyi:  fifc^' 
meekness  and  Humility^' pewe/loVI£^«iitf''Y6j'jf' 
and  i  am  fully  persuadecTMt&yTrttihdf'ltiil^ 
ffilt  at.times,  and  enjoyed  all  ihks6i  UnH^il^Sk!^ 
Cfin  never  be  lost,  but  niualltik  ^hall  m^ifti^ 
fo  praise,  and  honour,  and  gloiry  at  thfc  ippie£ff> 
ing  of  Jesus  Christ:  '     '     ^     '     •. -'f»  •>.» 

It  is  true  they  are  at  times  bornef ^db^ V 
ot]|»cured,  and  hid  from  our  sigh^  wSStS^W 
Woiki'ng^  of  inbred  c6Ttup^da!''iia€'hi}  'tt^ 
d'orin^nt  for  awhi^  'but  eviin  ytufh  Vhk^iK)^ 
^e  ^elt  at  the  bottom;  fbt'  althtotifgft'^^  dif 
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^  dbunteract'despaiir,  so  tfi&t  tfle  Kfea^tf 'U  flltSif 
tmraicrh  therfe* Bfe  no  influx *bf  cbmfortl'  '^6 
itsLilLA  fast  If  we  cannot- walk  on,  and  if  thes^ 
tliiiigs  be  bbscured  a  tliousand  timesi  yet  ^ireif 
visit  paid,  or  revival  hlade,  or  refreshing  setifj 
brings  thctti  all  forth  to  the  light  again,  no- 
thing is  lost  or  missing,  without  doubt  vre 
recover  Ht,  and  that  with  additional  strength 
and  clearness. 

Besides,  light  abides,  for  in  this  we  see  the 
works  both  of  sin  and  satan,  though  we  see  not 
the  king's  face.  Life  makes  us  feel  evil,  if  wc 
do  not  feel  'the  Lord's  presence.  Our  know- 
ledge is  great,  and  our  apprehensions  quick, 
and  our  observations  wonderful;  for  we  know 
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le^^s  gone,  but  we  must  be  ignorant  of  this  if 
fc^^ver  knew  his  presence.  Moreover,  if  he 
^pcis  aloof  MX  know  it,  if  not  far  off,  if  be- 
|^^;the  wall,  and  looking  through  the  lattice, 
^^^^re  up  to  it,  the  soul  moves  in  concert  with 
i^;.,if  he  comes  near,  the  heart  enlarges,  if 
e  d^a^vs  back,  it  contracts;   if  be  waiits  in- 

\^J^S  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^"^  ^^  '^^  comes  in^  none  so 
\if^qtfkp.  And  the  difftrent  graces  exercise 
^jBpnaelvea  upon  him  in  various  ways,  if  sharply 
;^jd  faith  works  principally  alone ;  if  he  pities 
^  jmeekness  works;  if  his  presence  inakes^ 
11^  corruption  appear,  contrition  and  self-abase- 
|eii^,^ove;  if  we  feel  him  approaching,  hope 
jl)^  forth  to  meet  him  i  if  he  shines  in  witK 
lye,  then  joy  abounds.  Upon  these  things  I 
qep  my  eyes,  and  watch  them  narrowly,  anjl 
apu  art  no  stranger  to  these  things.  And  how 
9  we  get  at  them?  By  our  learning.  Apd 
')fO  teaches  us?  The  Holy  Spirit.  My  kind 
i(y^toMary, 
„  Lvcr  yours, 

W.  H.  5.  S. 
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all  God's  dealings  with  us,  God's  honoof  ii 
intended  as  MtU  as  our  g'^od,  these  are  iusepa- 
rably  conntcted  or  incerwo\cn  together;  for 
the  least  respite,  tniligaliou,  «r  unexpected 
and  undeserved  alleviation  or  lifting  up,  he 
expects  praise,  hlessin'g,  thanksgivings,  hum- 
ble acknowledgements,  aud  at  this  work 
you  may  speud  aud  exhaust  the  tranncat 
frame. 

The  church  is  called  a  fotmtain,  because 
she  plays  all  the  streams  back  from  whence 
they  came ;  there  is  a  continual  emanatiflu 
between  God  and  poor  awakened  mortal*. 
So  in  trouble,  "  Call  upon  me."  "  Is  any 
afflicted,  let  him  pray;"  neglect  these,  W 
you  damp  the  work. 

..„.,.,.,  W.  HUNTINGTOIt, 
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TOMI^SB. 

With  words  of  peace  and  tiutH.  I  bojpe 
rdear  frievdbm  G^  is  still  alive  by  the  fa^ 
iif>df  God,  by<^e  faitk  ofChmt.by  the 
iril  of  the  Lord,  by  the  promise  of  God^ 
'the  hope  of  the  gespel,  by  the  love  of 
B^bietbren,  by  Ae  appetite  of  the  rigfa4e»' 
%  and  by  tiie  activity  of  the  mind ;  ^^  B^ 
use  I  live,  you  shall  livT  also,**  says  the 
inrrection  and  the  life.  I  lotig  to  see  my 
*^r  little  mteiy  but  there  is  a  forty  miles  gulf 
tweeik  me  and  you,  yet  I  am  ofteni  pres^it 
spirit;  the  old  orchard  still  exists  in  my 
ad,  though  I  should  never  more  exist  in  thc^ 
chard. 

Ilie  past,  the  present,  and  to  come,  are  ah 
sscnt  in  the  Spirit ;  God's  word  is  incorrup- 
^k  seed,  the  Spirit  makes  it  sOy  and  it  lives 
d  abides  for  ever;  it  never  dies  in  the  fiir- 
ws,  nor  rots  under  the  clods,  but  springs  up, 
d  bears  fruit,  and  mightily  grows,  prevails, 
d  increases.  The  sweet  promises  of  com- 
rt,  are  our  breasts ;  the  comforts  of  the  scrip- 
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ture,  the  sweet  food  of  babes ;  (he  decrees  of 
Gud  our  strong-  meat,  for  those  of  full  »gt; 
and  the  kiiowk-tlge  of  these  our  green  pastures, 
which   feed   lis   with   kiiowiedgc   and  uiwlcr-H 
standing,   and  lU  kcepiiig  of  t)ic%  in  miodmci^ 
mcTDory,  ;ind  in  faith  and  afTcction,  there  1^ 
great  reward. 

All  this  treasure  came  forth  from  God  tli* 
Father  to  Christ,  in  whom  all  is  yea  and  amen 
it  comes  from  Christ  to  us,    by  the  Spirit;  anca 
we  must  keep  this  good  thing  committed  to  |u^ 
Hv   the   Holy   Cihost  which  dwelletli   in  u3 
Truth  is  to  make  us  free,  truth  is  to  he  ^m 
shield  and  buckler,  and  what  is  more,  it  is  t« 
procure  our  entrance  into  the  kingdom  ;  "Op^m 
ye  the  gates,  that  the  righteous  nation  which 
keepcth  the  truth  may  enter  in,"  IsaxxHji 
"  Bind  them  continually  upon  thine  heart,  asi 
tie  them  about  thy  neck.     When  thou  goesjjt 
shall  lead  thee;   when   thou  sleepest,  it  sljljl 
keep  thee ;  and  when  thou  awakest,   it  (M 
talk  with  thee,"  Prov.  vi.  81,  22.     God  Iflt^ 
thee,  is  ihc  daily  prayer  of,  ^^^,j 

Year's  in  him,      -  [,^,;)  ^ 
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TO  THE  SAME. 


'.  ffiUlriy  Bekived  in  the  LorcL 

I  WAS  sorry  to  hear  by  a  few  lines  from 
K^Uy,  that  you  have  been  so  ill,  it  shews  my 
d^r  friend  bow  diligent  we  ought  to  be  whea 
^k'gbod  Spirit  of  our  God  begins  his  awaken^ 
itij^y'^atiarming,  convincing,  and  convicting  worl^^ 
tei^wbrk  out  our  salvation,  while  God  bv  his 
S|iirit  is  working  in  us  to  will  and  to  do.  Your 
convictions  were  sadly  neglected,  and  the  good 
Work  suffered  to  fall  greatly  to  decay  at  the 
time  of  building  the  house ;  it  tried  me  not  a 
littl^,  but  my  former  dream  cncourugcd  me. 

I  know  what  the  pains  of  hell  and  the 
sriates  of  death  are,  and  when  under  them  I 
never  rested  till  I  was  delivered ;  and  blessed 
be  God  I  now  know  what  the  joys  of  heaven 
mean,  nor  shall  I  ever  be  sutisiicd  till  I  <iu\  in 
the  full  fruition  of  them.  But  let  my  soul  be 
thankful  to  my  God,  my  poor  daughter  Mary 
is  raised  to  hope,  God  has  begotten  her  to  a 
lively  hope ;  "  We  are  saved  by  hope."     Hope 
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tlierefbrc  secures  salvation,    though  she  mi; 

not  as  yet  be  faYoure<i  with  the  joys  of  God' 
salvatiun ;  for  that  which  is  seen  is  not  hajx 
Hope  is  an  aachor,  it  has  a,  mighty, hold  vpai 
God,  and  tlus  holt)  is  nctpmled  with  t  clun 
upon  him,  and  this  claim  has  luaoy  plesu, « 
many  things  to  plead  with  God ;  and  God  ml 
own  the  suit  of  hope,  and  honor  the  lutpiv 
soul ;  for,  "  Blessed  is  the  man  tliat  trusta. 
in  the  Lofd,  and  wlioee  hope  the  Lord  is." 

Thiis  Alary,  is  your  stat«  and  case,  aadt^ 
blessing  is  eternal  life;  luit  had  uiy  dearffid 
beeu  a  little  more  diligent  to  keep  her  c(mui 
tioiis  alive,  and  to  have  complied  more  wi 
them,  att^wWd  more  to  them»  aad.hlMn^i' 
them  mojie  by  reading,  coufes&ing}- OjiecU^iK 
watching  an<l  praying,  she  would  at  this |fc 
liave.  been  adorned  with  a  few  jo^ore  ^vjim 
fche  Mould  have  had:  more  land-mf^s,  ,'IHM 
high  heaps,  more  evidences  to  p^(^^aev  flV 
tokens  for  good,  more  argiufients  ftfi — 
satan,  and  more  proofs  to  satisfy  is  floufa^ 
mind.  I  Ivsuw  this  is  rubbing  salt^in 
wound,  and  adding  affliction  to  .your.iwai 
but  I  wilt  tell  yon  of  it,  and  I  kuriow  .tiiar  ~ 
old  friend  conscience,,  who  is  a  good  mitt^ 
of  Jesus  Clirist,  has  bees  labouring  at  the  =s 
text  fcr  many  days  ;  deny  it  xf  you  caB. 

Nevertheless,  I  am  fully  ptrsuaded  tboa  ^ 
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broviglit  off  the  sandy  foundation,  thou  Ikrt 
ch&aed  oi^t  p£  all  coufidenoe  in  tlie  flesh,  there 
if  no  trust  there,  for  the  plague  of  leprosy  is. 
bfolcc'ouc.  ia  the  camp  ;  the  wretched  weh -of 
•^l^righteemsness  is  singed,  yea  the  fiery  law 
and-  ^lie  \iprath  of  Uod  revealed  inat,  -has  burnt 
tbese  all  up,  so  that  that  these  refuges  of  lies 
.  all  failed ;  and  all  false  notions  of  Godi 
confidences,  and  false  hopes  are  also  ex- 
ti'^ctk  they  ai-c  quenched  as  tow,  and  will  rise  no 

^itii6r>e.  these  all  perished  at  the  presence  of 

^<J<Hj,  tind  what  little  is  now  to  be  found  is  the 
'-4>eK%^r  crap,  the  better  glory,  and  came  dowa 

^*taii  the  Father  of  lights,  with  wh6m  is  no 
''^'■^aWeness  nor  shadow  of  turning. 

*'    ^nd  sure  the  divine  husbandman  will  owa 


*"*     own  husbandry,   his  own  fallow  ground, 

^  "^ich  himself  has  ploughed  up;  for  what  little 

"i^^t,   knowledge,   confidence,  hope,   expect- 

'*^*5^n,  sorrow,  abasement"  desires^  meekness,  hu- 

'  .^ility,  contrition,  life,  changes,  gratitude,  thank- 

Witless  and  submission  is  found  in  mc,   these 

^•^^  seeds  of  his  own  sowing,  a  crop  of  his  own 

P'^rfiice:  and  O  that  he  would  bless  the  sprini^- 

•  iti^  thereof,  and  crown  his  own  work  with  his 

^^Vti  goodness.     Seeing  that  all  these  are  plants 

^t"    liis  own  right  hand  planting,  will  not  my 

^^loved  come  into  his  own  garden,  and  eat  hi$ 

i      ^Wasant  fruits  ?    Yes,  my  dear,   he  most  cer- 
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tainly  will,  and  that  in  such  a  manner,  ts  the 
eyes  never  saw,  nor  heart  conceived.  Hear  what 
he  says  to  you,  "The  Lord  shall  comfort  Zion, 
he  will  comfort  all  her  waste  places,  he  will 
make  her  witdernes»  like  Eden,  and  her  desart 
like  the  garden  of  the  Lord;  joy  aud  gladness 
shall  be  found  thereui,  thanksgiving  and  the 
voice  of  melody,"  Isa.  li.  3.  Nor  shall  all  the 
infidelity  of  Mary's  heart,  no,  nor  even  the 
devil  himself,  prove  me  u  liar  in  this,  or  nuke 
my  speech  nothing  worth.  Notwithstanding 
all  that  1  have  here  promised,  she  stiall  hare 
some  bitter  searchings  of  heart  for  her  former 
cold  neglect ;  bitter  sighs  she  will  have,  mi 
great,  undeserved,  and  unexpected  sensatioitt 
of  divine  love.  Prove  me  a  liar  if  you  can. 
Ever  your's  in  him, 

W.  H.  S.  ■^ 
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:    ■      LETTER  XXIII. 

» 

WAS  sorry  to  bear  by  your  brother  that 
■  '  was  dead;  but  there  is  an  appointed 
e  for  every  purpose,  and  an  appointed  time 
man,  ^'  A  time  to  be  bom,  and  a  time  to 
;^  these  bounds  are  fixed,  and  cannot  be 
led,  and  we  must  accomplish  as  an  hireh'ng 
day.  But  Christ  is  our  life,  the  gift  of  it, 
preordination  of  God  to  it,  the  promise  of 
the.  spirit  of  it  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  our  life  is 

with  Christ  in  God. 

'  ■  ■         ■ 

n  this  we  must  make  up  our  happiness,  for 
rtof  this, all  is  transient, all  isfluctuating,  uh- 
ain,  vain,  and  vexatious;  but  this  is  the  better 

the  more  enduring  substance.     "  The  ran- 

of  a  man's  life  are  his  riches,"  Prov.xiii.  8. 
3  my  dear  friend  is  the  one  thing  needful, 

this  is  the  secret  blessing  of  God,  which 
breathed  into  Adam's  nostrils,  and  that 
it  breathed,  formed  the  soul,  and  by  this 
ithing,  man  became  a  living  soul ;  but  when 
inned,  the  soul  still  remained,  but  life  was 
e,  and  death  came.  But  the  same  breath 
»ugh  Christ  is  breathed  afresh,  and  this 
is  secured  for  evermore,  and  blessed  is  that 

that  is  quickened  to  feel  its  need  of  this 

E 
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bread.  God  gives  it,  Christ  came  that  wc 
might  have  it,  and  the  animated  soul  cannot 
exist,   support,   or  live  without  it. 

As  Christ  is  this  living  bread,  every  appear- 
ance of  him  is  food  to  this  divine  life;  we  live 
by  the  faith  of  him.  If  he  answers  our  prayers, 
if  he  blesses  us  in  providence,  if  he  battles  and 
blasts  the  measures  of  our  avowed  enemies^ 
if  he  blesses  the  means,  if  lie  applies  a  suitable 
and  seasonable  promise,  ifhe  lifts  up  tlie 
of  his  countenance,  if  he  encourages  hope,,. if 
he  enlivens  or  increases  faith,  if  lie  seems.  U 
own  and  honor  his  former  work,  if  he  bafila 
satan  and  silences  his  accusations ;  if  he  givcsbut 
a  calm  of  peace,  a  spark  of  life,  a  coal  of  love, 
or  a  ray  of  light,  or  the  sinallest  flame  of  ifi^, 
O  these  are  sweet  scraps,  choice  crumbs,  ricii 
cordials,  dainty  dishes,  and  sweet  repasts. 

W.  H.  S.  S- 


II 
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LETTER  XXIV. 

TO  MRS.  M.  now  Mrs.  B. 
Beldred  of  God, 

Your's  came  to  hand,  and  as  you  have 
ackbowledged  me  in  part,  I  hope  you  will 
acknowledge  me  to  the  end,  and  my  doctrine ; 
those  whom  God  makes  manifest  in  each 
^tfaet^s  hearts  and  conscience,  are  fellow-heirs 
of  the  grace  of  life;  and  those  who  meet  to- 
gether in  the  unity  of  faith  in  their  covenant 
liead,  will  meet  together  in  the  image  of 
Christ,  and  in  God  the  fountain  of  life,  and 
Father  of  glory,  in  the  realms  of  bliss. 

The  wretched  rags,  the  fig-leaf  dress,  the 
useless  web,  is  a  sad  bar,  a  great  impediment, 
and  a  deeply-rooted  deception,  which  is  as 
a  middle  wall  of  partition  between  the  divine 
ivooer,  and  the  wooed.  God  will  draw  and 
present  his  highly-favoured  Hephzibah  to  the 
second  Adam,  in  the  wedding-garment  of  his 
own  imputing ;  she  must  be  brought  unto  the 
King  in  a  raiment  of  needle-work,  ready  wrought 
out  to  her  hand,  in  the  preparing  which  she 
lent  no  aid,  and  with  which  nothing  must  be 
mixed.     Adam  and  Eve  when  fallen  must  both 

£  S 
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be  stripped  and  clothed  by  the  V^f^ 
any  union  could  take  place  beiwfien  ,J 
inhabits  eiernity,  an(i  them  in  tlieir  la 

Thy  match  is  made,  and  thy  day  of,* 
is  come,  the  Lord  Jesu^  is  iliinc,  ao(1( 
his  ;  to  have  and  to  hold,  fm  btllcr  fij 
for  richer  for  poorer,  in  sickness  and  Ijy 
life  and  death,  tb(  time  and  eternity, 
but  God  and  the  wedded  soul  know,^ 
.know,  what  fellowship  ultll  the  F^ 
the  StJii,  and  the  blessed  efft^cts  of,^ 
eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  t' 
of  man  conceived  ;  but  Cod  Iiatli 
th(!m  tons  by  his  Spirit,  1  Cor.  ii.  9,  1 

Thou  wilt  find  thy  present  matcli  i 
Sou  of  David  to  be  attended  with  tl 
"  train  of  changes,  as  do  in  general  wait 
married  folks  ;  tliere  will  be  many  love 
and  as  many  wlthdrawments  ;  some  w 
braces,  and  some  cold  refraiulngs;  f 
verse,  and  silent  reserve;  provocatioi 
lousy  on  both  sides,  and  renewing 
doubtful  suspicions,  and  mutual  sati 
Unparalleled  indulgences,  with  sou 
slights  and  neglects;  many  heaven!} 
and  many  gloomy  frowns;  the  sweete 
and  the  greatest  distance;  the  kindest 
and  the  greatest  shyness ;  frequent  vi 
lamented  absence  ;  banquets  of  wine, 
ters  of  Marah.     Tlie  Lest  of  house- 
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the  worst  of  fasting ;  the  highest  joy,  and 

deepest  sorrow;  the  sweetest  harmony,  and 
strongest  contentions:    this  is  for  better 

Svorse. 

I^hastity  will  be  sifted  to  the  bottom,  and 
r'ry  disaffected  thought,  wandering  desire, 
I  treacherous  affection,  will  be  sought  for 
I' brought  to  light.  "  His  name  is  jealous/* 
od.  xxxiv.  14 ;  and  thou- wilt  often  provoke 
1  to  fulfil  his  name.  Whatever  thy  present 
ss  may  be,  thou  mayest  find  it  in  the  law  of 
filiation;  God  hangs  the  balance  of  the  saric- 
ry  in  the  judgment  of  all  his  children,  ,and 
re  is  written  on  the  beam^  "  Hast  thoii  not 
cured  all  these  things/*  It  is  but  to  reflect, 
I  to  come  to  impartial  examination,  and  the 
se  is  soon  discovered;  conscience  will  till 
e  in  thy  own  mother  tongue,  that  it  is  but 
^suring  back  to  thee  what  thou  hast  for- 
'ly  dealt  to  others,  therefore  there  is  no 
fn  for  complaint,  for  God  gives  no  stroke 
the  fool's  back  calls  for  it.  Nevertheless 
will  make  thee  run  to  and  fro  the  yard,  and 
k  "up  to  heaven  again  and  again  yet,  for  he 
•^-  merciful  as  he  is  severe,  and  as  good  as 
^s  terrible. 

^s  to  creature-comfort,  it  is  nothing  bat  a 
id  fly  in  the  good  physician's  ointment,  drops 

gall  in  the  pot  of  honey.     Thou  wilt  find 
^  I  have  done,  the  less  vanity  the  more  div- 


inity  ;  they  who  have  got  the  living  fountaiii, 
will  not  pine  after  the  broken  cistern.  The 
bread  of  life  will  suffice,  without  spending 
money  for  that,  which  is  not  bread,  or  labour 
for  that  which  satisBeth  cot.  The  glory 
of  the  Lord  so  filled  the  tabernacle  and  the 
temple,  as  to  leave  no  room  for  one  Levite 
to  minister  ;  and  when  his  power  and  presence 
.fill  the  sinner's  heart,  there  is  no  room  for  i 
second,  who  at  best  is  but  a  rival.  The  Lord 
calls  for  the  whole  heart,  and  love  with  all  tlie 
heart  "    ''  "'  ''* 

Cleave  close  to  that  friend  who  loteth  it 
all  times,  and  be  thou  always  ravished  with  liis 
love,  then  wilt  thou  be  at  home,  and  irilt 
always  have  enough,  for  he  is  our  dwelling- 
place,  and  our  exceeding  great  reward.  Un- 
known friend,  farewell.  The  Lord  give  theft 
tiic  blessing  of  Sarali,  the  wisdom  of  Hannafc, 
and  the  affection  of  Mary  ;  while  I  remain,  ' 
Thy  willing  Servitor, 

m  the  household  of  faith, 

W.  H.  S.  S, 


■  J 


LETTER  XXV. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


To  tbfi  Daughter  of  my  vows,  Greeting,  with  perfect  peace^ 

and  at  suck  a  Time. 

"Hail  highly-favoured"  saith  the  angel 

:p  her  that  believed,   "  the  Lord  is  with  thee  ; 

blessed  art  tliou  among  women.     Surely  he 

jda^h  put  down   the   mighty  from   their  seats 

And  exalted  them  of  low  degree."    Blessed  is 

he.  that  remembereth  the  poor,  and  blessed  for 

ever  be  He,  that  took  notice  of  thee,  to  pilt 

bee  among   the  fish   of  my  net,   that  thou 

fghtest  be  a  gem  in  my  crown,  yea  my  crown, 

^  joy,  and  the  crown  of  my  rejoicing  in  that 

V^,  when  the  seedsmen  shall  return  with  joy, 

i  bring  their  sheaves  with  them. 

^oes  my  daughter  maintain  her  hold  of  the 

t  of  him  that  is  a  Jew?  And  does  he  spread 

$kirt  over  her,  and  appear  to  be  in  covenant 

I   her?  Cleave  close  to  him  my  daughter, 

le  is  a  near  kinsman  of  ours,  one  of  our 

kinsmen;   go  not  from  the  floor  of  his 

nor  let  them  catch  thee   in  any  other 

Giean   fast  by  his   maidens^  and    the 

rs  will  drop  some  handfuls  for  thee  to 
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glean,'  and  thou  sl^lt  gather' theiri  evmsmonf 
the  slieavcs. 

O  the  matchless  dignity,  the  infinite  honour, 
the  divine  felicity,  the  celestial  triumpbs,  ofa 
soul  thus  crowned  witli  loving  kindness,  and 
satisfied  with  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  ;  bles- 
sed with  heart-felt  union  with  the  King  of 
kings,  and  solaced  in  the  bosom  of  inimort^ 
love  :  all  uhicli  are  the  foretastes,  the  earnests, 
and  pledges  of  endless  life,  and  eternal  day. 

Die,  O  my  soni,  to  the  vanities  of  a  sin-dii* 
ordered  world;  let  it  be  crucified  to  thee,  aad 
thou  to  it ;  die  daily,  that  thou  mayest  li< 
for  ever.  Shun  the  paths  of  the  destroyer,  ti« 
way  of  sinners,  the  counsel  of  the  ungodly, 
and  the  seat  of  the  scornful,  and  delight  ttij- 
self  in  thy  God;  then  shall  thy  peace  belike 
a  river,  and  tiiy  righteousness  as  the  waves  of 
the  sea;  the  candle  of  God  shall  shine  upon 
thy  head,  and  the  dew  of  heaven  shall  lay  si' 
night  upon  thy  branch  ;  the  visitations  of  Go*' 
shall  preserve  thy  spirit,  and  his  glory  shall  It 
fresh  in  thee;  thou  shall  shine  forth  as  ih' 
morning,  tlij'  judgment  shall  be  as  a  robe  audi 
diadem.  But  is  it  so?  Will  the  Most  Hig'i 
that  inhabits  eternity,  dwell  in  a  broken  heart; 
What  He,  who  only  hath  immortality,  dwell 
with  mortal  man?  Yea,  his  delights  are  widi 
the  sons  of  men.  In  Zion  will  he  dwell,  hE 
liatli  desired  it  for  his  habitation  ;    this  is  his 
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rest  for  ever,  God  hath  spoken  it  iu  his  holi 
ness,  I  will  rejoice. 

A  few  more  crosses  and  disappointments,  ; 
few  more  deep  sighs,  heavy  groans,  and  soul 
digressing  desertions ;  a  few  more  stripes,  re 
proaches,  and  purifying  flames  in  the  fumao 
of  affliction,  and  all  shall  be  light;  the  vai 
shall  rend  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  th< 
vision  shall  speak,  imperfections  shall  vanish 
mortality  shall  drop  her  shroud,  and  paradis( 
vith  all  her  ravishing  scenes  shall  be  ex 
hibited. 

Having  lately  obtained  a  live  coal  from  th< 
altar,  and  musing  over  it,  the  fire  kindled,  am 
then  I  spake  with  my  tongue,  till  my  tongui 
became  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer.  I  hope  tht 
Iteavenly  rays  will  attend  the  scraps,  that  m] 
^tighter  may  compass  herself  about  witl 
'parks.  Betty,  farewell,  peace  and  truth  b( 
^th  thee.  Greet  thy  brother  in  my  name 
^  certain  saint  saluteth  thee,  while  I  remain 
^y  willing  servant,  and  ready  friend  in  th< 
'^^t  of  bonds,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  greatest 
^f  Names, 

A  SINNER  SAVED. 
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uid  her  garment  is  of  wrought  goW ;  with  joy 

rejoicing  shall  she  be  brought,  and  shall  en- 

into  the  King's  palace.    Yes,  the  above  work 

I  part  already  ddne,  it  is  meet  for  me  to  think 
of  my   daughter ;  for  if  the  Lord  draws 

r  to  a  self-lost,  self-despairing,  self-condemn- 
^inner,  his  reward  is  with  him,  the  spirit  of 
cl  prepares  the  way,  opens  the  heart,  and  the 
r*of  faith;  and  the  King  of  p;lory  with  all 
l>enefits  of  his  cross,  en':ers  in;  when  every 
light  is  entertained,  and  e' c»ry  faculty  of 
4ioiil  hails  the  King  of  the  Jews. 
>  Betty,  when  I  consider  the  unfeigned 
b  that  is  in  thee,  that  dwelt  first  in  thy  great 
ttdmother  Eve,  in  thy  mother  Sarah,  and  I 
persuaded  in  thee  also ;  O  that  I  yet  may, 
ough  the  good  hand  of  God  upon  me,  creep 
c^  a  few  more  houses,  and  lead  captive  these 
y  wdmen,  until  every  thought  of  their  hearts 
brought  into  captivity  to  the  obedience  of 
^bt.  The  heifer  that  is  taught,  shall  sub- 
t'  to  the  Saviours  yoke ;  the  wild  ass  that  is 
Kl'to  the  wilderness,  that  snuffeth  up  the 
K)d  at  her  pleasure,  shall  be  found  in  her 
^Hth,  Jerem.  ii.  S4 ;  the  young  asses  that  ear 
i  ground,  shall  eat  clean  provender;  the  ox 
ill  know  his  master's  crib,  and  the  good  shep- 
td  shall  lead  them  that  are  with  young, 
[i^ful  is  he  that  hath  promised,   who  also 

II  do  it     God  hath  spoken  it  in  his  holiness^ 
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rejoice  O  my  soul;  .tjjiy  name  AliaJi  be  legiuii* 
for  we  shall  hi  many,    "  A  srnall  one  shall  Ijc— 
couie  a  thousand  :"    God  will  perform  it  in  lil^ 
time.     Plough  with  thy  master's   heifer,  amti 
thou  shalt  make  known  his  riddle. 

The  union  of  saints,  Betty,  stands  in  tlie  coq 
iidence  of  every  believer  meeting  togethfr  i 
Christ  crucified,  in  order  to  receive  rigliteoua*— 
ness,   life,    pardon,   and   peace  in  him ;  this  s^ 
meeting  together  in  the  unity  of  the  faitli- 
God  shining  with  approbation  in  the  heart  ^f 
every  saint,  and  giving  them  to  see  the  glory 
of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus,  makes  them  ^11 
light  in  the  Lord.     The  secret  of  God's  predes- 
tination, and  the  death  of  Christ  for  the  el«r<:t 
only,  being  seen,  approved,  credited,  and  em- 
braced,   under  the   leaewing  operations   aac/l 
divine  application  of  the  spirit  of  all  grace,  jj  f 
being  of  one   mind  and  one  judgment  in  tht 
Lord.     A  most  cordial  affection  to  tlie  Saviouf  i 
above   every    other    object,    under   the   inffo-  I 
ence  of  the  spirit  of  love  and  pnwcr,  is  beiii|  I 
joined  to  the  Lord,  and  one  spirit  with  Iiim. 

To  liLive    the   mystery  of  iniquity  in  on*' 
own  heart  laid  open  by  the  Spirit,  makes  ui 
once  acquainted  with  the  lost  estate  of  all  A**  I 
Jesus  came  lo  seek  and  save;    "  As  in  "'*-*°l., 
face  answers  to  face,  so  doth  the  heart  of  i*^» 
to  man."    To  feel   the  blessed  eflVcts  of  *^J 
pardoning. voice  of  tht  blood  of  spriiiklii'gi 


flog  with  all  saints  at  the  fountain  God  has 
d  for  the  household  of  David,  and  tlie 
&bitants  of  Jerusalem.  The  union  of  saints 
tsists  of  drinking  into  one  spirit^  holding 
!  unity  of  the  same  in  the  bond  of  peace,  and 
maintaining  a  mutual  hold  of  the  covenant 
icl,  from  which  all  the  body  mystical,  by  the 
ats  and  bands  of  love  and  peace,  being  knit 
fether  in  Christ,  and  having  nourishment 
tiistered  from  his  fulness,  increases  in  num- 
*  and  in  knowledge,  by  the  blessed  increase 
God. 

riic  communion  of  saints  consists  of  beinsr 
tbled  under  God,  to  communicate  know- 
ge,  comfort,  strength,  refreshing,  encourage- 
'Ht,  support,  reviving  dew,  and  holy  unction, 
'^onable  words  and  the  salt  of  grace,  to  cheer 
doping  hearts,  and  revive  languid  spirits ;  it 
Comforting  with  apples,  and  staying  with 
BTgons  jealous  souls,  who  are  sick  of  love ;  it 
to  feel  for  them,  condole  them,  succour  them, 
-kle  them,  and  swaddle  them.  It  is  to  solve 
-ir  hard  questions,  disentangle  their  perplexi- 
^1  unriddle  their  intricacies,  take  up  their 
^^bling-blocks,  dissolve  their  doubts,  and 
Hove  their  prejudices.  It  is  to  drop  a  tear 
tlicir  sorrows,  to  rejoice  in  their  prosperity, 
teel  their  cares,  bear  a  part  of  their  burdens, 
^y  for  them,  and  make  intercession  with  God 
^  their  behalf 
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It  is  to  be  on  one's  guard  in  their  company, 
lo  restrain  christian  liberty  id  compliance  with 
their  intant  weakness,  to  check  their  fleshly 
savour,  to  biigtileu  their  views,  enforce  a pUlt  J 
hngua^tf  aiul  the  force  of  trurb.  To  correct  1 
lUeir  mistakes,  ti)  rectify  their  errors,  to  pull 
down  Ilteir  aspiring  notions,  rebuke  their  follifl, 
silcnrc  iheir  murmurnigs,  curb  tiietr  pride,  and 
provokf  thctn  t.o  tmulr.tion  when  tlicy  get  cold 
and  lifeless.  To  shun  them  in  their  self-con- 
ceit, to  whip  ihem  if  ihey  get  wise  abftve  whit 
is  written,  anil  to  be  siiy  of  them  if  their  vralt 
is  inibecan>ihg  the  gospel  of  Christ.  ItisW 
find  thcni  out,  and  take  them  up;  and  to  brinj 
tticm  to  the  bar  of  trutli  and  equity,  if  ihey 
prowl  beyond  tiieir  bounds,  or  break  through 
any  of  the  fences  of  Zton.  It  is  to  break  th«r 
bnnes  with  soft>  words,  to  smite  them  if  un- 
gralc*n),  and  to  take  away  their  vail  from 
them  if  t'u-y  go  hack  to  Moses,  either  for  justi- 
fication or  peifcction. 

Suth  a  watchman  in  Zion  is  like  one  of 
John's  four  beasts,  full  of  eyes  within  and 
■without;  and  to  qualify  for  such  a  work,  i 
man  had  nect!  have  the  wisdom  of  Solomon, 
the  faith  of  Abraham,  the  zeal  of  Elijah,  the 
kitnwlcdge  of  Paul,  the  meekness  of  Moses, 
and  the  patience  of  Job;  for  who  is  suflicleiit 
for  Iliese  thiiiy;.s?  "  But  our  siilliciency  is  "^ 
God,"  a  Cor.  iii.  5  ;    ami  it  is  well  for  the  set- 
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vants  of  God  that  it  is  so ;  for  the  childrcit  of 
the  night  charge  us  with  l^resy,  the  offspring 
of  the  fiesh  exclaim  against  our  bad  spirit,  and 
those  in  the  bonds  of  iniquity  censure  as  licen- 
tious our  liberty,  while  the  children  of  false- 
hood, accuse  us  of  errors.  Novices  give  us 
both  correction  and  counsel,  fools  attempt  to 
convert  us  from  the  error  of  our  ways,  those 
that  are  at  ease  call  the  power  of  godliness  en* 
thusiasm^  the  hypocrite  in  Zion  blesses  God 
that  he  is  kept  from  our  seduction,  while  the 
•comer  condemns  both  the  preacher  and  the 
preachment. 

Bu^  '^  Having  obtained  help  of  God,  I 
eootinue  unto  this  day/'  Acts,,  xxvL  SS;  for, 
**  Who  shall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of 
God's  elect,"  whom  tlie  supreme  Judge  has 
acquitted?  ^^  It  is  God  that  justifieth,  who  is 
he  that  condemneth  ?**  Rom.  viii:  33.  34, 
Those  that  receive  the  truth,  the  truth  shall 
make  them  free,  and  those  that  mock  shall 
find  their  bands  made  strong;  the  lips  of  truth 
are  a  sweet  savour  unto  God,  both  in  them 
that  are  saved,  and  in  them  that  perish ;  nor 
shall  any  soul  living  have  either  dew  or  rain, 
but  according  to  the  truth  of  the  gospel.  My 
daughter  is  a  living  witness  of  this  truth,  she 
has  gone  to  many  a  well  without  water,  and 
returned  with  her  pitcher  empty ;  she  has  been 
under  many  a  cloud  without  rain,  and  returned 
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like  the  mountains  of  Gilboa,  barren  enougU 
But  the   promise  is  fullillcd,  Gud  hath  heaf^ 
the  cry  of  tlie  poor  and  needy,  and  those  whati 
tougue  failed  fur  thir&t,  have  found   tlie  fouQ 
tain  of  living  water,  and  the  well  of  salvatioib  < 
"  Drink  ahundantly,  O  beloved  ;  drink,  asi 
forget  thy  poverty,  and  remember  thy  miser* 
no  more."    "  Go  thy  way,  eat  thy  bread  wTtm 
joy,  and  drink  thy  wine  with  a  merry   hcatti 
for  God  now  acccpteth  thy  works,"  Cedes,  is 
7;  being  the  works  of  faith,  labours   of  I(rt<j 
and  patience  of    hope,    iu  our    Lord    Jesfl 
Christ;  into  whose  merciful  hands,  and  ui 
whose  kind    protection    I    commend    thee,  on 
whom  thou  hast  believed  ;   who  is  able  to  kcrp 
thee  from  failing,  and  to  preserve  thee  unto  bii 
heavenly  kingdom    and    glory  ;    to    whom  bf 
praise,  honour,  and  love  by  the  whole  cburcli 
throughnur  all  ages,  word  without  end,  Ames. 
The  salutation  ot  S.  S.  with  my  own  hand,  wJiirli 
is  the  token  in  every  epistle,    so  I  write.    Tin 
grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  tlice» 
and  thy  brother  by  all  means;  the  Ijyrd  ih^ 
with  you,  t 

A  SINNER  SAVEIV^ 
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LETTER  XXVIL 

TO  TiiE  same- 
It  is  enough,  the  daughter  of  my  rows, 
and.  the  daughter  of  my  faith  is  yet  alive ;  I 
was  afraid  lest  the  enemy  being  permitted  to 
tempt  her,  my  labour  should  prove  in  vain^ 
but  God  hath  seen  that  I  am  hated,  and  there- 
fore  hath  given  me  this  poor  child  also;  and 
God  shall  add  to  me  another  daughter,   and 
endow  me  with  a  good  dowry.      Surely  our 
little  Zion  shall  be  as  a  fruitful  vine  against 
the  wall  of  mine  house,  and  my  spiritual  off- 
spring as  olive  plants,  round  about  my  Lord's 
taljje,     thus  shall    the  man    be  blessed   that 
eareth  the  Lord ;    the  God  of  Jacob  grant 
hit  my  quiver  may  be  full  of  them,  who  shall 
^t  be  afraid  when  they  speak  with  their  ene* 
^es  in  the  gate. 

I  thank  thee  my  poor  little  one,  that  thy 

ier  care  hath  flourished  for  me;    I  was 

1  unto  death,  and  expected  no  less,  but  God 

mercy  on  me,   and  not  on  me  only  but  on 

poor  despised  charge  and  family,  lest  an* 

them   should    have  sorrow  upon  sorrow. 

ever,  I  had  this    comfort,    I   was  going 

:  mv   Father's  business,  namelv,  to  visit 
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the  brethren,  and  to  see  how  they  did,  and  to 
carry  them  a  little  fresh  oil.  The  animal  I 
have  long  known  and  often  lode,  but  whelhei 
he  took  friglit  at  a  chaise  that  stood  before  him 
or  whether  t)ie  man  that  held  him  pinched  hi 
mouth,  I  know  not,  but  lie  reared  up  and  fel 
back,  I  went  to  the  ground,  and  he  fell  acros 
jue ;  and  surely  never  did  one  escape  wit 
whole  bones,  from  such  an  intolerable  weight 
however,  the  crush  will  be  attended  with  pw 
sufficient  to  remind  me  of  the  mercy  of  m 
God,  so  long  as  I  live.  But  this  is  one  of  tt 
all  things  that  work  together  for  good,  t 
them  that  love  God,  and  I  have  blessed  an 
thanked  him  for  it  since  with  many  tears;  w 
are  in  deaths  oft,  but  they  that  believe  shai 
never  die. 

Thou  need  not  make  any  excuse  for  thj 
former  dislike  of  me,  &c.  for  those  that  are  m\ 
greatest  iVJends,  were  once  my  most  inviterati 
enemies ;  and  those  who  l(fve  me  most  fo 
Christ's  sake,  are  in  the  general  those  tha 
hated  me  for  the  same;  nor  do  any  make  m 
glad,  who  were  never  made  sorry  by  m 
There  is  no  standing  before  envy,  she  will  nevi 
sutfer  reputation  to  live;  an<l  if  she  cann( 
blame  Uie  conduct  of  her  supposed  rival,  sli 
will  search  llie  heart,  and  try  the  reins,  an 
reproach  the  Spirit  itself.  So  they  dealt  wii 
my  dear    Lord   and   Master,     they    could  d 
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eonvin«e  him  of  sin,  nor  contradict  the  truth, 
but  they  said,  He  hath  a  foul  spirit,  which 
was  the  highest  aifront  that  could  be  offered 
to  him,  and  the  greatest  tranegrcs.'^ion  itiat 
could  be  committed  by  them,  Mark,  iii.  30. 
And  tliey  were  provoked  to  this  unpardonable 
iniquity,  by  having  their  mental  deception  laid 
open;  their  sheep's  clothing  and  their  mask  of 
guile  was  rent  from  them,  and  the  hj^pocrites 
in  Zion  were  seized  with  a  panic,  and  fearful- 
Aess  surprized  them.  As  their  nakedness  was 
discovered,  so  their  malice  was  kindled,  till  it 
enflamed  the  whole  frame  of  nature,  and  set  it 
:at  last  on  fire  of  hell :  they  called  the  master 
o£  the  house  Beelzebub,  and  he  palmed  them 
upon  the  devil  their  father,  and  told  them, 
"  Where  I  am  ye  cannot  come." 

Nor  was  the  poor  Arminian  that  you  speak 

of  the  first  that   founded  his   resentment  on 

the  colour  of  my  wig;  better  they  be  disgusted 

at  my  dark  hair,  than  dark  deeds;   but  it  is 

the  doctrines  of  Christ  in  my  mouth,  and  not 

the  colour  of  my  head,  that  gives  the  offence; 

and  I  liope  never  to  be  esteemed  as  a  tabret 

by  those  who  make  Christ  a  rock  of  offence: 

1  hate  them  that  hate  him.     But  my  daughte. 

is  cured  of  itching  ears,  God  for  ever  be  praisi  ' 

for  that,  for  it  is  a  disorder  that  most  professc 

are  infected  with,  more  or  less,  and  many  havt 

F2 
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been  led  by  such  ears  to  make  shipwreck  of 
their  profession,  others  to  pierce  themselves 
thri>ugh  with  many  sorrows,  others  into  the 
seat  of  the  scornful,  and  many  into  the  pesti- 
lence that  walketh  in  darkness,  until  they  Flive 
met  their  destruction  at  noon-day,  for  to  err 
and  perisli  under  the  rays  of  the  gospel,  is  m 
evident  tolien  of  utter  darkness,  or  of  enditg 
with  hypocrites  and  unbelievers,  , 

I  have  thanked  my  God  for  the  hope  I  have 
of  tliee,  and  of  thy  brother,  and  have  intreatfd 
him  to  preserve  and  keep  you,  tliat  before  I 
have  swaddled  you  the  enemy  may  not  be  per- 
mitted to  cany  you  away,  for  if  I  am  bereaved 
of  my  children,  I  am  bereaved,  Gen.  xliiL  It  — 
What  few  spoils  I  have  taken  out  of  the  haadlE 
of  the  Amorites,  have  been  taken  with  sworifc 
and  bow,  and  plucked  as  brands  from  the  fires 
such  mountains  of  oppositions,  bars  of  preju— J 
dice,  and  Iieaps  of  reproach,  hatli  Satan  and  his  i 
emissaries  laid   in  my   way.     But  blessed  b»* 
God,  who  confirmeth  the  word  of  his  servantj«= 
and  performeth  tlie  counsel  of  his  messenger)  ■* 
who  fmstrateth   the  tokens  of  the  liars,  an*  * 
maketh  diviners  mad;    who  takes  pleasure  r -^ 
them   that  fear  him,  and  in  them  that  hope  t_/ 
his  mercy  ;  and  who  honours  them  that  Iio'bok// , 
him,  and  beautifies  the  meek  with  salvation. 

I  have  no  objection  to  your  hearing  any  g™*^i 
man  of  God,  or  any  one  that  proftssori  call  f 
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one  of  a  bad  spirit;  but  O  beware  of  men  of 
9andour,  men  universally  approved,  men  of  a 
moderate  spirit,  and  of  peaceable  principles, 
ai)d  of  a  cbaritable  disposition  and  judgnient- 
this  is  the  devil  transformed,  it  is  satan  in  or- 
ders, or  lucifer  in  his  ecclesiastical  dignity; 
9hun  him,  and  all  shall  be  well.  I  have  cau- 
tioned thee,  but  thy  consequence  will  lead  thee 
through  all  the  bounds  that  I  have  set.  How- 
ever, you  have  acknowledged  me  in  part,  and 
I  trust  you  will,  (or  your  conscience  will)  ac- 
knowledge me  to  the  end.  My  dear  girl,  kt 
jne  have  joy  of  thee,  read,  search,  mark,  learn, 
ai)d  inwardly  digest  for  thyself;  try  and  prove 
thy  own  work,  and  then  shalt  thou  have  re- 
joicing in  thyself  alone,  and  not  in  another. 
Aim  at  union,  communion,  freedom,  and  fel- 
lowship with  the  Son  of  God  ;  seek  his  blessed 
face,  his  approbation,  the  light  of  his  counte- 
nance, and  his  Spirit's  testimony,  and  thou 
shalt  find  the  kingdom  of  God  within  thee. 

Could  my  bed,  my  curtains,  my  study,  or 
my  bible  speak  for  me,  they  would  bear  such  a 
testimony  of  the  unutterable  felicity,  foretastes, 
earnests,  and  celestial  triumphs  of  my  soul,  that 
would  prove  to  all  that  fear  God  that  I  envied 
not  the  mansions  of  (Jabriel.  But  1  have  done, 
and  conclude  with  tears  of  gratitude  to  the 
God  of  Jacob,    who  condescends   to  sjivo  so 
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the  Lord  livetb,  though  I  am  clad  with  ztai  in 
the  pulpit,  I  seldom  in  private  go  one  day  diy* 
eyed  to  Godj  I  am  a  Goanergesin  public,  but 
Id  private  of  a  sorrowful  spirit,  not  fur  fear  of 
wrath,  but  under  a  daily  sense  of  superabound- 
il^g  mercy  to  the  worst  of  sinners.  "  Favour 
IS  deceitful,  and  beauty  is  vain  :  but  a  woman 
.that  feareth  the  Lord,  she  shall  be  praised. 
Give  her  of  the  fruit  of  her  hands,  and  let  ber 
own  works  praise  her  in  the  gates,"  Prov.  xxii. 
SO,  31.  You  must  take  this  in  the  rough.;! 
have  no  time  to  cast  it  in  a  second  mould.  If 
your  brother,  whom  I  once  saw,  would  take  a 
copy  of  it,  and  some  Tuesday-night  come  homt 
with  me  in  the  coach,  and  give  me  the  coun- 
terpart, would  greatly  oblige, 

Your  ready  Servitor, 

W.  H.  S.- 
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LE'lTER   XXVIII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Make  no  apologies  to  me  Betty,  put  no 
DLComiums  on  me,  my  titles  and  all  my'ho- 
ours  lay  in  S.  S.  my  ambition  aspires  no  higher 
nan  to  appear  what  I  know  I  am,  namely,  a 
Inner  saved ;  this  is  all  my  salvation,  and  all 
dy  desire.  Christ  hath  received  thee  my  sis- 
er,  and  thou  art  welcome  to  my  barrel,  to  my 
amp,  and  to  my  cruse,  as  long  as  one  handful 
)f  meal,  one  ray  of  light,  or  one  drop  of  the  oil 
)f  joy  remains  in  them, 

I  was  glad  to  see  thee,  and  am  thankful  to 
^y  God  for  setting  thy  face  Zion-ward,  and 
-T  honouring  his  unworthy  servant  to  be  the 
^tidard  bearer,  to  which  all-conquering  love 
iripelled  her  to  submit.  And  I  intreat  thee, 
^  sister,  to  bear  the  cross  with  fortitude  and 
-icnce,  no  cross  no  crown,  no  cross  no  com- 
"t,  no  cross  no  appetite,  no  cross  no  fervour 
^ievotion,  no  energy  in  prayer,  no  attention 

"the  shepherd's  voice,  no  watchfulness  on 
—  hand  of  God,  no  purging,  purifying,  re- 
'^^^ing,  reviving  work  going  on,  nay,  nor  the 
^Al-supporting  presence  of  God,  who  is  a  very 
*^sent  help  in  trouble. 
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Thus  far  I  had  wrote  last  week;  Monday 
morning.  I  bifss  the  Lord  for  his  kind  con- 
descension, in  sending  my  poor  sister  such  r^ 
freahiags  from  his  presence ;  tl)ese  are  dewy 
seasons,  set  f-asts,  banquetting  times,  haleyon 
days,  days  r>f  the  Snn  of  man.  But  the  laiuh 
must  be  eat  with  bitter  herbs,  feasts  and  fasts 
are  to  succeed  each  other ;  we  often  go  from 
the  banquetting  house  to  the  tents  of  Kedar, 
and  from  the  glorious  report  and  testimony  of 
our  sonship,  into  the  wilderness  to  be  templed 
of  the  devil,  as  did  our  Lord  before  us.  "  But 
all  tbings  shall  work  together  for  good  totheat  ■ 
that  love  God,  and  are  the  called  according  to 
his  purpose." 

You  tell  me  in  your's  that  you  took  courage, 
and  begged  of  Christ  to  pray  fur  yoa;  not  so 
my  sister,  Christ  is  never  represented  as  pray, 
ing  in  heaven.  He  offered  up  strong  cries  and 
prayers  as  man  and  mediator  upon  earth,  and 
was  heard  in  that  he  feared,  but  in  heaven  not 
so;  he  perfumes  with  the  abundance  of  hit 
grace,  and  the  sweet  savour  of  his  sacrifice,  the 
prayers  of  all  saints  on  the  golden  allar  :  but  as 
an  ever-living  intercessor,  he  is  iu  his  various 
office-characters,  and  under  liis  eternal  conse- 
cration and  appointment,  and  in  his  glorioui 
and  finished  work,  an  everlasting  intercessioD: 
heaven  is  not  a  place  of  prayer,  nor  a  house  of 
prayer,   but  of  jiraise.     Thou  dost  not  under- 
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stand  the  wise  man,  my  daughter,  when  Solo>> 
mon  says,  **  Let  a  man  rejoice  in  his  own 
works  ;'*  in  the  lowest  sense  he  doth  not  mean 
the  works  of  the  flesh,  which  are  sin,  nor  the 
works  of  the  law,  which  can  never  justify  or 
save ;  but  he  means  the  labour  or  works  of  a 
man  s  own  hands  in  his  lawful  calling,  as  hf 
tells  you  how  he  himself  at  first  rejoiced  in  bis 
own  contrivances  and  performances. 

But  in  the  highest  sense  he  doubtless  meant 
the  good  work  of  grace  on  a  man's  own  beauty 
the  works  of  a  man's  own  faith,  the  labours  of 
his  own  love,  the  experience,  changes,  or  work-< 
ings  of  his  own  mind,  which  is  what  Paul 
advises  to ;  '^  Let  every  man  prove  his  own 
work,  and  then  shall  he  have  rejoicing  in  him- 
self alone,  and  not  in  another,"  Gal.  vi.  4  ;  in 
his  own  experience,  and  not  in  the  experience 
of  another;  in  his  own  testimony,  and  not  in 
the  good  opinion  that  another  may  entertain 
of  the  goodness  of  his  state.  Thus  to  rejoice 
is  to  rejoice  in  the  good  work  of  grace,  begun 
and  carried  on  in  a  man's  own  soul ;  the  ground 
of  this  joy  is  the  inward  witness  of  the  Spirit, 
which  is  better  and  more  sure  than  the  witness 
of  any  good  man ;  for,  "  If  we  receive  the 
DTilness  of  men,  the  witness  of  God  is  greater.** 
fietsy,  fareM'eil,  be  of  good  comfort ;  grace  and 
peace  be  with  thee.     Amen,  and  Amen. 

W.  H.  S.  S- 


LETTER    XXIX. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Hy  Dear  Sister, 
.  "  All  tUat  will  live  godly  in  Christ  Jesui, 
shall  suffer  persecution,"  more  or  less,  STim. 
iii.  IS.  It  IS  given  on  our  belialf  not  oniyB 
believe  on  Christ,  but  also  to  suffer  for  kij 
sake,  Phil.  i.  29.  The  tares  must  be  dried  l« 
the  fire,  as  well  as  the  wheat  ripened  for  (lit 
barn.  Israel  must  wander  forty  years  in  liic 
wilderness,  till  the  iniquity  of  the  Ainoriicsi' 
full.  The  hotter  the  furnace,  the  soonerover, 
it  is  nothing  but  a  burning  caustic,  to  Jri' 
out  and  discover  your  bad  humour,  and  totii 
off  the  proud  flesh,  and  then  it  will  be  oitt; 
"  The  rod  of  the  wicked  shall  not  always  W 
on  the  lot  nf  the  righteous,  lest  the  righlpw 
put  forth  his  hands  to  iniquity." 

There  is  no  cause  to  fear  the  fury  of  lli* 
oppressor  ;  if  God  be  for  us,  wlio  can  be  agiiii' 
us  ?  It  is  one  of  the  promises  of  the  newt* 
venant,  that  the  righteous  shall  see  their  i^^ 
When  we  see  the  enemy  in  the  scorner's  cbi'i 
when  he  begins  to  set  his  mouth  againsttlK 
heavens,  and  to  ridicule  the  counsel  of  t^ 
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;  High,  which  are  evident  tokens  of  per- 
n;  we  know  that  they  are  got  almost  to 
)rim  of  their  measure,  and  to  the  end  of 
'chain.  God  stayeth  his  rough  wind,  in 
day  of  the  east  wind;  the  wrath  of  man 

I  praise  him  when  it  meets  withjustice,  and 
remainder  of  wrath  will  he  restrain* 

II  that  I  can  do  for  my  dear  Betty  is,'  to 
'for  her,  to  stay  her  with  flaggons,  and  to 
fort  her  with  a  few  apples ;  I  cannot  visit 

there  is  a  lion  in  the  way  ;  and  she  will 
visit  me,  or  cannot,  being  under  the  com- 
d  of  NabaL  However,  kindred  souls  are 
o  the  closest  together,  when  the  farthest 
ider,  being  under  the  influence  of  him  that 
th  all  space,  aud  iilleth  all  in  all.  It  will 
be  many  years  before  we  shall  have  a  happy 
a  lasting  meeting,  where  we  shall  talk  it 
over  and  talk  it  out,  without  having  our 
bombarded  with  oaths  and  curses,  or  the 
versation  interrupted  with  a  fallen  coun- 
ince.  Till  then,  Bett}*,  we  must  take  it 
ording  to  the  tenor  of  the  covenant,  for  bet- 
ibr  worse,  till  death  us  do  part,  and  not  be 
lid  with  any  amazement.  My  love  to 
ther,  and  a  certain  saint  saluteth  thee. 

W.  H.  S.  S, 
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LETTER  XXX.    *         ''  - 

TO  THE  SAHB--        .,  .  i..;.. 


;  flowers,  in  acknowledgiiMiit 
new-jrear's  gift  . ;  I 

■  • 
1. 


MY  Daughter's  kind  gift  it  re ceived,        '  ^ 

Attended  with  hallowed  fire ; 
Kind  Mercy  her  irants  has  felieted^ '  r*-  y 

I  Ijope  she'll  remember  her  aire.        >'•-  vi 

If  the  oil  she  has  drawx^  from  my  cruse 
Has  furnished  her  tongue  with  this  tale, 

Tis  plain  its  of  excellent  use. 
Let  her  pray  that  it  never  may  faiL 

If  Betty's  first  husband  be  dead. 
If  Betty's  divorced  from  the  law. 

Let  her  nveer  prove  false  to  her  head,  / 

Nor  suffer  his  love  to  withdraw. 


I  >  t 


The  soul  that  is  Jesu's  delight 
Both  devils  and  sinners  shall  foil, 

Their  garments  shall  always  be  white, 
And  their  head  be  anointed  with  oil. 

My  Daughter  abides  by  the  flock, 
Tis  Dinah  that  loveth  to  roam : 

Abide  in  the  cleft  of  the  rock. 

Good  wives  should  be  keepers  at  home. 


■  I 
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e  soul  that's  ordain'd  to  repent, 
rhe  bowels  of  uiercy  sliall  move ; 
i  folly  shall  sorely  lament, 
\nd  weep  the  contritions  of  love. 

e -tokens  of  mercy  benign 
Leave  lasting  impressions  of  grace, 
manifestations  divine 
Uonvey'd  by  the  tays  of  his  face. 

Dv  rebels  with  wonder. adore 
To  see  their  own  hardness  depart, 
len  he  puts  in  his  hand  by  the  door, 
\ad  slides  back  the  bolt  of  the  heart. 

■ 

c  infinite  debtor's  enlarged, 
\nd  rarisom'd  from  death  and  from  hell, 
c  ten  thousand  talents'  discharged, 
\nd  the  prisoner  creeps  from  his  cell. 

glory  to  sovereign  grace, 
fVll  praise  to  a  covenant  God, 
lo  pities  a  ruinous  race, 
\nd  cancels  their  debts  by  his  blood. 

[  peace  be  to  Betty  and  me, 
Ml  peace  to  her  brother  and  then ; 
jch  grace  to  her  mother,  that  she 
May  trust  in  the  Saviour  of  men. 

W.  HUNTINGTON,  S.  S. 


ft* 


LETTER  XXXI. 


TO  THE  SAME, 


Jetty, 


1  AM  ^IsA  to  hear  thou  art  yet  alive.  Uf 
dearest  Lord  and  poor  I,  are  still  in  harmony, 
still  in  union,  communion,  in  perfect  frierd= 
ship,  and  walking  together,  insomuch  that  I 
scarce  refrain  a  day  in  a  month,  weeping  evrf 
his  undeserved,  unexpected,  and  uniinploftd 
goodness.  No  infant  was  ever  more  indulgedr 
more  dandled,  more  nursed,  more  safely  W 
and  kindly  treated,  than  this  poor,  mucli-dw' 
piscd,  self-loathing  Coalheaver.  To  tins  worM 
1  die  daily,  and  to  all  short  of  tJie  sensible 
embraces  of  immortal  Idvc.  Never  did  biJ 
providence  appear  so  conspicuous  and  so  r^ 
plete,  never  was  his  visits  more  frequent,  newf 
was  my  success  in  conversion  so  great.  I  tiave 
had  the  accounts  of  five  this  week.  I  blew 
my  God  ill  covenant  for  calling,  teaching,  and 
sending  me  himself;  I  bless  liini  for  kcepii^ 
me  singular,  for  not  suft'erirvg  me  to  enter  isW 
any  connexions  or  combinations,  curds  of  siw 
and  bonds  of  iniijitily;  I  bless  him  for  l»t 
suffering  me  to  say  a  confederacy.      My  swefl- 
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est  moments  are  those  spent  in  secret,  and  the 
sweetest  company  when  quite  alf>ne.  He 
makes  my  study  a  Bethel,  and  my  pulpir  the 
field  of  victory  ;  my  heart  his  stoithouse,  and 
my  tongue  both  a  piercing  sword  and  saving 
health. 

Had  I  been  favoured  with  a  line  from  thiee 
sooner,  I  would  have  come  down,  and  given  an 
exhortation  at  thy  father's  house,  for  I  well 
knaw  that  all  attempts  to  get^me  into  a  con« 
nexion-pulpit  would  prove  vain.     Chupels  are 
chiefly  burlt,  not  for  Christ  in  substance,  but 
for  Christ'  in  nam«  ;  they  collect,  found,  build, 
and  open  in  the  nanse  of  Jesus,  and  for  his 
name  but  Jesus    living   in  the  heart  is   quite 
sufficient    to  bar  the  doors;   these    hold  fast 
his  name,  and    have  a    name  to  live,    but  if 
Christ  lived  in  them,  they  could  E'^t  live  with- 
out the  word   of  life  from  living  souls.     Wc 
have    more    deaths    than    births,     and    more 
funerals  than  resurrections,   more  scenes  of  the 
dead  burying  the  dead,  tlian   savours  of  life 
unto  life  :  this  is  a  lamentation,  and  must  pass 
for  a  lamentation;  nevertheless  the  time  will 
come  when  Christ  will  say,   what  I   will  not 
say,  namely,  that  they  shall  know  that  there 
hath  been  a  piophet  among  them. 

O  Bettv,  beware  of  the  snares  of  the  infernal 
fowler,  who  lays  his  nets  to  entangle,  and  then 
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gathers  up  his  charges  against  the  entangled^ 
brings  guilt  into  the  conscience,  and  guilt  lets 
in  the  accuser ;  this  is  the  grief  of  the  spirit, 
and  this  the  death  of  all  comfort  Nothing 
will  suffice  but  the  operations  of  God,  nothing 
bumble  us  but  the  deep  and  lasting  impressions 
of  goodness  and  severity,  and  nothing  will 
crucify  us  to  this  world  but  Christ  crucified  in 
us.  Tender  my  kind  respects  to  father  and 
mother,  and  to  all  that  love  my  All,  though 
they  they  have  not  seen  my  face  in  the  flesh. 
Adieu.    Grace  and  peace  be  with  thee. 

Ever  thine  in  Christ  Jesus, 

W.  HUNTINGTON. 
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J  Uvie,  Pr[Dtet,  Wcll^itceci,  Oihti-KKti.  Lun<]oit. 


Christian  Reader, 

In  preparing. the  fifth  part  of  this  work  for^ 
the  press,  my  attention  was  arrested  by  a  par- 
ticular passage  in  the  thirty-first  letter,  and  on 
the  ninety-fifth  page,  the  words  are  these, 
*  Nevertheless  the  time  will  come  when  Christ 
will  say,  what  I  will  not  say,  namely,  that  they 
shall  know  that  there  hath  been  a  prophet  among 
them !'  This  letter  was  penned  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  and  it 
struck  me  as  being  remarkable  because  of  its 
coincidence  with  what  forms  a  striking  feature  in 
his  epitaph,  ^  jpor  England  and  its  metropolis 
shall  know  that  there  hath  been  a  prophet  among 
them !'  I  advert  to  this  merely  to  shew  that  it 
was  no  hasty  conclusion  of  my  father's  mind,  but 
that  he  expressed  the  same  opinion  in  confidence, 
eighteen  years  before  his  decease. 

The  first  letters  of  this  part  are  of  a  very 
early  date,  written  during  his  abode  at  Thames 
Ditton,  and  were  addressed  to  Samuel,,  the  hus- 
band of  Ann  Webb,  whose  name  is  recorded  in 
the  Bank  of  Faith ;  she  is  still  living,  and  feels  a 
pleasure  in  surrendering  them  up  for  a  short 
period,  for  thy  use  and  benefit. 

E.  HUNTINGTON. 

High  Street, 
Nov.  9  1813. 
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lliere  MA  be  at  tbe  Bhakiog  of  an  olire  tree,  and  at  the  gleaning 
gnpet  wlien  tbe  Tintage  b  done.  Isa.  xxir.  IS. 

The  new  wine  is  ibond  in  tbe  dotter,  and  one  nitb.  Destroy  it  not« 
fur  a  blesnng  is  in  it.  Isa.  Ixt.  8* 
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and  as  we  cannot  now  reach  each  otber's  ears 
with  our  voices,  may  the  Lord  enable  us  to  retch 
eacli  other's  iniiids  with  our  pens.  I  shall,  ii  God 
enable  me,  sometimes  write  to  you,  and  shoald 
be  glad  td  hear  from  you,  and  to  know  your  afl'airs, 
and  whether  ye  stand  fast  in  the  liberty  of  tbe 
gospel.  Beware  my  dear  souls  of  the  world,  and 
be  not  again  entangled  with  the  yoke  of  bondage; 
and  be  not  of  that  number  that,  God  says,  draw 
back  to  perdition,  but  of  them  that  press  forward 
in  faith,  to  the  saving  of  the  soul. 

!My  dear  friends,  beware  of  christless  talkers, 
for  they  are  the  bane  of  the  church;  a  man  may 
have  ill!  ihe  trullis  of  the  gospel  in  his  bead,  but 
thiit  will  not  do,  because  the  scriptures  say,  "Tlic 
kinj^dom  of  God  is  not  in  word,  but  in  power," 
i.  Cor.  iv.  CO,  A  man  may  have  a  gift  of  prayer  and 
be  a  hypocrite,  but  God's  cliildrcn  have  the  spirit 
of  prayer  as  well  as  the  gift.     A  child  of  God 
]n.iy  cry  to  Christ,  when  he  cannot  speak,  a  hypo- 
crite may  speak  when  he  taimot  cry;  view  these^s 
thing?,  and  the  Lord  give  thee  understanding.     A — ■ 
hypocrite  may  cry  to  God  in  trouble,  but  at  the- 
saine  time  hi?  heart  never  taken  from  the  world, 
such  cries  God  will  not  hear,   because  the  world 
has  their  hearts.  Uo?.  vii.  !4;  Micah  iii.  4..     But 
to  the  poor  in  spirit,  and  to  the  meek-hearied, 
God  savs  he  will  up,  because  of  their  deep  f<Z^- 
ings,  and  deliver  them  from  the  hands  of  him  ibJt 
is  stronger  than  thev. 
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Nit  say  you,  our  souls  have  got  many  enemies; 

I  know  it,  and  there  is  but  one  friend;  I 
w  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil  are  your 
mies^  and  I  am  glad  of  it,  for  woe  to  your  soub 
ou  are  at  friendship  with  either  of  these  three, 
are  to  declare  war  with  all  Christ's  enemies^ 
i  when  you  are  nothing  but  perfect  weakness 
yourself,  then  you  will  beat  every  enemy 
I  fight  with,  Joel  iii.  10;  but  when  yoa  are 
mg  in  the  flesh,  you  are  sure  to  be  bea^  £zek. 
:iv.  16.  As  for  your  enemies,  Christ  conquered 
m  all  for  us,  and  when  we  come  to  Christ  ia 
able,  then  he  imputes  to  us  the  victory,  then 
our  enemies  must  hide  their  heads  in  a  mo* 
It;  and  as  for  the  devil,  faith  minds  him  not^ 
^  knows  he  is  nothing  but  a  fallen  rebellious 
e^  that  lays  under  the  most  high  God's  ever- 
iiig  curse,  which  holds  him  as  a  chain  in  utter 
cness;   and  faith's  work  is  to  look  to  Jesus 

destroyed  principalities  and  powers.     BuC 
you'  there  is  sin ;  yes,  but  faith  well  knows 

her  object  and  author,  has  condemned  sin  in 
flesh,  and  if  sin  is  condemned  and  the  sinner 
ified,  then  says  faith,  What  God .  condemned 
ay  flesh,  shall  not  condemn  my  soul  that  God 
li  justified ;  therefore  says  faith,  I  must  look  to 
r4hat  was  manifest  in  the  flesh,  to  destroy  the 
ks  of  the  devil. 

kit  say  you,  the  world  hems  me  in,  and  I  am 
id  that  will  draw  me  fromi  Christ;  I  am  glad 
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jou  are  afraid  of  it,  for  God  says,  lie  ibat  U  i 
friend  of  tlw  world  is  an  enemy  of  God,  there- 
fore faith  looks  to  liira  that  says  "  Be  of  good 
cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world,"  Julin  xvi.  33. 
Well  say  you,  but  my  own  wicked,  corrupted, 
deceitful  heart,  i»  my  worst  enemy;  yes,  but  jhjs 
faith,  God's  word  declares,  be  that  trusts  bia  own 
heart  is  a  fool,  a  natural  man,  and  not  a  saio^ 
for  fiiith  says,  My  work  is  to  loolc  at  my  othar 
object  that  prepares  the  heart ;  and  I»  «tjs  fiotK 
am  the  instrumeot  be  uses  to  purify  the  heait^ftr 
I  know,  says  faith,  your  heart  and  your  flesh  will 
fail,  but  if  yourself  will  let  me  alone,  I  shall 
point  out  him  to  you  that  is  the  strength  of  your 
heart,  and  yuur  portion  for  ever.  Well,  sayjou, 
but  if  they  cannot  destroy  me,  they  destroy  mj 
comforts,  and  drive  me  from  the  sensible  preseace 
of  God,  into  many  misty  clouds  of  ignorann, 
stupidity,  and  insensibility,  and  into  many  dark 
days  of  desertion ;  darkness  covers  my  mind,  ;* 
that  I  grope  like  one  blind,  quite  without  ao  en- 
dence:  this  is  had  to  be  in,  but,  says  faith,  Imusi 
believe  the  promise,  and  look  to  the  word  of  Goi 
Ezek.  xxxiv.  12. 

A  good  man  once  said,  that  God  when  l« 
converted  a  sinner,  laid  his  Spirit  in  pawn  to  thil 
soul,  so  the  Spirit  is  the  souls  earnest  of  its  inbt- 
ritancc,  and  so  when  we  die,  Christ  receives  w 
own  with  usury.  So,  my  dear  souls,  let  ywt 
troubles  be  what  lliey  may,  obey  God's  voirt 
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Ood  say%  ^^  Give  me  thy  heart ;''  let  the  blessed 
Jesus  have  it,  for  you  can  do  nothing  in  mending 
of  it|  and  he  says,  Commit  the  keeping  of  yout 
souls  into  his  hands ;  pray  let  him  have  it,  and  he 
will  keep  youfs,  as  well  as  Paul's,  till  that  day. 
He  likewise  says,  Offer  up  your  bodies,  which  is 
your  reabonable  service,  pray,  my  dear  souls,  let 
him  have  them;  and  he  likewise  says,  '* Commit 
tliy  works  unto  the  Lord,  and  thy  thoughts  shall 
be  established."  Obey  his  voice  for  he  gave 
himself  for  us ;  give  we  ourselves  to  him,  and 
dm  says  faith,  **  You  are  not  your  own,  you  are 
booght  with  a  price,"  1  Cor.  vi.  19,  00;  then  let 
what  enemies  will  come  against  me,  says  faith,  the 
battle  is  not  mine  but  God's ;  and  we  must  turn 
the  battle  to  the  gate,  says  David,  and  that  gate 
is  Christ 

So  then  when  enemies  come  to  us,  say  we  as  the 
three  children  did  to  the  king  in  Babylon,  *VWe 
are  not  careful  to  answer  thee  in  this  matter,'* 
Dao.  iii.  16;  for,  says  the  soul,  I  cannot  answer 
any  enemies,  therefore  I  have  committed  all  my 
affiurs  into  the  wonderful  Counsellor's  hands,  to 
plead  for  me.  So  the  soul  that  is  married  to 
Christy  sa:ys  to  all  enemies  if  they  demand  any 
thfaig.  Go  to  my  heavenly  husband,  he  pays  all  for 
me,  he  paid  law  and  justice  too  for  me ;  and  as 
all  fulness  dwells  in  him,  there  is  enough  to  pay  all 
demands:  and  if  you  have  peace  with  God 
through  Christ,  then  let  faith  produce  his  receipt 


to  any  caemy  that  asks  after  il,  which  is  thin,  ht 
that  believes  isjustiBed  freely  from  all  things,  tk 
b  your  receipt,  mark  it;  H-hen  ye  thus  live,  Iheo 
yoti  live  indeed. 

Would  you  know,  whether  you  haTB  pt 
Christ's  righteousness  on  you  ?  depend  on  it  ym 
have  if  you  havegotrid  of  all  your  own,  fornhom 
Christ  strips  he  clothes,  Zech.  iii.  4 ;  Christ  pnti 
no  new  cloth  upon  our  old  garments,  lestthcrwt 
is  made  worse.  I  have  much  more  to  saybal 
no  more  time.  Pray  give  uiy  love  to  C  and  Ur. 
and  Mrs.  G.  and  tell  them  to  take  hold,  and  keep 
hold  of  Christ,'  stretch  forth  the  withered  liini 
and  pray  the  Lord  to  lift  it  up,  according  to  he 
prumiae,  Micaii  v.  9.  My  wife  joins  in  loveH 
you,  and  I  conclude,  an  enemy  to  the  world,  ll* 
flesh,  and  the  devil.  Christ  be  with  you,  Ata^ 
Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 

I  cannot  conclude  here,  now  I  must  go  on  *« 
make  a  double  letter  of  it.  Would  you  IW 
whether  you  have  got  Christ,  and  the  truth  ioyo* 
heart,  and  mercy  from  God  through  hira?  «'' 
pend  upon  it  you  have,  if  conscience  condett" 
thee  not.  Would  you  know  whether  you  f 
made  wise  to  salvation,  and  your  wisdom  w 
from  llic  blessed  Jesus,  the  great  prophet:  ''^> 
God  says,  he  will  destroy  the  wisdom  of  IhefS^ 
and  if  you  are  sure  you  arc  a  fool  of  yooW'' 
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and  hsare  not  wisdom  in  yoar  own  eyea^  Prov.  iiL 
7,  then  be  sore  your  wisdom  is  in  Christ  litid  up; 
Prov.  iL  6.  Would  you  know  whether  you  have 
got  saving  faith  in  the  blood  of  Christ?  why^ 
if  you  can  discern  unbelief  to  be  the  damning 
SBO  of  the  whole  world,  and  feel  it  so  to  be^ 
this  is   the  Spirit's  work  in  the  hear^    John 


Where  God  discovers  unbelief  he  gives  firid^ 

nH  the  time  unbelief  is  hid  from  our  eyes,-  we 

jcannot  have  £iith,  and  therefore  all  that  is  nob  of 

^iitb  is  sin ;   but  if  you  can  persuade  yoursdf 

iKim.what  you  have  felt,  and  what  you  have  seen 

in  the  word,  and  what  you  have  heard  preached^ 

that  Jesus  is  youf  s,  then  if  you  have  been  enabled 

to  believe,  the  fruit  of  faith  is  peace,  Rom.  v.   I; 

Hold  him  fast  in  the  promises,  and  that  will  not 

fiuL     Bring  what  you  feel  and  the  word  together, 

and  that  will  stand  fast^  Isai.  viii.  £0.     Would 

you  know  how  God  causes  his  people  to  hear  his 

voices  and  how  God  instructs  his  people?  it  is  by 

temptation,  and  by  deliverance  from  it ;  by  per- 

itcuUon,  and  by  the  stirring  of  corruption,  and 

fay.  doubts  and  fears,  and  deliverance  from  them. 

By  aharp  convictions  going  before,  and  comforts 

coming  after,  by  our  blindness  and  knowledge^ 

followed  by  the  light  of  God*s  Spirit ;  by  uncom* 

fortable  and  comfortable  frames^  by  sharp  soul 

aorrow  and  heavenly  joy. 

Would  you  know  whether  God  loves  you  ?  he 


Our  fi'iends  at  Woking  give  their  kind  love  to 
you ;  God  seemed  to  follow  the  word  willi 
power,  some  crying  under  great  concern  of  soul; 
they  lay  near  my  heart,  O  pray  that  they  iubj 
lay  in  the  bosom  of  Christ  1  pray  you,  with- 
draw from  all  that  walk  unholy,  and  let  the 
world  hang  loose  on  your  back,  aad  follow  hard 
after  that  spirit  of  love  and  meekness  in  which  I 
found  you  the  last  time  I  was  with  jou;  all 
:  ivide,  and  lightness  of'  spirit,  is  iiid  fr<kayfHi 
eyes  in  that  frame.  Beware  of  vain  tdc  wd 
vain  people;  watch  agaidst  the  flevjl^  aad  'mti 
God's  hand  in  answering  prayer. 

Now,  O  God,  I  commit  this  into  thy  baud, 
and  their  dear  souls,  praying  thee  to  bless  them, 
and  own  this  to  their  good,  Amen.  Tell  M.  to 
beware  of  sin,  for  if  she  wilfully  sins  again,  there 
is  no  more  sacrifice  for  sin,  but  a  fearful  looking 
for  of  judgment,  as  the  scripture  says.  Mij 
God  keep  you  all,  Amen.  We  all  join  in  lore 
to  your  souls,  Amen. 

Wm.  HUNTINGTOX 
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LE'iTER  III.  5 

•  .  *  •       T" 

•  •   »  '  .  *^  .  '   .  .  ' 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Ditton. 
Dear  Fnendsy 

I  CONFESS  my  fault  ip  aot  sf  iidiog  to  jpu 
before,  but  believe  me  I  faavQ  buX,  little  time. 
Xast  Sunday  was  a  week,  I  weut  to  Iriqpdo^  and 
preached^  and  the  Lord  was  with  .ijs  indeed^ 
Ahmigb  strangers  to  each  other  before.  I  found 
fiUfon  we  were  fellow-^ciyzens ;  the  Lord  gave  me 
^reat  power  in  prayer  and  preacliingy  and; we 
•parted  in  the  language  of  a  friend  of  old,  ^^  It  is 
^good  for  us  to  be  here."  Prom  thence  I  went  to 
Camberwell,  aj^i  found  my  dear  sister  alive  to 
Xjrody  and  I  went  to  hear  Mr.  B.  in  the  evenhig, 
«nd  bad  such  a  time,  that  I  wished  to  die  befor^ 
I  got  out  of  the  church.  O  Lord,  ever  give  me 
tbb  bread.  I  parted  with  her,  between  twelve 
:and  one  o^clock,  with  some  of  the  old  prophetic 
Jove  in  our  hearts ;  O  heavenly  wind,  blow  it 
into  a  flame.  Between  four  and  five  in  the  morn- 
ing I  reached  home ;  I  do  really  believe  this  i$ 
^better  than  sleeping. 

Last  Saturday  I  was  dreadfully  tried,  by  an 
.-old  enemy  that  I  had  been  preaching  against  a 
^Dight  or  two  before^  tried  till  my  soul  groaned. 
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I  told  a  friend  that  I  would  at  him  agun  when  I 

got  out ;  it  is  he  that  our  mother  overcome  by 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb:  O  God  give  power. 
On  Sunday  morning  I  went  to  Moulsey  in  chains, 
but  found  freedom  of  speech,  though  no  love  on 
Biy  heart ;  but  it  was  a  blessing  to  them  that  were 
bound,  God  will  not  let  me  work  for  nothing 

From  thence  I  went  to  Woking  alone,  not 
quite  alone,  for  my  foe  was  near  at  hand,  which 
made  me  look  up  and  cry  heartily  to  God  ;  yet  1 
was  big  with  expectation  of  feeling  some  of  the 
fire  of  God's  love,  after  tfiis  fire  of  confusion, 
and  going  over  Seend  Marsh,  a  roan  that  comes 
to  hear  me  told  me  that  one  Captain  B.  and  his 
■wife,  and  some  more  people,  wanted  to  hear  me 
preach.  I  told  them  if  they  got  together  against 
I  came  back,  I  would  preach  to  them.  WeB, 
thought  I,  this  will  pay  for  my  temptation. 

"When  I  came  to  my  dear  flock  they  ^adJy  re- 
ceived me,  and  the  room  was  fall ;  I  found  it 
well  between  God  and  my  soul  alone,  and  went 
out  to  speak,  and  there  were  some  stood  withoQt 
doors,  the  room  would  not  hold  them.  I  spakt 
from  these  words,  "  Have  you  received  die 
Holy  Ghost?"  and  God  blessed  it.  Then  I 
retired  to  get  a  text  for  them  without,  and  d« 
bible  was  shut  up  from  me  ;  O  Irow  was  I  tried, 
I  prayed  and  cried  to  God,  and  I  said,  there 
was  the  greatest  multitude  I  ever  spoke  to.  Al 
last  I  went  trembling  out  witli  these  words,  "Bol 


fbey  shook  oflf  the  dust  of  their  feet  agaioM  ihem^ 
and  came  unto  Iconiura,"'  Acts  xiii.  51 ;  still  in 
diaiDSy  and  my  dear  brother  H.  pitying  me  with 
ttars.  This  ooucourse  of  peopfe  caaie  from  aH 
^arters^  a  great  manyliundreds;  as  soon  as  I 
•took  my  text,  down  dropped  my  chainsi  and  I 
aerer  fek  out  of  doors  such  bokltiess  and  {towefi 
and  all  so  quietp  so  awed,  and  such  powen  After 
^ertBOB  tbey  thronged  round  the  door,  I  exfa<krted 
ibem  till  my  soul  wep^  and  some  that  I  ivArer 
i^w  before  wept  with  me;  nigh  a  hundred  Cf 
them  stood  round  me,  add  God  was  powerfiuL 
with  us»  They  kept  me  till  darlc,  many  wanted 
to  go  to  Seend  with  me,  so  I  left  (hem  like  litde 
i^Udren. 

When  I  came  to  Seend^  there  were  a  Few 
p0Q|ple  waiting,  there  had  been  both  foot  ^nd 
Jborae,  hut  many  were  gone ;  tbey  asked  me  to 
^reach^  and  they  called  the  Captain  out;  ttMto 
tW«8  mSU  ^ome  foot  and  some  horse.  So  I  went 
ioto  a  faousCi  and  picked  out  a  text,  and  dieii 
.w6«t  out  and  preached  in  the  dark^  all  stodd  stills 
4|pd  I  hope  God  was  widi  us^  so  I  got  liome 
jj^Ot  twelve  o'clock.  On  Monday  night  I 
.^ftached  at  Twickenham,  after  being  three  times 
'lylfasd,  a&d  God  was  there;  some  wanted  to' heir 
teoai|se  of  the  evil  report  raised  about  me,  and 
<irod  met  Ihem^  and  sent  them  away  with  a  very 
Igood  opinion  of  me. 

'. ..  Oa  Tuesday  evening  I  preached  at  Richmond, 
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some  thronged  to  Iiear  because  I  had  been  called 
a  wolf  ill  slicep's  clothing,  but  God  was  with  me; 
some  were  greatly  cut,  others  that  came  to  hear 
the  wolf,  said,  I  was  well  taught  of  God.  This 
night  I  preached  at  Ditton,  with  as  great  liber^ 
as  ever,  God  was  with  us,  and  some  of  my  dear 
friends  from  Kingston,  who  have  strongly  op- 
posed me,  came  to  hear  out  of  curiosity;  but 
God  sent  them  home  with  these  words  in  their 
mouth,  It  is  worth  coming  for.  My  dear  friends 
that  gave  it  out  that  I  was  a  wolf  come  to  scatter 
the  tlock,  have  since  altered  their  minds,  and  said 
that  I  was  a  child  of  God,  but  no  preacher, 
though  they  never  heard  me  before.  'The  nert 
words  I  suppose  will  be,  that  I  am  a  preacher 
but  no  bishop;    Lord,  what  is  man  \    '    ■ 

A  gentleman  from  London  who  was  at  Wo^iog 
•tdld  me,  that  he  thought  I  was  to  blante  to  go  te 
Ridimond,  and  to  blame  to  preach  outof  <loor% 
because  I  had  no  learning;  this  was  a  motith  ago 
last  Sunday ;  many  quality  came  ivitb  him  fron 
Ouildford,  so  he  distressed  my  soul  grdatly. 
Bat  I  went  away  «nd  poured  out  my  soul, '-  com- 
plaint  and  all,  before  God  alone,  till  ttiy^bea^ 
was  broke,  and  then  I  went  out  to  [ireach,  and'  I. 
think  one  of  the  clearest  discourses  I  ever  deti^, 
vered,  and  with  great  power.  Tbeti  the  gentle^' 
man  called  me  aside,  and  offered  me'  money  tb 
bear  my  expences,  which  I  refused;  )ie  told  me, 
he  wished  be  could  give  me  twenty  poaods ;  be 
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8aid  I  was  called  of  God,  and  told  me  never  to 
work  journey-work  under  any  proprietors,  but  to 
go  on  as  I  did,  and  I  am  determined  to  have  no 
master  but  Christ.  So  I  see  from  this  gentleman, 
that  if  I  consulted  man  I  should  neither  preach 
nor  hold  my  tongue ;  God  make  me  a  preacher, 
not  of  man  nor  by  man. 

A  minister  was  sent  down  from  London  to 
pfeach,  and  to  expose  me  in  the  pulpit;  he  said 
he  knew  I  preached  errors,  but  never  heard  me. 
ff*  said  he  knew  I  did  not  live  according  to  the 
gospel,  but  never  saw  me ;  he  said  I  had  left  off 
^ork,  God  forgive  his  lies;  he  said  I  preached 
for  money,  but  I  could  stand  search  any  time 
I  believe.  If  any  man  would  give  me  a  thou- 
sand pounds,  I  could  not  leave  off  preaching, 
God  holds  me  with  a  strong  hand.  The  proprie- 
tors threaten  laying  me  in  prison,  because  I  am 
not  licensed ;  after  this  many  people  came  to  hear 
me  at  Richmond  with  keen  ears,  to  hear  what  a 
monster  of  sin  I  was.  I  earnestly  begged  of 
God  in  my  prayer  publicly,  that  God  would 
sbew  them  whether  I  was  right  or  wrong  in 
coming,  if  wrong  that  he  would  confound  me,  if 
right  that  power  might  be  felt;  and  God  was  with 
nie  with  a  witness,  and  convinced  them  alL  I 
must  conclude,  it  is  midnight.  Pray  give  my 
Ibve  to  all  friends.  I  wish  you  my  dear  friends 
the  peace  of  heaven,  and  more  communication 
with  niy  dear;  dear  Redeemer,  Amen. 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 


LETTER  IV.  I 

TO  THE  SAMF..  ' 

When  may  a  child  of  God  lay  down? 
When  be  can  get  do  bjgber  in  his  spiritaal  nind^ 
when  no  lower  in  humility;  when  no  fartber  ia 
gospel  experience;  when  there  ia  oiotfaiDg  moie 
pew  in  the  bible;  when  he  seeks  Jesus  in  nia; 
ittidwhen  be  is  the  invisible  image  of  Christ  in 
full  stature. 

I  tell  you  when  I  intend  to  leave  otF  prayer. 
When  corruption  is  entirely  destroyed;  when  mj 
heart  can  no  longer  deceive;  when  I  have  done 
kicking  at  the  cross,  and  never  across  to  take  up; 
when  the  world  no  more  deceives  my  eyes;  and 
when  the  devil  is  ashamed  to  shew  me  bis  fece. 

Two  ways  I  deceive  myself,  and  two  ways  I  am 
deceived.  When  I,  to  encourage  pride,  want  to 
appear  more  gracious  than  I  am ;  and  when 
through  fear  I  hide  that  grace  1  really  have; 
when  I  thought  I  had  strength  for  a  great  trial, 
and  sunk  at  a  small  one;  and  when  I  sunk  at  the 
thoughts  of  a  great  cross,  and  when  it  came  carried 
it  boldly:  one  is  strength  in  weakness,  the  etbei 
is  weakness  in  strength. 

I  am  always  in  fear.  When  comfort  is  gone  I 
fear  it  wiU  come  no  more;  when  I  have  got  ill 
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fear  being  robbed;  when  I  am  in  trouble  I  am 

not  easy;  and  when  I  walk  long  easy  I  am  in 

trouble. 

Two  things  I  should  like  te^  pray  for.     To  be 

saved  from  my  good  works^  and  to  have  the  sins 

foKgiven  of  my  godly  sorrow. 

Two  things  I  desire  to-  se^  which  would  strike 
.  me  dead.    To  see  ovyself  as  I  reaUy  am  in  God's 

Vigh^  as  a  sinner;  and  tasee  Christ  as  be  is  ta 

g^ovy,  and  that  ie  die  best  sight  of  all;  terror  always 
'  lutfd'eas  my  heart,  aad  to  taste  Christ'&love  coming 

mit  of  a  trial,  breaks  k  att  lo  pieces. 

,  \  Osf^^  way  I  eoomionly:  get  m  blessii^  at  Meetiog^ 

When*  Ae  fNreacher  has  nodMDg  of  his^oiwn  ;  when 
.  ^%fiMifB9-  hat  from  the  Loed,,  gpui^Q»in  an  it  ia  dealt 
yflV^HMid  then  it  is  wet;  adiscouc8e^Iai4«|>  inthe 

llmd  is  mostly-  dry. 

.  f -liljy  dtar  C.  andMin^aiidMis.Gu  aadiattssy 
}. poor  dear  souls^  I  wish  you  all  the  blessed  Jesu^; 

al)  is  heaveor  wilfti.  him^  all  it  hett  and^  damaatftOQ 

(ffpMbeot  him.    O  niy  dear,,  dear  Lord|.  anid  God^ 

o|UMl»SaTMui^  Jesufiy  be tboamy  portion i&t  evei^ 

fiiAnienw 

Wml  HUNTINGTON. 

jirJ Pa;:S«  Pray  let  tat  hear  firaatyxML.  Pra}^ Usf 
3<ttiit  semetlrng  of  beart'^wofk,  that  I  may  gaess 
DWfaetter  it  is  Jesus  speaks  00  not  The  devil 
1  ttAs «(wl  sh^t  be  praised,  lor  this: disappoint lun^ 
end'  praise  God.  I  da  ook  like  ha  should  pleaas 
j  flw^*  I  do npt  like  to pleasahiai^ 
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-     My  dear  Broiiiciaiid  Sister. 

This  comes  with  my  lore  to  you  aod  all 
friends,  hoping  your  souls  prosper,  and  am  aoriy 
I-  qoutd  not  come  to  you;  I  did  set  o^t  to 
come,  but  it  was  so  dark  and  late  that  I  went 
back  again,  but  my  heart  was  ia  a  measure  with 
you.  O  how  did  the  devit  work  me  because 
I  could  not  come,  but  I  know  we  should  meet 
oftener  logetlier,  if  you  prayed  for  it  more;  all 
tilings  are  possible  to  tliem  tiiat  pray  in  faith,  for 
God  says,  lie  wiii  be  enquired  of,  that  he  may  do 
ttrtse  things  for  us,  and  blessed  be  his  name,  it  is 
rigiit  ne  should. 

O  my  dear  brother  and  sister,  tell  G  od  of  every 
truiible  you  meet  with  as  soon  as  it  comes,  for 
MJienyoii  try  to  help  yourselves,  you  fall  into  a 
bad  temper,  and  grieve  llie  Spirit  of  holiness,  and 
satan  leads  you  into  diirkness.  I  thouglit  to- 
night lie  would  work  you,  and  tell  you  we  should 
meet  no  more,  but  do  not  believe  the  father  of  lies; 
as  soon  as  you  hnd  he  works  oo  you  and  makes  you 
cross,  go  directly  and  tell  God  of  it,  and  the 
Lord  will  soon  bruise  his  head,  for  God  tells  us 
to  cast  our  cares  on  him.     The  devil  loves  to  see 


our  souls  bowed  down  with  our  own  cares,  O 
tijou  enemy  of  all  truth,  wc  defy  thee  in  the 
strength  of  Jesus,  and  tbrougU 'Christ  we  hope  we 
shall  rejoice  in  heaven,  when  you  wiU  burnr  world 
without  end :  O  Lord^  delive^ioa  fibm.  htm 
because  he  temptB.  us/ 

I  have  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  H.  he  gives  his 
love  to  you  both,  it  is  something  of  the  language 
of  Canaan*  O  my  dear  souls,  keep  close  to 
Jesus^  and  let  that  be  your  chiefest  work.  FoUow, 
my  dear  friends,  that  weeping  spirit  of  meekness^ 
that  is  the  frame  we  walk  safe  in,  and  beware  of  a 
light  spirit,  and  a  light  conversation ;  keep  from 
sinners,  and  keep  humble,  and  may  the  Lord 
bless  you.  My  soul  shall  weep  for  you  all: 
femember  me  to  all  friends.  My  wife  gives  her 
love;  the  Lord  bless  thee.  Amen. 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 


LETTER  VI. 

TO  MRS.  W. 

Thames  Ditton. 


My  dear  Daughter  in  Christ, 

I  TRUST,  by  the  Lord  thou  art  highly  fa- 
voured, blessed  art  thou  among  women.  It  is 
tjrue^  my  daughter,  thou  hast  lost  a  good  and  a 


tHwe,'  with  her  tottering  faith.  And  now  Pfacbfe 
V  desiroua  of  knowing  what  the  Lord  hath  jpoft 
fof  loe,  listen  to  a  parable,  my  dauglitcr,  and  I 
will  open'  my  dark  sayings  on  the  harp  ;  To  tliec 
it  is  given  to  know  the  words  of  the  wix,  jati 
theirdark  sayings.  Why,  then  Jesus  is  so  iminiSnte 
(hat  the  heaven  of  hcuvens  cannot  cotitam  tiiro, 
and  yet  my  lieait  holds  liitn;  he  is  incotnprelien- 
sible,  end  yet  I  know  him;  invisible,  aDd/yei  I 
see  him;  immortal,  yet  dwells  with,  tmtttl 
man;  eternal,  and  yet  born  in  time.  .Now  if 
thou  dost  not  plow  with  Christ's  heifer,^  thou  wik 
not  6nd  out  the  riddle,  and  poor  Phebe  said  it 
was  inanna,  for  she  wist  not  what  to  call  it.  See 
then  that  thou  lay  up  a  little  of  this  hidden 
maniia  in  thy  golden  pot,  for  thou  wilt  want  it  in 
the  great  day. 

I  think  by  thy  letter,  thou  art  not  grown  at  ait, 
thou  art  little  of  stature,  I  wish  thou  wouldcstget 
up  into  the  tree  of  life;  surely  thou  art  rickcitv, 
or  else  they  do  not  nurse  and  feed  this  poor  blind 
child.  Thy  hands  sccrn  ver^'  weak,  and  thj 
knees  feeble,  I  advise  thee  to  bathe  in  Ezekiel's 
holy  waters,  and  do  not  be  afraid;  paddle  in 
them  up  10  thy  very  heart,  and  drink  a  little  new 
wine  of  the  kingdom,  for  thy  stomach's  sake,  aud 
thy  often  infirmities  ;  and  take  a  little  of  tlie  oil 
of  joy  to  anoint  thee,  for  tliou  knowest  not  hoif 
soon  thou  maye.it  be  called  to  stand  before  the 
king.      Let  no  lillliinc&s  ap]>ear  in  thy  skirl?,  p 
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in  peace,  and  be  whole  of  the  plague  of*  thy 
ubbelief.  If  I  had  thee  here,  I  should  seart^h 
tiiy  tent  very  narrowly,  I  should  examine;  thy 
stuff  to  see  if  thou  hast  got  an  image  instead  -of 
Christ.'  Take  Christ,  and  eat  him  up,  -for. he 
only  creates  an  appetite. 

But  you  want  to  know  how  I  go  on,  why  faith, 
hope,  love,  and  .godly  zeal,  are  with  me  still, 
and  they  are  very  profitable  to  me  for  the  minis- 
try, but  patience  I  have  left  at  Miletum  sick. 
The  old  man  is  with  me  still,  and  in  a  thriving 
condition ;  by  all  that  I  can  do  I  cannot  keep 
him  lame  in  both  his  feet,  I  am  obliged  to  dwell 
with  him  that  hates  peace ;  but  blessed  be  God  I 
have  great  success  in  my  labours,  and  preach 
more  than  ever,  but  am  weak  in  body.  Yon 
want  to  know  how  my  wife  does,  she  is  with  m^ 
still  in  the  tent,  and  a  flying  in  my  face  every 
now  and  then  as  usual;  she  is  very  fond  <yf 
Hagar,  and  determined  not  to  part  with  Moses  if 
she  can  help  it,  and  he  is  a  cruel  husband  to  her 
BOul ;  there  will  be  a  divorce  soon  I  believe,  for 
he  has  almost  killed  her. 

Little  Ebenezer  is  well,  but  cannot  walk,  and 
there  is  another  just  at  hand  will  tread  upon  his 
heels ;  old  Leah  has,  and  will  have  a  good  dowry, 
Bhe  is  neither  barren  nor  unfruitful.  We  are  all 
well  here  at  present,  and  I  wish  thee  better  in 
soul,  lay  by  thy  leading  strings,  and  lean  oA 
£hrist   by  faith  more  Betty,  mind  wimt  I  say, 
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lean  on  the  Lord  as  thy  staff.     I  suppose 

I  shall 

receive  au  answer  within  a  jxiar,  for  she 

is  idle, 

1          she  is  idle ; 

fare  thee  well,   the  God  of  peace  be 

1          with  thee ; 

I  believe  I  shall  see  thee  by 

and  by. 

:          My  Dame  _ 

joins  in  love  to  you,  in  Christ, 

..  ,)J 

Wm.  UUNTINGTOji*. 

..ti^:i  -*^i.  , 

:             ifO*   ^WMv** 

^MBkfMi* 

LETTER  Vni. 

r-<linlf** 

JO  THB  SAME. 

.,.ri>m«)1ec       R^^ttu      Pornr>  Ir^   l.o< 

n,l      U„t 

Both  your  epistles,  Betty,  came  to  hand,  but 
the  Arst  iu  which  you  ordered  me  how  and  where 
to  direct  to  you,  is  mislaid,  so  tliat  I  am  coa- 
straioed  to  direct  this  to  brother  G.  who  I  doubt 
not  will  help  it  to  you.  Vour  lirst  convinced  lue 
ifi  the  truth  of  what  I  ahvays  thought,  that  when 
you  left  me  you  went  from  God,  however  the 
electof  God  cannot  be  lost,  for  tliey  are  appointed 
to  obtain  the  salvation  which  is  in  Christ  Jesue 
with  eternal  glory.  Hence  the  Saviour  say^ 
"  All  that  the  Father  hath  given  me  shall  come  to 
me,  and  lie  tliat  cometh  to  me  I  will  in  no  wise 
cast  out,*'  John  vi.  37. 

W^  may  procure  many  rods  aod  strH>^i  .P>^os- 
ses  and  burdens,  to.  our  own  souls,  wbic^  nwy  1C9B9B 
us  to  go  haltinj^  to  the  grave,  but  notbing  .sb*U 
ever  alter  the  eternal  pur.po8e  of  Codf  norpMvait 
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fait  noM  holy  Spirit,  and  his  eternal  bve  Anil 
finding  them  out.  I  a«n  a  living  iritoess  of  tfabi 
for  though  I  never  sought  hm,  yet  he  isou^t  aa6{ 
i  never  called  apoa  his  name  in  truth,  jtt  iii 
called  upon  mine ;  and  though  out  -of  the  way  laf 
the  neaBS,  his  means  made  a  way  to  me:  ^^  i  am 
ibiMid,'*  saith  he,  ^^  of  them  that  4MMight  me  noL* 
^  I  know  my  sheep,  and  they  hear  my  voice;  and 
they  shdl  never  perish,  neither  shaH  amy  plack 
them  oat  of  my  hands.*  ''  I  lay  down  my  life  for 
my  sbeepif  and  I  give  unto  them  eternal  life;* 
and  Uiese,  Betty,  are  the  true  sayings  of  God. 

I  was  glad  to  bear  by  your  last,  that  you  fowid 
abme  encouragement  under  the  word,  whett  ia 
town ;  I  was  afraid  that  your  appetite  had  heen  M 
vitiated,  feeding  so  long  upon  husks,  that  the 
provisions  of  Wisdom's  table,  and  the  true  bread, 
would  hardly  go  down ;  though  when  the  same 
mighty  famine  falls  on  us,  as  did  on  the  poor 
prodigal,  nothing  but  the  bread  of  life  will  suffice ; 
'and  my  soul  blesses  God  for  making  such  pro- 
vision, and  for  inviting  them  to  it  who  are  ready 
to  perish.  What  a  hearty  welcome  do  poor 
sinners  meet  with,  when  they  bring  a  craving 
appetite  with  them ;  **  Ea;t  O  friends,  drink,  yea, 
drink  abundantly,  O  beloved;'*  so  true  is  the 
word  of  his  grace,  that  he  filled  the  hangry  with 
good  things,  but  l)e  sendeth  the  rich  in  themselves, 
6mpty  away,  Luke  i.  53. 

The  elder  sons  by  creation,  who  are  In  thdr 
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first-boro  state,  in  tbe  flesh  atMl  Dot  bom  again, 
frankly  own  that  our  lieavenly  Fatltcr  never  gave 
them  a  kid,  to  make  inerry  with  tlicir  friendi; 
bait  those  who  are  predestioated  to  the  adop- 
tion of  .90DS,  these  poor  prodigals  when  tiiej 
return,  obtain. the  ring  of  eternal  love,  the  rcAttol 
imputed  righteousness  and  tiie  fatted  calf;  and 
though  tbe  elder  sons  are  ofiended  with  this,  jet 
Gotl  will  have  it  so,  and  there  is  no  resisting  liit 
wilL  Betty,  cleave  close  to  Jesus,  delight  ih) 
soul  in  him,  and  make  up.  all  thy  happiness  io 
hiot,  for  all  besides  is  death.  Be  a  good  girl, 
bad  mind  your  books,  I  mean,  scripture  ind 
conscience,  keep  there,  for  out  of  thetn  are  tbe 
issues  of  lite. 

Ever  yours, 

AVm.  IIINTINOTOS. 


LETfER  IX. 

TO  MR.  A. 


I  WAS  glad  to  Iiear  from  thee,  my  son,  bul 
am  nmch  engaged  with  a  book  in  hand,  whict 
by  visitors  I  have  been  mucli  hindered  in  wrilix 
Vou  must  not  judge  of  your  success  by  your  dii- 
ferent  frames,  the  treasure  is  lodged  in  8D 
«arttien  vessel,  that  the  excellcacy  of  the  pOH^^ 
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may  be  of  God  and  not  of  us.  He  often  displays 
his  power,  when  we  are  most  weak,  and  his  wis- 
dom in  and  by  the  most  simple  means  and  words, 
that  men  may  learn  to  distinguish  between  the 
instrument  and  the  hand  that  uses  it.  Paul's 
bodily  presence  was  contemptible,  said  his  ene- 
mies, and  his  speech  weak ;  but  his  letters  were 
weighty  and  powerful,  and  so  were  bis  words. 
Paul's  words  were  seasoned  with  grace ;  the  more 
he  cleaved  to  Christ,  the  more  he  savoured  of 
him;  and  the  more  savoury  he  was,  the  more 
unctuous  was  the  flock.  ^'  All  bis  garments  smell 
of  myrrh,*'  which  is  sweet,  "and  of  aloes,"  which 
is  bitter.  Ezekiel's  roll,  and  John's  little  book 
were  bitter  sweets ;  the  sweeter  the  Lord's  pre- 
sence is,  the  more  bitter  his  absence ;  and  the  more 
fruitfiil  we  are,  the  more  purging  will  the  branch 
need.  Give  yourself  much  to  study  and  reading, 
and  when  this  becomes  our  delight,. the  work  will 
be  the  more  pleasant. 

I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  the  report  that  I 
hear  of  thee.  Purifying  faith,  truth  in  tlie  love  of  it, 
and  a  good  conscience,  will  carry  a  man  with  peace 
and  fortitude,  through  this  vain  world.  Farewell, 
grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  be  with  thee,  and  with 
all  them  that  love  our  Lord  Jesus* 

Ever  youfs  in  him, 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 
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LETTER  X. 

'ib  \'l  .t'ttHM  .... 
.-fiolxJuHj.Tt*!!!'  t'fO  THE  SAME. 

.>!  M-''       '  -  ■ 

^  ,e^9f^  Son  and  Fellow-labourer, 

,t<>.  .'Grace  and  peace  be  with  thee,  through  our 
Lord  Jesas  Christ.  Souls  young  id  faith,  sad 
ttodcr  the  powerful  constraints  of  love,  are  alwajs 
forward  to  lengthen  Zion's  cords,  and  to  streagthea 
her  stakes;  and  while  the  promises  flow  in,  and 
consolations  abound,  they  are  for  pouring  llii; 
treasure  out  to  them  that  are  abroad ;  aad  no- 
thing pleases  them  so  much,  as  a  few  cbitdrea  lo 
nurse.  Others  ar&  fired  with  zeal,  I  will  not  sai 
always  according  to  kuowledge,  but  these  are 
forward  to  sound  an  alarm,  to  awaken,  and  la 
plow  up  the  fallow  ground.  Thus  love  drawstbe 
one,  and  zeal  drives  the  other ;  and  wbilelbese 
two  springs  last,  the  work  goes  oif  tolerable  eaiy, 
and  the  workmen  are  much  pleased,  especially 
with  themselves.  But  wlien  the  former  spring 
becomes  dry,  and  the  nurslings,  like  the  daughten 
of  the  horsc-leach,  cry,  Give,  give,  and  there  is 
nothing  but  a  dry  breast — then  the  forward  nurse 
would  be  glad  to  put  up  a  bill  in  the  window,  witi 
the  following  inscription,  '  No  nurse  children 
taken  in  here'   The  plowman  begins  to  look  bac^ 
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but  Lot^s  wife  stands  in  the  way ;  but  the  breasts 
are  put  up^  and  weaning  time  comes  on,  that  we 
nay  learn  to  eat  meat^  yea,  strong  mea^  and  not 
milky  for  that  is  for  babes,  and  for  them  who  are 
UQskilfol  in  the  word  of  righteousness. 

Weaning  serves  to  exercise  our  senses,  to  dis« 
corn  between  good  and  evil,  and  tbese  trials  lead 
OS  under  the  Spirit  to  full  age,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
digost  strong  meat ;  but  as  long  as  we  ean  get 
ibilk,  this  sort  of  food  will  not  go  down :  ^  Whom 
'aball  be  teach  knowledge  ?  and  whom  shall  4ie 
inake  to  understand  doctrine?  them  liiac  <ii^e 
iil^iihcd  from  the  milk,  and  drawn  from  Hbe 
I^Msts^^  Isai.  xxviii.  9.  This  teaching  aiaiLea«s 
iMisfiors  ilfter  God's  own  heart,  who  are  to  feed  the 
people  with  knowledge  and  understanding;  and 
I  liave  no  doubt  but  my  son,  who  was  forward 
'iitemgb  at  the  first,  now  finds  that  all  the  felicity 
of  ihb  just  is  not  confined  to  the  pulpit,  nor  all 
'1|b6'  happiness  under  the  sun  peculiar  to  Che 
^liiiiiistiry. 

^-  '^Whdti  the  bible  cfcnnot-be  read  with  light  and 
^^e,  because  it  is  sealed ;  when  the  gate  of  life, 
r^d  door  of  hope  are  both  closed ;  when  heaven 
'  |ir!oNirns,  and  satan  smiles ;  when  the  heart  is  too 
Ji/Ui  too  big[  to  vent  its  grief,  and  God  denies 
I  |i0ceas,  and  the  least  apparent  relief;  when  heaven 
f'a|ipears  to  resist  us,  and  satan  to  reproach  os ; 
'  IrJieii  the  people  are  assembling  in  hope,  and  the 
/preacher  alone  in  despondency ;  the  flock  expect* 
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img  the  sermon,  and  the  priest  at  a  loss  for  a  text; 
God's  rod  on  the  back,  and  enmity  rising  in  the 
heart;  the  people  waiting  for  comfort,  but  tiic 
ambassador  13  weeping  in  bitter  grief — this  sort 
of  work  would  make  him  run  as  well  as  the  for- 
mer, that  is,  he  would  be  as  glad  to  run  back,  as 
he  was  at  first  to  run  forward. 

But  the  branch  that  is  in  the  vine  must  ban 
a  threefold  purging;  the  head  from  bliadneas, 
darkness,  -  ignorance,  and  confusion,  that  the 
watchman  may  see;  the  heart  from  idols,  ibat 
Christ  may  be  all  in  all;  and  the  whole  soul  from 
self,  which  sends  forth  a  slinking  savour,  that  God 
may  make  manifest  the  savour  of  his  knowledge 
by  us  in  every  place,  2  Cor.  ii.  14.  The  more 
tiie  brancli  is  purged,  the  closer  it  sticks  to  the 
vine;  and  the  closer  the  union  with  Christ,  the 
more  savoury,  the  more  unctuous,  and  more 
precious  is  the  branch.  The  preacher  wants  ten 
times  the  purging  that  the  hearer  does.  The 
heater  works  fur  himself,  and  alt  he  gets  he  keeps; 
we  work  for  others.  A  whole  day  in  the  furnace 
may  afford  one  meal,  but  the  first  sermon  empties 
the  cupboard  ;  so  the  preacher  starves  himself  to 
feed  others.  The  more  powerful  he  preaches, 
the  more  lively  the  people,  but  the  longer  he 
preaches  the  deader  he  gets  ;  life  works  in  themi 
but  death  in  him.  Tender  my  love  to  the  friemis 
atN.  and  G.  and  accept  the  same  from  thy  friend 
and  father  in  Christ  Jesus.- 

\V.  II.  S.  S. 
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LETTER   XL 


To  Mr.  T. 


]>ter  Friend, 

To  pray  for  the  death  of  any  person  is  con- 
triiry  to  the  word  of  God.  When-  the  disciples 
d^if  ed  fire  from  heaven  to  consume  the  inbabi- 
tiMs'of  Capernaum^  they  were  rebuked  by  the 
SiKSPiour ;  and  if  a  person  prays  for  the  death  of 
another,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  cross,  or  to  enjoy 
their  property,  the  sin  is  still  the  greater,  and  cow- 
ardiceor  covetousness  is  the  root  of  it;  and  if  they 
pray  for  the  death  of  a  person  out  of  revenge, 
the  spirit  is  nigh  of  kin  to  that  of  Cain.  If  a 
person  triumph  at  the  death  of  an  enemy,  and  sup- 
poses himself  a  favourite  of  God  on  this  account 
Israel  might  draw  the  same  conclusion  at  the 
^Mtruction  of  Pharaoh,  but  God  destroyed  all 
^fte.  Israelites*  that  believed  not ;  the  answer  of 
^  pardon  and  peace  from  God  through  Christ,  and 
ibftt  alone,  can  shew  us  that  we  are  prevalent 
jlridi  God.  ''  Rejoice  not  when  thine  enemy 
fidleth,  and  let  not  thine  heart  be  glad  when  he 
•tumble th :  lest  the  Lord  see  it  and  it  displease 
him,"  Prov.  xxiv.  17,  18. 
Tender  niy  kind  respects*to  the  peraan  of  whom 


you  speak,  tell  her  the  man  was  boru  Uind  that 
the  works  of  God  might  be  manifested  on  iasn; 
and  somewcrfi  borncuauchs,  to  whom  God  speaks 
in  Isaiah,  and  ^ays,  let  them  not  say,  "  I  am  a  dry 
tree;"  and  perhaps  she  is  a  cripple  that  her  feet 
may  not  run  to  evil,  but  that  her  heart  may  run 
to  God.  The  Holy  Ghost  makes  the  lame  leap 
as  an  hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  to  sing; 
if  she  learns  to  walk  by  faith,  she  will  fulfil  Isaiabs 
yttediction,  "  The  lame  take  the  prey."  Mj 
humble  service  to  her.  Excuse  haste  a«  I  am 
going  bhortly  to  B.  will  if  God  permit  send  jou 
a  line  from  thence. 

Ever  thine, 


LETTER  XII. 


I  DO  not  wonder  at  the  son  of  Mr.  — — , 
such  men  enfail  a  curse  as  the  Jews  of  old  did, 
and  it  goes  ill  with  them  that  remeuD  in  their 
tabernacle;  they  harden  (heir  children,  aod  their 
posterity  approve  their  sayings,  and  in  the  geDcnl, 
go  to  the  generation  of  their  fathers,  and  never  5« 
light  I  know  of  no  men  on  earth  who  seem  » 
firm  in  the  scorner's  chair,  and  who  dares  so  iinpi'- 
dently  to  set  their  mouths  against  tbe  heaveus 
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the  brightest  idea  that  man  has  of  God,  never  rose 
eiae  degree  higher  than  that  which  he  forms  of 
'hfattdf;  the  higher  man  rises  in  himself  thelovrtr 
lifc  6oikceives  of  his  Maker. 

Bet  we  have  not  so  learned  Christ^*  In  ti^ 
rays  of  his  own  countenance  we  see  that  jdstane, 
as  thfe  b61y-begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace 
!  aAd  bruth.    We  know  his  fulness,  his  beauty^  and 
hSs  worth;  and  the  most  distant  prospect  of  ^^e 
irttttost  skirt  of  his  robe,  is  of  more  worJth  to  the 
^rishing  soul    than   a    million    worlds^    wkptk 
■ '  ho  spreads  his  slurt  over  us,    and  says  unto 
^"iis,  Live.     But  the  heavenly  scenery  [that  opens 
in  the  visions  of  faith,   is  too  high  fbr  a  fool, 
he  cannot  attain  unto  it.     And  what  he  could 
iTO  in  us,  ^or   what    could  move  him  to  bow 
tne  heavens  and  come  down  to  such  poor  worms, 
is  that  which  I  shall  never  make  out ;  however, 
the  mountains  that  obstructed  us  in  our  ap- 
proaches to  ^in^  flowed  down  at  his  presence, 
darkness  gave  way  to  light,  rough  places  became 
plain,  and  crooked  things  became  straight ;  and 
^*~lir  this  was  effiwtuaiiy  done  fey  seeiag  tfte  salva- 
^»fett^CWd.' 

'^^^^JHeiked  are  oiit*  eyes,  Cm*  they  see^  and^pe 
Pfte^  ui'  that  %e  shall  see  greater  tfahigs  than 
^^Ifliatt,  When  the  vail  which  so  often  opens  and 
^"^driits  shall  be  rent  from  the  top  to  the  bottom, 
^e  ttwff'laysrthe  holy  of  holies  open,  and  disdoses, 
^^*liil  everiattidg  li^   our  shield  and'  exceeding 
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great  reward.  Until  then  we  must  grope  ooliiie 
the  blind  for  the  wall,  in  a  day  thai  i*  not  dutk 
nor  light,  with  transient  visits,  momentary  iclie^ 
pleasing  but  passing  operations,  short  iodui- 
genceS,  and  apparent  long  neglects,  as  spectaclei 
to  the  world,  and  sport  for  fools.  FareweL 
W.  H. 


J(i'Vr'4,. 


LEITER  XIII, 


I  AM  doubtful  whether  you  tvill  ever  be  able 
to  5tO|i  the  mouth  of  a  blasphemous  devil,  as  be 
is  given  up  to  a  perpetual  course  of  sinning,  and 
Mill  send  his  darts  through  our  minds  iit  every 
turn,  when  he  is  permitted  to  find  but  the  least 
access  to  us.  I  do  not  suppose  that  I  have  been 
entirely  free  from  them  for  one  month  together 
for  these  twenty  years;  at  first  they  terrified  me 
beyond  measure,  but  they  leave  no  guilt,  and 
bring  no  wrath  down  from  heaven  against  our 
souls;  nor  will  God  call  us  to  an  account  be- 
cause satan  wants  to  make  us  as  bad  as  himself. 

I  have  knosvn  the  time  when  satan  has  been 
sending  his  curses  into  my  licart  even  in  my 
pulpit,  before  I  have  begun  my  text,  and  I  have 
been  rejoicing  in  my  God  not  five  minutes  after; 
and  at  other  limes  his  furious  attacks  have  driven 
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me  to  my  knees^  and  I  have  had  a  beaveo  upoa 
earth  when  I  came  there ;  so  that  the  shafts  of 
satlin  having  lost  their  force,  and  being  so  long 
accustomed  to  them,  and  finding  the  goodness 
and  faithfulness  of  God  always  the  same,  they 
are  not  so  weighty  and  grievous  as  in  my  infancy 
and  childhood.  As  for  the  old  man  which  is 
corrupt  according  to  the  deceitful  lusts,  he  will 
never  be  mended,  the  father  of  him  is  the  most 
foul,  filthy,  unclean  creature  in  all  the  world, 
and  you  know  that  every  sin  that  a  man  commits^ 
is  without  the  body,  setting  aside  every  species  of 
fornication,  for  these  are  peculiar  to  the  body, 
and  of  the  body  it  is  said,  ^'  Dust  thou  art;"  and 
it  is  declared,  that  ^' Dust  shall  be  the  serpent's 
meat."  The  inward  workings  of  our  old  man  is 
the  same  as  the  mind  of  satan,  and  only  impure 
lusts  and  false  doctrines  can  feed  that  foul 
spirit. 

God  never  leaves  me  one  day  but  this  kind  of 
fare  becomes  my  sorrowful  meat,  and  when  I  can 
get  no  better,  no  other  food,  I  often  feed  upon 
the  vain  imaginations  or  imaginary  sweets  of 
these,  till  barrenness  comes  on,  the  furnace  next, 
meekness  next,  and  power  next,  and  then  light- 
ness of  mind,  and  then  the  old  fare  again.  No 
one  that  has  ever  opened  their  mind  to  me  know, 
oeither  male  nor  female,  but  what  has  given  me 
to  understand  that  they  were  not  ignorant  of 
Paul's  confession,  "  It  wrought  in  me  all  manner 
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of  concupiscence."  I  expect  this  old  man  to 
pursue  me  till  nithin  two  hours  of  death,  and  I 
J»a.ve  no  doubt  but  it  will  live  in  your  head  when 
the  other  end  is  dead  ;  it  has  its  seat  not  in  wlat 
.we  have  received  when  Paul  says,  "  We  have  the 
mind  of  Christ,"  but  it  lives  in  the  carnal  mind 
which  13  enmity,  and  wherefore  called  the  carnal 
mind?  because  carnal  things  live  in  it;  "With 
Biy  mind  I  serve  tlie  law  of  God,"  says  Paul, 
"but  with  my  flesh,"  or  fleshly  mind,  "I  serve 
the  law  of  sin."  *'  That  which  is  born  of  the 
flesh  is  flesh,  and  that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit 
is  Spirit." 

Ever  thine, 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON' 


LETTER  XIV. 

TO  MRS.  M.  row  MRS.  B. 


Well,  Betty,  how  dost  thou  coine  on,  my 
daughter?  I  hope  thou  sharest  in  the  rich  repast, 
and  sweet  banquets,  which  (according  to  what  I 
hear)  you  are  entertained  with  in  my  absence. 
The  good  Lord  is  very  kind  and  favourable  to 
me,  he  hath  not  let  me  have  one  real  barren  time 
in  my  soul  in  the  pulpit,  siuce  my  arrival  bert- 


Of  all  his  creatures  I  am  the  least,  and  the  most 

unworthy,    and   yet  of  all    creatures    the   most 

indulged ;  but  he  will  dwell  with  them  that  tremble 

at  his  word,  he  will  love  them  that  love  him,  and 

^  them  that  honour  him  he  will  honour.     No  state 

r  80  safe,  so  sure,  as  that  of  being  poor  in  spirit  and 

dependent  on  his  fulness;  he  knows  them  that 

.trust  in  him,  and  them  that  trust  in  themselves; 

he  will  humble  the  proud,  and  exalt  the  humUe. 

This  place  is  truly  Tottenham  and  the  Taber- 

^  nade,  never  more  profession  nor  less  possession 

in   any  place  than   in  this;    legions  of  yOiMg 

candidates,  as  the  cant  word  is,  for  the  miaistry, 

hut  not  the  least  sign  of  one  qualification  for  it» 

fiut  my  happiness  lays  in  my  God  and  Saviour, 

and  if  I  cannot  find  it  there,  I  can  find  it  no  where 

else.     O  how  few  is  the  number  of  God's  elect ! 

and  not  one  preacher  in  a  thousand,  in  the  pos* 

session  of  one  thing  that  accompatiies  salvation ; 

what  a  blessed  thing  to  be  taught  of  God,  and  to 

know  whom  we  have  believed.     I  had  about  a 

dosen  divines  under  me  last  Tuesday  evening 

,^  and  expect  fourteen  to  the  dozen  this  night;  I 

^.^^li  help  to  store  their  garrets,  that  is  all  that  is 

r  ^requiiM  by  those  who  have  got  a  pulpit  in  their 

,  tead ;  their  eye  is  single  at  human  applailise, 

^^  an()  God  gives  them  human  shame,  whten  they 

have     got   their   reward    of  Hbsahna.      Give 

^sny  love  to  James,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.   an^  to 


all  that  love  the  altogether- lovely   Lord  Jesiu 
Christ    . 
,-,  ..        Ever  ihine  in  heart  and  affection, 
"UMl.  S.S. 


LETTER  XV.    ■  i  -.1 

Ipwe^reto  becloatjaed  wi^t^tba^pp^^Vllflt 
the  Holy  Spirit  reveals,  brings  nigh,  aiid  puts  on, 
such  as  the  robe  of  righteousness,  the  garmentspf 
salvation,  and  the  cloathing  of  humility,  we  mu^t 
expect  the  work  of  stripping  to  go  on  also. 
Stripping  and  emptying,  is  the  hardest  and  most 
diflicult  work  wlien  carrying  on,  that  I  iiave  ever 
felt,  but  to  tiiis  day  1  fnid  and  feel,  the  salutary 
effects  and  blessed  fruils  of  it.  Tlic  believer  and 
the  Saviour  are  just  like  a  pair  of  balances,  as  self 
is  abased  and  goes  down,  the  Saviour  is  csaltod, 
extolled,  and  very  high,  hence  self-denial  and 
following hini  arc  coupled  together. 

As  Christ  is  put  on,  sp  self  is  crossed  aud  put 
off,  that  is,  his  requests  arc  denied,  as  Christ's 
word  is  complied  with ;  and  it  is  a  poor  furnace 
that  discovers  no  dross,  weakens  no  member  of 
the  old  man,  or  that  purges  away  no  tin.  It  is  a 
truth  that  no  sermon  is  so  savoury  as  those  ibal 
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are  brought  out  of  the  fire,  and  delivered  in  self* 
loathingj  nor  does  any  believer  bear  so  well|  nor 
pay  such  attention,  nor  feed  so  heartily,  as  hedMs 
who. obtains  hb  appetite,  Jike  the  prodigal,  from 
the  mighty  famine;  beipg  hunger-bitten  he  goes 
with  bonds  within,  while  unbelief  and  satan  follow 
dose  at  his  heels  without.  This  is  the  man  that 
aits  down  under;  the  Lord's  shadow  with  great 
delight,  and  finds  his  fruit  sweet  to  his  taste; 
^'  The  full  soul  loatheth  .  the  honey-comb,  but  to 
the  hungry  soul  every  bitter  thing  is  sweet" 

'An  honest  heart  chooseth  affliction  before  eqse^. 
when  a  pharisee,  filled  with  sel^  prefers  his  own 
performances  before  the  promise  of  life,  and  such 
souls'  with  an  appetite  thus  sharpened  with  bitter 
herbs,  are  seldom  or  ever  sent  empty  away,  when 
once  they  h'ave  begun  to  taste  that  Ihe  Lord  iis 
gracious.  Concerning  the  doubts  about  the  three 
persons  in  the  godhead,  tell  your  friend  that  the 
following  account  is  safe,  satisfying,  and  experi- 
mental. The  Father  is  to  be  known  by  a  sense  of 
his-iove^  *  ^^  The  Lord  hath  appeared  of  old  unto 
me^  saying  yea,  I  have  loved  thee  with  an  ever- 
lasting  love,  and  therefore  with  loVing  kindness 
have  I  dfairn-thee/'  Jen  xxxi.  3;  tiiis  is  seen  by 
chasctfning  of  us^  and  leading  us  to  Christ;  thiais 
(conog  to  Ood,  (to  be  judged,  tried,  chastened^ 
and  drawn  J  the  Judge  of  all,  Heb:  xii.  93. 
Get  pardon  and  peace,  and  then  you  come  to  the 
Uood  of  sprinklipg,  that  speaketh  better  things 


tban  that  of  Abel,  Heb.  xij.  S4.  And  tite  third  ii, 
"  Because  ye  are  sons,  God  hath  sent  forth  the 
Spirit  of  his  Son  into  your  hearts,  crying,  Abba, 
Father,"  Gal.  iv.  6.  Here  is  the  love  of  God  tlje 
Father,  "  He  that  lovath  dwelleth  in  God,  and 
God  in  him."  Here  is  the  pardoning  grace  of 
Christ  through  faitt^  and  Christ  dw«HaiA  the 
heart  by  faith;  and  he  that  beKeves-lMth^ 
itltnesa  in  himself,  the  Spirit  bewlDg  WItocwinA 
Otit*  spiHts  that  ^ve  are  the  et^dren  «frGo4- 
The  pardoning  grace  of  ou  Lord  J«iaa  CbrM 
the  4ove^  God,  and  the  feHowship  Ctf  thorHt^y 
Sjiirit  be  with  you  al),  Amen. 

THE  DOCTOB. 


LETTER  XVI. 


I  DECEIVED  the  letter,  by  which  he  sefimsto 
be  troubled  about  many  things,  and  according  lo 
his  account,  that  which  is  crooked  cannot  be  made 
straight,  and  that  which  is  wanting  cannot  be 
numbered.  However,  there  is  bread  enough  in 
our  father's  house,  and  sofficient  is  our  lord's 
fulness  to  supply  our  every  want.  We  are  sotio 
hell,  not  in  irons,  nor  in  black  despairi  "Where- 
fore doth  a  living  man  complain,  a  man  fortbe 
punishment  of  his  sins,"  Lam.  iii.  39.     Thy  wof\i, 
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diy  whok "work  tays  in  a  aantU  compaflflb^  ti^iil- 
^Kctediare  te  prayv  tbelQi^kigAoui^9.4p  \^\lm 
*Mqitesta  •  be  made  koovnuato  God,  fj^(i  i  bcy[iNlilg 
*  rt(ul'4fl  tx>  watch  and  iWait^  i  and  V  It  is.  good  ffMHI^ 
■lUan'^to  botk  hope  aod  quietly  vmit  feff  tbia 
'itatirailoii  of  God.''  If  this  is  gDod  in  the  sight  of 
<9odthto  it  is  well-doing  in  as»  and  let  us  not  be 
i*feai^  at  it 

'  ^ '  'He  that  beliefs  shall  not  make  haste,  iai^h 

Irtfehids  in  the  power  of  God;  every  deliveraitce, 

eirbty  support,   every  onlargeaiefit,   or   inward 

<iAihkigdf  affords  a  fresh  footing  for  faith.    There 

are  two  things  that  make  her  move,  deep  jdis- 

mtiSMiU  drive  her  to  act,  and  at  these  times  she 

will  act  with  a  witness,  she  will  maintain  her  hold, 

and  give  up  nothing,  and  will  pursue  her  request 

and  take  no  cfenlal.     The  next  thing  that  moves 

her  is  love,  this  draws  her  forth  only  as  a  com* 

paoion  to  faitb(  aad  (0  see  that  all  the  glory  of 

evwy  love-visit  is  given  to  God.    Othenaise  love 

*^l!^%Mli«i'%tft'the  enjoyment  of  what  faith  has 

<>1MAttd  th<>,  ^iMth  niu^  all  the  honour  of 

d%Klftgihg^ftn  tlie'^weer  morsels  into  the^heart 

^*W«»ltv€?'1i^"ftith}^  anrf  love  banquets^tm  the 

"^iMf^isfiem ;  and  the  fullest  belly  is  nothings  ebe 

^'WMhefalnessdf  jof.  '  '-    • 

o^^The'wofd,  or  prmhe  of  life,  is  a  coa>^  fte 

*'>lidly  Spirit  the  life  of  the  coal,  love  is  the  fire  or 

^'fetaM  of  the  coal,  and  joy  is  the  Uttme  Of  ^faat  fire 

''Mticb  break)}  oiit  aud  discovers  itself  rcSiher  in 
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'-GjiACEand  peace  be  with ,  hoping  she  will 

bfr^  enabled  to  keep  out  liagar  and  IshmaeL 
QtHb  the;epi8[les  came  to  hand,  but  my  book  haf 
siFelled  to  thst  degree  in  my  bands^  dii^  it  e&h 
ployed  itie  almost  all  last  week,  but  is  now  d<»e. 
Oe  riQt  ^v«  place  to  every  whim  and  tori^  aeare 
aoA  4e«ice  of  sttan.  God  &ays>  "  Be  not  Btotb-. 
fal  in  business,  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the 
Lord,"  Rom.  xii.  II.  Fulness  of  bread  and 
idleness  was  the  sin  of  Sodom,  Ezek.  xvi,  49.  ll" 
we  start  at  every  attempt  of  the  devil,  he  will  soon 
make  us  desist  from  every  good  work. 

When  1  began  to  preach  he  set  every  dilHcuIt)' 
that  attended  the  work  before  me,  and  the  impos- 
sibility of  illiterate  persons  being  able  to  explain 
the  profound  mysteries  of  the  Bible.  When  that 
fbiled,  then  lie  threatened  me  that  he  would 
pursue  me  with  unremitted  rigour,  and  stir  up 
every  individual  against  me,  this  he  soon  made 
good.  The  next  step  was  tempting  me  all  the 
way  home  after  I  had  done  preaching,  and  ter- 
rifying me  with  the  continual  thoughts  and  fears 
of  his  personal  appearance  to  me.  After  ltii» 
he  shifted  the  sails,  and  aimed,  as  be  perceived 
that  God  still  strengthened  me,  to  putf  me  up, 
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telHog  me  upon  every  discourse  that  of  all  that 
were  born  of  woman,  there  had  not  appeared  a 
greater  prophet  than  Parsop  Sack;  this  gained 
my  ear,  and  here  he  wa$  qot  90  much  suspected 
as  in  bis  black  cloak.  All  the  Mme  he  wgtrked  at 
this,  my  pride  was  counterbalanced  with,  barren 
times  ^  one  tipae  alive,  the  next  time  dead ;  again 
liberty,  then  bondage :  this  made  me  tremble  at 
pride,  and  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  his  artful  wiles.,: 

The  next  step  "was  to  send  his  darts  through 
my  mind,  even  in  the  pulpit,  and  even  tempA  me 
to  blaspheme  the  work, especially  when  straitened; 
this  has  baffled,  confused,  and  confounded  me, 
^  .and  at  times  made  me  atop  while  the  dart  went 
.  hissing  through  my  mind.  The  mxt  step  wa%  lie 
laboured  to  make  me  aim  ail  universal  reforma-» 
thsu^  to  draw  no  lioei,  but  to  handle  tiiie  word  so 
as.0  gain  ail,  and  give  offence  to  noot;  to  this  I 
liatpoed,  and  approved,  and  aimed  at  it,  but  wbea 
J^jbegiin J  went  oa  as  usual,  fongot  all  my  schemes^ 
Mid  WAS  carried  through  with  more  seal,  and 
drawing  if  possible  more  strait  lines  than  evBr. 
,.  His  present  work  is  raising  up  and  sending 
o«t  £resh  evangelists,  and  setting  them  to  4a«ipaon 
the  Doctor,  and  1  believe  he  has  done  better  hy 
^bii^  than  by  all  the  others^  For  when  he  haa 
sent  ont  two  or  three  thousand  of  these,  and 
some  of  every  denomination,  and  all  are  unani- 
mous against  the  Antinooiian,  andicry  him  down 
with  one  voice;  no  simple  eoul  unenlightened -can. 

d2 
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doubt  the  truth  of  so  many  witnesses,  and  espe- 
'ciatly  when  all  are  evangelical  preachers;  and  I 
''6rtl  not  much  mistaken  if  I  have  not  been  led  10 
*^titc  this  last  book,  to  give  a  universal  chalteoge 
'lb  order  to  tVirestall  the  devil's  market,  in  this 
fkSt  brartCh  of  business. 

,u,«    .  ...;,..  ...  v^n,  a-S.- 

'{iCiivliy   I-  ...:..,.■.■    _^,      ,,. 


Ji 


LETTER   XIX. 


In  my  last  journey  into  the  north,  my  succc&s 
was  exceeding  great.  I  still  iiear  accounts  of  il, 
and  indeed  God  has  greatly  indulged  nie  in  his 
work  of  late ;  but  at  some  intervals  I  have 
been  very  cold  and  lifeless,  tliongh  even  then  I 
press  on,  fully  persuaded  there  is  no  alternative. 
The  Sociniaos  who  occupy  -  ■■•■,  being  kv  io 
number,  finding  tlie  lease  near  out,  intended  lo 
engage  the  whole  for  themselves,  and  we  have 
left  it 

L complains  of  changes,  when  these  cease 

where  are  we  ?  we  must  be  all  love  and  joy,  then 
where  is  the  daily  crosb,  the  furnace  of  afBiction, 
the  path  of  much  tribulation  r  Or  else  we  roust 
get  into  carnal  ease  in  Zion,  and  then  woe  to  us. 
There  is  no  appetite,  no  life,  no  feeding,  no 
activity,  no  growth,  no  grace,  where  there  is  no 
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changes.  *'They  have  no  changes,**  saith  the 
Psalmist^  "therefore  they  fear  not  Goit'*  .This 
dark  foggy  winter  tries  me  not  a  little,  but  l^f^JX^ 
looking  forward  to  that  country,  wher^  night  aixd 
winter  shall  be  no  more.  .  My  infirmities. now ^^e 
not  few,  and  every  week  they  must  be  wors^,;  lAy 
eyes  fail  not  a  little,  besides  short  breath,  and 
rheumatic  pains;  but  though  the  outward  man 
thus  perish,  the  inward  man  is  most  certuinly 
renewed  day  by  day. 

God  bless  you, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  XX. 

The  plague  is  in  your  house  as  well  as  in  mine^ 
by  your  account.  Subdued  sin  in  the  saintc^  and 
unsubdued  sin  in  servants,  are  both  the  plague  of 
Jeprosy,  and  these  will  abide  till  our  earthly 
tabernacles  are  dissolved,  and  raised  up  anew; 
and  then  there  shall  be  no  more  the  Canaanite 
in  the  land,  nor  the  uncircumcised  in  the  city. 
Until  then  tribulation  must  attend  us,  but  life  is 
but  a  momeiit  when  compared  with  Paul's  weight, 
and  eternal  weight  of  glory.  Every  thing  that 
shews  us  the  true  state  of  this  world,  and  tlie 
depths  of  iniquity  that  abound  in  i^  deadens  us 


to  it,  and  raises  in  our  miDd  the  glory  of  that 
salvation  that  has  saved  us  from  it ;  for  were  it 
not  for  the  elect  and  their  light  in  it,  and  fur  the 
few  remains  of  law  and  justice  that  are  \d^  It 
would  be  like  hell  itself. 

God  h'as  long  since  made  manifest  my  heart, 
'and  a  most  tremeodoua  ^^t  tt  whs,  bat  t 
could  not  believe  that  all  were  like  me;  but 
within  this  last  y&it  I  bavfe  seCtH  more  of  this 
world  than  ever  I  did  before,  and  of  the  depths 
of  satan  id  the  souls  of  men  ;  at  this  sigh^  ooly 
otie  dooi*  of  hope  appears,  and  that  is,  a  bppe  of 
leaving  it.  Well  may  John  say,  Truly  our  fel- 
lowship is  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  and  the 
■whole  world  lieth  in  the  hand  of  the  wicked  one; 
for  so  it  should  be  read.  But  what  stupendous 
grace  is  that,  that  hath  chosen  us  out  of  such 
a  state,  a  set  of  such  poor,  and  despicable 
creatures. 

We  have  the  advantage  of  all  in  this,  we  know 
them,  but  tliey  know  not  us ;  we  know  their 
birtli  and  pedigree,  but  they  know  not  cur's  ;  we 
see  their  state  and  end,  but  our's  is  hid  ;  *'  The 
spiritual  man  judgeth  ali  things,  but  he  is  judged 
of  none."  Last  week  I  was  exercised  with 
various  disagreeables,  and  the  prince  of  this 
world  came,  and  foupd  rebellion  enough  in  me; 
■and  on  Sunday  forenoon  I  felt  the  effects  of  it 
But  in  the  afternoon  at  the  ta1)Ie,  I  was  quite 
above  myself,  arid  more  than  mortal  in  him,  and 
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in  his  work ;  the  Doctor  stayed  at  the  foot  of  tibe 

mount,  only  the  new  man  ascended.     Lo^e  to 

ail  friends. 

Jn  the  path  of  tribula^tion^ 

W.  H*  S.  S. 


LETTER  XXI. 


To  the  Hewer  of  wood^  and  Drawer  of  water,  fpecfii^g, 

I  jfusT  confess  t^at  satan  has  put  a  xfVfft 
honourable  nan^e  ^nd  calling  upon  you,  sipce  jLt 
18  added  for  the  coagregat^n,  ai^  ifopr  ths  alt^ 
of  the  Lord  in  the  place  that  he  shall  choose.  I 
hope  to  be  employed  in  this  work,  so  iong  as  jthe 
Lord  permits  jne  to  Uvie,  "'  I  have  hewed  them 
by  the  ppophets,  and  slain  them  wip^  the  words 
of  my  mouthy"  Hos.  yl  5.  To  hew  thepi  is  to 
make  room  for  grac/e,  and  dry  and  corrupt  trees 
Cannot  be  po^e  goo4  tre^s  without  it.  To  slay 
(hem  is  doing  as  Peter  did?  '^  Arise,  kill  and  e^t;'* 
those  that  the  law  kills,  Christ  quickens,  this  is 
the  food  of  the  preacher. 

But  drawing  water  is  sweeter  sti^l ;  In  those 
daya  shall  you  idra|iv  waler  out  of  the  wells  of 
salivation,  IsaJ.  xii.  3.  This  work,  even  for  the 
whole  congregation,  has  been  my  enpploy  for 
many  years ;,  nor  am  I  quite  weary  of  ijt  even 
nowi  though  I  meet  with  not  a  few  discouragie- 


works  of  the  devil,  n 

who  are  strangers  to  1 

^^;lMaring  our  si: 

Swrmit  deslroiyed  fain 

ni^-mnA,  uoda'  wt 
Il»l,l!IKiiled,biin  of* 
'Wfipgiim;  and  by« 
PWBfirf  hia  Sfirili  i 
diwr*  oountria;  -by 
SMhi  and  his  works 
convictions  whjch  the 
possession  of  the  stror 
and  the  power  ofGoi 
straining  and  limiting 
r^ge  and  desperation. 
His  power  being  bi 
he  cannot  reign,  nor 
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will  ghre  you  powar  to  tread  on  wrpentB^'iUiA 
pioD&y  tad  over  all  the  power  of  4lie  enetny ;"' 
the  Holy  Spirit^  working  by  thoipower  of-Ml  - 
M^  b  this  power;  and  stronger  is  be  limit'- U' 
lAu^  than  he  that  is  in.tiie  hmrld.  And'lhiir 
lain  in  you,  for  notwithstandinf-fall  iatail% 
mpts  and  attacks,  you  are^  JMt'Wfaere^you^' 
^  iftod  I  know  tbat'DO  man  iumstaiid^dfte 
neot  under  satan's  assaults,  *  without^  no^ 
itary  support:  *^  I  will  water  tben.<si0^ 
nent,  I  will  keep  it  ttight  mndday/''<*Hetteci- 
n^/Sttid,  £aau,  Judas,  went  into- desperatitstt 
ibeifirst  ionset,  and  who  makes*  us  «o  diffei^? 
^;  vail  by  which  the  god  of  this  world  blinds 
leyes  of  men  is  gone  from  you^  prefodicit^alstf 
MQOved  ;  nor  are  you  given  up  to  hateeitfactf 
A  Ifae  Father  or  his  dear  Son,  because  you  are 
earoesdy  to  seek  both,  and  as  the  win  man 
l^^^'IFhe  desire  of  a  man  is  Jris  kindnessf^ 
Hthis  ^kindness  is  in  you,  though  the  carnal 
dLabstractedly  considered  is  enmity^  < 

iow  manjy^  things  have  we  been;  arid  evtn 
f  are  tempted  to,  and  yet  .none  of  these 
feii,  \m¥b  some  such  slips  as  Paul  speaks 
BoaoL'  vii;  SS.  .  Does  he  then  lead  captive  at 
tmSt  P  Does  that  strong  man  armed  ^kw^ 
insion,  and  his  goods  in  ^ace  ?  No,  ^fn 
NVtdt  is  not  so,  for  when  our  fiset  have  beeft 
oat  gone,  our  steps  had  well  toigh  slipped, 
ly  even  then  the  interference  of  God  has  .been' 
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nost  bonfpieuous ;  bis  strength  perfectly  suit- 
cient  io  our  greatest  weakness,  and  tiits  more 
tbaa  once ;  ascribe  it  to  any  thing  else  but  God 
if  yon  c«n:  and  if  satan  should  drive  yoa  U 
deny  this,  y-ba  will  never  be  able  to  gel  the  Amen 
ef  owscienoe: 

Thfi  power  of  God  is  already  in  your  will,  you 
am  abttady  willing,  to  will  is  present  ivith  you, 
ami  yihaa  God  performs  the  work  of  faith  viA 
power,  or  reveals  hie  arm  in  leading  you  to  he 
dearlSon,  then  you  will  do  as  well  as  wiH ;  and 
remeoafaer  the  call  and  invitation  to  the  waicrof' 
life  is  to  the  lliiraty,  and  to  them  that  will. 
Faith  is  already  pent  up  in  thy  heart;  when  the 
Spirit  convinces  us  of  sin,  he  works  at  the  <ame 
time  every  grace  in  the  heart,  though  vce  know 
not  p-hat  manner  of  Spirit  we  are  of.  Hope  and 
expectation  have  oft  appeared,  and  now  anrf 
then  a  momentary  confidence,  now  and  then  i 
ray  of  Joy,  and  a  sense  of  unwortbines?,  sorely 
he  never  can  take  notice  of  such  a  iTretch  as  fflt 
Love  also,  both  to  the  Lord  and  ihe  hrolherbood; 
and  sure  I  am  that  one  clear  view  of  Christ,  or 
powerfui  sensation  of  his  dying  love,  will  drw 
all  these  things  out;  "And  Jesus  ^ajd  unto  liim 
Thou  hast  both  seen  him,  and  it  is  he  thai  talketh 
with  thee.  And  lie  said.  Lord  I  belifve,  aiidhB 
worshipped  him,'"  John  ix.   37.  3S. 

W.H. 
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LETTER  XXII. 

'■ .  Church  Streeti  Pa(ddingUMi«'i  - 

IV'IBB  grace,  mercy,  and  peace  to  bemulti* 
to  you  and  to  your 'spouse,  through  thi 
sdge  of  our  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour,  -ii4h^ 
author  and  finisher  of  our  faidi.  As  fot 
^  and  &thers  in  law,  they  are  all  in  the 
»f  Yh|&  Lord;  the  heart  of  the  king  is  in  the 
iifjt)4i|  Lord,  and  as  rivers  of  waters  he  tumeth 
yUther  he  will.  What  men  ^ay  stands  for 
^  unless  God  put  his  Amen  to  it.  "  Who 
bat  saith,  and  it  cometh  to  pass,  when  the 
^pmmandeth  it  not?"  Lam.  iii,  S7. 
nrang  man  that  belongs  to .  us,  whom  the 
nras  pleased  to  work  upon,  wlio  lived  with 
pie  in  town,  had  so  exasperated  his  -father, 
2i  drove  him  from  his  presence,  and  a  *few 
i^r  offered  bim  a  thousand  guineas  to 
;,  his  religion ;  but  upon  being  informed 
\  Bon,  that  it  was  a  poor  religion  that  wa6 
t  and  sold,  he  went  home,  and  that  ni^ 
led  to  alter  his  will,  and  leave  him  a  ^hiHrng. 
iati^iglht  he  dropped  down  dead  in  the  stable^ 
be  son  came  in  for  all  ftiat  God  had  ap- 
id  for  him.  God  stays  back  the  band  of  the 
^  w  that  he  camiot  perform  his  entetpil*; 
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And  he  is  sure  to  find  it  hard  work  to  kick  agnitul 
God. 

.  i  ■  The  great  shepherd  has  got  a  few  chosen  she^ 
tin  the  world,  and   he  wilt  have  them  iii  spite  of 
fathers  and  mothers ;  they  have  only  bred  them  and  ' 
nursed  tliem  for  him,  and  he  has  given  tliem  their ' 
hire;  these  sheep  the  Saviour  knows,  and  soonerM' 
later  they  shall  all   know  him.     If  you  and  your 
dame  both  unite,  and  wrestle  hard  with  the  angelj 
you   may  depend  upou  it  that  Esau  and  his  men 
must  offer  to  drive  the  sheep ;  it  is  only  to  let  your 
request  be  made  known  mito  God,  and  all  things  ! 
are  possible  to  be  done  for  them  that  bclievo.   The 
Almighty  will  shew  you  many  tokens  for  good, 
many  signs  of  his  benign  favour,  and  compass  you 
about  with  many  blessings,    that  none  will  know 
but  God  and  yourselves.     He  has  promised  to 
make  all  his  goodness  pass  before  us,   and  mercj 
and  truth  shall  follow  us  all  our  days;   he  is  near 
to  them  that  call  upon,t)im,  an^d^^e  ^und  9f  tbem 
that  seek  him. 

Fear  no  man,  but  God  only,  and  when  thy 
ways  please  the  Lord,  he  will  make  thine  enemies 
to  be  at  peace  with  thee.  A  sparrow  shall  not  fall 
to  the  ground  without  a  grant  from  God,  nor  one 
hair  of  thy  head  perish,  much  less  to  be  turned 
out  of  house  and  home  because  we  follow  the  thing 
that  good  is.  God  compasses  them  that  fear  him 
as  with  a  shield,  while  destruction  and  misery  is  ta 
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all  the  sinner's  ways ;  and  if  destruction  is  in  all 
bis  ways,  he  is  never  one  minute  sure  of  his  life. 

With  respect  to  the  inward  state  of  mind, 
patiently  wait  and  quietly  hope  for  the  salvation  of 
the  Lord;  it  is  good  to  be  exercised  and'^disci- 
plmedy  God  opens  oiir  ears  to  discipline)  tind 
visits  our  sins  with  a  rod ;  but  it  !s  iti  Vei^  faith-^ 
fuldess  that  he  afRicteth  us.  We  must  not  despise 
roe  day  of  small  things;  they  that  sow  in  tears 
ishall  reap  in  joy,  and  they  that  seek  long,  feel  the 
pearl  of  greater  price  when  they  find  it.  None 
Diit  Gbci  and  his  elect  know,  the  happiness  that  is 
to  be  felt  and  enjoyed  in  religion.  When  you 
have  waded  through  a  few  more  difficulties^  you 
'Will  understand  my  meaning.  I  have  been 
writing  a  book,  which  is  almost  done,  or  I  would 
have  answered  your  letter  before.  Tender  my 
kind  respects  to  your  spouse,  and  I  hope  she  will 
choose  the  good  part  that  shall  not  be  taken  away 
irom  her.  Search  the  scriptures,  be  stedfast  and 
constant  at  private  prayer.  Stick  to  one  anothef, 
bear  each  other's  burdens,  and  so  fulfil  the  law  of 

^'rist,  who  here  the  burden  of  us  all. 

■'*.,« 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 


■•if  * 
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keeps  us  looking  at  the  end :  "  We  have  a  haild- 
ing  of  God,  a  house  not  made  with  bands," 

This  wisdom  I  have  long  observed,  and  it 
appears  great  unto  me,  God  loves  the  trork  of  bii 
fiwn  hands,  but  his  soul  abhors  all  tlie  additioiu 
which  men  or  devils  have  put  lo  it.  The  wholf 
of  God's  worit  respecting  the  elect  is  now  made 
Christ's  charge,  and  his  wilt  is,  that  all  ibe 
Father  has  given  him  he  raised  up  the  last  daj, 
that  nothing  he  lost,  no,  not  one  hair  of  our 
head;  these  are  all  numbered,  and  not  one  shdl 
perish.  6ut  the  whole  work  of  the  devil  in  «; 
must  all  be  destroyed,  and  not  one  spot  of  sin, 
nor  a  wrinkle  of  old  age  must  remain.  This  i* 
the  good  work  begun,  founded  in  fear,  and  it  «i!! 
be  perfected  in  love.  Quickening  the  soul  bjr  the 
Spirit  is  the  first  dominion,  and  quickening  iht 
body  will  be  making  it  a  subject  of  ulticeaic 
glory;  "Then  shall  the  righteous  shine  fortbii 
the  sun,  in  the  glory  of  their  father's  kingctoii, 
for  ever  and  ever."  The  first  fruit  of  the  Spirit 
is  incorruptible  seed,  and  putting  on  iinmortalitj. 
is  swallowing  all  mortality  up  of  life. 

My  mint!  and  thoughts  often  plow,  ponder,  irai 
pore  over  these  profound  depths,  but  the  old  nH 
hangs  heavy,  and  makes  chequer-work  oi  'h* 
brightest  and  best  views.  But  this  is  our  comfort, 
the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  hid  from  our  eyes,  6x 
if  we  were  not  born  again  we  could  not  see  '*' 
kingdom  of  God;  hut  blessed  be  God  weikt!" 
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it^  feel  it,  and  know  the  invaluable  power  of  it; 
and  blessed  be  God  we  understand  the  nature  of 
it,  for  it  comes  at  the  reception  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  It  stands  in  his  power,  and  consists  of 
his  gracQ,  and  in  this  grace  the  Saviour  reigns, 
for  even  the  Holy  Spirit  comes  from  his  infinite 
'fulness ;  he  sends  his  Spirit  upon  us,  this  is  the 
kingdom  of  God  coming  with  power ;  and  when 
he  influences  the  soul  with  this  grace,  then  is  the 
kingdom  of  God  set  up  within. 

I  know  well  the  beginning  of  it,  and  have  long 
watched  the  progress  of  it,  and  am  in  some  mea* 

"sure  acquainted  with  the  glory  of  it,  by  its  mar- 
vellous light,  and  with  the  majesty  of  it  which 
appears  in  the  divine  grandeur,  with  which  it  en- 
riches, ennobles,  and  exalts  the  mind;    and  its 
-power  appears  in  crushing  the  reign  of  satan, 

>  Bin,  and  death.     All  beneath  the  sun  appears 
a  bauble,  and  as  the  dust  of  a  balance,  wlicn  com- 

. ".  pftred  with  the  glorious  majesty  of  the  kingdom  of 

^  God ;  and  sure,  they  arc  the  best  messengers  of 
'the  nations,  best  ambassadors,  and  the  bearers 
of  the  best  tidings,  that  say  unto  Zion,  ^'  Thy 
'God  reigneth:'*  sweet  tidings  to  them  that  bre  in 

^  the  chains  of  sin,  and  galled  with  Satan's  yoke. 

^ '      I  went  forth  at  first  with  these  tidings,  I  knew 

^  the  sweet  power,  but  my  head  wab  in  a  fog,  and 
.^upon  proper  reflection  I  have  no  checks,  no  re- 
-morse ;  all  my  present  new  things,  serve  only  to 
.confirm  the  old.  '  Nor  has  one  dying  man  or 
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'  woman  ever  said,  that  I  had  deceived  them,  and 
..  .this  has  been  a  cordial  to  me.  Thousands  hope 
,  !>^  profession,  others  hope  in  the  letter,  legions 
,.j(:bope  in  their  knowledge  and  judgnaent,  aud  more 
<  •hope  in  the  water,  and  not  a  few  in  the  Lord'j 
ifjSupper ;  but  these  are  no  branches  of  that  power, 
yi-.jtn  which  the  kingdom  of  God  stands.  Several  of 
Juillflle,  and  even  deacons  too,  have  OH-ned  on  a 
^1  ideeth  bed,  they  had  been  deceived,  and  would 
balftot:  suffer  their  own  pastors  to  come  near  them. 
t.'.ifThese  tidings  set  me  to  examine,  but  the  Auliao- 
mian  stands  acquitted.     God  bless  you. 

W.  H.  S.S. 


LETTER  XXV. 

To  Miss  E.  B. 


Caliin. 
I  THAN  K  thee  my  dear  friend  for  thine  epistle, 
and  bless  my  God  for  his  goodness  to  thee,  and 
for  all  the  visits  and  indulgences  which  his  uode- 
, served  mercy  grants  to  such  poor  creatures,  who 
are  unworthy  of  every  mercy.  But  you  complain 
that  these  joys  are  short;  I  think  my  poor  liti'e 
one  does  not  seem  to  understand  the  mind  of 
Godui  these  his  communications,  nor  consider 
rightly  the  end  for  which  these  induences  aod 
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exercises  df  grace  dre  sent.     Observe,  that  the 

i'H^ly  Spirit  and  his  grace  is  not  called  a  <pond, 

ijpoiol,  or-stahdidg  water,  but  quite  the  rerevse; 

'4beitig  waters,  'dr  water  bf  life,  a  flowing  ^brook, 

And  a  E^pringing  well,  all  which  is 'expreseiTe  df  a 

'€Ddtinual  emanation,  or  perpetual  flowing; >«tid 

hbef  great  end  God  aims  at  in  this  is,  that  he  way 

be  glorified,  ^^  Herein  is  my  Father  glorified,  that 

'ye  bHtig  forth' much  fruit"   AH  accepoable^uit  is 

•{produced  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  therrffopeMlleid 

^the^fniics  of  tbe  Spirit,  as  our  sacriflees  atv^Alled 

spirittiA^ 'Sacrifices,  our  worship  worshippidg  in 

'tiie^Spirk;  abd  our  service  is  called  ser?iog  in^ Ihe 

newness  of  the  Spirit. 

Hence  let  niy  dear  friend  observe,  that  all 

purging  and  pArifyiug  isto  promote  fruitfulaess  ; 

My  Father,  says  Cfcrist,  *purg^  the  branch  to 

make  it  more  f^uitfhl,  or  that  it  may  bring  forth 

more  fruit.     The  next  thing  intended  by  it  is  to 

refresh,  animate,  quicken,  and  stir  us  up  to'fruit- 

bliaring ;  *^  Their  leaf  shall  be  green,  neither  shall 

*Uhty  ciase  froin  yielding  fruit**      Hence  every 

"  Olivine  influence  fh>m  God,  is  to  go  backagAtn  to 

-'^God;   aild  it  all  comes  and  goes  through  the 

»  •*mediAt6r;  hence  it  is  CAMed  watering  every  *flio- 

«'*MeAt,  Mfd  keeping  the  viney^ird  night  and' day. 

'^:%fark  tio^  ivhiit  I   day;    we  are  sometiM^res  in 

^^  ttdtfble,   utider  the  stirrings  of  corruption,   or 

''"'^flt,  fear,  ^httane,  bondage,    or   unbelief,  t^nd 

'  '  •altogether  barren  j  presently  godly » iM^rrpw^  •  pious 

£  2 
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grief,  self-IoBthing  operates;  "Is  any  afflicted? 
let  bim  pray."  "  Call  upoQ  me  in  trouble,  I  nill 
deliver,"  kc  ;  we  give  ourselves  unto  prayer,  and 
300D  tliis  sorrowful  frame  is  gone.  Soon  after 
thankfulness  springs  up,  we  bless  him,  praise  hitn, 
.aod^^orG  him;  and  by  speaking  to  him,  we  spend 
.jMt  bolj  frame,  in  the  praises  of  bim  that  sept 
jU.;  .. 

..I  .rTlossttiriDg  us  up  to  Truit-beariug,  is  done  ia 
:  innumerable  ways,  sometimes  under  tbe  wcvd, 
laad  bow  does  tbe  soul  long  to  get  alone  to  pour 
.it  out;  sometimes  in  reading  or  meditatiob, 
■  reflecting  or  looking  back  to  past  mercies.  Some- 
times by  a  word  occurring,  a  favourable  providence 
turning  up,  some  deliverance  wrouglit,  or  desirable 
way  opened ;  a  ray  shines,  the  bowels  are  muved 
by  love,  or  a  humbling,  softening,  pleasing  sensa- 
tion flows  through  the  mind,  and  dissolves  tlie 
whole  soul,  and  ort"  wc  go  to  discharge  the  ricli 
contents  into  the  fountain  of  life  from  whence  all 
flows:  either  by  thanks,  "Sacrifice  thanksgiving;" 
or  in  blessings,  "Thy  saints  bless  thee;"  or  in 
praises,  "lie  tliatoffereth  praise,  glorifieth  me;" 
or  in  adoration,  "I  adore  thee,  O  God  of  my 
fathers."  And  according  to  the  difterent  attri- 
butes of  God  which  appear,  so  is  our  praise, 
\vhicb  is  celebrating,  or  speaking  good  of  the  holy 
properties  of  God;  "God  lias  spoken  in  liis 
boliness,  I  will  rejoice ;"  good  and  upright  is  tbe 
Lord.     "His  mercy  endureth  for  ever,"    "Great 
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is  the  Lord,  and  greatly  to  be  praised."  "The 
Lord  hath  sworn  in  truth  unto  David ;  thy 
faithfulness  slialt  thou  establish  in  the  very 
heavens.** 

Thus,  says  Christ,  "I  have  eaten  my  hoiiey- 
comb  with  my  honey,  I  have  drunk  my  wine  with 
my  milk;  eat,  O  friends,**  Song  v.  L  These  are 
the  uses  of  our  holy  frames,  not  kept  for  us  to  bathe 
in ;  Christ  receives  his  own  with  usury.  I  intend 
soon  to  visit  B.  and  hope  to  preach-two  Suhdays 
in  the  orchard,  at  which  time  you  would  like 
perhaps  to  be  there.  Let  me  hear  from  you,  if  it 
is  but  two  lines,  as  I  long  for  your  souFs  welfare. 
1  have  had  a  line  from  your  father;  I  am  sorry 
poor  Mary  is  low,  hope  to  send  her  a  scrap  this 
week.     God  bless  thee. 

Ever  your's  in  Christ, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  XXVL 


TO  THE  SAME. 


I  RECEIVED  my  friend*s  kind  epistle,  and  in 
every  thing  executed  her  orders.  It  most 
certainly  is  the  unalterable  purpose,  and  revealed 
will  of  God,  that  the  just  shall  live  by  faith  ^  and 
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every  ( 

one  thing  that  has  a 

tendency  »o 

draw 

iBy 

mind, 

or  mv  dcpent" 

lencc 

from  God,  is 

a  let 

aiHl 

staj^naitOTi  to  faith. 

The 

grace  of  faith  is  like  a 

ministerial  gift,    it 

wants 

stirring  up; 

it  is 

the 

better, 

the  brighter, 

the  stronger  for  using. 

If 

it  hath  no  difficulties  to  cope  with  and  surmount, 
no  errands  to  fetch  in,  no  messages  and  petitiow 
to  carry,  it  lingers,  sinks,  gets  inactive,  weak,  and 
almost  dead^  until  the  Spirit  which  is  the  life  of 
all  grace,  quickens  it  afresh,  and  sets  it  to  work; 
Rettd  R«v.  iii.  2.  Without  exercise,  &ith  dmo' 
dies  into  a  mere  habit;  the  principle  renaioSf  bul 
the  actings  and  exercises  are  not  felt  and  enjoyed. 
The  contents  of  your's  greatly  surprised  me, 
but  God  is  Mie  first  cause,  and  one  under  your 
rnof  the  second  cause.  Every  divine  lesson  must 
be  learned  experimentally,  and  then  the  impres- 
sion will  sink  both  into  the  ears  and  into  the 
heart.  When  God  has  implanted  his  grace  in 
our  hearts,  which  is  secretly  and  often  impercep- 
tibly done  with  respect  to  us,  he  intends  to 
discover  his  goodness  and  his  relationship,  as  a 
covenant  God,  to  us  ;  and  whatever  discoveries 
he  intends  to  make  of  himself,  or  of  his  goodness 
to  us,  he  will  bring  us  into  such  straits,  as  shall 
compel  us  to  use  our  interest  with  him,  or  sink 
for  the  want  of  his  aid.  When  he  intended 
that  I  should  he  brought  to  observe,  and  depend 
upon  his  providence,  he  often  took  away,  to  my 
view  of  things,  every  means  of  sustenance,  and 


let  me  see  his  promises  of  daily  food  ;  and  hh 
withdrawing  all  app  .rent  means,  and  closing  all 
doors,  was  in  effect  telling  me  to  call  on  bini,   - 
or  trust  in  him  or  starve.  .  ..^ 

So  when  he  has  implanted  the  grace  of  hope^  >o 
we  know  not  what  we  are  in  possession  of,  but  he 
brings  us  either  into  the  furnace,  or  horrible  pil^ 
and  then  says,  Hope  and  despair,  swim  or  go  to 
the  bottom;  and  at  such  times  many  evidenceSi    ^ 
tokens,  former  favours  slighted  before  are  now 
courted,  called  in,    hugged,  and  embraced,   as    , 
friends  in  time  of  need.     In  this  way  have  I  been 
taught,  believe  or  die,  hope  or  despair,  trust  .in 
my  providence,  or  more  plainly,  trust  in  God 
who  provides  for  all,  or  starve.      And  when  I 
come  to  use  the  implanted  stock  of  grace  within, 
and  to  try  the  faithfulness  of  God  to  his  word,  I 
soon  found  what  I  could  do.      And  still  look, 
wonder,  and  admire,  what  he  could  do,  would  do,  . 
and  did  for  poor  me. 

In  this  we  see  the  weakness  of  the  best  of  men, 
the  malice  of  the  best  of  friends  if  carnal,  and 
the  determination  of  God  to  keep  the  objects  of  . 
bis  choice,  the  darlings  of  bis  soul,  and  the  sons 
and  daughters  of  his  household,  dependent  upop 
him.  I  like  it  best  as  it  is,  the  old  man  loves  . 
food,  but  no  physic,  a  stock  in  hand,  but  no 
dependence ;  ease,  but  no  emptying  from  vessel  to 
vessel,  all  at  honie,.  but  no  actings  or  goings  out  in 
faith,  to  fetch  matters  in.      Satan  frets  and  feels 
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nwre  under  our  exercising  of  faiih,  and  accesses 
to  God,  than  ever  we  do  under  all  his  foul, 
furioua,  and  fiery  assaults,  and  darta.  My  love 
to  poor  Mary. 

Ever  your's, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  XX  VII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


The  Caliin  on  board  [be  Proviiltnce. 

The  Grace  of  our  Lord  JesusClirist  bewilb 
thee,  and  with  all  them  who  know  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  those  that  feel  their  need  of 
liiai,  and  favour  his  righteous  cause.  Beloved  of 
(he  Lord,  I  have  been  of  lale  not  a  lifJe 
iiidulj^'jd  with  access  to  God  through  Christ,  have 
iiad  much  fiecdom  in  private  prayer,  and  have 
given  myself  much  to  it;  have  been  kept  very 
iiicek,  bulimisbive,  and  heavenly-minded;  and 
have  given  myself  much  up  to  retirement,  and  to 
a  close  walk  with  uiy  God.  In  all  my  secret 
engagements  I  have  remembrance  of  thee  in  my 
prayers,  thut  tij*;  throne  of  grace  may  be  acces- 
sible to  thee,  and  the  door  of  hope  displayed; 
that  thou  mayest,  agreeable  to  our  Lord's  most 
gracious  promise,  G«y  in  and  out,  and  find  pas- 
ture.    When  this  is  denied,  like  Israel  of  old,  we 
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Wander  from  mountain  to  mountain,  and  from  hill 
to  hill ;  they  have,  says  God,  forgotten  their 
resting  place.  Christ,  says  the  prophet,  is  our 
rest,  where  the  weary  are  to  rest,  and  he  is  our 
refreshing.  And  how  sweet  does  the  soul  sink 
down  composed  and  becalmed  in  the  dying  love, 
and  finished  work  of  the  Son  of  God  ;  the  con- 
science purged  by  his  precious  hlood,  rests  in 
peace ;  the  heart  is  settled,  in  confidence ;  the 
mind,  in  hope  ;  and  the  heart  fixed  in  the  immu- 
table love  of  God. 

By  the  application  of  the  atonement,  God 
takes  away  the  guilt  of  sin,  that  it  should  not 
3ting;  the  sting  of  death  is  sin.  By  justification, 
or  by  the  imputation  of  Christ's  righteousness,  be 
takes  away  the  destructive  power  of  sin,  that  it 
should  not  condemn  ;  there  is  no  condemnation 
to  them  that  are  in  Christ  Jesus,  it  is  God  that 
justifies ;  and  he  that  believes  is  justified  freely 
from  all  things,  from  which  he  could  not  be 
jiistified  by  the  law  of  Moses.  By  the  most  holy 
Sj>irit  of  all  grace,  God  takes  away  the  dominion 
of  sin,  that  it  shall  not  reign ;  '^  Sin  shall  not 
have  dominion  over  you,  for  you  are  not  under 
the  law  but  under  grace,"  Rom.  vi.  14.  And  by 
glorification  in  the  great  day  he  will  take  away 
the  very  being  of  it,  that  it  never  more  may  be 
found  among  the  saints ;  ^^  At  that  time  the 
iniquity  of  Israel  shall  be  sought  for,  and  there 
shall  be  none;  and  the  sins  of  Judab,  atid  they 


" 

m 

74 

■ 

■ 

" 

sliall 

not  be 

found ;    for  1  will 

pardon   then 

whom 

I  reserve,"  Jerem.  1. 

20. 

1 

This,  my  dear  fricad,  is 

the  g 

ood  ff 

ork  tbal  , 

Paul 

speaks 

of,    "  He   that  hath 

begun 

a  good 

work 

in  you 

will  perform 

it  until  tlie 

day  Of , 

Jesus 

Christ, 

'  Pliill.  i.  6. 

This 

work 

shall  be 

carried  on  until  the  day  of  Christ's  appearii^ 
and  then  it  will  be  finished;  this  is  what  Daviil 
alludes  to,  when  he  says,  "  The  Lord  will  periect 
that  which  concerneth  me.     Thy  mercy,  O  lArii 
enclureth  for  ever;  forsake  not  the  works  ctf  Aide-' 
own  hands,"  Psat.  cxxxviii.  8.    Tfaine  o^nbuidi 
have  begun,  and  in  much  mercy  didst  then  bcgis 
it,  and   this  work  is  my  concern,    or  it  is  tbal 
which  concerneth  me;  and  surely  tliou  wilt  not 
forsake  it,  but  perfect  it,  and  this  I  gather  from 
the  eternity  of  tliy  mercy,  tliy  mercy  endureth  for 
ever,  forsake  not  the  work  of  thine  own  hands: 
thou  hast  already  made  me  a  vessel  of  mercy, 
prepare  that  vessel  for  glory. 

This  is  the  work,  Betty,  that  is  going  on,  arnl 
how  restless,  uneasy,  and  disquieted  are  ne,  ii 
he  seems  to  neglect  it,  or  wc  to  perceive  it  fallii^ 
to  decay.  If  it  is  not  revived  every  few  days,  ns 
begin  to  sink ;  a  visit,  a  promise,  an  enlargcnifnl 
in  prayer,  a  propitious  look,  a  transient  ray  niU 
do,  but  some  morsel  for  this  new  man  must  l< 
had,  or  we  complain.  Let  me  know  how  you 
all  do,  and  when  you  heard  from  B. 

Ever  your's  to  serve  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

w.n.  s.s 
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LETTER  XXVIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Cabin^  Monday  Mornitig. 
My  dear  Fricndi 

It  is  winter,  it  is  cold,  and  I  am  and  haye 
be^n  for  some  time  in  the  possession  of  one  of 
thQ  worst  coughs  that  ever  fell  to  my  share.  I 
have  got  I  firmly  believe  a  confirmed  asthma, 
and  no  wonder  if  the  bellows  decay,  when  the 
pipes  have  been  hard  worked  for  upwards  of 
thirty  years.  This  cold  has  been  long  on  me» 
and  is  continually  renewing,  so  that  I  am  almost 
a  stranger  to  beloved  sleep. 

When  this  came  first  on,  I  felt  the  iron  sinew 
in  my  neck,  a  brazen  brow,  a  stubborn  will,  a 
hard  unrelenting  heart,  and  an  obstinate  mind. 
I  fretted,  I  cavilled,  I  contended,  I  disputed,  I 
murmured,  I  rebelled ;  I  kicked  up,  I  hung 
back,  I  started  aside,  I  fell  down  in  tlie  furrow, 
but  could  not,  would  not  yield.  So  the  devil 
and  the  Doctor  went  on,  and  carnal  reason  and 
unbelief  they  helped  forward  the  calamity. 
Sunday  came  on,  still  the  war  lasted  ;  when  in 
the  pulpit  all  blowed  over,  and  all  was  well',  and 
I  was  carried  through  with  a  high  hand.  But 
when  the  work  was  done,  and  I  again  alone,  I 


rcnened  the  attack,  and  reassumed  the  dispute. 
Sometimes  I  was  a  pharisce,  atid  ready  to  plead 
my  iiilegrily,  usefulness,  and  the  sincerity  of  my 
]ovc ;  then  I  hardened  my  mind  tn  desperate 
sorrow,  saying,  Let  me  alone;  then  Galliu^likc^ 
kill  or  save,  and  let  me  sink  or  swim  I  care  oot. 
'Sow  and  then  a  reflection  upon  in^ioy  («al  - 
favours,  kind  tokens,  and  tender  dealings  came  10 
my  mind ;  I  relented  and  bowed  my  knees,  and 
asked  submission.  A  few  soft  tears  rolled  down, 
and  the  heavenly  dove  whispered  witliiu,  tills  wlil 
terminate  in  a  renewal  of  the  work,  and  <  aO  .<! 
believed  for  awhile.  ,.,  v    1 

After  this  I  rose  up,  and  summoned  all  the 
black  band  again,  and  revived  the  old  arguments. 
Could  any  soul  think  that  the  Coal-heaver  should 
have  so  many  coals  of  juniper  In  bis  sack  ?  But 
previous  to  this,  I  had  in  my  cabin  one  afternoon, 
such  a  frame  of  'energy  with  God  in  prayer,  as 
was  wonderful  to  me ;  and  finding  the  door  open, 
and  the  sceptre  held  out,  and  bis  ear  attentive,  the 
king  was  held  in  the  galleries.  I  went  again  aod 
again,  for  all  that  I  could  think  of,  and  among  the 
rest  that  he  would  cure  my  asthma,  and  I  be- 
lieved he  would  J  and  by  terrible  thing^  itt  righ- 
teousness has  he  answered  me.   -  -  / 

But  there  are  other  answers  besides  tti^dg^^ifiic 
■re  preparatory,  or  to  empty  me  of  scl^  ,tba(^ 
new  wino  -may  come  into  the  ney  ^bottl^w.  i^ 
long.  Hoee  I  was  thinking   wg  hqvf)  bu(  lH|lc 
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converting  work  going  on,  and  a  thought  jsprang 
npi  I  have  had  but  little  soul-travail  of  late,  and 
rabn  after  this  labour  came  on.  And.  now  twioe 
have  I  had  tidings  of  one  long  in  the  deep,  coming 
«to  an  anchor,  and  another  coming  feirly  out,  afier 
a  long  labour,  a  reconversion,,  and  after  going 
into  the  water,  &c«  and  many  more  are  in  travail 
among  us^  so  that  I  expect  the  lying-in 'hospital  to 
he  at  work.  And  now  my  dear  compaiiion  in  the 
«.Lord  Jesus,  let  me  exhort  thee  to  cleave  close  to 
Christ,  with  full  purpose  of  heart,  for  all  iHHf, 
'Christ,  and  those  in  whom  he  dwells,  is  death. 
J  remember  you  all  in  every  prayer  of  jnine; 
I  should  be  glad  to  see  you,  and  Mary,  if  conve- 
nient 

Ever  you  fs, 

W.H.  S.  S. 


•    !• 


1  • 
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LETTER  XXIX. 


TO  THE  SAME. 
.)iil>eiir  Friend, 

Youb's  came  to  baud  just  as  I  was  deeply 

1  fMJ^ged  in  packing  up  for  a  tour  to  C.  in  order  to 

'^tldKe*fl'eshair,  as  my  appetite  seemed  nearly  gone. 

{.foment  a  long  round,  and  preached  four  times  at 

C  and  I  believe  I  was  a  more  wel€Qfiie;|{uesi 


there  than  I  had  ever  been  before;  andtomj 
view  of  things,  there  seems  to  be  a  good  work 
going  on  thefe.  Poor  L.  seems  upon  hoping 
ground,  nay,  further,  he  told  me  in  his  last  letter, 
that  he  was  more  comfortable  in  the  hope  (tf 
salvation  than  formerly;  and  his  countenance 
expresses  much  more  than  his  pen  or  tongue. 

Yesterday  I  seemed  to  have  got  a  fresh  cold, 
and  have  been  poorly  all  night,  and  the  rheuma- 
tism in  my  shoulders  pinches  me  not  a  little;  bat 
this  is  not  our  rest,  it  is  polluted,  and  tberefort 
we  must  look  forward,  and  press  after  another, 
for  "  There  remainelh  a  rest  to  the  people  of 
God."  When  God  finished  the  works  of  crea- 
tion, he  rested  on  tlic  seventh  day,  and  when 
Christ  had  finished  the  work  of  redemption,  hii 
flesh  rested  in  hope.  So  the  soul  that  works  out 
his  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  finds  rest  for 
his  weary  soul  in  the  dying  love,  and  finished 
work  of  Christ,  and  rests  from  his  works  as  God 
did  from  his :  "  For  we  that  believe,  do  enter  into 
rest."  And  although  this  our  rest  is  often  dis- 
turbed, yet  we  rest  fully  persuaded  that  Christ 
has  finished  the  work,  and  at  times  fully  satisfied 
that  we  have  our  part  in  it;  and  when  the  light 
shines  we  rest  contented :  and  the  full  assurance 
of  faith,  is  nothing  else  hut  the  full  assurance  of 
satisfaction,  and  hence  the  promise,  they  sfiall 
rest  satisfied ;  and  again,  they  shall  be  satis^fid 
with  my  goodness,  saith  the  Lord. 
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■ 

*'"^ln  my  first  illness,  I  was  ver^  low^  dry^^luid 

•  fmrren,  but  through  the  tender  mef cy  df  my  God, 

..;{E*Mta  not  so  now^;  though  I  feel  myself  in  body 

'  Tifefy  feeble.    You  look  too  mudi'  to  yourself  'it  is 

*  ^  lOQkhig  to  Jesus  that  does  the'trork ;  ''  Look  ikhtb 

>  >«fe  sWd  lie  ye  saVed."    It  is  Iteing  strong  in  the 

'fulMss  of  grace  that  is  in  himi  and  looking  to  the 

o^iKTOftiise;  ^^  I  will  water  thefti  every^int)ment,  I 

B/iriXi  keej[i  them  night  and  day;"  'Cookiilg-tiut 

^^^ringi  the  eomfort  in,  and  then  we  look  within^U 

•i<ifl4s*lbs^  this  is  our  folly.     Adieu.  :/r.f 

r/djo::..  ■  .:\  Wm/ HUNTINGT6^. 

>0   ^fqu.vr    ;  •'  '^  -■■■■*  ■: 

ii91.>    " L«'    ■         ■   ■       > 

-t:\         fl».  •■ 
•       .'.     ■     '   ■  ■       ' 

■     \'J      •  .•■ 

■     «.•>■"  J'    .ii    .'.  . 

\  My  ciieiar  Friend, 

^  iiow  disappointed  are  those,   how  crossed, 

now  entanglecT,   ensnared,  and  ruined  are  those 

'  who  maWp  gold  their  hope/  and  this  world  their 

J    iuiimeVi^ut  what  are  we?  and  what  could  God  see 

i%  US?     But  he  will  be  merciful  to  whom  be  will 

'shew  mercy,  and  he  will  be  gracious  to  whom  he 

wiU  his  gifts  and  calls  are  without 

I  .^ipqp^titance.     He  has  repented  That  he  made  man, 

^'^^^isid^}^  has  often  repented  of  the  evil  brought  on 

'^jMiiy*  and  he  has  often  repcTnted  of  the  good 


LETTER  XXX. 

TO  MR.  B. 


■M 


whereby  he  lias  benefited  a  nation,  when   tltey  , 
have  ungratefully  sinned  agaiu^l  liim. 

But  of  the  gift  of  his  dear  Son  to  men,  the  gift  of 
his  Spirit  to  them,   the  gift  of  grace,    llie  gift  of 
eternal  life,  and  the  gift  of  glory,  of  these  his  giAx  i 
to  his  own  elect  he  never  repented;   "Fear  no^ 
little  flock, ,  it  is  your  Father's  good  pleasure  to 
give  you  the  kingdom:"   and  what  is    his  good 
pleasure  to  give,  he  never  will  repent  of.     No^ 
does  he  repentof  his  cails;  he  calls  some  to  labour 
in  the  vineyard,  and  some  he  calls  by  their  laboar 
to  repentancej  and  he  calls  all  his  elect,  to  unioo,     ' 
communion,  and  fellowship  with  the  living  viae 
but  he  never  repents  of  tiiese  calls,  neither  do  w? 
repent   that  he  has  called  us.     My  love  to  all 
friends.     Be  sure  to, write  soon. 

^^   ,.    ..    ■-    i  Ever  your's, 

U:U4.  .i-   *  tiA.ilH  \v.  H.  S.S. 

til 


LETTi;R  XXXI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

On  Saturday  I  received  Betsy's  letter,  iofurm- 
iog  me  of  my  poor  friend's  illness,  which  1  was 
much  grieved  to  hear.     I  have  spread  it  beinf* 
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tibe  Lord,  and  am  waiting  the  event ;  however,  of 
thu  I  am  well  assured,  that  this  sickness  is  not 
vMo  death,  for  they  that  believe  shall  never  die^ 
but  sleepu  Jesus  tasted  death  for  every  man  of 
his  family  upon  the  cross,  at  his  resurrecdoD  be 
€Mq«erMI  death,  and  at  the  general  retnrreefion 
of  the  ju8(^  be  win  swallow  up  death  in  victory) 
is  the  last  king  that  shall  be  dethrbnM^  and 
lost  enemy  that  e^U  be  destroyed.  This 
gtostly  Hionarch  reigned  from  Adam  to  Momb^ 
we  havr  no  power  in  the  day  of  dealih,  add 
is  no  diacborg^  in  that  war.  It  is  appdiotdd 
all  men  to  tread  this  dark  valley,  wbi(jb 
leads  to  the  house  appointed  for  all  living:  **  As 
te  waters  foil  from  the  sea,  and  the  flood  decayetb 
and  drieth  up ;  so  man  lieth  down,  and  riseth  not 
till  tbe  heavens  be  no  more."    Job  xiv.  11,  19. 

On  the  day  that  the  just  shall  awake,  shall  the 
prosent  heavens  and  earth  pass  away,  the  earth 
shall  be  burnt  up,  the  elements  shall  melt,  and  the 
keavens  shall  pass  away  with  a  great  noise,  as 
soon  as  the  archangel  descends,  and  the  trumpet 
of  God  is  sounded.  On  the  day  the  saints  rise 
sbaH  these  heavens  be  rolled  together,  and  as  a 
TCBtave  shall  they  be  folded  up,  and  they  shall  be 
ciianged :  then  shall  the .  new  heavens  and  new 
earth  appear,  and  the  righteous  shall  possess  it, 
and  inhabit  it,  and  none  but  they,  and  that  for  a 
Aoosand  years.  This  is  the  rest  that  remains  for 
the  people  of  God;   and  our  present  rest  by 
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&ith,  in  the  dying  love  and  fioished  work  of 
Cbrist,  which  is  resting  assured,  resting  satisfied^' 
resting  contented,  and  resting  in  hope  aod  expec- 
tation, is  a  pledge,  an  earnest,  aod  the  first  iruits 
of  this. 

The  best  armour  for  the  soul  on  a  sick  bed,  il 
the  breast  plate  of  an  imputed  righteousaess ;  tbis 
applied  by  the  Spirit,  and  the  witness  of  it  in  our 
conscience,  is  apiece  of  defensive  armour,  such  as 
the  curse  of  a  broken  law  will  never  penetrate. 
It  is  proof  against  the  sting  of  death,  the  darts 
of  satan,  and  the  sentence  of  the  most  righteous  i 
of  all  judges,  who  will  never  condemn  the  just, 
nor  justify  the  wicked.  And  it  is  our  right  and 
title  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  for  whom  God  jus- 
tifies, thera  God  glorifies.  Hold  this  fast,  m 
dearly  beloved,  to  the  end,  for  this  is  the  righteous- 
ness of  faith,  and  he  that  is  our  judge,  and  our 
Saviour,  says,  "  Be  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and 
I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life," 

The  companion  of  faith  is  hope,  for  what  iViib 
credits,  hope  expects,  they  are  twin  sisters,  and 
go  hand  in  hand ;  "  Now  abideth  faith,  liop^ 
charity,  these  three,"  Be  patient,  and  hope  w 
the  end.  "  The  wicked  is  driven  away  in 
wickedness,  but  llie  righteous  hath  hope  in  !«* 
death."  The  tliird  promised  support  on  a  Sici 
bed  is  peace,  this  is  the  fruit  and  etfect  ofw 
imputed  righteousness,  the  fruit  of  righleousoW 
is  peace;  and  is  a  grace  that  passes  with  usinfli 
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the  other  world.  It  is  the  end  of  faith  ia  this 
life,  and  a  fruit  of  glory  in  the  life  to  come ; 
*^  Mark  the  perfect  mao,  and  behold  the  upright, 
for  tlie  end  of  that  man  is  peace."  The  Lord  is  as 
fond  of  seeing  his  children  home,  as  we  are  of 
reaching  his  prepared  mansion ;  and  as  earaeat  to 
grant  the  promised  reward,  as  we  are  q(  the 
enjoyment  of  it  To  them  that  believe  Christ  is 
precious^  and  precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is 
the  death  of  his  saints.  If  my  dear  companipn 
wishes  to  see  me,  send  word.  Grape  and  pe^c^ 
be  ever  with  thee,^  so  prays, 

..Thy  friend  and  brother  in  Christ  Jesus, 

W;H.   S.S. 


LETTER  XXXIL 


TO  THE  SAME, 
u-  ••     • 

i  !         ■ 

Friday  Morning. 

■ 

Dearly  Beloved  Companion  in  travel,  and  true  Yoke-feUow 

in  the  kingdom  of  Christ, 

J^AST  night  I  received  your  very  kind  epistle^ 

j^  and  when  it  came  it  found  me  very  low ;  but  as 

cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  news  from 

^.a  for  country,  for  the  good  Lord  who  comforteth 

^^^those  that  are  cast  dpwn,  comforted  mo  by  the 


ground  of  hope,  but  in  th 
The  jubilee  year  by  su< 
and  every  sto|),  and  disi 
trmnpet  is  observed ;  ac 
sound  of  enlargement,  a 
debts,  k  attended  with  tb 
the  third  heavens,  for  ther 
of  the  angels  of  God,  as 
sout,  which  is  meltiag 
"fiteaaed  are  the  j^'j^ 
souud,  they  shall  wall^  C 
thy  countenanoB,  In  thy  i 
all  the  day  long,  and  in 
they  be  exalted."  Faithful) 
in  hand,  what  divine  ver 
faitfaflilness  makes  good,  a 
sets  to  his  seal  diat  God  is 
to  travail,  and  not  cause  to 


♦li***- 
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and  from  the  deep  sleep  of  God ;  '^  And  uRto 
God  the  Lord  belong  the  issues  from  death/' 

Fsalm  IzviiL  20. 

» 

Thus  she  briQg3  forth  before  she  travails,  aod 
thus  she  is  delivered  before  her  pains  came; 
guilt  and  wrath  work  in  the  soul,  and  life  by  the 
Spirit  makes  us  feel  it.  God's  blessing  is  lifCi 
life  for  evermore.  God  never  calls  or  pronounces 
•any  man  blessed,  who  is  dead  in  sin,  and  dead  to 
God;  Blessed  is  the  man  whom  God  chastens, 
and  teaches  hiffl  out  of  falsi  law;  and  blessed  is 
the  man  that  hungers  and  thirsts  after  righteous- 
'ness.  But  the  appetite  of  nature  is  vitiated,  it 
cannot  savour  the  things  of  God ;  but  spiritual 
life  must  have  spiritual  sustenance ;  the  soul  that 
longs  as  the  prodigal  did  for  divine  bread,  and  he 
that  hungers  and  thirsts  after  righteousness  are 
both  quickened-^the  former  is  sick  of  husks,  and 
the  latter  of  bis  own  performances.  You  may 
call  the  blessing  of  life^  Gad,  for  there  is  a  troop 
behind  it. 

But  it  niust  be  confessed  that  love  brings  up 
the  rear;  ^^  Shall  I  cause  to  travail,  and  xx)t 
cause  to  bring  forth  ?"  Shall  I  alarm,  awaken^ 
chasten,  and  quicken,  and  not  cause  to  brix^ 
forth  ?  Shall  I  tell  them,  that  all  that  I  love  I 
rebuke  and  chasten,  and  give  them  the  promised 
chastisement,  but  never  discover  my  love  to 
them  ?  No,  that  be  far  from  me»  '^  SIaII  not  the 
J,ud^  Qf  all  the;  earth  do  rigjht?"    Next  Suo^y 


we  shfear  the  sheep,  the  Sunday  following  is  ordi- 
nance day;  and  either  this  week  or  next,  the 
M"  —  s  come,  so  that  I  know  not  what  to  say. 
I  would  wish  when  I  come  to  stay  three  weeks, 
but  who  is  to  preach  for  me  I  know  not.  I  will 
write  to  B.  this  day  if  I  can.  Tender  my  love  lo 
the  family.     God  bless  you  all, 

W.-H,  S.  S. 


LETTER  XXXril. 


Padtliugtoii, 
My  dear  Friend, 

Both  your  epistles  came  safe  to  hand,  and  I 

thank  you  kindly  for  the  same.     My  long  silence 

hath  not   originated  from    any   displeasure,    far 

from  it,  but  merely  for  want  of  time,  having  been 

driven  to  write ;  have  also  reprinted   one  boot 

which  was  out  of  print.     My  son  Gad,  who  for 

some  years  back  hath  been  sharply  exercised  by 

the  chastening  liand  of  God  upon  him,  begins  to 

hold  up  his  head  ;  hp  told  me  last  Sunday,  that  the 

word  of  God  now  comes  with  power,  love,  and 

comfort  to  his  heart,  and  that  he  now  believed 

that  the  Lord   would  most  surely  save   him;'I 

never  expect  to  send  you  better  tidings  than  these. 
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<8b€(uld. be  heartily  glad  to  see  either  you  or  your 
-daughters,  whenever  you  or  they  choose  to  dome, 
you  are  all  welcome  to  such  as  I  have.  Tender 
my  Jove  and  respects  to  them  both,  and  accept  the 
game  from, 

Your  much  obliged  friend  and  servant  in 

Christ  Jesus, 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 


LErrER  XXXIV. 


TO  MIL  B. 


Paddington,  Friday  MorQJng. 
My  dear  Brother, 

I  WISH  grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  through 
Jesus  Christ,  ever  to  be  with  thee.  I  have  been 
sadly  shook  with  a  violent  fever,  and  pains  from 
bead  to  foot;  seized  I  was  all  at  once,  and  to  bed 
I  went,  and  then  to  doctoring  and  nursing,  and 
through  the  tender  and  undeserving  mercy  of  my 
God,  am  better;  and  I  hope  to  be  in  my  lawful 
calling  again  next  Sunday. 
;  When  I  was  last  at  your  house,  I  dreamed  diat 
my  house  fell  down,  and  at  my  return  was  in- 
formed it  was  to  be  sold;  but  the  price  set  upon  it 
was  ao  high,  that  I  was  compelled  to  look  out 


elsewhere:  have  therefora  tajiep  aUttlefarm;  it 

not  laugh  at  this.  This  iit(]e  concern  was  adver- 
tised in  the  papers,  aad  bomc  of  my  I'riendi  ureu; 
dtMi)  tosce  it  unknoM'n  tome,  ^nd  would  ioiitt 
iipb'ii  my  undertaking  the  airair;  but  I  raovfld 
he^i^Uj*  and  with  sonii,-  ruluctaiice^  feoriog  9.  state  ' 
of  bankruptcy;  however,  I  am  embarked  iui^ 
aild-am  aatchiog  to  see  what  the  evgiit  may  be. 
I  have  had  many  tossings  and  strange  goings  upon 
my  mind  ahoiit  it,  and  the  old  adversary  bath  ml 
been  slack  nor  idle,  during  my  illness;  nor  could  I 
oi^ce  say  at  the  expected  approach  of  the  devil,  , 
Behold,  the  prince  of  this  world  comcth,  and  hath 
nothing  in  me;  for  carnal  reason  and  unbehef, 
natural  cumitv,  rebellion,  and  discontent,  all 
united  together,   and  took  part  with  him. 

This  is  the  interest  that  satan  hath  got  in  my 
foolish  heart,  these  arc  the  members  of  the  old 
man,  vtho  certainly  is  a  most  rank  Jacobin,  an 
enemy  to  peace  and  tranquillity,  and  an  eaeioy  t9 
all  order  and  good  goveruiuent;  aad  «U  ll« 
disaffection  in  this  nation  springs  from  no  other 
source  than  this.  But  notwithstaoding  all  tbes; 
enemJMf  there  were  some  few  Royaliats  ia  mj 
heart,  which  opposed  the  clamour  of  all  tlieae  0^ 
Tom  J'uiic's  fullowers.  Gratitude  ^omellnttt 
appeared,  and  brought  to  my  mind  many  past 
favours,  lovc-vl-^its,  and  tokens  for  goud,  wbicfc 
would  make  my  buwels  move,  and  my  eyea  fio* 
with  silent  iiad  secret  tears  of  love  and  afFectkm; 
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I 

tfae  noise  of  rebellion  in  the  camp^  would  sow 
mn  thi&  Faith  said^  ttiere  is  neitber  unatoned 
it  nor  unappeased  wrath  workuig  in  yotif 
sioiencey  and  yoy  will  be  most  certainly  Siavod^ 

hfave  you  any  doubts  about  it ;  but  this  waK 
phesying  of  things  to  come;  this  ia.aUtr.i|«b 

it  is  not  the  Lord's  presence,  and  therefoTQ  ( ,. 

rmured  on, ., 

Patience  forsook  me,  submission  and  rosigoi^  - 
I  lent  no  assistance,  fear  only  appeiMred  nw»  iaiji4 
tfi  but  interfered  very  little,   humility  nifver 
:e  shewed  her  faqe;  all  that  remained  with  me  * 
I  bonfideace  and  hope,  and  now  and  then  love 

past  favours  would  appear  a  little;  but  as  I 
»posed  myself  hardly  dealt  with,  this  counter- 
ed all  the  pleas  of  love  and  affection.  And 
e  I  continue  to  this  day,  in  a  strait  betwixt 
),  pro  and  con;  and  I  can  compare  it  to 
:bing  else  but  the  Lord  standing  at  my  right  . 
id,  and  satan  at  ray  left,  contending  which  shall 
ffe  the  spoil.  **  To  will  is  present  with  me," 
DOW  how  I  would  fain  have  it^  bot  the  warfare 
$t  continue,  the  Canaanites  must  dwell  in  tbi$ 
id  tf>  goad  out  sides,  and  prick  oar  eyea;  no 
i^K  mortificalioD  they  are  to  me,  amd  little 
^ngtfe  God  knows  have  I  got  agamsl  them :  but 
MigboftMs. 

Fhr  harvest  is  now  in,  and  yoo  know  not  how 
ch  I  long  to  see  your  poor  father  and  mother; 
i  I  beg  they  will  eiow  coneibtforo  I  .g^  jbto 


the  next  furnace,  for  without  doubt  ihore 
soon  be  another  of  some  sort  or  other,  bca 
for  me.  Do  tell  them  to  send  a  line  an  sooi 
convenient,  by  what  coach  they  come,  wber^  I 
vrhat  day,  and  at  what  hour  they  arrive;  tod 
will  send  a  person  to  get  a  coach,  to  raov^  I 
luggage,  and  to  be  on  the  spot  when  the  jtlj 
comes  ill.  Tender  iny  kind  respects  and  be 
wishes  to  the  two  young  ladies,  my  kindest  lor 
to  father  and  mother,  and  accept  the  same  froai, 
Your  unwotlhy  comrade  in  the  unremitted 
.■  !,  .  fight  of  faith, 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON 


LETTER  XXXV. 


I  THANK  thee,  my  dearly  beloved  in  thelM 
for  the  good  tidings,  as  I  believe  God  bastEp' 
me  in  a  spirit  of  prayer,  ever  since  my  arrini'' 
B.  and  I  was  vexed  that  no  soul  for  so  looS* 
time  sent  me  any  tidings,  neither  about  you,  "* 
about  poor  mother.  I  even  quarrelled  with-^ 
in  my  heart,  not  knowing  that  she  was  gonelf* 
B. 

However,  we  poor  wretches  are  still  dc''""' 
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to  grace ;  nor  does  he  leave  us  without  a  witness 
that  he  is  faithful,  nor  without  a  sure  token  that 
he  is  good,  which  calls  aloud  for  suitable  returns 
of  love,  of  gratitude,  and  of  thankfulness.  I  bless, 
and  truly  thank  my  most  merciful  God  and 
Father  in  Christ,  for  his  goodness  to  poor  mo- 
ther and  you,  and  I  do  bless  my  God  that  I  can 
say,  that  I  have  your  whole  family  in  my  hear^ 
in  every  prayer  of  mine,  making  request  with 
joy.  I  have  plenty  of  this  work,  for  last  week  I 
had  the  last  dying  groans  of  his  Excellency,  and 
I  was  enabled  to  wrestle  hard  for  him,  and  to 
send  him  an  epistle  which  be  informs  me  filled 
first  his  heart,  then  the  pulpit,  and  then  the 
flock.  I  want  to  wean  him,  but  I  cannot;  and  I 
do  at  times  think,  that  he  will  go  sucking  to  the 
grave;  he  is  such  a  dear  friend  to  Moses. 

Though  he  continually  curses  him,  yet  every 
time  satan  gets  him  down,  off  he  goes  to  Horeb, 
and  there  he  gets  the  old  vail,  and  then  he  is  lost, 
and  gropes  for  the  wall  like  the  blind,  and  then 
comes  his  last  dying  speech  and  confession, 
Tbes<e  papers  come  sometimes  when  the  devil  has 
g6t  me  by  the  ear,  and  then  I  am  like  a  wild  bull 
in  a  net,  and  should  most  certainly  make  iise  of 
Mrs.  Birch,  was  he  present ;  but  God  keeps  us 
faK  enough  apart,  that  there  may  be  none  of 
these  Welch  battles.  I  yesterday  dropped  you 
a  line,  informing  you  that  I  was  going  into  Kent, 
where  his  Excellency  sends  me  word  hef  ^11         g 


,  9ft 

«W«?  ,*od  meet  m^  oa.n^t  Mp>\%  ^Jf^!^, 
Qp^  blea^  thee,  and>eplj?eft  ,^,jjrayf|.-^^ 

.  The.tilyef«y;49£SiiNipca^,.^^^ 


rr:;.»'  ■ 


•   f 


'.    I  ■ .  '  •    :  y  . .  •   I ' ; )     4     i  I i   .  I     ( ( f  )  -  ( « (  H^|(  I Vllt 

TO  THE  84AIE,..    ..,.,4.KP«ri^ 

I  ALMOST  long  to  know  how  my  dea|r^,  fri€||^ 
cpme&oo,  whether  be  gained  any  thing  by  tracing 
the  Xast  yi&ity  find  if  there  be  any  breakiqg  OMV^ff 
breaking  forth  from  the  prison^,  from  t(^,  <;b«ua 
of  sin,  and  from,  the  yoke  of  bondage,  ^  amonj^||^  ' 
tipple.  The  riog-straked,  spotted,  and  fpap|^ 
aheepv  ^^  ^  be  the  shepherd's  biri^  ^.^sq  shaU  Jto 
righteousness  of  the  shepherds^  ^Qsw^r  for  tl^ 
iatini&i^  to  come.  ^  .^^ 

,We  got  hqmcf  saf(^  and  in  gpod  time^.  aii4,fll!<> 
mucfai  attended  in  the  ministry j  nor  b^ye  ][  h^ 
one  barren  time  in  the  pulpit,  since  my  Tnjoxjfjh 
jvbich  is  not  common^  and  tp  me  it  iamo^t  W09* 
derfuL  Bless  God  I  am  still  lodging  , for  ,fp 
increase  in  the  Lord's  harvest,  and  I  bave  ^gppd 
tidings  from  ,0.  in  Kent,  three  of  whoio  eame.  P 
bear  n^e.  last  Lord's  Pay;,  and  I  aiq  ;^y  pfr* 
suaded  that  they  came  not  in  vain  :  I  am  going 


nit^^ 
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pwach  there  next  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
nings,  if  God  permit  O  my  dearly  belMrcid 
npanion,  what  debtors  are  we  to  free  grace. 
•w,  bow  many  comply  with  a  few  legal  convic- 
oft,  which  are  attended  with  no  life,  no  >  appe- 
i,  no  relish  for  the  passovery-no  hunger  after 
hteousnesSy  nor  any  thirst  for  the  love  and 
our  of  God|  and  therefore  get^ease  and  secu- 
j  at  the  foot  of  Sinai,  and  fetch  all  their  hopes 
d  comforts  from  the  law  that  condemns  them; 
t  never,  never  arise  to  that  evangelical  influence, 
it  makes  the  sabbath  of  God  holy  and  honour- 
ed   Christ  precious,  and  God  the  delight  of 

sotiL 

rtie  only  way  to  attain  this  is  by  tracing  the 
!)steps  of  his  providence,  observing  the  work'OC 

*liands,  and-  yielding  to  the  dictates'  and 
^Ises  of  hts  most  holy  and  most  blessed  Spirit; 
''^iil'e  I  am  that  often  when  I  am  admiring  hjs 
IdB  without,  my  soul  is  sensibly  ttfactied 
tin.  If  he  lays  on  the  rod  of  afBiction,  he 
»  to  the  afflicted;  Pray;  if  he  gives  joy  attd 
'iiess,  he  expects  thanksgiving,  and  the  voice 
teelody.  In  a  joyous  frame,  he  expects 
iaing;  but  when  in  a  meek  and  quiet  frame  of 
K  'he  requires  familiarity,  and  a  holy  boldness ; 
ttiiver  can  a  poor  believer  make  so  fVee  a&  when 
Boul  is  truly  poor  and  needy.  "  The  poor,^ 
a  the  Wiseman,  *'heareth  not  rebuke;"  there 
nothing  in    all   God's    book    agaimt    hm^ 
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"  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  apirit,  (or  theirs  is  ik 
kingdom  of  God."    True  yolie-feliow,  adieu. 

'"■  -t  Ever  yours  in  faitli  and  afiecuoti) 

mar.-..  ..-H/ii.!  .•-,  ■  W.  H.  S.»: 

ail.jil.«|(i>  .,iii'»,Mi  ■  .  ji    ... 

r'f^'l^ElTER  XXXVII. 
'IA-'.!"i.-/.  'TO  MISS  "a;    ■  • 

Your  tetter  has  brought  me  Iqwer  tfaa^i  I «»!, 
for  of  late  I  have  been  of  a  sorrowful  spirit 
The  dcatli  of  your  poor  Aunt,  the  sickness  of 
your  surviving  Aunt  and  Uncle,  and  the  often 
intirmities  of  poor  M.  is  sorrow  upon  sorrow. 
£ut  our  dear  Jesus  hves,  and  his  grace  is  endle.-^ 
health  and  eternal  life,  nor  shall  hell  itself  ew 
deprive  us  of  thii.  We  love  one  another  noR- 
and  this  is  the  bond  of  the  covenant,  the  bond  of 
union,  and  the  bond  of  all  perfectiicss;  aii 
this  bond  every  sharp  trial  both  increases  add 
strengthens.  Death  shall  not  dissolve  it,  aod 
eternity  itself  will  only  perfect  it. 

How  did  my  soul  cleave  to  you,  and  others  C 
my  dear  fraternity,  when  this  trouble  first  caae 
upon  me;  how  did  I,  and  still  do  loathe  Lbi^ 
malicious  and  envious  world ;  I  comforted  niv- 
self  to  think  I  was  old,  and  should  soon  see  an 
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95 

"^ted.-  'Nothing,  look  which  way  you  n^yi^iis  to 
be  saeii  butlust,  pride,  and  eyei^  vanity,  fuod  .a 
tindeir  box  within,  inflamed  at  every  spark,,  and 
setting  on  fire  the  whole  frame  of  nature.  '^  Bu( 
this^  this  is  the  will  of  him  that  ;3eot  me ;  of  all  be 
hath  given  me,  I  should  lose  ooitbiog,  but.raise.it 
up  at  the  last  day."  Our  bodies  and  souls  wo 
God*s  work,  and  given  to  Christ,  and  not  one 
hair  of  our  head  shall  ever  perish.  But  the  old 
man,  sin,  is  the  corruption  of  our  nature;  ''All 
flesh  hath  corrupted  its  way." 

Satan  corrupted  us  from  the  original  holiness 

that  we  had  of  God.     To  purge  us  from  this  by 

'  blood,  to  counteract  the  remains  of  it  by .  gra<Se, 

*  *  to  change  our  vile  bodies  at  last,  and  to  fashion 

-  them  like  the  glorious  body  of  Christ,  is  the  work 

in  hand.     This  good  work,   my  dear  girls  and 

sisters,  is  begun,  and  will  be  carried  on,  and  be 

perfected  in  the  day  of  Christ,    when  the  body 

rises ;  this  is  what  David  means,  "  The  Lord  will 

'perfect  that  which  concerneth  me:  thy  mercy,  O 

' '  Lord,  endureth  for  ever ;  forsake  not  the  works 

■  *-of  thine  own  hands,"  Psal.  cxxxviii.  8.     Sure  I 

'  «m,  and  I  feel  it  now,  that  every  cross  and  sore 

trial  mortifies  sin,  and  deadens  the  soul  to  it ;  the 

^'effect  of  this,  meekness,  humility,  and  self-abase* 

'  ment,  searching,  seeking,   crying,  praying;   and 

'^  after  this  faith,  hope,  and  love  rise  up,  with  new 

Btrength,  life,  and  vigour. 
*'     The  devil  hates  the  furnace,  his  sweet  morsels 
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Christian  Reader,^ 

The  first  letter  of  this  Seventh  Part  of  the 
^  Gleanings  of  the  Vintage/  was  written  about  the 
same  period  of  my  Father's  life  as  the  first  five 
letters  in  the  Sixth,  and  was  addressed  to  the 
same  person ;  at  which  time  it  is  clearly  mahi* 
fested  that  he  carried  coals.  It  should  have 
appeared  with  those;  but  when  I  copied  them 
for  the  press,  I  was  somewhat  divided  in  my 
mind  whether  I  would  insert  it  or  not  I  have, 
however,  since  come  to  a  conclusion  upon  it; 
and  though  it  may  not  please  every  reader,  still 
there  is  such  a  characteristic  simplicity,  and 
marked  attention  to  the  welfare  of  souls,  dis-* 
played  in  it,  that  I  have  judged  M  worthy  of  a 
place  among  his  other  letters. 

E.  HUNTINGTON. 

Wgh  Street, 
Nov.  30,  1813. 
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LETTERS. 


LETTER  I. 


TO  MR.  S.  W. 


Thamw  Dittpa. 
r  J  dear  ^vh, 

I  THIS  day  received  yoar  letter  with  joy, 
give  you  thanks  for  the  same.  I  have  beea 
re  to  Woking  since  my  brother  P.  left  me. 
r  time  before  last,  coming  home,  I  was  most 
i^dfully  tempted  indeed  ;  but  the  blessed  Jesos 
feed  me  up  a^in  by  calling  me  to  visit  aw  old 
»,  whom  I  bad  once  seen  before.  When  I 
^  I  found  him  in  dreadful  horror,  and  callxDig 
Cod^  and  when  I  began  to  tell  him  bow- he 
himself  he  found  it  would  do  for  kioci,  and 
tg  thick  of  hearing  he  pulled  oflT  his  bat  and 
^  and  luid  bis  aged  car  to  hear  the  worc^  and 
::!  was  melted  down  in  tears.  I  left  him 
Ui/g.     Pray  for  him. 

^be  last  Sunday  I  thought  to  be  at  Mitcbam ; 
^tended  to  go  last  Saturday  to  Camberwelt^ 


and  Mitcbain,  and  EwolV  "t'^^P^T^  *'^  ' 
Horsham;  but  the  frost  bro^c,  aij,cl  I  was  called  '^ 
to  Woking.  I  found  beavcn  on  carijj  in  iny  i 
journey.  I  wcnl  weeping,  tearing  precioiw  seed, 
God  gi-Unt  I  may  return,  and  bring  my  tbeaves 
nith  111?,  Amen.  When  I  cauie.I  ii'as  gludlj;  I 
received.  One  of  our  sisters  was  very  ill,  and 
her  husband  is  a  pliarisee  and  ao  enemy,  and  hb 
daughter  likewise  opposed  her  mother,  though 
she  often  came  to  hear  ine.  Well,  I  went  to  soc 
her,  and  the  father  was  at  home,  and  behaved 
very  civil ;  but  when  I  began  to  talk  be  heard 
awhite,  but  soon  withdrew,  being  a  lovej-  ofdack-i 
ness,  and  therefore  a  hater  of  lighL  I  spent 
some  (ime  in  prayer;  and"  the  daughter  being 
convicted  of  being  an  enemy  to  her  mother,  cried 
out,  and  Mr.  H.  kept  her  company  in  weeping; 
I  had  much  ado  to  pacily  her,  and  my  bowels 
yearned  towards  them;  so  I  left  ihem  in  the 
spirit  of  meekness:  God  grant  that  we  may  meet 
again  where  we  shall  cry  no  more,  Ainen,  and  do 
you  say  Amen  to  it. 

I  likewise  visited  a  poor  cripple,  that  had  ion« 
desired  to  see  tliis  William,  the  parson,  and  be 
*cemed  all  car;  the  Lord  affect  liis  heart,  Ameo. 
The  forenoon  and  afternoon  service,  I  was  happv, 
but  before  tiie  evening  in  trouble.  The  clerk's 
wife  and  daughter  seemed  convinced,  and  the 
clerk  wanted  to  hear,  but  was  afraid  to  come 
openly  thougli  dcsii^ous;  so,  like  Xicodemu,*,  "? 
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eatne  in  the  night,  and  was  shut  in  a  room  just 
against  the  wall  where  I  stood  to  speak.  I 
thought  of  him^  and  though  in  chains  just  before, 
God  gave  me  great  power  and  liberty  indeed; 
God  grant  he  may^  like  Nicodemus,  come  forth 
to  the  light,  and  beg  of  God  the  Father,  his  cruci- 
fied Son,  for  his  soul's  salvation.  Amen. 
'  In  the  morning  we  awaked  about  three  o'clock, 
and  tiie  Lord  was  with  me  indeed,  and  we  sung^ 
and  prayed,  and  parted  in  love,  O  bless  the  Lord 
for  it.  INIy  master  has  got  a  new  bargeman,  and 
one  morning  master  gave  him  and  me  a  breakfast 
together  alone,  at  Christmas.  I  began  to  speak 
to  him  about  God  in  the  spirit  of  meekness^ 
sinc6  that,  God  has  given  me  his  ear;  pray  God 
to  conquer  his  heart.  This  night  he  blessed  me, 
and  tells  me  he  begins  to  fed,  God  grant  it  may 
be  Christ  crucified  in  his  heart,  Amen,  Ix)rd 
Jesus.  He  tells  my  master  he  loves  William, 
Gud  grant  he  may  love  Christ  Master  has 
giY^en  him  leave  to  go  to  Woking  with  me,  O  that 
he  may  go  to  heaven  with  me,  Amen.  You  tcil 
iiie  you  are  tempted  by  the  devil;  obey  Gods 
voice,  give  all  you  have  to  him,  and  then  you 
are  not  your  own,  you  arc  bought  with  a  price, 
and  God  is  your  wall  of  salvation. 

Praise  him  for  liis  wonderful  creation.  Praise 
him  for  his  work  of  works  in  sinner's  salvation. 
Praise  liim  for  his  dear  Son.  Praise  him  for  his 
preciow  blood.     Praise  him  for  lii&  Holy  Spirit. 
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fbv  1^  |Hreckm& Jo!M.    Praise  hiffit:  ;(or^Jv^  Vogi^ 
etinA  ftiilt,  ,^Priaao<  hifli..for  t^^  .lt^^?flM>-^^ 

for  5<ihr^n  fran !(;.  .  ,^  ,  .,;,•  ,,^  i^- j^ 
Prai^bim.fo^a.quiet  spiijit  ^KWiJ^ifllfQ^ 
a  broken  heart.  Praise  bia  ^r-^v^^i'.^<*;'icM^ 
Qciencfl;  Pjfaise.  biob  for  Jioly  4eiirvit  .1  iPnl^u 
htpf.  for  1  d4[)irituai  tbirsk  ^f^^  M^ill^jflU 
reaped:  wiU.  .Praise  bim  fiy  Jbia  "^yji^^jfffl^i' 
%bt!  Praise  bim  for  your  beavenly  ?i0*f  jPffifj^ 
biBi  for  the  bope  of  glory.  » 

.  Praiae  bim  for  engaged  strength;*  Prait*  Inoa 
for  a  precious  soul.  Praise  bim  for  bis  gf^ce 
to  'sare  it.  Praise  him  for  his  power  ta  keep 
it.  Praise  bim  for  bis  watchful  eye.  Praiae 
bun  for  his  guardiatf  ang^lsi  Piaipe  bim  for  your 
holy  wars.  Praise  him  for  your  perfect  weak- 
nessk 

Praise  bim  for  his  word  of  promise;  Praite 
bim;  for  his  bumbling  rod»  Praise  bim  foir  boidi 
law  and  gospel.  Praise  bim  for  his  mef^/onv: 
us.  Praise  him  for  all  bumbling  trials.  !Pfaalt» 
ium  for  instruction,  from  them*  Praise  bim  laiid 
your  Lord  aud  God  Praise  him  for  tbe.  spiritttf/r 
meekness.  .  in^'^i^f 

Let  all  mankind  from  north  to  souths  ipnfiaaJ 
my^  God  with  heart  and  mouth.  Praise  ;ttl|^» 
Lordy  ye  saints  of  lighti  praise  my  iGod^boAd 
day  and  .night.     Praise  bim.  for  your  life  aw);; 
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brIMfli,  praise  iti;^  Christ  bolb  heaven  Md 
cartt  Praise  him  for  a  spiritual  ear,  praise 
Mm  for  his  godly  fear.  Praise  him  for  his 
hninfliation^  praise  him  in  his  exaltation.  Praise 
him  in  all  the  hymns  you  sing,  praise  him  your 
prophet,  priest,  and  king.  Let  every  tongue,  in 
cvftry  head,  praise  thte  Judge  of  quick  and 
dead.  Praise  the  Lord  from  pole  to  pole,  praise 
hiita  tKat  saved  my  helpless  soul.  Praise  the 
Lotd  from  coast  to  coast,  praise  Father,  Son, 
kad  Holy  Ghost. 


•i^'■     .'    v    ■ 

•             ■ 

}.'i''.  i     ■■  ■'.■ 

• 

• 
•  ■    ►     >    ■ 

-  .  1 . 

T.F/rrER  II. 

TO  MISS  E.  B. 

^'  TnA  last  time  I  heard  from  my  dear  friend, 
ahe  was  in  a  very  flourishing  state,  comfortably 
eailairged,  and  somewhat  confirmed  and  esta*^ 
bliahed;  at  such  seasons  they  can  reign  as  kings, 
with  the  toil  of  labourers.  But  these  flourishing 
seasons  are  of  short  duration,  and  after  a  sweet 
banquet  the  appetite  is  but  the  keener  when  fast* 
ing  days  come  on:  ''Can  the  children  of  the 
bride-chamber  fast,  while  the  bridegroom  is  with 
them  ?"*  ^Oy  it  is  impossible,  but  the  time  is  sure 


But  lliis  going  and 
.  diMjiitguish  between 
Utoenaheold'iDBa  ar 
RabMf  ttnd  mote,  aeqw 
*lnne  -ftrteseoos  -n  it 
longvbsenee,  tft&  ttr 
■beHiiore^thaakfuUyi 
M'seeKiiDr  Uie  spM 
lutdifivovdked  her  to^ 
apprehension  became 
both  by  his  voice,  an 
"  It  is  the  voice  of 
saying,  Open  to  me,' 
that  he  sought  after, 
guish  between  the  oh 
man,  so  called  by  P* 
ttivine  iiaiurc:   antt  p 
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poor  children,  i$  to  preserve,  revive,  enliven,  and 
Strengthen  the  good  work  of  grace;  '*Tb}'  visita<- 
Uop,"  says  Job,  "  hath  preserved  ray  spirit," 
Job  X.  18;  for,  ''  Thou  hast  granted  me  life  and 
ifovour,''  and  visited  me  to  keep  that  life  and 
ftiK>ur  from  falling  to. decay.  This  is  what  David 
tttiides  to,  whea he  says,  ''The  Lord  will  perfect 
that  which  concerneth  me.  Thy  mercy,  O  Lord, 
oadareth  for  ever;  forsake  net  the  work  of  thine 
OVD  bainds.'^  To  this  Christ  allude^  when  upon 
mery  visit  he  says,  ''  Behold  my  reward  is  with 
pie^aad'my  work  before  me;"  every  visit  there-* 
fwe^'is  to  renew  this  new  man:  "The  inner 
imiD,*'  says  Paul,  ''is  rene^red  day  by  day,"" 
(toioei  if  we  observe  upon  every  appearance  of 
the^  Lord's, presence,  the  heart  is  enlarged,  the 
wol:  refreshed,  faith  gets  active,  hope  abounds, 
love  draws,  meekness  softens,  contrition  affords  a 
pleasing  smart;  be  deals  kindness  by  his  counie- 
ntace,  and  recalls  former  miscarriages,  and  coyl v 
Mfuses  iiis  tenderness  upon  a  deep  sense  of 
mworthiness,  and  reflections  of  former  unbelief^' 
loapatience,  and  bard  thoughts  of  his  loi!^g  delay ; 
tfab  fills  the  soul  with  true  humility,  and  self- 
hmtbing,  under  which  much  nearness,  boldness, 
freedom  of  access,  great  liberty,  and  strong 
piersuaBions,  and  comfortable  claims  are  granted ; 
our  interest  appears  clear,  and  our  evidences 
bright^  and  love  appears  perfect;  and  we  resolve. 


14 

aod  fully   inteod  in  all  future  periods,  to  quit 
ourselves  like  men. 

But,  alas,  when  Christ  has  revived  hi»  work, 
and  ia  gone,  tlten  coines-satBO  to  stir  up  ever; 
branch  of  his  dominion,  every  loyal  subject  to  hi» 
interest,  and  every  corruption,  or  every  fa£uliv, 
power,  or  affection  of  our  hearts,  whicb  he,  Iff 
the  fall  of  man,  has  corrupted,  and  vitiated,  aod 
alienated  from  God.  Not  only  unbeiiefi  hard- 
ness, rebellion,  enmity,  pride,  and  revengtt,  but 
every  natural  inclination  to  evil;  this  is  the  old 
man,  and  these  two  will  war,  as  long  as  ir«  lim 
in  this  vale  of  tears,  this  enchanting  and  ensnaring 
spot,  and  as  long  as  we  are  in  tliis  body  of  sin  and 
death:  thus  our  Lord's  visits  and  absence  distin- 
guish between  sin  and  grace.  And  tbis  my  de»r 
friend  must  expect  to  bo  the  daily  task  of  bearinj 
the  cross,  till  the  cross  give  way  to  tlie  crom, 
and  tribulation  ends  in  eternal  tranquillity. 

I  have  for  this  forliiiglit  back  bad  a  bad  coldi 
fever,  cough,  hoarseness,  and  much  shorlnesjof 
breath,  but  am  somewhat  better.  I  have  \oBf 
lived  in  expectation  of  seeing  my  old  companiofl 
in  travail,  and  his  two  daughters,  but  all  hope  on 
that  ground  has  been  destroyed,  on  which  accOioi 
I  send  these  few  scraps.  The  heavens  bless  bj 
poor  friends,  and  all  at  the  Bower,  is  the  dii'j 
prayer  of, 

W.  H.  S.S 


i 
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LETTER  III. 


TO  THE  SAMR. 


Tlie  Cabin.    Moiulfty« 

Once  more  I  come  to  enquire  after  the 

\  ncalfh,  the  wealth,  and  the  prosperity  of  my  dear 
iGqiehd;  knowing  that  there  is  balm  still  in  Gilead, 
or  among  the  witnesses  of  God,  and  a  physician 

7  tWre,  tfrat  is  in  every  purged  conscience;  and 
near  to  every  broken  heart,  in  order  to  save 
every  contrite  spirit:  "  His  reward  is  with  tiirh." 
jEyety  band  for  binding  up,  every  cordial  for  re- 

"^  viving  drooping  spirits,  every  bitter  ingredient  for 

'"'  strengthening  the  stomach,  and  promoting  appe- 
.tile*  oil  and  myrrh,  milk  and  honey,  wine  and 

*  sjpices.  "  All  his  garments  smell  of  myrrh,  aloes, 
aqd  cassia,  out  cjf  the  ivory  palaces,"  all,  all,  for 

**  pur  use,  for  our  good,  and  for  our  growth. 

''  His  reward  is  -4with  him.  and  his  work  before 

^  bim  :**    and    what   is    that  ?    '^  From    all  their 

filtbiness,  and  from  all  their  idols, **  says  Christ, 

7**i  will  cleanse  them;"  **I  will  clothe  thee  with 

'  change  of  raiment,'"  Zech.  iii.  4.     And  he  shall 

feed  them,  and  keep  them  as  a  shepherd  does  his 

lock ;  this  is  his  charge,  and  he  is  the  good  Shepr 
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herd,  and  will  be  faithful,  tender,  and  watchful, 
for  he  that  keepeth  Israel  never  slumbers  nor 
sleeps,  PsaL  exxi.  4.  We  are  God  s  choice,  and 
his  own  purchase,  and  he  will  lose  nothing  of  his 
own,  no,  not  an  hair  of  the  head  shall. perish,  for 
these  are  all  numbered.  And  if  matters  are  so^ 
will  he  ever  forget  our  persons,  or  once  let  oor 
names  slip  fVom  his  divine  mind,  or'be  banished 
from  his  memory?  ^^O  thou  of  little^ fndi^ 
wherefore  dost  thou  doubt, **  when  thontwt:ia 
sdch  safe,  and  such  powerful  bands.        >'  i    * 

I  daily  remember  you  all  in  my  poor,  kapaiilGt 
prayers,  for  I  love,  and  I  long  to  see  tbe  kingdom 
of  Christ  enlarged ;  and  I  have  some  satisfiw^n 
on  this  head.  Let  nothing  damp  thee,  to  slacken 
thy  diligence;  *^  The  diligent  soul  shall  be  made 
fat ;"  it  is  bold  faith,  and  strong  faith,  that  gives 
glory  to  God,  which  maintains  its  bold,  and 
repeats  its  claims,  suits,  and  pleas,  when  heaven 
and  earth  seem  to  combine  against  us.  I  have 
this  day  sent  a  scrap  to  poor  Mary.  God  Mess 
my  dear  friend,  so  prays 

Her  most  ajfectionate, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


J7 


LETl'ER  IV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

The  Doctor  to  his  Little  One,  sendeth  Greeting,  ^ith  perfect 

peace  and  at  such  a  time. 

This  is  Saturday,  and  I  have  been  w  the 
nnga  of  vain  imagination  fiK  or  six  times  to  fi. 
I^vc  lately,  in  order  to  prevent  my  going  out 
of  the  chapol  on  Sunday  nights^  whea  I  am  so 
Ikrtir  JHtd  a  new   bed  put  up  in  the  study  at 

ohapel,  and  there  I  have  slept  for 
time.  On  Tbuisday  night  kat,  being 
Chnstmas  eve,  I  went  there  to  bed  at  Mven 
o^clock;  I  waked  up  at  midnight,  an4  ehewed 
over  my  Christmas^-day  text,  and  after  this 
dropped  Q£f  again,  and  into  the  land  of  Nod  I  went. 
I  jlreamed  that  I  was  on  a  large  barren  common, 
mnd  a  person  stepped  up  to  me  and  told  mo,  tint 
was  the  way  to  the  mill ;  I  set  off  down  a  descent, 
and  soon  came  to  the  mill,  and  -something  told 
me  that  tliere  weifp  none  in  that  place  but  what 
would  be  glad  to  see  mc.  The  mill  stood  very 
pleasant,  and  before  it  a  beautiful  stone  building, 
and  at  the  front  of  that  a  delightful  river,  and 
one  lady  walking  by  It,  who  looked  at  inc,  smiled 
and  curtseyed.  I  said,  You  have  been  at  great 
expence  here,  she  said  she  had,  and  L  awoke.     I 

B 
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thought  of  thQ  two  grinding  at  the  miU|  the  6ne 
taken,  the  other  left,  and  of  Peter*s  buirding  of 
living  stones,  and  of  John's  river  of  the  water  of 
life,  and  then  sunk  down  into  the  land  of  forget- 
fulness  again,  and  behold  another  dream. 

I  dreamed  that  I  was  in  a  very  large,  old/  and. 
ruinous  house,  but  it  had  pleasant  gardens;  in 
t^s  house  there  was  you,  your  father,  mother,  v 

Mary,  and  John,  and  we  all  walked  about  for 

•    ■    ■  ^     •''•'■■■'  «■ 

some  time :  at  last  all  sat  down  in  a  large  ronomj 
and  I  was  to  wash  the  feet  of  you  all :  1  was  t6  . 
begin  with  you,  then  your  father  who  s^i  next 
then  your  mother,  then  Mary,  and  then  John.,    |^ 
began,  and  washed  your's  quite  clean,  and  when 
I  had  done,  you  looked  hard  at  me,  and^said, 
I  thirtk  I  have  got  some  spots  about  my  nose^.. 
I  lookikl,  and  there  were  two  spots  upon  one  chcejc,  . 
one  upon  the  other,  and  two  little  ones  upon  yoiir 
upper  lip.      I  got  those  off  the  same  way  the  , 
Saviour  healed  the  blind  man,  I  spit  upon  n;iy 
handkerchief,   and   rubbed  them  all  off,    and  I 
thought  I  never  saw  you  look  so  cheerful  in  my 
life.     I  then  began  upon  your  father,  but  by  the 
motion  of  my  arms  in  rubbing,  I  awoke  myself, 
before  I  had   fuiished  the  work   that  I  was  t9  . 
do. 

I  thought  of  our  Lord's  washing  the  disciples' 
feet,  and  of  Peter's  desire  to  have  the  same  to  be 
done  to  his  hands  and  his  head,  and  of  our 
Lord's  answer  to  him ;  and  then  I  thought  of  this 
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t^xt,  '*  If  I  then,  your  Lord  and  Master,  have 
wasted  your  feet,  ye  also  ought  to  wash  one  ano- 
ther's feet,**  Jolin  xiii.  14.  Then  I  considered 
what  that  of  washing  one  another's  feet  should 

* 

mean,  and  likewise  what  is  meant  by  the  feet. 
Those  who  believe  in  Christ  are  pardoned,  justi* 
iied,  and  sa\)cti&ed,  and  therefore  complete  in 
Christ,  and  of  course  clean  every  whit,  and  need 
no  more  washing,  save  to  wash  the  feet ;  ^  which 
signifies  the  whole  of  our  conversation  through 
life  in  the  course  of  our  pilgrimage,  in  which  we 
o^en  offend  in  thought,^  word,  or  deed,  add 
wiiich  disquiets  the  mind,  disturbs  our  peace^ 
offends  our  conscience,  weakens  our  faith,  en- 
courages  satan,  and  brings  on  the  rod  of  God. 
^^  What  I  do  thou  knowest  not  now,''  says  Tesus 
to  Siinon,  **  but  thou  shalt  know  hereafter,"  John 
xiii.  7 ;  which  was  fulfilled  when  Peter  fell,  'then 
he  wanted  his  feet  washed,  for  he  was  down^ 
and  his  mouth  too,  for  he  had  cursed  and 
swore. 

But  what  can  be  meant  by  washing  one  ano- 
thier^s  feet,  did  the  apostles  ever  do  this  ?  I  believe 
not  How  does  the  Lord  purge  and  save  us? 
**With  the  washing  of  water,  by  the  word/' 
Ephes.  V.  S6;  this  is  the  way  that  he  sanctifies 
and  cleanses  bis  church :  that  water  is  the  renew* 
iag  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  called  the  washing  of 
re^neration,   Titus  iii.  5.     But  then  why  is  it 
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called,  the  washing  ai  water  by  the  motil 
Because  God  gives  testiuiony  to  the  word  of  his 
grace,  liy  accompanying  it  with  the  Holy  Spirit; 
the  word  comes  in  power,  in  the  Holy  Gbost,  ind 
ill  much  assurance,  iThess.  i.  5;  rherefore  to 
preach  comforting,  and  encouraging  words  W 
fallen  saints,  backsliding  spul%  and  to  such  as 
have  offended,  tb&iioly  jSpiwt  appiymg  the  word, 
pardon  and  peace  is  reo^wed,  and  the  ftet  aie 
afresh  washed  again.     ,  j  t     ,,  i 

By  the  cheeks  of  my  little  od^  I  uDderataDd 
the  heart  and  conscience  fpf  wh«n  these  are 
clean  we  can  lift  up  our  face  without  spot  to 
God,  Job  xi.  15 ;  but  when  these  are  foul,  i  am 
bow^d  down,  I  am  so  troubled  I  cannot  look  up. 
The  spot  on  my  little  one's  Up,  betoken  some 
mutterings ;  your  lips  have  muttered  perversenean 
saith  the  prophet ;  and  of  himself  at  conversioa 
he  says,  "  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  Upa."  TUiS 
has  the  Lord  told  oic  what  thou  bast  been  at,  and 
I  was  employed  to  rub  it  all  off,  and  who  kooHi 
but  the  living  water  may  attend  this  epistle,  aod 
do  the  work  of  the  whole  dreamy  I  never  un- 
derstood these  things  of  washing  the  feet  so  clew 
before.  After  my  dreams,  I  liad  a  glorious  tinieiD 
the, pulpit,  and  after  tliat  good  news  from— n 
I  have  hope  of  five  poor  soula  there.  Aboot 
three  weeks  before  Christmas,  now  twenty-cigb 
years  ago,  I  was  brought  forth  the  second  tin^ 
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on  which  I  thought  with  many  tears.  I  send  this 
ta;B«  expecting  you  are  altogether  there.  My 
WMt  cordial  love  to  father,  mother,  Mary,  and' 
John* 

God  bless  you  all, 

W.  H.  S.S. 


» • 


LETTER  V. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


'^* '  Beikc^  returned  from  the  journey,  I  am 
c<Mringto  enquire  how  my  beloved  friend  doesL 
I  nee  I  have  not  laboured  in  vain  in  ,  some 

I  have  shook  themselves  from  the  dust,  and  loosed 
ibli  'bands  of  their  neck;  wb3e  others  look  out 
of  iobteurity,  and  struggle  to  come  forth  out  o^ 
thie^  holes :  some  hang  their  harps  on  the  w3- 
loMfl^  and  two  or  three  go  forth  in  the  dances  of 
dMNti^  that  make  merry. 

But  hoi^r  is  it  with  my  old  con^nion  in  tni- 

VaU?   I  have  no  doubt  hot  her  mind  is  often 

-  'bafieted,  her  understanding  beclouded^  her  peace 

;  duH^iieted,  her  resting  place  disturbed,  her  u6- 

jbelief  strengthened,    and   every  gpod   thoog|ht 

ecMtened ;  but  after  all,  this  is  no  more  than  the 

tiewfd  works,  movit^g  our  intired  corroptions: 

nod  this  we  know  is  the  war  that  God  himself 


curses  Irom  the  holy  1 
quiver,  no  vindictive 
anger,  no  black  de: 
perdition,  no  dread 

Nay,  80  far  froiq  tl 
onset  is  over,  that  the 
ttje  work,  gives  fresh 
los^s,  Tecriiits  our  ai 
fortitude  to  renew  ( 
9(|ldjers  figiit  well  wbt 
i^i^a,  ftpd  led  on  in  tj 
^  again.  And  sure  I  ai 
any  renewing  of  our 
ragement,  no  more  vi 
cordials,  no  good  che 
us  forth  agaio,  if  h 
war,  and  of  our  cont 
fight  and  beat  the  a: 
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Wben  we  have  hothiag  left  but  the  bare  renietn- 
'  fhrance  of  thetn. '  Keep  on,  the  Lord  of  Hosts  is 
-^fcbth  bur  Comrtiander  and  our  arinouK  aiid  we 
^i&^  ho  more  than  mere  machines  in  this  vfar. 
^*X5tid  love  to  Mary,  and  accept  the  same. 

'^  W.H.  S.S. 


K  L<  .  •  ■  ■■       :     '  ■'■■■■•  ;■> 
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LETTER  VI. 


» *  - ,  1 


y 


TO  TH5  SAME. 


^(^j<t    .  ,  Ciicklevrood,  Edgjewfiro  KfHift 

'^'^^My  iWarly  Bi-tevedintbcLord,  .  :     '  '  ' 

■  ■  ■>       ".  § 

'  ^''  Your's  came  safe  to  band,  and  I  was  glad  to 
'Vear  of  the  reviral  of  the  good  work  id  thee;  and 
^Hideed  it  is  no  more  than  what  I  firmly  beliered 
"Wbiild  be  the  case  when  I  set  out.  God  will  not 
Sibittetifd  for  ever,  nor  will  he  be  always  wrath; 
"^^is  anger  endures  but  a  moment^  in  his  ftivour 
^  life ;  weeping  may  fendure  for  a  night,  but  joy 
^<fbMeth  in  the  morhing,^  Psal.  xxx.  5.  Our  souls 
«1i{i^  daturally  wedded  to  the  law ;  a  self-righteous 
^i^rit  which  is  natural  to  us^  often  betrays  us 
^tito  a  labyrinth  of  bondage,  h^nce  the  apostle 
'"^tttnated,  that  there  is  a  necessity  of  being 
MdK^oYced  from' the  law,  by  the  condemning  sen- 
^^ttfrice  thereof.      ^VAVhelerore,  my  brcthreti,  yc 
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also  are  become  dead  to  the  law*,  tliat  ye  shoold?*- 

be  married  to  another^  even  to  bim  who  is  raised  ^'^ 
from  the  dead,  that  we  should  bring  forth  frniV-' 
unto  God,"  Rom.  vii.  4.  '  ■ '  '^^'^ 

A  legal  spirit  betrays  us  into  slavish  fea!r,  aM^'f" 
slavish  fear,  which  the  law  communicates,  influ^<"' 
enceth  the  soul,  and  mingleth  ivrath  and  tefro^^'-'^ 
with  it;  it  gendereth  to  bondage^  Gal.  iv.  24^ 
and  the  motions  of  sin   which  are  by  thb  law^^^ 
discovered,  irritated,   and  stirred  up,    such  'a^*^> 
enmity,   unbelief,    and   rebellion,    work  in  oOt»' 
members,  to  bring  forth  fruit  unto  death,  Hbte^^ 
vii.  5.     Hence  my  dear  little  one  may  see*  tK^'^ 
cieed  of  a  divorce  from  the  law,  because  it  CAh^' 
give  no  life,  and  therefore  under  it  dead  flruiti-'' 
and  nothing  else  can  be  brought  forth.     Bntthri' 
bond  of  the  new  covenant  is  love,  and  the  bond 
of  the  old  covenant  is  wrath,  hence  it  is  said  ttf ' 
work  wrath;  and  as  it  binds  the  sinner  over  to'* 
punishment,  so  the  poor  criminal  is  kept  in  tor* 
menting  fear  of  punishment,  and  bowed  down  t^ 
the  meditations  of  terror.  ' 

Unpardoned  guilt,  and  the  law's  curse,  always 
go  together ;  and  the  curse  and  wrath  of  a  broken 
law  hold  the  sinner  fast ;  nor  can  he  ever  get  free, 
but  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb:  ^^The  sting  of 
death  is  sin,  and  the  strength  of  sin  is  the  law,* 
1  Cor.  XV.  56.  Faith  eyes  the  atonement  and 
satisfaction  of  Christ,  and  deals  with  his  blood  for 
pardon;  and  when  applied,  '^  By  the  blood  of 
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tbj;  covenanC  says  the  Father,  ^^  I  have  sent 
forth  thy  prisoners  out  of  the  pit,  wherein  is  no 
water.  Turn  ye  to  the  strong  hold»  ye  prisoners 
of  hope,"'Zech.  ix.  ll,  12.  This  is  God's  com- 
mand, that  Christ's  prisoners  of  hope  turn  their^ 
eyes  to  him,  who  is  their  high  tower,  strong  holdy 
and  safeguard,  Nahum  i.  7. 

I  have  informed  my  little  one,  that  the  bond  of  - 
the  covenant  of  grace  is  love ;  a  covenant  Is  a  ' 
Inurgaio  made  between  two  persons  or  more;'^ 
God*s  covenant  was  a  bargain  made   betweeta' 
G94^Wd  his  son,  in  which  bargain  God  promised' ' 
afM):  fixed  his  free  love  upon  us,  and  ordained  iis 
to  life  and  glory.     Christ  on  his  part  agreed  to 
ta|i:ie  our  nature^  and  die  to  redeem  us  from  siri,  * 
and  from  the  curse  that  we  were  under,  by  obey* 
ing  4he  law,  and  dying  in  our  room  and  stead ; 
and  this  was  the  debt  which  the  surety  paid  down. 
The  bond  of  the  covenant  was,  that  God  pro- 
mised, upon  the  satisfaction  of  Christ  to  ti^rn  his 
i^ath  from  us,  and  to  love  us  freely,  and  to  con* 
tinue  us  for  ever  in  his  love ;  hence  he  sends  us 
out  of  the  pit,  and  discharges  us,  and  likewise 
chastens  us  as  a  proof  of  his  love  to  us ;  and 
after  he  has  caused  us  to  pass  under  this  ehas- 
Inning  rod,  he  brings  us  into  the  bond  of  the 
covenant,  that  is,  he  reveals  his  love  to  us.     Thiii 
I^ye  is  to  cast  out  the  fear  and  torment  peculiar 
to  the  old  covenant,  that  the   blessings  of  the 
better  covenant  may  come  into  our  souJs^  namely. 
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life  Md  peace,  Mai.  iL  5.  LiOf  tod'^eUik!e<ttqatt 
l<e#  covenant,  are  the  firuits  and  eflfeite  ctf  pkrtl^ 
Ami  jastificatiod,  as  guilt  and  deatb  irere^'*fte 
fruits  and  effects  of  condemnation'  by  tte^'^ 
■  covenant 

Let  my  little  one  read  and  ponder  these  .thfngi 
over,  and  let  her  observe,  that  by  the  bond  of 
love  which  God  fixed  on  us  in  Christ,  and  which 
we  feel  when  we  are  enabled  to  exercise  faith  on 
the  Son  of  God,  is  the  bond' of  union  between 
Christ  and  us ;  hence  he  is  flesh  of  our  flesh,  by 
bis  incarnation!  and  wd  are  one  spirit  with  him, 
being  joined  to  him  in  love.  And  as  the  cove- 
nant of  promise  is  ratified  by  the  death  of  Christ, 
it  stands  fast,  having  the  unchangeable  love  of 
God,' tlie  oath  of  God,  the  promise  of  God,  the 
faithfulness  and  truth  of  God,  the  blood  of 
Christ,  and  the  witness  of  the  Spirit  for  its 
basis. 

^''  God,  that  we  might  be  safe,  has  made  Christ 
bur  everlasting  Father,  husband,  and  eMer 
'brother;  and  has  appointed  him  in  our  tiattire 
to  be  the  judge  of  quick  and  dead,  that  he  may 
avenge  us  of  our  enemies,  and  reward  tis  with 
the  kingdom  and  glory  which  he  hath  predes- 
timted  us  to,  and  prepared  for  us.  It  is' our 
heavenly  Father*s  will  that  none  of  Christ^  fettle 
ones  should  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life,  and 
be  raised  up  at  the  last  day;  and  Christ  who  \s 
our  lo>vrer,  and  the  faithful  and  true  witness,  must 


♦ifi^x: 


67 

^,  reign  till  this  is  done ;  ^*  The  last  enemy  that  shall 
^^,be  destroyed  is  death."  Have  been  much  tempted 
..and  exercised  lately,  and  am  but  poorly  in  body, 
*:>  but  hope  ever  to  remain. 

Dear  little  one, 

■''■  Your*s,  most  aifectionately  in  the  best  of  bonds, 

w.  n.  s.  s. 


/':  LETTER  VII. 


I  . 


rr-    •  TO  THE  SAME, 

if;     ' 


■  t 


Cricklewood,  Friday  Moming. 


^  .     Dearly  Beloved  in  tbc  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

Grace  and  peace  be  multiplied,  for  it  is 
,  Gpd's  most  faithful  promise,  that  those  which  be 
.planted  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  shall  flourish  in 
^^be  courts  of  our  God,  or  as  the  New  Testament 
^^.^xplains  it,  they  shall  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the 
...knowledge  of  our    Lord    and    Saviour,    Jesus 

Christ. 

,  The  first  grace  planted  in  the  heart  is  fear, 
./*  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wis- 
.  fdom ;"  and  though  this  fear  has  at  first  an  angry 

God  for  its  object ;  and  tlierefore  slavery  attends 

1^  and  we  tremble  at  his  word,  and  every  sin 


pierces  os,  and  Qoiwciepce  iMsiog  totfaiorJIIKl  hjmA 
cammissioDed  to  act  against  us^  yet  itiys  B^VMAfb 
hedge  up  our  way  with  thorosi  so  Um^  we^quiPdli 
find  any  pleasure  in  our  old  paths  as  usual ;,  vtbifti 
makes  us  sick  of  going  astray.  '*  Before  l.WMi 
afflicted  I  went  astray/'  says  the  Pi^almist^  '^1KHts 
now  have  I  kept  thy  word,**  Psal.  cxix.  67.  ?  :,qorf 

The  second  grace  is  faith ;  this  persuade^  ittie 
mind,  and  by  some  distant  views  of  the  lovf^r/^Si 
God,  it  draws  the  heart  from  off  all  trust  i^Afl^iJ 
to  confide  in  the  mercy  of  the  mediator ;  JtjfCfthi 
the  soul  to  call  upon  Gjdd  with  a  peradvj^dmn 
we  may  be  beard  ;  it  credits  God  as  niost  truei ^jj^a 
all  he  says,  and  mixes  itself  with  whatever  jijf^)-) 
read  or  hear,  and  makes  us  feel  the  same,  .wb^l)^p^j 
it  be  reproof  or  rebuke,  comfort  or  encouragq^ty.; 
ment.     And  as  it  gathers  strength,  it  apjJies  ther-,-, 
promises,  and  leads  the   heart  to  believe  thati*r 
grealer  things  are  yet  to  be  done  in  us ;  au^i  j. 
having  life  in  it,  or  its  being  a  lively  faith  ji^;;} 
God's  mercy,  tlirough  Christ,  it  is  the  substance 
of  things  hoped  for,  or  eternal  life  already  iptji 
the  soul;  and  the  evidence  of  things  not  see»;.r.ir 
for  it  assures  the  mind   of  salvation,  aiid,t)M^L.,L 
assurance,  like  an  evidence  or  witness,  silences  alinu 
gainsayers.  .  ^ .  p  v  > 

The  third  grace  is  hope,  and  hope  is  fqunded  ,i^ 
on  faith,  for  what  I  believe  God  has  given,.. that.iij 
I  hojpe.  to  enjoy,  and  live  in  expectation  of  it;  ;  I 
therefore  hope  respects  something  future,  sooofir. 
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thing  good,  something  promisGd,  and  sometliing 
desirable.  God  gives  this  grace ;  through  Christ 
we  hope  in  God  who  is  faithful,  and  expect  upon 
the  warrant  of  his  promise,  the  glory  that  is  to  be 
revealed.  Fear  counteracts  presumption ;  faith 
guards  us  from  the  curse  of  a  broken  law ;  and 
hope  forbids  despair. 

The  fourth  grace  is  peace ;  this  informs  us  of 
reitonciliation  and  friendship  with  God,  and  is 
the  firuit  and  effect  of  pardon,  and  of  justification, 
and  a  sure  sign  of  union  with  Christ ;  "  In  the 
wdfld  you  shall  have  tribulation,  but  In  me  you 
sbdll  have  peace/  This  is  on^  blessing  of  the 
cc^enant,  a  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  and  one  blessed 
ingredient  of  the  heavenly  glory ;  **  Tlicy  shall 
enter  into  peace,"  Isai.  Ivii.  2.  Peace  is  a 
calm  within,  when  there  are  storms  without; 
and  i^  an  eternal  cessation  of  arms  with  God, 
when  at  war  with  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the 
devil. 

5.  Patience.  The  business  of  this  grace  is  to 
keep  us  waiting  for  what  ^ve  expect,  it  forbids 
hastiness,  peevishness,  fretfulness,  turbulence,  and 
disquietude,  and  is  intended  to  compose  the 
ttind  in  a  sea  of  troubles,  to  keep  us  waiting 
God's  pleasure,  and  God*s  time  for  our  deliver- 
«n<:e ;  "  In  patience  possess  ye  your  souls.  Btjt 
there  shall  not  an  hair  gf  your  head  perish,'* 
Lpuke  xxi.  18,  19-  "  The  Lord,"*  the  Spirit. 
"  direct    your    hearts    into   the   loye  of  God, 


so 

and  into  a'  patient  waiting  for  ChrUti*"2'T8es!. 
il  3,  5. 

6.  Meekness.    This  grace  is  intended  to  caw 
the  burthened  mind,  to  assuage  the  grief  of  tbt 
heart,  and  to  vent  the  heavy  troubles  of  tJje  sool 
by  contrition,  compunction,  brokenness  of  heart, 
and  by  a  flood  of  tears;  otherwise  wlien  griel 
and  distress  fill  the  soul,  it  would  vent  itself  in 
rebellion,  murmuring,  rage,  and  fury,  and  cia- 
tress  would  come  out  of  the  mouth  by  mutierii)| 
perverseness,  as  always  is  the  case  of  those  whose 
souls  are  filled  with  grief  and  desperate  soTjiri, 
Isa.  xvii.  1 1 ;  sorrow  that  has  no  remedy,  sbrr?^ 
that  has  nothing  but  despair  and  desperation  mr 
Its  object.     Hut  vthen  llie  heart  ol"  God's  cfiiT- 
dren  are  pregnant  witli  grief,  either  the  oldmiii 
or  the  new  man  will  give  it  vent:  if  the  formeVii'^ 
is  in  anger,  and  rebellion;  if  the  tatter  it  isio 
tears,  prayers,  and  contrition. 

Moses  was  the  meekest  man  on  earth,  JM 
almost  in  every  sore  trial  he  falls  on  his  face  aw 
vveeps  to  God;  but  now  and  then  il  was  notMi 
and  then  it  is  said,  "  Moses  was  wroth."  Apk. 
he  says  to  God,  "Have  I  begotten  them,  tial 
thou  shouldest  Bay  unto  me,  Carry  them  in  'i'j 
bosom,  as  a  nursing  father  beareth  the  suckiaj 
child;  and  if  thou  deal  thus  with  me,  kill  iwl 
pray  thee  out  of  hand,  and  let  me  not  s«  mj 
wretchedness."  Again,  "Hear  now  ye  rebds! 
must  we  fetch  water  for  you  out  of  this  rock; 
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^'  They  provoked  bis  spirit,  so  that  he  spake  un- 
advisedly  with  his  lips."  ^^They  envied  Moses 
also  in  the  camp,  and  Aaron  the  saint  of  the  Lord ; 
so  ^hat  it  went  ill  with  Moses  for  their  sakes/' 
PftfL  cvi.  33,  1 6,  32  ;  for  he  was  not  suffered  to 
enter  the  promised  land,  ^ence  the  Lord's  ex- 
hortation. ^^  Learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart,  and  ye  shall  find  rest  unto  your 
souls;"  and  Paul's  exhortation  is,  '^Follow  after 
ri|^htepjyfsness,  meekness^  patience,  charity,  with 
alf ^  them  that  call  upon  God  out  of  a  pure 
heart.'' 

T.^Love.  This  ^race  is  called  the  bond  of  all. 
perfectncjss,  it  is  the  fulfilment  of  all  law,  and 
the,' glory,  of.tbe  eyerlastiog  gospel;  and  every 
blessing  flows  from  it,  even  Christ  himself:  ^^  Gad 
80  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only- begotten 
Son,"  that  w@  might  live  through  him.  The  Holy 
Ghost  sheds  this  love  abroad  in  our  hearts. 
through  Christ  Jesus,  and  it  disarms  the  soul  of 
ftli  that  slavish  fear,  and  bondage^  and  torment,  . 
which  is  peculiar  to  servants  in  the  flesh :  it 
casts  out  doubts,  and  all  that  legal  bondage  that 
debigf^s  the  soul  to  a  mean,  low,  and  base  dispo- 
sition, which  is  but  eye  service,  or  service  ex-  ; 
torted  l)y  the  fears  of  punishment.  It  enriches 
ao4  ennobles  the  mind,  it  leads  the  soul  to  be 
satisfied  and  delighted  in  the  favour,  worship, 
and  service  of  God;  and  by  this  cord  of  the 


]d¥t  of  Gdd,  ^Ood  'M^  -he  4mm  iH^«t^liipfe 
drawn  them  with  the  cords  of  lof6  u  ^Mi^tkt 
bands  of  a  tJMuof ;  'bgr  this  ho  il^tfm^'WW^i^  ^rtM^; 
asdpowerfliUy  constrains  us  vrith  a  sweet. OMlr 
potence,  and  whh  an  ommpotent  sweetness  4i 
follow  bard  after  biou  All  other  teraces  bat  lUs 
will  pass  through  a  change ;  fear  will  tendMee 
in  fortitude,  ftith  in  fraitiooi  l)Op^  in  liill  et^eff^ 
ment,  patience  into  eternal  plaeidityy  infnihiw 
in  endless  joy^-^Mt  ehariCy  neter  fiiileth^  iMl 
is  always  the  same*    ' 

I  have  written  these  few  scraps  to  enlefiyB 
ibee,  and  to  keep  thy  mind  heavealyf  fcnowiag 
Ihoa  hast  not  the  opportunity  of 
word,  which  is  no  smaltmortifieatioii 
have  an  appetite  fer  the  bread  of  lifeij  bHIilBedl 
t^fcmiises  to  hear  the  prayer  of  ibe- po«j«ad 
needy  that  seek  water,  when  theieis  Mmp^Mad 
that  he  will  not  forsake  them.  Them  is  aitefy 
cloud  hangs  over  our  head,  but  the  gnMiinfirt 
apprehend  no  danger,  but  their  secarityjisf^nto' 
sign  to  me.  Stand  fast  my  dear  Madrid  and 
cleave  olose  to  thy  God,  and  remember  .haw  yeat 
things  he  has  done  for  yon  in  caHiog-yattiHIief 
this  sinful  world,  and  calling  you  to  llwiifijbiwiliip 
of  his  dear  Son;  it  is  his  will  that  jmr  AmM 
remember *yonr  Creator  in  the  days  of  yonr  ytaidk 
while  the  evil  days  come  not  Mn  B.  -ai^  A 
determines  to  preach  no  more  in  the  chilrd^>  bat 
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-  ifl  lookiog  out  for  a  chapeh     Give  my  love  to 
.;  Aunt 

Your  Willing  Servant  in  Christ  Jesus^ 

'  W.  H.  S.  S. 


kl  , 


LETTER  VIII. 

;.>  j    ,  TO  THE  SAME. 

■ 

•:h;i  -  '.  The  Cabin,  Tuesday  Morning,  4o'Clock. 

^.'.  '«^  Last  nigbt  just  before  going  into  the  pulpit, 

*•  pern  James  brought  in  thine  epistle  to  me^  with 

ji  cbefpod  tidings  of  fatlier  and  mother  being  better, 

a^»  iMiidi  quite  dissolved  my  soul  in  love  to  my  God, 

I  *   mho  is  so  kind  as  to  listen  to  the  pitiful  entreaties 

^  '•f  poor  rebellious  mortals.     My  heart  was  filled 

:  >  ^itb  love,  admiration,  and  pious  grief,   but  I 

HoJMiikl  not  pour  it  out,  though  my  heart  was  hotp 

'^*'-  iiad  in  holy  motion  for  a  thank-offering. 

^' ' '  i    After  service  came  in  one  from  S.  another  from 

'-■  If.  another  who  lives  in  Town,  and  this  morning 

firo»fBOre  are  coming,  so  that  I  ordered  my  fire  to 

^  be  lighted  at  four  o'clock,  which  it  was,  and  the 

oftring  abode  with  me  till  opportunity  oftered. 

I  can  say  with  truth  tliat  a  meek,  submissive, 

praying  frame,   has  abode  with  me  ever  since  I 

left  B.  and  yesterday  was  a  whole  day  of  prayer. 

I  was  so  grieved  at  seeing  poor  father  and  mother 

c 
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so,  ill,  and  so  low,  and  I  thouebt  of  vour  cbld 
collation  whicn  satan  would  prepare  at  vouf 
return,  in  order  to  quenoh  eFery  spark  ttmlt  came 
fropi  the  altar  of  burnt-offenng,  and  thei^re  bat 
up  innumerable  petitions  on  thai  head:  and'wfiat 
I  said  and  thought  when  I  set  out  for  B.  is  tra& 
that  God  would  do  more  in  answer  to  prajen 
than  all  medicines  had  done. 

A  praying  frame  was  given  me  as  soon  as  Tsaf^ 
your  mbtber,  and  my  heart  abode  fullforsoaie 
time  before  I  could  pour  it  out^  and  I  pursiusdit 
all  tne'tim^  t  was  there;  an(I though^ t^sawthei 
litdeibfefter  1  was  hdt  disPoufadedl,%'ut  persevere, 
ahd^ow.l  set  to  my  seial  that  God  is  true.  And 
now  God  requires-  many  grateful  acKnoirledg- 
itients  and  thank-onerings,  and  tmi^  I  nave  founn 
by  late  experience  establishes  the  answer  gfantSa. 
Without  this,  matters  will  go  Bacl  again;  do^yoa 
0bse'|fve  this,  "Call  upori  me  in  'the"  tinie  of 
trouble,'  I  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  sbal^^Mon^ 
me,'^  mark  that.  Sure  I  am  that  neither  aftticiions^ 
diseases,  devils,  nor  sinnfers,  can  stand  bjefore  the 
united  force  of  the  camp  of  the  saints,' when Im 
shield  olr  faith,  the  sword  of  the  Sjnnt,^' a»ff  jijl 
prayer  'frorti  the  armoury  of  God  ate  brocii^t^rth 
against  them.  When  I  call  upon  God  iiiy  ene- 
mies shWl  be  turned  baek;  this  I'know,'  forCjrb^ 
is  for  me;  Psal.  IvLd ;  mark  thit.  '       "  "*" 

t  h4ve  made  lip  iliy  mind,  shbiild'  God  sparis 
my  life,  to  spend  on6  week  at  the  new  house  alf 
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Christmas,  in  order  to  consecrate  the  new  pulpit 
which  I  intend  to  have  made  for  the  new  house, 
and  if  ^possible  will  preach  there  on  Christmas- 
day;  for  I  know  that  poor  souls  in  the  best 
frames  will  wither  without  the  word,  we  know  not 
the  worth  till  we  know  the  want.  But  my  refuge, 
my  hiding-place,^  my  only  resource  is  a  throne  of 
grace.  O  Betsy,  if  thou  didst  but  know  the  ten- 
thousandth  part  of  the  benefits  of  this  throne,  and 
dt^the  mecyation  and  intercession  of  Christ,  and 
of  the  fulness  of  grace  that  is  in  him,  and  of  the 
Relight  that  God  takes  in  the  prayer  of  his  people, 
and  of  the  aid  and  assistance  that  the  Spirit  gives 
us  therein,  and  of  the  gains,  profits,  and  increase 
Aine^  theireby;  sick  or  sorry,  miserable  or  merry, 
mgh  or  low^  dead  or  alive,  thou  wouldst  pay  thy 
constant  visits  there. 

Perhaps  there  are  few  in  the  land  of  the  living 
that  carry  on  more  trade  at  this  divinely  Royal 
£xcliange,  than  the  much-despised  Coal-heaver, 
apd  my  soul  knows  the  immortal  and  eternal 
mins.  It  keeps  up  the  life  of  godliness^  and 
whqh  the  soul  is  lively  it  is  contented  and  happy, 
**Tor  godliness  with  contentment  is  great  gain,** 
mark  that.  And  now  let  my  poor  little  one 
observe  the  sweet  motions  of  the  heavenly  dove; 
mfhen  troubles  appear  he  will  fill  the  mouth  with 
petitions  and  the  heart  with  sorrow,  that  is,  for 
prayer.  When  deliverances  appear,  and  our 
tvortbiness  is  considered,  meekness  operates,  that 
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is  for  tUank-offe^ings;  when  high  joys  spring  up, 
that  is  for  praise,  called  the  sacrifices  of  joy^  andi> 
declaring  his  works  with  rejoicing;  when  corrup-^ 
tions  rise,  and  sins  prevail,  it  is  for  confession.—. 
Mark  these  things  and  observe  them, . 

Last  Sunday  was  ordinance  day.  I  have 
worked  very  hard  lately,  nor  have  I  experience^ 
any  frowns,  desertions,  rebukes,  nor  reprool^ 
since  I  returned,  which  is  often  the  case,  but  ha^ve' 
been  much  indulged  with  access  to  my.  God. 
Read  this  to  poor  mother  with  my  love.  ,  ^ 

God  blqss  thee,  M 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON  Sj 


■  ■jr. 
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LETTER  IX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


I 


Cricklcwoody  Edgeware  Ruad. 
Dear  Betsy, 

r 

I  DID  intend  and  much  wished  for  a  private 
w  alk  with  thee  across  the  field,  to  have  enquired  a 
little  how  the  best  of  causes  went  on,  and  whether 
the  noblest  work  under  heaven  prospered  in  thee; 
but  the  weather  proved  unfavourable.  But  the 
Doctor  and  his  friend  can  say  what  few  young 
lovers  can  say,  and  that  is,  that  our  love  is  from 
above,  apd  our  union  shall  never  be  dissolved,  for 
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we  are  brother  and  sister  in  the  noblest  ties,  and 
kindred  souls  in  the  eternal  affections  of  God. 
My  soul  loves  none  but  such,  however  kind, 
however  liberal,  however  agreeable,  however 
handsome.  I  can  always  find  my  spirit  dissolve, 
melt  down,  run  together,  mingle  with,  cement  to, 
and  unite  with,  those  in  the  furnace,  those  in  soft 
contrition,  those  in  sorrow  after  God,  those  in 
gospel  simplicity,  those  in  humility,  and  those  of 
a  teachable  and  tractable  spirit.  These  will 
crawl  into  my  heart,  and  steal  away  one  corner  or 
ether  of  it;  and  to  tell  thee  all  the  truth,  my  dear 
Betsy '  kept  a  slice  when  I  left  Gasson's  Bower. 
But  far  be  it  from  me  to  bring  a  charge  of  theft 
against  thee,  knowing  that  thou  art  willing  to  live 
honestly,  and  must  live  so,  .for  cQnscience  will  not 
sufier  it  to  be  otherwise.  We  will  call  it  an 
exchange,  for  a  bit  of  her  heart  was  willingly 
spared  to  go  to  town  with  me — this  is  no  robbery. 
•  Fear  not,  Betsy,  "  He  that  receiveth  whomso- 
ever I  send  receiveth  me,  and  he  that  receiveth  me, 
receiveth  him  that  seift  me."  This  is  the  three- 
fold cord  that  shall  never  be  broken.  It  is  the 
bond  of  God  the  Father's  love,  displayed  in  the 
gift  and  revelation  of  Christ  to  the  preacher;  this 
cord  by  the  preacher  is  stretched  out  and  another 
feels  it,  and  receives  the  messenger  for  the  sake  of 
the  message,  and  by  receiving  the  sent,  he  receives 
Christ  the  sender,  and  by  receiving  Christ  he 
receives  the  Father  that  scut  him:  and  then  truly 
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we  ha?e  fellowship  both  with  the  Father  fU^,^ 
Son.     ^'  He  that  loveth  his  brother  abi^h,  UK.^fi^ 
light,"  and  if  we  walk  in  the  light,  theii|lia|e^fl(|(^ 
felloH^sbip  one  with  another,  1  John  i  7«  ^  .nM'»bB 
Thus  are  our  souls  bound  up  by  Go^c  ^f^ 
Father  in  the  bond  of  his  eternal  love  with  Cb^ifL^^ 
and  all  that  are  thus  bound  up  shall  live,  hentt . 
we  are  said  to  be  bound  up  in  the  bundle  of  .Ijjb 
with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  our  God^    Love  af^j^i 
life  are  inseparably  connected  together;.. if, Qg]).;, 
circumcise  our  heart  to  love  him,  it  is  that  wi^.ii^^^ 
live,   ^'And  we  know  that  we  are  passecl  fip%i 
death  to  life    because  we  love  the  bretbrapL'!., 
I  can  truly  say  tha^t  the  first  child  that  ever  Gof^  ^ 
called  by  me,  I  found  more  love  to,  than  to  9!}^^,, 
the  world  beside;  and  I  was  much  frighteaed^,} 
and  terrified  at  it,  and  satan  tried  me  sorely  aboutl, , 
it,  because  the  object  was  a  woman;  and  to  shuif  > 
the  snare  as  the  cavilling  devil  suggested  it  to  w^^^^ 
I  would  hardly  suffer  the  poor  creature  to  coo^e. , 
to  my  house,  or  even  to  speak  to  me,  which  almoft^. 
broke  her  heart.     But  sodh  after  God  called  her. 
husl^and,   and  I  found  the  same  love  to  him,  this ,;, 
discovered  satan's  snare  and  his  lie,  and  led  m.e  to 
an  unctuous  experience  of  this  text,    "  Ye  are. ., 
taught  of  God  to  love  one  another,"  1  Thess.  iv.  9. 
Surely  none  can  lay  nearer  my  heart  than  your 
poor  father  and  his  family,   yea,  every  one  of 
them;  nor  do  I  forget  you  in  my  poor  imperfect 
prayers  one  day  in  the  year;  but  this  I  do  not 
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nientioii  that  there  is  any  reliance  to  be  put  cm  my 
prayers,  but  to  let  you  know  that  your  family  lies 
near  my  heart,  for  many  people  have  mrfre  conF-, 
fidence  in  my  poor  prayers  than  I  have  myself; 
and  think  God  will  hear  me  for  them,  when  I 
cannot  believe  that  he  will  grant  me  the  least 
request,  so  strong  at  times  is  my  unbelief. 

I  beg,  dear  Betsy,  that  no  temptations  tnay 
IcSad  y'du  to  believe,  that  any  one  fiery  dart  of 
satan  hath  ever  been  hurled  at  thee,  but  such  as 
18  ifomiiiOnlo  man.  We  hang  in  an  even  balancef,  . 
fdi*  God  weighs  both  men  and  their  actions^  y^a, 
saith'the  ^'ise  man,  he  weigheth  the  spirits,'  Pfov. 
xii.  Sf ;  and  wc  rise  and  fall  &&  the  Spirit  operates^ 
of '^cemses  to  operate.  Corruption  entered  the 
hdatt  Df'Eve  by  her  faith  in  satan^s  lie^;  giract 
erfter^  the  heart  by  faith  in  God  s  truth.  When 
God'  withdraws  the  light  of  his  count^fnance^ 
satan  conties,  and  the  soul  sinks ;  like  a  robber 
he'ebmes  with  violence,  and  we  become  hasty; 
pettish;  and  peevish.  He  stirs  op  ctmfusioo  indl 
we  sjkppear  a  riddle*,  a  mystery  ;  he  vails  the  \zq-  '' 
derstandin^  and  ^he  good  work  i^  hid ;  be  spreads 
a  dismal'  gloom  over  the  soul^  and  an  anzsy  of 
terrors  <>tirround  us^  or  dreadfiil  things  are 
expected ;  then  he  calls  np  carnal  reasOD^,  or  ujEt- 
belief,  and  when  these  work;  he  inffuenccs  ns 
with  his  own  sensatioDS^  enmity  to  God,  malke,. 
rebellion,  and  desperation,  blasphemy  and  mad* 
ne^sr,  and  sometimes  operates  as  an  Qodeao^  and 


Bwfttly  foul  spirit.  Tliese  aeMen  be  bean)  uti  | 
md  by  these  things  tlie  very  woikiiigp  of  tlieaiinJ 
.ikf  devils  may  be  kiiowa.  At  other  tiinD6  be  , 
-comes  changed,  and  fills  us  wiiU  wli-pvly,  andtbc  ' 
pleasing  things  of  flesh  and  l}lMo4'^t}ut»U;«gS)MS  J 
.(God.  Bebevc  him  not,  i  for  ibejre'qrei^.AffCii 
iabominalions  in  his  heurL  ■  „)i 

tiri/AVben  God  shines  the  veil  is  rent,  love  dispericj 
'jibtt  gloom,  peace  succeeds  conftisioi),  meekpe^ 
TfoUows  upon  hastiness,  sorrow  is  eschaT)ged&r 
,Rtibellioii,  and  sympathy  for  the  Lord  instead. of 
^.i^tiiliy.  Long  have  I  gone  up  ami  dowe  in  tim 
balance,  and  here  I  am  to  this  day,  ODrnKtll 
times  ever  be  belter  with  me;  every  lime  ihf 
prince  of  tliis  wurtd  cnmctli,  he  is  sure  to  fiad 
,  something  in  me  to  stir  up  and  work  u|>on  3»  W^ 
allies;  and  noLiiing  hut  death  ivill  ever  cure,  or 
cleause  tne  of  theai.  Cut  liic  i^hulc  woiL  ci 
grace  remains  with  me,  all  God's  work  sliall  oot- 
live  the  spawn  of  satan,  "Grace  shall  reipi.' 
If  we  fall  it  raises  us  up,  if  we  backslide  it  re- 
stores us,  if  we  get  dead  it  rjuickens  us,  if  sinjeti 
the  mastery  it  undermines  it,  if  we  contract  guilt, 
Christ's  love  and  our  sorrow  disperse  it,  and  ii 
we  stand  fast  it  is  God's  grace  keeps  us  ;  ifwesei 
shut  up,  grace  lets  us  out,  if  into  chains,  crate 
makes  us  free  again.  God's  eternal  love,  whicb 
is  the  fountain  of  all  grace,  shall  reign  tiirou:': 
the  obedience  of  Christ  unto  eternal  life. 
As  sure  as  ever  any  iiery  trial  comes  upon  ifief- 
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k6  surtii  ifHU  the  Holy  Spirit  give  thee  ^ome'lSnt, 

W  item  tif  It  before  it  comes,  or  else  alarm  thee 

t6  fbafy  to  Idok  out,  or  to -expect  something  as 

Uctaihig  on,  to  prepare  thee  to  receive  it,  without 

hieing  overtilUch  alarmed  and  dismayed  at  hihi. 

'■•  Behold,"  says  God  to  Moses,   "I  come  unto 

thee  in  thick   darkness."      "The  thing  that  I 

■^grfeMly  feared  is  fallen  upon  me,'*  says  Job,  *^and 

"^HWWl'^hich  I  was  afraid  of,  is  come  unto  mk^^ 

"j*ob  iii.  25.     "The  Holy  Ghost  witnesseth  in 

<<ev^i*y  city,  saying,  that  bonds  and  afRictions  abide 

^»itte{^  saysl  Paul,  Acts  xx.  23.     Let  Betsy  watteh, 

"ii*id-»he  will  see  something  of  this  attend  her,  for 

'*'(5od*Bpeaks  once,  yea  twice,  but  man  percehn^h 

bijtttidt.  • 

'j«<    1  am  at  present  very  low  in  body,  and  have  not 

r'^preached  since  last  Lord's  day,  am  so  weak  in- 

ro^ifardly ;  and  the  doctor  seems  to  have  done  me 

'^^dfittle  good,  though  I  have  been  taking  medicine 

'feix^days.     I  am  to  finish  my  course  in  a  tottering 

-  "^  tabernacle,  death  is  to  work  in  me  but  life  in 

:i'30thers;  I  am  to  die  daily,  and  my  outward  man  is 

jifa  decay  by  piecemeal,  but  my  labour  is  not  to 

i    be  diminished;  and  were  it  not  for  my  family, 

'^tuind  those  I  love  in  the  truth,  I  should  fetch  in  all 

*   rtny  comforts  from  the  grave ;  I  am  truly  sick  of 

[I  -this  world,  and  of  the  uncertainty  of  all  things 

•j  in  it.     I    pity   the    young  ones  that  are  in  the 

world,  for  spiritual  fan)ine  is  before  them,  and 
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hypocrites  and  hypocrisy  aboundf.  and  the  fim 
must  come  on.     I  have  passed  uqder  various 
changes  this  week|,  bu^  tiiis  joj  f  nd  bitteroesfl^ 
rebellion  and  submission^  temptations  and  conso- 
lationsy  smiles  and  frowns,  visits  and  desertions^ 
the  pulpit  and  the  pillory,  will  have  an  end  some 
timc^     And  s^rely:  whenever  I  join  the  palm- 
branch  company  above,  it  may  be  said  of  me  as 
of  all  the  rest^  that  I  came  through  great  tribukr^'- 
tioo^  more  by  fiaur  than  any  poor  wretch  that  bath 
appeared  on  the  earth  in  a  profession  in  joyod^*: 
Dear  Betsy,  God  bless  thee,  and  tteep  thee^^sefuai: 
to  hkiKself  through. this,  vain  life,  that  liioa:  Hoayefctii; 
eseape  the  corruptions  of  the.  worlds  and  tltect^ 
wrath  to  come.     So  prays,  i  lOfili 

.    Thine  affectionate  Friend,  Brother,  and 

.'•'V.  •       ■  '       •■  »'  ^-^^  .  -Hi; 

Servant  in  Christ  Jesus,  ,,.,1 


"v;  ' 


."^•■>.. 


Wm.  HUNTINGTaN;  S;S.  ^''' 

■..       .     NjJfil 


«  • 
^  ■  ■ 


;      •     • 


;       ■ ■    >■  *        -  I    ' 


.^  \. 
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LETTER  X. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


The  Cabin,  Tuesday  Momiog,  Poor  o'Clock. 


«-  •  ■ 


Uy-ter  Friend, 

^  ^  YoUR*8  came  to  hand  last  night,  and  I  waft 
glad  to  bear  you  are  well,  as  through  mercy  I  am 
at'^ireseat     I  had  a  good  day  on  Sunday  laat^ 
and  «  comfortable  time  last  night,  God  is  good 
ta  poor  unworthy  me,   and  to  the  poor  flock 
which  he  has  sent  me  to  feed.     Let  us,  my  dearly 
beloved  in  the  Lord,   covet  earnestly  the  best 
gifts,  for  this  God  bids  us  to  do.     Elisha  begged 
that  a  double  portion  of  God's  spirit    might 
rest  upon  him,  and  he  obtained  his  suit;  and 
Jabez  prayed  that  God's  hand   might  be  with 
him,  that  he  would  bless  him  indeed,   that  he 
would  enlarge  him,  and  keep  liim  from  evil  that 
it  might  not  grieve  him,  and  God  granted  him 
his  request.     Solomon  craved  wisdom,  and  his 
petition  so  pleased  the  Lord  that  he  granted 
him  wisdom,   and  told  him  that  he  had  given 
him  that  which  lie  had  not  asked,  namely,  riches 
and  honour,  as  none  never  had  before  him. 

Jacob  wrestled   for    a    blessing,   and    God*s 
blessing  is  everlasting  life,  and  God  styles  himself 


the  God  of  Jacob,  but  he  is  not  the  God  of  the 
dead  but  of  the  living,  says  Cliriat,  which  sbein 
that  Jacob  is  alive  with  God.     Moses  prayed, 
that  God's  presence  might  go  with  him,  and  lha( 
he  might  shew  him  his  way,  and  this  be  obtoioe^   [ 
God  told  him,  "  My  presence  shall  go  with  lim, 
and  1  will  give  thee  rest"     These  men,  my  desr 
girl,  coveted  the  best  gifts,  even  spiritual  blessings 
in  heavenly  places,    and    I  am  fully  persuaded 
that  you  are  not  ignorant  of  these  things,  nor  of 
the  glorious  and  eternal  worth  of  them.     These 
are  the  things  which  alone  can  make  the  spol    I 
happy  in  life  and  death,  and  without  these  tfaia^ 
Ufa  is  vanity,  and  death  a  misery.      A  forjji  of 
godliness   without  the  power  leaves    us  without    i 
(rod   and    without  hope,    but    not    so    fares  the    | 
believer  in  the  Sun  of  God;  the  Just  man  shall    i 
live    by   his    faith,  and  the  end    of  faith  is  ibe 
salvation  of  the  soul,  says  Peter,  a  blessed  coi 
Solomon  says,  "The  wicked  is  driven  away  in 
his  wickedness,   but  the  righteous  hath  hope  in 
his  death." 

Remember  my  dear  little  one,  that  we  cannot 
love  God  unless  we  believe  in  Christ,  nor  can 
God  love  us  out  of  Christ,  so  says  the  Savioufi 
"  The  Father  himself  lovcih  you,  "because  jou 
have  loved  me,  and  have  believed  that  I  cam* 
forth  from  God,"  John  xvi.  27-  To  believe  in 
Christ,  gives  us  an  interest  in  his  death,  in  li 
blood   and   righteousness,    in   his    sacrifice  an'' 
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satisfaction,  in  his  love  and  in  his  mercy,  and 
eternally  blessed  are  such  in  this  world  and  in 
the  next ;  '*  Blessed  are-  the  dead  which  die  in 
the  Lord,  they  rest  from  their  labours,  and  their 
works  do  follow  them." 

Now  I  know  that  you  are  well  acquainted  with 
these  things,  you  know  the  plague  of  the  human 
heart,  the  blessings  and  benefits  of  Christ's  death, 
the  preciousne'ss  of  faith,  the  comforts  of  tht 
Holy  Ghost,  and  the  sensible  enjoyments  of  the 
presence  of  Gpd.  You  have  felt  the  sweetness 
^jf  *  tlicse  things,  and  let  nothing  divert  your  mind; 
or^draw  you  away  from  them,  for  "  What  shall 
pVofit  a  man  if  he  gain  the  whole  world,  and 
itisd  his  own  soul  ?''    Accept  my  kind  love, 

W.H.  S,S. 


if 
I 


»  :  .♦ 


LETTER  XL 


TO  THE  SAIME. 


<• ... 


Cabin,  Tuesday  Morning,  Five  o'Clock. 


Dearly  Beloved  in  the  Lord, 

YouR*s  came  to  hand  last  night,  and  I 
thank  you  for  it.  I  am  always  glad  to  hear  from 
you,  and  earnestly  desirous  of  knowing  how  you 
go  on,  and  was  glad  at  my  heart,  and  thankful  to 
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my  God,  for  the  visit  you  speaV  of,  nod  for  (lie 
energy  and  freedom  granted  to  you  at  the  throne 
of  grace,  by  the  promised  aid  and  assistance  of 
the  most  holy  Spirit  of  promise.  These  vistli 
should  be  strictly  observed,  watched,  and  (hank- 
fully  acknowledged,  otherwise  we  displease  tiie 
holy  Comforter,  who  will  not  put  up  with  any 
slight,  nor  suffer  unthankful ness  to  pass  unre- 
sented.  And  remember  liiis  for  thy  comfort, 
that  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  supplicatioa  is 
secured  to  us  by  an  everlasting  covenant,  and 
that  covenant  shall  never  be  removed  saitb  ibc 
Lord  which  hath  mercy  on  us ;  and  that  niercy 
Paul  describes  thus:  "  Of  his  mercy  he  saves  ui, 
with  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  the  re- 
newing of  the  Holy  Ghost." 

You  see,  my  dear  friend,  how  firm  God; 
covenant  stands,  and  how  nobly  and  richly  our 
covenant  mercies  and  blessings  are  secured,  both 
in  the  covenant,  and  in  the  covenant  head,  ia 
whom  all  the  promises  are  yea,  and  auien,  to  the 
glory  of  God's  grace,  by  the  eternal  salvatioo  of 
we  poor  helpless  sinners.  The  more  grateful « 
are  for  favours  received,  the  more  bold  may  « 
be  when  favours  are  wanted.  Gratitude  and 
thankfulness  are  fruits  acceptable,  and  well 
pleasing,  and  herein  is  our  heavenly  Father 
glorified,  that  we  bring  forth  much  fruit,  John 
XV.  8. 
The  woman  in  the  Revelations  is  the  church  of 
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Christ,  sometimes  called  a  woman,  sometioaes 
a  city,  and  you  see  in  the  Galatians  that  Hagar, 
Mount  Sinai,  and  the  earthly  Jerusalem,  all 
signify  the  covenant  of  works,  and  all  that  are 
under  it.  Sarah,  the  covenant  of  grace,  and 
the  heavenly  Jerusalem  and  those  in  it,  are  one 
and  the  same  thing,  called  the  Lamb's  wife, whence 
the  covenant  is  called  a  citv,  and  so  are  the 
elect  in  it ;  ^^  Thou  shalt  be  called  tlie  redeemed 
of  the  Lord,  sought  out,  a  city  not  forsaken," 
Xsai.  Ixii.  11.  The  devil  sent  forth  a  flood  of 
errors,  called  doctrines  of  devils,  after  the  woman, 
wTien  he  found  persecution  would  not  do:  arianism 

y^  ""-•  .  -  '  ' 

most  likely  was  the  flood  cast  out,  for  about  that 
time  it  was  said  that  all  the  world  was  arian, 
save  one  Athanasius;  but  th^  earth  helped  the 
woman.  None  but  carnal  professors, .  hypoeri- 
Ileal  persons,  and  earthly-minded  men  received 
it:  these  opened  their  mouth  and  received  \ho. 
Aood,  and  by  this  means  these  hypocrites  were 
made  manifest  and  purged  from  the  church,  and 
'she  was  made  purer  and  shined  the  brighter  when 
they  were  gone;  and  they  turning  persecutors 
Miewed  the  real  saints  the  effects  of  the  danm,-v 
able  errors,  and  made  them  more  adherent  to,/ 
and  more  valiant  for  the  truth. 

Sometimes  when  wars  come  on,  satan  labours 
to  destroy  the  saints,  as  war  is  called  a  desolating 
flood.     When  the  king  of  Assyria  sent  to  destroy 
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Jcrnariem,  tiding  came  to  bim  ttni  Xn^h^ 
king  of  Ethiopia,  is  corae  forth  to  war  wiib  thw, 
this  drawii  him  ani^y.fcom  Jerusalem.     Salan'l 
aim  was  to  kill  the  Jews,  God  sent  him  agalnA  < 
the  Ethiopians,  as  il  is  writteo ;  "  I  gave  Egjpl  j 
for  tby    ransom,    Eiliioi)ia  and    Seba  for  tbe^" 
Isai,  xliii.  3.  -  Thus  the  wicked  are  a  ransom  f«r 
the  righteous,  and  transgressors  for  the  uprighl,   i 
Prov.  Kxi.  IS;  and  tlius  also  the  earth  helps  lt»  ' 
woman.  ■ 

I  cannot  help    thinking  lUat   all   the  strange    i 
dreams  have  respect  tft  some  calamity  coming  I 
u[ion  the  poor  cliildrtn  of  God,  for  the  creature 
in- (mine  was. a.  beast,   and    in  yours  not  mucb 
unlike  the  cneiny  of  souls,   or  the  old  man  oi    , 
sin,   or  death   tlie   king  of  tewors.     I«:  WHii 
.9.  former  dream  to.iny-miad  vvhlcixf  bad',  rilalinj 
to  jallyour  family,  that  of  beJBg.  senrBDb.'obifi. 
fyr- 1  washed  all  your  feet;  aad  Iremeafite^oA 
.of  the  family  had  three  spots  on  faerifacB^Urtai]) 
the  cheek,  and  two  on  her  upper' lit>,  )ilk«Uft 
I  wiped  oS  »ith  my  spittle  on  a  JwdlfimtK    | 
much  of  this  is  already  fulfilled.       .     fj  iijiM|sdJ 
...  I  pleach  to-morrow  morning,  and  ^t>tHBWit 
oS.     I  intend  ta-preach  Saaday,,  Maadkfiwi 
Tuesday, .  and   then  return.     All   tlie^>clM|M 
are  slmt  against  me;  I  am  to  preach  in>a  MM 
FarewpUt  God  bless  thee.     Be.  diluent,.  bei>itf 
good   comfort;,   *'.  Many  are  tbp    alSetionr'' 


■Lm^: 
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:tii*  ijgbteoitt,  but  ite  Lord  ddxforaiii)  kim  «M 
^  chon  olL" 


liV; 


►  ■ 


•  t. 


Your*8  affectionately;  ' 

S.S. 


•      J 


'■       •  .  i! 


I  ■ as^agp—p 


LETTER  XH. 


TOTH&SAMB. 


r •! ? . > '  Pttdaington;  TA.  %  itW'" 

i    •*  .      .  - 

4    •  I  '   k     .  i 

.iHTi  I  Vkkt  1^  at  my  heart  when  I  sawtUe 
diribtioD  oo  joar>  to  me,  and*  I:  knowmit^wty, 
bvt  JM  mud  your  Amily  have  been  and  mHI  MrA  jMr. 
k|MMMdlyoii  nymind,  and  h8ve4)leen,ever  sinleel^i^ 
ifiHtmtA  Seldom  do  I  bow  my  knees  toGbd  bilt 
|lMao(&  comeiato  my  thou^M,  sofmevlrhat  f ilte 
^9  poor  persoo  in^Pauls  dreamy  aayinjg  Pi^  come 

ialoi  Macedenia  -  and  help  U9;  and  nu  Paul 
tyod  t»  go,  assuredly  gaAerhig  that  Gbd  Iftrd 

•iumlo  the  work,  who  knows  btat  God 'may 

BMi  useful  to  thee,'  and  to  some  more  in  the 
Vid  barn,  should  we  be  spared '  and  permitted 

more>  fee  get  into  the  straw  together. 
I  was  much  pleased  in  perusing  thine  to  me, 


G^tfp  popr,  blND^i  ereaturea  ii«ot  ¥poji|jhlf|r^ll 

lejeelfen:  >."  ^^  *ftt  tH  ?a*Of  i  h§*ijgliW!S»l«(»ia 
shftti  GffM  |Q  hm^  apd  he.  tM  cpii)f}t|icHii|(9,tiMfi 
I  fflij^jiin ;  M  wise  ca#t  out"  "^inqu^fe^ffmKgkA 
uo1}ftlie^  l^ardq^fla^if  lieart,  and  in^sibyilj|rikn|k)( 
tlub»ni?fitt»  9C:tl«  strong  man,* by  wiicl|.|^f  h»i^a 
P9^<^n,of  tbe  heajrt,  and  tbe  |l(;ai:,^rd4pHW}t 
omi.«|}QHr  niM;rwid  4iut  of  all/.our;4li()Wg^^yd 
bu|i:#l»n,God  tjje  Ho^y  Ghpat  Coqnefl^^FU^)]^ 

whififeitb^  devil  triMta^  an4  by  wbH*  lii^il^M-^lifts 
P««rn§P»^  ,caf o?»Uy  secure,:  and  in  a,.fa)s(B  ;M|(iM, 
Tb9sq,ar«the  effcjcts  of  an  unfeeling  coft)f|ci^q^i, 
an4oW 'Ibis  state  will  4»e  jndg!Ba^Vj<MfflJ^{^j 
%-<W>fiM*  and.al^  th^  fonlifb^vifgpjij^^^ltj^ij 
th^,  smi.^say  peijoe  and-  safety,.,  ^n:i||pd4^g 
defi^JSM^MWifforaeth  as  labour  uppn  A  »om|^T|^ j 
cjWid,  ^^^d  they  shall,  not  escape,,  :?or  it^j^«S»9 
will  come  "  in  flaming  fir^  taking  vef^sMig^fQfi) 
them.Jtbal  know  not.Ood,  and  tbiuti  qbe^^^p^,^ 
gosp^i.^of  pur  iKJf d;  Jesus  Ch»i*^tn:lH>  ^),  ))§t 
puoij^)^  with  everlasting  destr^ct^omfrqag^ftl^n 
PfWW  of  tbe  J-prd,  and  frov.  tlieji|l9ry.4rf,#SiJ 
POwSTj/wJifn-he  shall  cotne  to  be^ori%i>iD,|H9,i 
s{UQts,,and,(o  lie  admired  .in: a-Jl  .tbeiiv.  tlt^t  b^o 
liexe,''.£Tbe.f^i.,«— 10.,  .  .  ../  ;.,js1 

I  AW  fully  per^uad^d  tbfit  the  holy  And,  bl^s^M^ 
Spirit  of  God  is  now  hovering  over  tbee,  and 
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is  the  author  of  that  fear  and  feeling  and  of  ~ 
those    checks,   reproofs,   eocouragements,  joys, 
sorrows,    convictions,    discoveries    of  sin    and 
sinfol  self,  misgivings  of  heart  for  what  is  amiss, ' 
and  inclinations  to  prayer,  and  desires  after  the 
knowledge  of  Christ ;   and  was  he  entirely  to  ' 
leave  thee,  thy  soul  would  appear  naked,  un- 
armed, ungirded,  unsupported,  weak,  frail,  de^ 
fenceless,  exposed  to  every  vice,  and  a  prey  to 
every  fowler.     And  the  more  thou  attend  to  the 
inbtions  of  fear,  tenderness,  simplicity,  watch-' 
fulness,  diligence,  care,  caution,  circumspection;' 
aiil^  reverence  of  God,  and  dependence  on  him; "" 
Ibdii^ts  of  him,  and  of  his  universal  presence,  *^ 
anA'Of  his  perfect  knowledge  of  thee,  and  of  alt 

r 

tfay thoitghts,  words,  and  actions;  I  say  the  more 
tboti' attend  to  these  things  the  more  will  that  fear 
g^ow,  till  thou  wilt  find  thyself  braced  up^, 
equipped,  strengthened,  fortified,  emboldened,  ' 
enlfedtiraged,  defended,  and  guarded,  even  by 
Obd  himself. 

'TTie  fear  of  God  is  a  fruit  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  ' 
arid  where  his  fruits  are  planted  there  hcf  dwells, 
nor  is  there  one  little  one  in  the  household  of ' 
falih,  but  what  has  a  guardian  angel  to  protect  it; 
Mnce  Christ  calls  them  the  angels  of  his  little 
on6s,  which  do  always'  behold  the  face  of  his 
Father  which  is  in  heaven;  yea,  they  are  all 
mfiriistering  spirits  sent  forth  to  minister  to  them 
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who  are  the  heirs  of  salvation,  Heb.  i.  14.  O 
my  dear  yqung  friend,  what  thoughts,  whai^vij^ws^' 
what  feelings,  what  hopes  and  expectatiotaa^  whit 
riches,  treasures,  profits  or  pleasures,  are  so  swee^* 
so  noble,  so  endearing,  so  durable,  so  sdui- 
enriching,  so  grand  as  those  that  come  down  firotd 
the  FMher  of  lights,  which  centre  in  God,  aiM 
lead  to  immortal  and  eternal,  glory.  -  -^^^ 

I  have  times  without  number  lain  on  my  bod  by 
the  hour,  looking  back  on  the  intricate  path ihal^l 
have  been  led  in,  the  dangers  I  have  Reaped,'  aiefA 
the  destruction  of  the  wicked  which  hath  ap|MNis^' 
ed  so  tonspicuous,  while  my  poor  weathcr-bciciftfiii 
vessel  is  in  vieiw  of  the  haven,  ai^d  thousand^] l}f 
vessel  of  wrath  all  wrecked  behind  me.  L  kap^ 
witb4bese  views  blessed  him,  and  wept  ovei^  Htui 
by  tiie  hour,  and  said  in  my  simplicity^  Hdw 
couldsttbou  find  me  out !  a  poor  creature,  bori^ 
aad^br^ught  up  in  the  woods,  and  as  wild  as  aft' 
ass'ff  colt !  How  couldst  thou  find  me  out^  at^' 
look  me  up,  and  reveal  thyself  to  me,  and  Aend 
me  a&  an  ambassador  from  thy  court,  to  one  of  tlis' 
greatest  Qities  in  the  world !  and  even  to  speak  by' 
me,  and  that  to  the  souls  and  consciences  of  tboo* 
sands,  either  as  a  savour  of  life  unto  life,  or  -of 
deatb  unto  death,  when  thou  knowest  that  tbeiv 
wasr  not  s^ch  another  poor,  blind,  ignorant.  Vile 
devil  in  all  the  world !  But  he  will  have  mercy 
on  whom  he  will  have  mercy,  and  he  hath  chosen 
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the  weak,  the  foolish,  and  the  base,  that  he  may 
stain  the  pride  of  all  glory,  and  bring  into  con- 
tempt the  honourable  of  the  earth. 

The  Holy  Spirit's  first  work,  my  dear  friend,  is 
to  convince  us  of  sin,  which  he  does  by  bringing 
our  past  crimes  fresh  into  our  mind  and  memory, 
and  then  he  shines  into  our  understandings,  and 
^bi^  new  light  brings  thfem  into  our  view,  that '  we 
can  see  them ;  hence  the  complaiuts,  I  possess  the 
idiqnity  of  my  youth,  says  Job;  ^'  My  sih  is  ever 
Ibi^fore  me,"  says  David ;  '^  thou  hast  set  our  sbcre't 
^QS  in  the  light  of  thy  countenance."  Art  tfaOu 
'Cjpnqe  to  slay  my  son,  and  to  bring  my  sio  to 
ti^ioembrance,  salth  the  poor  widow  to  Elijab, 
1.  Kings  xvil  18.  This  work  God  says  he  wUl^do^ 
*'  I  will  reprove  thee,  and  set  thy  sins  in  order  be^ 
ifore  thee.  Now  consider  this,  ye  that  forget  Qod, 
Ij^fi^t  I  tear  you  in  pieces,  and  there  be  nonie  :  to 
deliver,"  Psal  U  21,22.  This  is  done  to  cOBf 
tjnce  US|  to  fill  us  with  shame  and  confu^on 
of:  ftce,  to  drive  us  to  seek  forgiveness,  and  to 
pray  for  i^  to  make  us  loathe  ourselves,  and  to 
see  and  feel  the  need  of  Christ;  and  to  sbewns 
the  perfect  knowledge  that  God  faath  of  our 
h^tirts,  thoughts,  words,  works,  atd  cursed  ways^ 
iuid  that  he  doth  not  forget  them  though  we  do; 
and  to  convince  us  of  the  dreadful  confusion  thai 
&  wicked  will  Appear  \in  at  the  great  day,  when 
the  heavens  shall  reveal  their  iniquity,  and  the 
earth  rise  up  in  judgment  against  them;  hence  the 


wise  man  foresecili  the  evil  and  bideth  himself  ia 
Christ,  but  the  wicked  pass  on  and  are  puoisbed. 
"^'It  is  true,  my  dear  young  friend,  that  one  part  of 
''the' word  encourages  the  seekiag  soul,  and  another 
Xnilitatcs  against  it,  in  our  confused  apprebensioo 
bf  things;  but  consider,  that  ive  are  all  by  nature 
children  of  wrath  alike,  and  of  course  we  are  all 
under  the  threatenings,  reproofs,  rebukes,  and 
corses  of  God;  and  when  the  Spirit  begins  Ins 
fvork  in  our  souls,  he  brings  us  out  of  the  flesli, 
zrOro  off  all  trust  in  our  own  heart,  arm,  &aa 
strength,  and  out  of  a  state  of  wrath,  and  unbelief. 
As  this  good  work  goes  on  within,  so  we  gel  gra- 
dually from  under  the  curses  of  the  law,  and  oi 
course  the  invitations,  encouragements,  and  pro- 
mises begin  to  speak  to  us;  and  as  soon  as  faith 
and  love  come,  the  fear  of  the  law  is  cast  ou^  aoiJ 
torment  too,  and  then  the  curses  flee  away,  and  tbe 
promises  come  in;  then  we  are  no  more  under  the 
law  but  under  grace,  not  heirs  of  wrath  bat 
children  of  the  promise.  Tbe  farther  we  go  utHkr 
this  good  work  of  the  Spirit,  the  more  the  pro- 
mises will  speak  to  us;  now  do  you  observe  sod 
watch  this  narrowly,  and  you  will  see  in  some 
future  period  that  the  promises  will  all  flow  io, 
and  then  the  curses,  threatenings,  &c.  will  appear 
to  none  else  but  to  the  children  of  wrath. 

Let  nothing  discourage  you  in,  nor  draw  tbtt 
from  prayer,  for  to  abstain  from  this  wbeo  « 
have  offended  is  adding  sin  to   sin;    God  bis 
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.designed  prayer  as  a  means  of  easing  the  miod  of 

^t^.'grief:  I  poured  out  my  soul  before  Godj  I 

.^hewed  unto  him  my  trouble.  .  It  is  casting  one's 

^^pesaqd  burthens  on  the  Lord  who  cares  for.  us, 

.,^nd  wiU  sustain  us;  it  is  intended  to  bring  la  all 

.J^^t  God  has  promised  to  give  us,  For  all  these 

;^ings  I  will  be  enquired  of  by  the  house  of  Israel^ 

-that  I  may  do  them  for  them.  God  loves.it:  Vl^t 

^^e  hear  thy  yoice,  let  me  see  thy  face^  for  swe^t  Js 

.tbj?  voice  and  thy  countenance  is  comely/  Spng^i. 

j;^^4.     It  is  the  delight  of  heaven,   ^'  The.;pray(;r  pf 

-j^^  upright  is  the  Lord's  delight."    O  Efetsy^^let 

mp  have  jpy  pf  thee,  obey  my  voiQc,  jtqd .receive 

^^^^  ^pstruf^tipus,  and  thou  vvvitfindanb^a,ve):fjUp^n 

^<5^th;  he  wjll  bq, about  thy  path,  ,ftnd  abqijif^  thy 

JjK^d,   and  spy  out  all  thy  ways,  and  wbeo^thQu 

^awakest  thou  .sh£^t  iind  thyself  still  .^ith  bin);,  fs^^ 

^^^ThouRbt^e  Lord  be  high,  yet  h^^th  ha  Xfi9]f(PJ^t 

^^jito  the  lowly,*'  Psal.  cxxxviii,  6;,  for  God.  will 

,^well  with  mortal  men.  ,    .        ,       .: 

^.^^^|rhyfat|)€^rand  mpther  are  shortly  coming, to  siee 

iq[}fL  I.  should  be  yery  glad  tp  see  JLbee  with  .tbeu?/ 

^if  U  could  be. accomplished.   I  hope,  that  thy  usual 

..^f^uccess  wi.th  thy  hen  will  be  sufficient  to  defray  Ihe 

ex  peaces  of  rnv  letters,  or  else  I  am  fearf^l  that 

if^?H  wilt  cofue  to^over^y.,    Thy  fathejr  sends  me 

word  that  a  wQinai>  vyho  heard  n^e  in  the. cathe- 

djral,  is  in  soul  travail,  and^  requested  of  him  the 

loan  of  some  of  my  bpoks.     I  long  to  see  the  old 

.^ot  oupe  more,  that  they  may  bav^  a  secjpii^ 


jrfid  ;ff^v;  -;rrt  ,/;;:■  ■^:  . '  n:^:;;s:>mo->  B§nib^ 

jri§ise  fw  «r;l51»t*EA  ■xllt'''"'^  ^°""''''  ^"**' 

■ 

'     iid  JBr^  {l-»  i  blAv^^  :j.i  -r-v>  uvffin^JflOD  Jon 
'    ?  I^A,^  rcoei«ed  fto  atM«^ 
coqt)9l^fC!('^q«('^ing  WQitby^  of  !apBepl^;nUilfipiog 
mo^fHf^^,  h«Hiselftlldthiiik.tfaatia.tr^blie>f^ 
of  4iYWWP  :«pdif<Mt  ftUs  to  «y  irii^r^iandiak  ititi^d 
0M|  5^1)4^  ebandfiacie  of  thefaettit'thatrthdnSaQeHi 

bofiled  up  and  ran:  over.  Howeter  the  .^rmBioz 
not  :la«t  Longi  the  adversary  tSiat  slimsd  j|<u|i  tfoai 
wktidr/fw,  for  tlie  abundance  of  svUh  i^mkMu^i^i 
wou^kt  nol  do  for  the  piilpit;  not  die  ^dieMn^  ^ ) 
unlew  they  were  all  dead  m  trespasees  awl  l&upl'^ 
an^  aeeded  a  dreadful  alarm,  aad*  overflo|riiipo:> 
8toii%  and  the  iron  yoke  of  bondage.  •  «•>•  ^uq 

I  intended  that  my  poor  friend  should  katfvj'^n 
that  the- old  man  and  the  father  of  him,taxi- fiddio'? 
me  out  in  the  cabin,  as  well  as  my  firieod  in,  tfae^^i 
woods,  and  that  notes  might  be  compared. :  Jiow-^i'- 
Qvety  we  ^in  by  all  these  things,  formy  pra]^er^ > ' 


^i  -- 
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MnJk;  pitas  Were  ^b  tiiahy/  ^b  ^dai^^t,^  am  'so 
tUp^ted^  dkt  the  di^Atml  stiene  ii^iis  iriabn  thiitig^^ 
ntr  8d€fh  frames  tiiay  ^rve  'tb  ^MUe  ttie  btfM 
Kcffoit  God;  bijt  It  is  trjrihg  Wb^k;tofl%bciia  Vkvk 
\k  Mirdhge  i&ffect  upon  ah'li!udiMd6of  ^i)  AibAst^^ 
pftbple,  Boft  blessed  be  bis  htjitt,  VHtrt  is  tio 
liokling  a  contention  or  dispute  )obg  iriih  %Hh ; 
be  b  to  us  the  altogether  iKf^ly,  a»»A  thdrtffbffe'thi 
soerl  cannot  endure  it4ifctft  toppbiifes^d  be  sli^rt; 
flir  cefid  tiegtect;  yea,  bk  ih  bvtr  M,  iaM  thertfoi^ 
(Nfr  1^  is  gone  when  be  is  utoebt.  l^t  h^  ivffl 
ndt  contend  for  ever,  nor  cdtild  I  tei)  what  ilk 
coQtlBfi(M  with  me  for^  urtle^itiMUr  beiAif^  I 
soiii^liiDi  t^nhich;  ''Hik  anger  ^KidfifiertH'Mit: 
tmf.m)ablomittity  in  his  favout'is  IFf^  i  ifeepijkg 'ifli^ 
Btiibm  ftitmni^t,  but  joy  coortefth'in  the  mmi^ 
kifsP jl^h  XXX.  5;  H&nd  surely  si^M  tfafett  %ohiH<ii 
I  baite  been  amply  rewarded,  faiid;totfaAftr  pbor 
Kndtfliaire  reaped  the  benefits  df  ft.  *  '''' 

jMk  Srniday  came  Mr.  6.  atid  five  inOi«  #$ih 
bim  jjithen  Mr.  L.  an  Jtris  brother  f n  law  ;^  )p66t  ' 
D.  ^tlMr.' (lifts  up  his  dro6ping  4ieft4.  Mn  aiid'  ' 
M^iMJ  are  now  in  town,  and  asso  tinliany  wetlfr 
roiDiitg  wluch  I  knew  nothing  of,  the  good  Lord 
|Hit  me  into  the  fire  in  order  to  fetch  up  something 
newvf  to  set  before  the  innumerable  guests*  Sharp 
conflicts  always  produce,  plromote,  and  sharpen 
the  soul's  appetite;  satan  is  up  to  this,  and  wheii 
the  starving  soul  can  get  no  honey,  no  miik,  no 
bread,  no  water,  wine  nor  oil  from  above,  in    ^ 


,  • » 
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6r<)er  to  ieed  the  oew  maOi  divine  m^  sink^  Ttpfi 
&ith  that  fetches  io  its  iaofi  apd.  ;Ma  itl^  >4ff9ff# 
•and  geta  put ,  of  J^9ft^  vl^  ->pBier.  QagV  «MPf 
love  q^wlsiiitforlbe. heart,,'' ttdViilg  n^iti^  fk^Jli^ 
nor  a  spark  to,  dr)i,«.i^' Otttis  ..OiTace  uptltiog -Miiv 
£at,  the  o^  mull  rouses  up^  aodii^d^^  for  tim.  oW 
c^er,,the  desires, ajid.gratific^tipnS: that  used .!> 
times  .past  to  it%tbe  cl^e^  ainl:^  ««<eeiaMt.  iMd 
^«!*«fi4.4h<iP^fjil|t^tl^atH|*d^^ig^)|t        ^^^ 

,p»w  j»aar*at  l9X»t()¥^jl«W:M<P<^<Af*"Sil^li!^ 
:Pttifpq«Ae«fc,the  5iMi«PW!that,Vs^^^MvSiiil» 
•jfeedft  00,. <md,  will  ^n^  ^  if^w  Wff-}lh4ifiWM» 
^n^5Lweetibod.£iven.1io  hinv^a^.w^hiflb  ^jfl^^llje 

WlA^an  is.«egl?cMr  tbift  M  :*fi  U^f»  8^,f5;^ 
if«^'>«t'»d  <W§tC»»e  wiU  neyfiv  t)^.r^(^^|^,  i^ 
i  (besf^bernaqlcsbe  unpjinnwl,,and,lMdJift,thci|Jjji^ 
j[u»tlqng  much  to  see  my  poor  di^r^.^i^i^diniis* 

;t^,)cQOw  how  she  comes  on;  hope  ^fy^^,fgSh^ 
..shall i^saepable  ooiee  inore.w.itbi^tbe,lif.a]|^^fl^ 

.^'];^eimP:ny;a  coqofortable  an^.heftycjnjiyiir^  tfjji 

becfi  .granted.  I  have,  hear4  oC-3W«  P?4i3¥ft|J 
M.  L.  Mi^si.  ,aDd  I4iss  Mt  are  qqw-  witU^^,^^^|^ 
lajif  dpleful  ditty  brought  no  an9wer,.,,l;|^^^^{S 
''lark-'line,  this  shoeing  born  I  hppe  ,wi|l^  4^|(^ 
may  know  how  you,  and  all  the  poor  squj&l^^ 
are.  Abate  not  in  diligepce,  abate  not  in  sQf^^ 
this  is  all  I  fear.  .,,.4, 

'•  )'  Ever,  thine,  ,        -„i's» 

S.S. 
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LETTER  XIV, 


TO  THE  SAME. 

Ji  ..     . 

m 

jMjr  ^citr- young  Friend, 

'-*'  GRAt:£  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto  thee 
woagh  Jesus  Cluist  our  only  Lord  and  Saviour, 
iJUb^d. :  Thine  epistle  according  to  custom  was 
V6c€!ived  at  the  door  and  brought  up  to  me,  nrhicb 
f^'ijAmediately  opened  without  looking  at  the 
"air^tHtibn,  as  it  is  seldom  that  any  letters  coidie  to 
n^ Aldose  but  those  that  come  to  me.  I  called 
Uiy  daughter  up  when  I  found  from 'whence  it 
^SHAe^  and  read  it  to  tier,  and  gave  it  her.  It 
^S&oB  on  my  mind,  who  knows  but  this  my  young 
SIfemkaintance  is  a  chosen  vessel,  and  that  both 
VArletters  should  fall  into  my  hands,  designed  so 
W  Odd  on  purpose  that  I  should  answer  them, 
'iUtdrthat  God  may  own  and  bless  the  answers  to 
Ulmrourage  and  revive  the  desires  of  her  heart;  and 
itlikewise  came  on  my  mind  the  number  of  boys 
vtd  girls  from  eight  to  ten  years  of  age  when  I 
nrst  came  to  London,  who  took  a  fancy  to  my 
^jitdiustry ;  yea,  I  believe  tlie  number  amounted  fo 
thirty,  and  who  are  now  married  people,  and 
fathers  and  mothers  of  many  children,  and  who 


»6    , 

feelqngtousto  this  day,  though,  me.firf;;^^)!^ 
asleep.    Two  little  boys  from  <^ei  ^H^^^M 
orphans^  came  uoder  mQ  now,  nvsff  eigJiOfiea^g^n. 
ago^  who  are  both  members  Wil^.  uai  jtOjf|}fa|j^||l^ 

and  good  young  (pea  they  V^i  ^^nif^A 
blessing  ia  this;  and  should  this  be  tby.^p|)||^ 
casQy  my  soul  should  rejoice,  even  mine* , ,,(  ^./^.^ 
Yow  intimated  m  your  first  iettS^,  <^^il#f^i)^ 
mil^'shvoiir  iiiiwhat  you  liad  jidiid  ngf^^ 

f^e^^cmfM  Aat  X.sent,  and  if  ^oy^SnAjil^ 
Bq**5,hjmd  in  jl,  for  .he  ii  thePatM?  ofc.|#  fn^R^- 
oii^,  and  the  God  of  all  comfiirt  tA^AfvhfSf^^ 
quickens  die  soul  to  feci  its  need,  andrtq^j^d^fj^ 
lipiJi^er^Sff  his  grace  and  truth.;  wheii  l^e^gjiiY^r flS^ 
k  l^J^ff?^  heart  for  his  favour,  and  3^  huxqsprft^ 
thii;s|t.a{let  righteousness;  arhtim^etmi^  ufNffiG 
a  81^^  pf  our  foolishnesis  and  fbUy,  a}[ic|,|Qeel(|^ 
at!^  s^^ens  our  souls  in  our  secret  pniy9p):is^j4l^ 
sea^^  after  him-othere  is  a  suMume, ,  unf^^f^ 
pOTiatural  sweetness,  a  richness,  fulmess^fK^jS^ 
tisfaction  in  it,  which  is  not  to  be  desqr^ijf^ 
These thiAgs  never  put  us  to  bed,stung^i|i^ 
guilt  and  bitter  reflections,  they  are  not  aitteaclj^^ 
t^ith  the  lashes  of  a  guilty  conscience  nps.w^ 
the  accusations  of  a  cunning  devil,  goqi;  WA^j 
tdssing  from  one  side;  of  the  bed  ta.  th^  f>9^ffq 
with  inward  grief;  nor  do  thpy  .oover.  us.^l^, 
shame,  .i^id  confusbn  of  fece,  W^.ivil^  ti^,' 
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dreadful  piercing  thoughts  of  all  our  sin^  being 
brought  to  light  in  tlie  great  clay  before  God, 
ahgels/and  men. 

'The  thousands  of  hours  that  I  have  spent 
awake  on  the  bed  in  the  night,  with  tears  of  gra- 
titude in  ray  eyes,  and  the  love  of  heaven  in 
Ay  heart,  while  reflecting  on  the  way  that  I 
have  been  led,  the  troubles  that  I  have  been 
btaught  through,  and  the  unalterable  goodness 
smfl  mercy  of  God  that  have  followed  me  alf 
tlirough'  my  days  j  the  numbers  of  youths  that 
KSvc  been  cut  off,  the  fearful  ends  that  some  of 
tH^  hiavc  come  to ;  the  several  gentlemens'fe- 
i^li^i  that  I  have  H\ed  in,  who  are  now  all 
gmie, '  and  not  one  of  them,  nor  one  fellow-scr- 
V4iit  that  I  know  of  that  ever  knew  and  feared 

s 
n  " 

iSy^God :  when  I  the  most  illiterate,  ignorant, 
blibd,  ancf  despicable,  am  still  alive  in  eveiy 
scKse/  and  not  only  raised  to  hope,  but  a  mes- 
s^ger  of  the  Lord  God  of  Hosts  to  one  of  the 
gf&test  cities  in  all  the  world ;  I  am  a  wonder 
td'  many,  but  to  hone  so  great  a  wonder  as  to 
B^self. 

-In  my  carnal  state  I  never  could  rest,  destruc- 
ti{m  and  misery  were  in  all  my  w^ys,  and  the 
■rt^yjof  peace  I  knew  not;  vanity  Wfis  in  every 
tfara^,  that  I  sought  after,  and  always  di>ap~ 
pi^jinted  of  the  llappiness  I  expected^  therefore 
cutting  disappointment  and,  vexation  of  soul 
wlpre  all  that  I  ever  got  in.  the  drudgery  of 
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sataoi ;  I  fiowed  to  the  Hesh,  and  all  that  I  rea|i6f 'i 

* 

was  corruption,  and  when  divine  justice  *ovW*>** 
took  me,  then  I  paid  the  reckoning.     It  lised^* 
to  be  a  terror  to  me  in  my  carnal  state,  the* 
thoughts  and  knowledge  God  had  of  me,  aiDd'Of-' 
all  my  works  and  ways,  and  I  was  afraid  tf^^ 
death,  of  wrath,  of  the  devil,  and  almost  '^f*- 
my  own  shadow ;  but  now  the  thoughts  of  God^A*  ^ 
perfect  knowledge  of  me,  of  my  heart,  wdrtcSj'^ 
ways,  intentions,  and  designs  are  a  pleasnte'^ 
me,  and  all  his  ways  are  peace ;  nor  has  he  -ev€¥^^ 
left  me  unsupported  in  one  time  of  troublci^  niiP 
has  one  trial  come  upon  me  out  of  which  1  Hafif*^ 
not  been  delivered.     O  my  young  friend, '  x^Hfa  * 
is  like  unto  God,  or  to  the  faithfulness  of  ^Giff^ 
to  those  that  are  round  about  him.  '  "1' 

I  saw  a  letter  from  your  fether,   yesterdrfy,^" 
wherein  he  informs  us  that  the  chapel,  or  the  old' 
bam,  is  clearing  out,  and  getting  ready ;  the  LottI* ' 
send  us  a  forward  and  a  mild  spring,  that  I  mtty^' 
visit  them,  see  them,  and  once  more  bless  thctrf'^ 
under  God  before  I  die.     I  would  advise  thee  t6^ 
give  thy  mind  to  reading,  a  chapter  often  rferf- 
furnishes  the  mind  with  thoughts,  and  thoughts 
lead  to  meditation,and  meditation  entertains  the' 
soul ;  **  In  the  multitude  of  my  thoughts  witbin ' 
me,"  says  the  Psalmist,  "  thy  comforts  delight  my' 
soul.*'    And  however  weak  thou  art,  however 
awkward,  however  reluctant,  however  at  a  loss,  or 
however  timorous  or  bashful  thou  mayest  be  at 
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pifEi^.€r,y  et  never  give  it  up,  til  ways  pray  and  never, 
f^nti  for  in  ciijc  time  thou  slialt  reap  if  thou. 
faJAtnot.  God  delights  in  the  prayer  of  them  - 
th^t  seek  ^  hiniy  '^  Call  upon  me  in  the  time  of 
trouble;  I ^wUl  deliver  thee,  and  thou  shalt  glo» 
rrfy  m^,'*\  Psal.  t.  15.  And  again,  ^^  Let  me 
hf^  tliy  voice,  let  me  see  thy  &ce;  s^vcet  is' 
tb5).v(9oe>  and  thy  countenance  is  qomely,''  Saith 
thpjf^f^  Redeemer  of  souls. 

.^I^S^pf^ycr^  prayer  excites  and  encourages  fear, 
fb^-^y^en  thou  ail:  enticed  by  satanto  do^vil,  it. 
wj}JIq  spring  up  in  thy  tinind,  How  thei)  sh^htl; 
faf^-ppd  at  night  when  I  go  to  bed,  .and.pray'^ 
I  ^u^t,'por  conseicncc  will  lash -me  all-Highl;^ 
ai|4  ?Mi  ^vill  bi;ing  the  rod>  or  hardness  of  heart 
upon  mc;  this  will  lielp  to  keep  thee  in  the  fear 
of^ie  Lord  all  the  day  long.  Nobody  knows^  nor 
a^\^  Jqiow,  butthpse  who  feci  and  enjoy  itrthe. 
nq)>le^^glorious,  aiul  inHnite  satisfaction  that  Goil 
sii])plic^  tlu;  spub  of  his  people  with.^    I  have 
n^Wi:feceni  :gp;ug  on  twenty-five  years,  in  hi^ 
s^vi^5^]ai^l  notwithstanding  the  sore  trials, and. 
cigiej- oppositions  that  I  have  metwitli,  yet,  to 
thiftfi^^  piOTc  happy  tlian  all  that  ever  set  th^ih-: 
sejj^fsjigainst  me. ;   Furthermore,  thou  must  not 
tl^^fe:^  strange  if  God  should  shine  iiitothy.' 
h^ift,;anfl  discover  thy  natural  depravity,  which 
tho»»ain€lall«  mankind  are  I)om  with:  nor  need  ' 
thou  be  suiprized  shoidd  very. evil  and  drsagrce-  . 
aide  things,  be  sent  through  thy  mind,  especially 
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when  going  to,  or  when  engaged  In  pr^r«r;.ll 

devil  i»  the  authpr  of  these>  ami  wlien  wc  wouldt 
do  good,  evil  is  preseut  with  m :  a\\  that  vc 
now  in  hmvcn  weut  thitlKi  through  much  tfi- 
bulation,  and  all  were  exercised,  with  the  snme' 
^vib.  I  should  be  glad  of  a  line  if  couvefucnt, 
and.  ma^  tli^  LokI  bless  these  few  scraps  to  iky 
soul's  comfort  is,,  and  shall  be  the  hearty  pnyer 
of  thy  futlier's  friend,  thy  iiiotlier's  friend,  thj 
sister  and  bro;ther"f  frjentli  and  thy  soiil's  friend 
and  well-wiafeer  pi  Chp*t  Jcius,  my  I»id  ami 
,  QiyGod,  ,_^ 

■  '■■^-'■^'-    '"   ■ '-■■""  ,-.i!>u-^  X^«Wt  Wl 

•■--"■-.  ■•     ■  ■■'■    ■-■-■■  ■;.r,,"i   '!■.<   itiAlAu^ 

"■'  '•      ■    LETTEIt  tvr"^"'"l  '"«* 
'  bu'ni 

■      TO  Jff.'C:'    '-K'li'ul  MfT 
■criikfcUL-,'*iW«W' 

,1  WAS.g^.  t9,«pe  a  few  liue»  from  rai, 
Whj^  lu^  ijjig^.yfn^ibrought  tome  by^yoOr 
•^i^^aj^.,  .1.  h^i  continually,  and  that  frogi 
^ffffKOt,  qu^n^r^  l)an%  the  darkness  begiw  to 
pf^^wayi  and  !t^f .the  true  light  spreads,  itself, 
amd.jpiiia  gro^t^;  and  so  it  is  written,  when 
t^heair^jpf  the  ppoF;«nner  is  turned  to  ttie  I/ird, 
thqiTailahall^bfi'tiftwnaway,  and theyttKealiaU 
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^Be'cjjwtroycd  because  of  the  anoiiitingf»  twux. 
^Jt;    tight  (discovers   the  darlmg  object,   ic^d 
^wVi  dissolves  the  stony  heart,  bursts  the  le&ral 
Eaiias^^  afid  sets  the  prisoner  of  hope  at  urge, 
riodiiiig  so  perilous  as  a  blind  vtratchman  g;rop1ng 
mtntokik  ihbuntains of  Hofeb,  luid  cryiAk)  ^ 
^nere,  fa)  blackness,  darkness,  the  tempest,  and  the 
n^  'of  wohls :  "  O  my  soul'  coiiie  hbt  '{hbu 
J^^'tSk^  secret,  uhto  their  assembly  miihe  ho- 
W  not  thou  uhited^**  for  in  a  broken  14w 
Is  a  consuming  fire,  in  a  killing  eoihniind* 
fluent  in  inexorable    creditor,    in  uiuqipeased 
wfttfr  terrible  in  majesty,  in  unsatisfied  justice 
Mtt  angry  judge ;  but  in  tlie  face  of  hisdear  Son 
ft  imqpitiout^fiMher,  in  a  cov^ttat  of  grace  a 
fountain  of  living  waters,  and  in  an  uncondi- 
tional promise  in  Christ  our  exceeding  great 
wwaid. 

The  hearts  of  all  believers  open  and  shut,  rise 

M  aii^k.  conceive  or  discharge,  harden  or  melt 

•CGording  to  the  above  views,  hence  the  charge, 

•*  Look  unto  me ;"  "  Run  the  race  set  bieforc 

Inking  %  Jesus,*^  Heb.  jcW.  2.  ;  aiid  while 

rAapk  we ' "  are  changed  into  the  sititie  "irnHgty 

t»  gfciy  to  glory.**    "  Ha^e  I  been  so'ld^ 

^ftn  i^ou  and  hast  thou  not  seen  ific',  fWfip^? 

tHit  bath  seen  me,  hath  seen  thcFathfrf" 

It  God  as  a  ftther,  is  never  set?n  or  known  bnt 

P^e  fece  of  Christ  Jesus;  God  hath  shitted 

bnr  hearts,  to  gi^e  us  the  light  of  the  knmr- 


F. 
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Faith  at  its  first  ba|piiiiiii(^  and  whaa  mtk  w 
out  of  exercise^  is  not  so  ptrc?p^lei  ^iwlMMi'-- 
ever  it  moves  it  may  be  disceroed  liy  dm  foT^ 
lowing  things;  during  its  es^ercise  if  'sikp^jjim 
mind)  it  brings  peace  to  the  soul,  ajad  is  atten^Kll 
nrith  a  sense  of  the  approbatibib  of  GoA^  aod  wim 
his  presence  with  us  in  some  degree,  which  dbridjt 
this  time  works  by  love^  and  draws  forth  ^ the 
heart  and  affections^  anfd  thanksf^vingsWtjroc 
and  the  more  of  these  we  lwve»  thditron»r^mi  ^ 
getSy  and  cannot  be  fiiUy  disputed  out  ofali  uuft 
the  soul  has  felt  under  these  ezerdses.' 
viaibi  though  short  and  traasieiit^  yet^Wtu,  ^^^ 
tended  with  the  Sowings  out  of  the  heart  m. 
gratitude  to  God^  must  convince  us  that  we  afe 
not  enemies^  or  in  a  state  of  carnal  euHUtyJ^imi 


A  feast  is  made  for  friendi^^^^'^loiti  W 

ffieodsy  drink)  yea  drink  abundandy,  O  beloveif/' 
C$nU  V.  L    This  character  Christ  gave  htt^'  diS^ 
ciples  on  the  very  day  that  he  first  brok^  brm 
with  them,  ^^  Henceforth  I  call  you  not  si6rvii&2k" 
but  frieods,*^  John  XV.  15^  ''   ^^^ 

The  quaUfication  under  the  Old  T^iklb^^ 
was  circumcision,  he  was  to  be  circumcised  aM 
theu  to  eat  it;  and  God  circumcises  our  heart  to' 
love  him  that  we  may  live,  and  they  are  paaied 
from  death  to  life  who  love  the  brethren ;  and  it 
is  easy  to  tell  whether  I  esteem  them  the  excellent 
of  the  earth  who  I  believe  love  the  Lord  Jesun^ 
hence  you  read  in  Jude,  of  feasts  of  charitfi 


■  t  ■   ■  ■  •  ^        " 

e  next  thing  required  at  this  feast  is,  that 
believe  in,  and  receive  the  doctrine  o^  imputed 
ntepusness,  and  the  fruit  and  effect  of  that 
biteousness  dver  wajs/and  ever  tvill  be,  peace; 

I  though  this  peace  be  not  always  enjoyed, 
any  person  may  know  whether  he  ever  was 

pured  with  the  eqjoyment  of  it  or  no.  The 
iinance  is  a  marriage  feast,  it  is  the  communion 
the  body  aild  blood  of  Christ,  hence  the  king 
i^d  f&qlt  of  him  at  the  feast,:  who  had  not  ot> 
weiiding  garment 
lliose  texts  mentioned  by  Paul  such  as  ndt 

I*  unntror^bily,  Sec  are  such  as  a  weak  believer 
inbt.  try  hitnself  by ;  look  to  the  disciples  and 
t  Where  they  were  when  the  Lord  ^ve  it  them, 
iy  could  not  discern  the  Lord's  body  for  it  was 
t  pneredi  oor  were  their  eyes  opened,  nor  did 
gf  kppw  the  scriptures,  nor  the  end  of  his  deatb^ 
r^of  bis  resurrection ;  yet  they  believed  idr  him, 
they  followed  him;  they  loved  him,  and 
iv  abpde  by  him ;  and  if  nothing  in  this  world 

II  satisfy  us  but  Chri3t,   h^  must  have  our 
ir^  and  if  be  has  got  our  hearts  he  is  our 

asure. 

Farewell, 

W.H.  S.S. 


.f:-r 


LErrER  xvir. 


TO  THE  SAME,  ^      v'  liil 

My  dearly  Beloved  B^rolher  in  the  Lord  Jesus  CbiisW     ;  ^nn 

'      .    .         •  \  ■' 

.  You  know  not  boyir  much  I  long- ta  see^iijf 
B.  friendsy  and  I  am  now  in  hopes  .of  bang 
^  enabled  to  reach  L.  if  some  unforeseen  «pcidi|pt 
>4)ir  frowning  providence^  doth  not  cut  ny  fiboniig 
'  expectations  off^  which  I  hope  in  God  ittwill  tmL 
^'I  am  half  dead  with  a  cold  and  violent tcou^ 

4 

but  I  still  blunder  on,  for  my  soul  will  worfeif 
the  body  gives  it  up.  I  have  been  labouring 
with  bis  Excellency  to  ipake  an  eKchange  with 
me,  and  he  has  been  throwing  such  mountains  of 
difficulties  in  the  way,  thajt  I  have  been  almost 
ready  to  act  the  Welchman  with  him;  I  have 
sent  to  request  a  yea  or  nay. 

This  winter  has  swept  away  many  of  the  old 
Standards  from  us,  and  death  works  in  me,  yet 
by  my  preaching  life  works  in  others ;  the  out- 
ward man  decays,  but  the  inward  man  waxes  not 
old.  God  is  the  father  of  the  new  man,  and 
being  of  a  divine  origin  he  will  for  ever  be  the 
new  man;  and  truly  the  numberless  infirmities 
'.  of  the  body,  and  the  many  cross  and  mortifying 
disappointments  which  happen  to  cross  tbt  flesbi 
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often  occasion  fnesh  vigour  to  faith  and  hope,  f 
and  a  fresh  sickness  of  this  world  and  all  that  is  i 
in  it     But  God  will  preserve,  revive,   renew, 
refresh,  and  keep  alivQ  all  his  plantation  of  grace ; 
fear,  hope,  love,  faith,  meekness,  patience,  con- 
trition, compunedon,  godly  sorrow,  self-abase- 
Dient,   humility,  and  self-abhorrence,  mourning 
and   weeping   after  him,    confessions   to    bite, 
,  JksBiVdA  after  him,  poverty  of  spirit,  and  a  "hunger 
jL;iaiid  eiiirst  for  his  presence,  praise  and  tbanKs- 
tfighing,  aH  these  are  the  crop  from  wbidb  the 
grbrd' receives  bis  tribute;  and  every  time  either 
.  t«Df  ftbem  Iff  exercised  '  toward  God  or  toward 
^rij^imnpeople;  there  is  a  fruit  brought  forth,  atid 
)i  sAfmetiittes  the  Spirit  moves  one  and  sometimes 
grmnrtber.    Tender  my  kindest  love  to  aU  friends. 

rfjr/'  >r     '  Your  aflFectionate  Friend 

\0    ^f^':    ■  '■■■ 

)3oni!r  ■  and  Brother  in  Christ, .  , 

9vi;ri  ^  W.H.  S.S. 

bfo  *>•:•'    •  ' 

iy/     1  ■ 

/^"  LETTER  X VIIL 

*'^'    '  TO  THE  SAME. 

£,,  *     Why  John,  what  are  you  about?    What, 

I  Jbcive  you  forgot  yourself?  Are  you  mad,  or  what  ? 

Never  think  to  gain  any  ground^  nor  to  obtain 
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aAd  {miiderin§.o<Qeiuhi8  tfiaflafiw;^  Ufe  idevil  lUMwc 
taiget  wai this,  ^tKLu'Sooaa^^he^bMsim^ 
oMi^rruptioDy' tbeA  be  will  put.<Qriidii'lifeiM(^B 
yigpoc  into  auother,  And  then  le«d'  n»  inito  aimlfioJ 
cbomber  of  iiBBger]^:«nd  tbenmftkr  tia  look^tbfki^ 
as.jwe»lo0k  vesinky  and  w  we  sink  wt  ik^  miifd^tf^ 
wa£rcrt^jwdatraigb|3eQ  and  contract  j  aoithto<blftig{i/' 
fear»:cluuta9,infidelity,  rebelUon,  and  dMptiadttte^^ 
]3ut  ktbiB  wbat  tlie  Mriptore  caHi/ lotfMttg  iii" 
Jesus  r  Is  it  not  the  blood  of  Cbrat.tiiAV.4de#lltHW<J 

^^^^%!i?^^  ^^  Purist  w))ipb  ju9tjfi«0  iMbftoiao 
h\^  tl/^8,^  n^>?y  iB  the  pre?€nca  ffi  Q^^.staA^o 
be(p^|bejjthrop|f  ?  .  And  dp  flfttiwB.jrjiit  Mi.boiMlb 
of  jhe;.^^hteQusDe8s  wbicb  is  l^y  faitji ?  M^iid  6$lb 
no^,fh\9ji  crown  of ^  rigbteouanes^^  v^iisb  4itt:» 
rig^^ous  Judge  will  give  us  in  tbat  day  r ,  And;ilb 
it  n^t  t,q  ^U,  and  upon  all  tbat  believe  ?  .  And  iarf 
not  peace  the  undoubted  and  infallittte  fruibiawftd 
effect  of  it  ?  And  has  not  thy  soul  often  f^U  «f)idi>r 
enjoyed  this?,.  .      ..  norfr 

O  John,  we  are  complete  in  bim ;  w^t^outL£|tt)fti> 
before  the  throne;  all  fi^ir  and.QO  spot  in  j^i; 
*' God  hath  not  beheld  iniquity  in  .  Jticob^.^  qorti 
perverseness  in  Israel,"  Numb,  xxiii.  SK  ."rYi>> 
are  clean  every  whit,**  says  the  Saviour ;  ".  Claaqa 
tbroifgli  the  word  which  I  have  spo.keq  unto  yovki'.^ 
John  XV..  3;  for  ^he  sayes  us^  with  the  washing.. aft 
water  by  the  word,  that  isj  the  power,  the  peace. 
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• 

tltfiifej  the  comfbrt  we  feel: under  the  wierd^  is  - 
the- spirit  that  cleanses  this  you  have  known 

and  felt,  and  let  not  the  devil  dispute  thee  out  of 
it;  '^Cast  not  away  your  confidence,  which  hath 
a  great  recompencef  of  reward.'"  Give  no  place 
torihe  devil,  banter  hiofi,  bring  forth  the  sword  of 

Chj^wSpirit  to  him,  It  is  written,  it  is  written,  he 

« 

c^ntnot  stand  this.  Keep  your  eyes  on  the  head, 
who  is  our  wisdom,  rigbteousoess,  sanctification, 
and  ..redemption,  and  he  loves  us  dearly,  and 
wji\  never,  never  leave  nor  forsake  his  dear- 
bQ!9gbt  family.  ^ 

dJBfesides,'  do  you  suppose,  or  can  yoq  think,  that 
o«r)d^ariy -beloved  Lord  and  Savibor  brides  thit 
etfoifttsi^  *  to  your  mind  ?  Is  he  the  author  o^ 
d0r)cnfes8^  'legeA  bondage,  bitterness  of  's]Arit,' 
aAd  ^0irife  Uiat  you  feel  ?  Does  he  send,  or' 
cAMe  'to  Ispring  up  those  doubts  and  fears;  in^- 
delities,  and  misgivings  df  heart  which  the  db^il 
iMft  Ihei' insolence  to  father  or  palm  upon  the  holy, 
liAnAless  Lamb  of  God  ?  No,  no,  whenever  he 
^itt  thy  £k)ul  he  goes  through  these  briers  and 
thorns,  which  the  devil  sets  against  him  in  battle; 
aiUl^iMiftn  them  all  together,  Isai.  xxvii.  4.  He 
always  brings  thee  forth  to  the  light,  that  thou 
mbyest  beh6ld  how  righteous  he  is;  peace,  joy, 
CG^fort  and  quietude  are  always  the  effects  of 
bis  visits.  He  removes  satan's  rubbish,  and 
brings  his  beloved  grace,  "His  reward  is  with 
hfai^  and  his  work  before  him."    I  do  believe  that 
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company k.  ••■■.'■     '•"    •, .' '■.■■v' -i  ^  »'!.:  r.:;f, 

•      *     ■ 

\  ■  .    "■  * 

Sly  Pear  Fhendi  ,    ^ 

uv ,  A099  »»i^o  to,  my  wropua^  ^^«»4f*?»Hl?^ 
l^  ^tPjlet  you  kww  tbat  we  arpyed  /m^i^  ^fjfis 

,  (^r  fl^ci  I  was  quite,  weafy  with  .the  .fwf^t jfj^^the 

,^y^,ftn<H  coatinued  in,^  fev^.  all  ib^^re^^jj^.!^ 
^«k^,,^nd  was  very  wfii^s  oi^  SiMidi^y  ,Mpi;f)ii)g; 
and  it  l^^iog  qrdinauce  dayi  ^ud  bftyipg  9f^  tifoes 
running  to  preach,  I  was  not  a  iU^e  disqqv^ip^i^ 
as^^  weather  wa^  so, hot .  Qo^  Tues40ff  pi^ 
wj^opeoed  Monkwell-street,  after  its  h4yii^||;J|)^ 

.  j^ut  up  threp  qr  four  months»,ai;i4  Wfis^sQ  f^piffj^ 
as  to  be  almost  melted ;  but  Gpc|  w^  bfl^ejr.  to 

jne  than  all  my  fea^s,  for  he  led.  me  ,throi]g|[|,i|ith 
a  very  high  hand,  and  nqt  one  barren  time  ii^..all 
the  six,  and  was  ten  times  stronger  and  better,  in 
health  when  I  had  finished  the  last,  thaq  wbefli  I 
began  the  first 

.  /^  Ver^y  shall  one  say,  in  the  Lord^haye  I 
righteousness  and  strength."     The    $treng^;0f 
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Itrael  will  not  appear  till  our  BtrengtbisaiUtgode, 
and  there  is  none  left     Much  strength  is  wanted 
to  oppose  and  conflict  with  his  enemies,  and  to 
carry  on  his  work,  and  who  is  sufficient  for  these 
things  ?  but,  ^*  He  giveth  power  to  the  faint,  and 
to    them    that    have    no    might   he  -increaseth 
strength ;"   hence  the  paradox,   **  Let  the  weak 
say,    I  am  strong  ;"*  and  many  times  have  I  ob- 
served  his  strength  to  be  made  perfect  in  my 
weakness,  when  my  lieart  and  flesh  both  have 
failed.    But  it  is  throughout  the  whole  pilgrimage, 
as  it  is  at  first  finding  fieivour  in  bis  eyes ;  '^  And 
'^Wbdn  they  had  nothing  to  pay,  iie  frankly  forgave 
^'ihein  both,**  Luke  vii.  4S.    Thus  none  biit  insol- 
'^^Vedts  find  forgiveness,  pone  but  criminals  find 
^^H|^teoasness^  none  but  the  dead  find  life,  and 
'  iibne  but  the  perishing  find  bread ;  the  poor  find 
^'"'irealtb,  and  the  weak  strength ;  he  will  be  a  whole 
^'^viour,  or  none  at  all. 

^  '^  I  shall  not  be  able  to  fill  up  this  paper,  for  my 

"^^itiavailing  pains  are  coming  on  me  again,  as  is 

*jhd  case  with  me  weekly.     No  labour,  no  power 

'  ''oh  Sunday,  and  so  it  is  with  all  spiritual  hearers ; 

'if  Acyhave  no  furnace-work  in  the  week,  they 

^'  have  no  appetite  on  Sunday,  and  if  no  appetite 

*'  BO  food ;  they  go  away  crossed  and  disappointed, 

murmuring  and  rebelling,  and  this  betrays  them 

into  a  spirit  of  bondage,  and  bondage  is  a  bitter 

'  portion,  and  nothing  creates  an  appetite  better 

than  a  cup  of  this  sort  of  camomile  tea;    and 


If 

after  this,  ten  to  one  but  the  nexfc  9DRday  fMKM^ 
ing,  is  one  of  the  days  of  the  Son  of  man  ;  sd  1  go 
on,  and  so  do  you.  I  hope  the  harrest  is  attmHt 
in,  do  inform  me  by  a  line.  Remember  me  td'ati 
t|ie^faijuly.  '  '  ''   , 

'y,,'^"/jjJ*^;jyour'9  most  affectionately,' 

'':',;;  vi^''"  -  w.  h.  s,s' 

,   .         ;;    i.:  .  ...    .-5 /»   -:((!.-«  ;/ i«JS  ,»«1S 

TO  THE'  same:  '  '■'■  ■'  •■''■'  '* '^"^  ^ 

My  diocese,  my  dear  friend,  gredily  io- 
creuses,  and  I  bid  fair  »o  be  a  bishop  at  la^j  flic 
more  I  am  debased,  the  higher  I  rise,  'ftiidthe 
more  I  am  resisted,  the  more  I  eiftend;  and 
blessed  be  he  that  enlargeth  G&d,  for  the  Lord's 
forces  must  go  on,  from  conquering  and  to  con- 
quer. My  bow  still  abides  in  strengrti,  Ae 
arrows  of  the  Almighty  still  fly  abroad,  and  ene- 
mies are  still  falling  under  him.  What  pafns  doe 
the  Lord  take  to  get  a  wife,  and  liow  many  fore- 
skins of  the  Philistines  are  told'  down  in  bis 
obtaining  her.  First  he  goes  as  a  man  of  war, 
girds  his  sword  upon  his  thigh  as  the  most  mi^ty, 
and  in  liis  majesty  rides  prosperously,  discharging 
his  irresistible  artillery,  which  are  sharp,  in  tk 
Jiearts  of  his  enemies,  till  they  bow  to  his  sceptre, 
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submit  to  his  yoke,  kiss  and  embrace  the  Son,  and 
crown  him  kingof  their  hearts,  by  acknowledging  \\\i 
all-conquering  power,  and  by  ascribing  all  the  glory 
of  our  salration  to  him.  He  then  dispenses  the 
words  of  truth,  meekness,  and  righteousness,  and 
then  up  we  get  into  the  chariot  of  salvation,  paved 
with  love  for  all  espoused  souls,  made  free  by  new 
covenant  mercy,  and  therefore  called  children  of 
the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  which  is  the  covenant  of 
grace,  and  which  covenant  is  the  mother  of  us  all; 
we  being  called  children  of  promise,  and  children 
of  the  covenant.  Acts  iii.  S5. 

I  have  but  yesterday  received  good  tidings  by  a 
lotter'from  a  friend  in  town,  that  we  still  increase 
and  multiply,  and  replenish  the  earth,  though  we 
cannot  subdue  it.     And  now  how  does  John  go 
op?     Does  he  gain  ground,  or 'loose?     Does  h^"' 
lu^ld  fast  his  integrity,  or  cast  away  bis  coii-  ' 
fid^ncer     Does  he  make  any  inroads  upon  sat^n,' 
or  give  place  to  the  devil?     Does  the  battle  hahg 
in.. an  even  and  doubtful  scale,  or  does  the  exer* 
tions  of  hope  ^counteract  the  misgiving^  of  heart?  ' 
Is  the  door  of  hope  open  to  thee  ?     Is  the  ^te  of  ' 
life  displayed,  and  do  you  go  in  and  out,  and  find 
pasture?  in  to  be  fed,  out  to  get  an  appetite;  ih 
to  be  strengtliened,  out  to  hare  that  strengCh. tried'; 
in  to  be  encouraged,  out  to  be  discouraged ;  in  to 
be  succoured,  out  to  be  tempted;  in  to  be  melted, 
Cut  to  be  hardened;  in  to  enjoy  tlie  love  of  God, 
'luid  out  to  lament  your  carnal  enmity. 
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And  pray  wbo  keeps  hoosd,  SMthidtiUagMld^lj 
And  who  do^you  «ieavetoiii  your  s^io0^:tih^lbg.  J 
master  or  toibe  seonvant?  To  Jo^in^^for  toiMiMiMbo 
If  to  Jesus^  you  k>ye^  fdmire,^  amtadoDO'  lwm>  ^9tiusg 
loathe  yourself;   but  if  to  Mdtes, itciuiii^.:iud*iii 
hard  thpugbti  of  God  are  uppennott^  •aod>aeUrNli3l 
the  chief  object  of  your  pity  andi  compaiaMiiftjc 
And'thifl  will  ever  be  £Mnd  to  be  an  noondogMlibie 
to  try  ours^Tes  by,;  whether  we  bQ,unde»4i(titilttw 
covenant^  and  an  evangelical  influence,  or  whether^ 
our  old  legal  and  self-righteous  spirit,  leayen  and 
ferment  us :  looking  to  Jesus  produces  the  former, 
looking  to  self  is  the  effectual  means  of  procuring 
the  latter.     Not  one  inch  of  the  path  of  life  do  we 
tread  in  faith,  but  what  satan  disputes  with  us;  all. 
our  best  frames,  best  wishes,  most  honest  endea* 
vours  are  criticised,  suspected,  and  censured  by 
the  devil;  every  sensation,  every  token  for  gdod^ 
everf  evidence  in  our  favour,   all  our  €OQve]i^* 
tion  in  company,  every  sermon  delivered  •  blf^lteil) 
Doctor  is  sure  to  be  wrong;  all  is  sifted jaa^v 
harrowed  up,  canvassed  and  called^  QveiVi  :Si|M:- 
pectedy   controverted,  and  the  whole  truth:  oti  ilpB 
and  sincerity  i§  much  questioned  by  this  king  •!/< 
endless  misery,  this  demigod  of  all  deceptioo^.^nd)!; 
this  supreme  sovereign  of  eternal  torment :  i ;  >    .wi> 

This  day  is  a  fine  day,  and  my  noddle  is  opoftlj 
the  wing,  and  my  imagination  upon  the  wiqilii'J 
I  have  been  t|iis  day  to  ■■  '  ,  to  fi.  to  tifejb 
vicarage  at  L.  and  nobody  knows  where  beaide^ll 
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if  ybii  can  believe  it;  but  for  my  part  I  cannot. 
I  have  been  up  this  morning  ever  since  three 
o*clock|  first  writing  then  giving  orders  in  the 
gai^den ;  in  again  to  write,  then  out  to  pruning; 
in  to  read  letters,  then  out  to  find  fault,  this  I 
leairaed  of  the  scrap  of  Excellence.  Poor  Betty 
at  Seven  Oaks  has  been  up  to  see  me,  and  fell 
aicfe  with  her  first  fit  of  the  gout.  Pray  send  me. 
woffd  how  you  all  are,  and  you  will  oblige 
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LETTER  XXI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


Iffar  Friend  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

i.  Grace  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto  thee, 
tbiMMigii  the  great  and  glorious  channel  of  all  con- 
veifance,  our  dearly  beloved  mediator  and  advo- 
cate^ '  through  whom  and  by  whom  every  blessing 
audi  mercy  comes  to  us,  and  through  whom  and  by 
whom  every  prayer,  praise,  or  that^^-offering  can 
g^  from  us  to  God  with  acceptance.  He  is  an 
everlasting  father  to  all  the  family,  and  a  glorious 
throne  to  his  father's  house.  The  keys  of  the 
kingdom  of  God  are  upon  his  shoulder,  he  opens. 
and  none  can  shut,  and  shuts  and  Qone  can  open. 
He  is  fastened  as  a  nail  in  a  sure  place,  and  whece 
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h«  wa»  Dtiled  there  he  nailed  our  sios^  and  the 
hand'writiDg  that  was  against  us.  The  oflqirfiig 
and  the  issue,  and  all  the  vessels  of  merqf  fran 
tlie  cups  to  the  flaggons,  muet  han^  herc^  IsaL 
xxii.  S4. 

An  arm  of  Aesh,  trust  in' the  human  hearty  the 
doctrines  of  men,  a  form  of  godliuesa^  al),  MM 
in  a  broken  law,  or  confidence  in  the  best  ef 
frames  will  give  way,  so  Peter  found  ity  .an^  mjmy 
others;  but  to  be  strong  in  the  grace  thatuia 
Christ  Jesus,  is  everlasting  strength;  this^^^n^ 
dation  can  never  fiul,  nor  shall  the  gates  pi  ndl 
ever  prevail  against  it,  or  against  the  sou\  diat 
builds  all  bis  hopes,  dependence,  and  expecta- 
tions on  it  The  human  nature  of  the  Soq  of 
God  is  his  throne,  in  which  all  the  fulbess  of  hit 
godhead  dwells,  and  out  of  which  every  perfection 
of  infinite  divinity  will  for  ever  shine.  In  this 
nature  our  sins  were  borne,  upon  this  assumed 
nature  the  curse  of  a  broken  law  was  ex^tated, 
and  of  whom  justice  got  full  satisfaction:  ^' He 
was  oppressed,  and  he  was  aflSicted,""  Isai.  liiu  7; 
the  whole  debt  was  exacted,  and  he  made  resUtu- 
tion;  he  restored  that  which  he  took  not  away. 
Thus  justice  satisfied  and  judgment  executed; 
became  the  habitation  of  bis  tbrorie,  thait  mercy 
and  truth  might  go  before  his  face,  Psat.  Ixxxix. 
14;  to  the  honour  and  glory  of  truth  and  righ- 
teousness, in  sweet  harmony  with  mercy  and 
peace,  which  met  together  and  kissed  each  other 
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upod  this  pacific  occasipn,  which  brought  dariag 
rebels  to  the  cros^  and  God  himself  to  dwell  wiiU 
the  rebellious:. 

lo  the  face  of  Christ  crucified^  Gdd  appears 

~' 'well-pleaded,  and  shines  with  pleasure,  approba- 
tion, and  delight  upon  all  that  approach  this  throne 
of  grace,  sensible  of  their  wants ;  hence  faith  in 

^^  Christ  becomes  the  only  way  of  access,  all  other 
aviihires  afe  stopped   up;   in  every  other  view 

.  Mod*a  face,  as  well-pleased,  is  hid,  and  the  sword 
cf  justice  it  brandished  to  keep  this  wayiotire^ 
mis  way  of  the  tree  of  life.  Hero  we  maV  come 
with  boldness  to  the  throne  of  grace ;  there  is  i)0 
omtflicle,  no  lei;  no  hindrance  in  this  «ray ;  the 
8wbr^  6f^  justice  is  sheathed^  the  law  magmfied, 
tpe  ransom  prio^  paid,  the  devil  dethroned;-  sin 
expiated,  wrath  endured,  God  well-pleased,  sin- 
nei9  redeemed,  enemies  reconciled;  and  gift^^ 
rccieived  Tor  (he  rebellious,  that  the  Lord  God 
might  dwell  among  them.     It  is  with  the^brokcu 

..^'d  contrite-hearted,  atid  with  those  that  tremble 

^  at  his  word  that  he  will  dwell,  to  revive  tire  heart 
of  the  humble,  and  the  spirit  of  the  coutrite  ones, 
liiai.   Ivii.    15;    for  after  lie  has  smitten  them, 

*  crossed  thecn,  disappointed  them,  weakened  thom^ 
crippled  them,  softened  them,  and  humbled  them ; 
oiade  them  sore,  tender,  chafed  them  and  fretted 
them,  till  they  are  grieved,  dejected,  dismayed, 

"wearied,  and  sore  wounded  —  tlien  be  revives  the 
.  broken  heart,  and  the  contrite  spirit,  by  the  dis- 
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coveries  of  his  love,  tender  pity  and  compftssioa; 
by  the  humbling  operatioDS  of  his  mercy,  by  tbe 
^weet  rays  of  his  reconciled  countenance,  by 
iji^dding  hopes  and  melting  joys,  by  softening 
, jvirprds  and  encouraging  promises,  by  tbe  Spirit'! 
.^ftening  and  dissolving  allurements,  by  energy 
l^ji^ith  bim  10  prayer,  by  self- abhorring  sensations, 
,^b^  tbe  mast  cutting  views  of  sin  and  tbe  most 
-^endearing  prospects  of  pardon,  by  intolerable 
self-loathing  and  unutterable  feelings  for  the 
cruciBed  Redeemer ;  all  these  are  preludes  to, 
and  earnests,  and  forerunners  of  better  days  to 
come. 

For  who  are  those  that  the  Lord  Jesus  is  sent 
to  ?  Why  to  tbe  broken-hearted,  to  bind  them 
up  with  love ;  to  the  prisoner  who  feels  his  chains, 
and  the  power  of  satan,  to  proclaim  liberty  lo 
them;  to  the  weary,  to  speak  a  word  in  due 
season  to  them ;  to  the  weak,  to  increase  their 
strength ;  to  the  mourners  in  Zion,  to  comforl 
them  ;  to  the  weary  and  heavy  laden,  to  give  rest 
unto  them;  to  feed  the  faint,  to  seek  the  strayed, 
to  save  the  lost,  to  heal  the  sick,  to  teach  the 
ignorant,  to  enlighteo  them  that  sit  in  darkness 
and  in  the  shadow  of  death,  and  to  guide  their 
feet  into  the  way  of  peace.  My  dear  youDg 
friend  and  brother,  set  thy  heart  upon  these 
things ;  these  will  stand  when  thou  shall  say,  as 
I  do  of  all  other  vanities,  that  m'y  soul  hath  no 
pleasure  in  them. 


8:J  .  . 

This,  my  dear  friend,  is  the  better  piart,  ttie 

better  portion,  which  cannot  be  taken  from  us ; 

but  all  others  will  appear  a  universal  blank,  and 

leave  us  without  a  prop,  without  a  plea,  without 

m  daim,  without  a  grain  of  faith,  a  beam  of  hope, 

6r  a  living  coal  of  divine  love— -so  I  write,  and 

so  you  believe.     May  the  better  part,  and  best 

of   blessings    rest  on  thee,    is  the  desire  and 

.prayer  of, 

pear  friend. 

Ever  your's  inChtiifr, - 


» f 


■•'».■ 


LETTER  XXII. 


t  -. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Wednesday  Morning.    Cricklcwuud. 
Beloved, 

Next  Sunday  is  Christmas  day,  a  day 
!^bich  by  such  poor  souls  as  ours  will  never  be^ 
forgot,  ^^  For  unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a 
aon  is  given,  and  the  government  shall  be  upon  bis 
^Qulder,"  and  not  upon  ours.  "  Every  battle  of 
the  warrior  is  with  confused  noise,  and  garments 
roUed'in  blood)  but  this  shall  be  with  burning  and 
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fuel  of  fire :  for  unto  us  a  child  is  bora,**  IsaL  ix. 
Sj  6 ;  born  a  warrior,  born  to  fight^  and  to  fight 
with  fire ;  '^  For  by  fire  and  by  bis  sword  will  the 
Lord  plead  with  all  flesh :   and  the  slain  of  the 
Lord  shall  be  many,"  Isai.  IxvL  16.    With  the 
sword  of  the  Spirit;  and  with  the  arrows  of  con* 
viction,  he  attacks  the  elect  rebels,  the  sword  co^ts 
them  to  the  heart,  the  arrows  are  sharp  in  the 
hearts  of  the  king's  enemies,  whereby  they  &M 
under  him,  submit  to  him,  bending  to  his  will ; 
they,  by  the  Spirit  of  truth,  by  a  love  to  his  name, 
and  by  a  zeal  for  his  righteous  cause,  become  on 
his  side,    and    for  him;    they  plead  his  cause, 
vindicate  his  honour,  and  use  his  sword  on  his 
behalf,  while  the  fire  of  love  and  zeal  sharpens 
the  edge,  and  emboldens  the  soldier,  while  the 
captain  of  our  salvation   by  a  fresh  supply  of 
grace,  an  increase  of  knowledge,  and  fresh  dis- 
coveries of  his  love  and  power,  keeps  his  troops 
though  faint,  yet  pursuing. 

On  the  other  hand,  satan  seing  his  kingdom 
disturbed,  weakened,  plundered,  and  his  loyal 
subjects  and  lawful  captains  taken  from  his  hand, 
and  raised  up  to  fill  his  place  in  heaven,  made 
vacant  by  his  sin,  falls  in  jealous  rage  upon  the 
.  Lord's  subjects  (now  become  loyal  to  him),  like 
lightning  falling  from  heaven.  He  musters  his 
forces  armed  with  iron  breast- plates,  or  a  seared 
^  conscience ;  furnishes  their  mouths  with  bitter 
words,  called  drawn  swords,  and  their  souls  are 
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inflamed  with  rage  in  bis  cause ;  their  wrath  is 
kindled  against  us,  and  surely  if  the  Lord  was 
not  on  our  side  ihey  would  swallow  us  up :  "I 
came  not  to  send  peace  upon  earth,  but  a  sword 
and  a  fire ;  and  what  will  I,  if  it  be  already  kin- 
dled ?"  Thus  this  w£^r  must  go  on,  ten  thousand 
against  twenty  thousand,  till  the  good  fight  of 
faith  is  fought,  and  heaven  reward  the  conquerors; 
and  then  hell  shall  receive  the  rebels,  and  endless 
flames  destroy  the  sinners  as  stubble  fully  dry  — 
this  is  the  fuel  of  fire.  In  this  w^ar  expect  no 
parley,  no  cessation  of  arms,  no  winter  quarters ; 
no,  nothing  but  an  eternal  pension.  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  see  you  these  holidays. 

Your's  most  affectionately, 

S.S. 


LE^ITER  XXIII. 

I  WISH  much  to  know  how  you  got  home, 
fis  it  was  so  uncomfortable  a  day  for  travelling, 
if  you  set  out  on  Tuesday  as  you  intended.  The 
Lord's  unction  is  the  oil  that  makes  the  face  to 
shine,  Psal.  civ.  15;  and  every  beam  or  ray  of 
this  shining  lustre,  is  watched  and  observed  with 
a  jealous  eye,  especially  by  those  who  have  any 
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and  an  apostate,  tfiid  my  sOui  bat6sl](iiif,'aflld-l^'^ 
believe  his  soul  abhoitetb  me;  and  tftfis  is  tbtf^^ 
bar,  this  the^ criterion  of  the  serpeht*^  seedj  aiirt*^ 
Zion's  seed.  It  is  to  tbem  an  evident  tolb^o^-* 
perdition,  and  to  us  an  evident  tokeri  of 'fl«(l- 
vation^  and  that  of  God;  and  these  afe'thW'' 
effects  of  the  two  mountains  of  brass^  at*whiW^ 
the  one  kicks,  stumbles  and  &Us,  and  otf  Wlii^faf^ 
the  other  stands  so  fast  as  not  to  be  rodved  firoif^^ 
the  rock,  though  the  rains  descend,  tb^  wimB*'' 
blow,  and  the  floods  beat  veh^tnentty,  bdb^^' 
founded  upon  a  rock;  and  that  i^ck  beihg'^i!^ 
chosen,  an  elect,  a  precious,  and  a  sure  foundk^' 
tiort,  and  a  chief  corner  stone.  ■     *»« 

ITiis  discriminating  decree  of  heavtti  is'  thiT' 
gulf  fixed,  and  a  deep  one  it  is,  never  to  be  fa- 
thonicd,  dived  into,  nor  searched  out,  but  must 
be  solved  and  resolved  into  the  good  will  and 
pleasure  of  God,  who  has  not  appointed  us  to 
wrath,  but  to  obtain  the  salvation  that  is  in 
Christ,  and  that  with  eternal  glorj^;  and  this 
many  of  our  enemies  see,  and  know,  and  fret 
and  kick  at.  And  so  says  the  Lord,  "  And  they 
shall  call  them,  The  holy  people,  the  redeemed 
of  the  Lord:  and  thou  shalt  be  (failed.  Sought 
out,  a  city  not  forsaken,"  Isai  Ixii.  1 2.  i  Again, 
"  And  all  that  see  them  shall  acknowledge  thtm, 
that  they  are  the  seed  wliich  the  Lord  hath 
blessed,"  IsaL  l:ii.  9.  And  this  is  s«eii  by  thoii- 
«anri8j.  Saul  owned  it  to  David,  and  the^fifect 
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fit  is,  as  the  wise  man  says,  ^^  Hie  wicked  are 
..abomination  to  the  just;  and  he  that  is  up- 
;bt  in  the  way  is  an  abomination  to  the  wick- 
t"  rPiov.  xxix.  27. 

Ajid.  this  has  brought  to  me,  from  various 
the  sons  of  darkness,  many  a  desperate  laugh, 
i|iy  a  revengeful  smile,  and  many  a  horrid 
i  h^lish  grin.  I  could  not  but  observe  this 
t  Tuesday  as  I  went  to  Monkwell-street,  I 
V  3ome  youths  who  appeared  as  if  the  devil 
^od  through  their  eyes,  and  grinned  at  me 
lUji  their  teeth,  the  mouth  of  such  being  the 
l^  of  the  asp ;  but,  "  Even  in  laughter  th6 
sirt  is  sorrowful ;"  says  wisdom,  "  and  the  end 
that  mirth  is  heaviness,"  Prov.  xiv,  13. 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 


r  ' 


LETfER  XXV, 


TO  THE  SAME. 


rCabin  on  board  the  Providence,  outward  bound,  for  the 
^iir' Havens,  ihc  Friendly  Islands,  and  the  Cape  of  Good 

'You  must  not  wonder  at  this,  for  over  my 
dy  door  at  the  chapel  is  written,  in  large  gilt 
«rs,  The  Cabin.     Whether- in  bondage  or, in 
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liberty,  whelfaer' in   th6  dark  ^  k|iTtlifei4|gf|^M(f 

whether  the  Lord  be  absent  or  pteMttt^'^l  adtfcv 

retirement  as  the  best  way  to  settle ' 'MMtftoi  ^ 

public   means   are  ploughing  and  sowteg}^  Mil  ^ 

private    meditation,    (rf>8erYatira,-    r0^tig^^WSi^ 

prayer,  barrows  it  in;  besides  it  iS'  a  'riil^4lli^^ 

to  find  a  companion  of  your  own  stature; '  TMlt'I  ^ 

recommend  to  thee,  to  observe  idl  thalt  mppiist  W^^ 

frown  up<Mi  thee,  or  fiivoar  thee  in 'i^  tiaMiiJB^ 

down  and  lifUngs  up,  discouiragenieiibirtiAeAtfttil?'^ 

ragements,  Mnbracings  and  refhUbifags  toi  dab^faH^P^ 

rods  Mid  healings,  and  let  ionfe8iioni^'ifcfi)|§tr-b>>. 

ledgements,  thanks  and  prayers,  phases  «nd  blisB^^ 

ings  move  in  concert  with  these  diffiBredV^^fb^^ 

pensations,  as  the  wheels  do  with  th&  cheV^Hiifii^^ 

the  cherubims  are  nothing  but  preachers,  atid  iiHtfod) 

wheels  are  nothing  else  but  the  churches^  calkid  ^^ 

the  chariot  of  his  willing  people.  -  ■ '  ^"y^^^ 

In  the  Revelations  the  wheeb  are  called  ^eA^S^'" 

and  the  cherubims  beasts,  and  both  join  in  thi0^^^ 

song,  ^  Thou  hast  redeemed  us."    A  cheriib'  i^^  ^' 

an  ox,  compare  Ezek.  i.  10,  with  Ezek.'  ti^:  14^'"'' 

mind,  what  is  called  an  ox,  in  £zek.  i.  19,  ib^^*^' 

called  a  cherub  in  the  tenth  chapter,  and-four^^>'i 

teenth  verse.     They  are  oxen  that  tread  out  die'^"' 

corn,  and  they  that  eat  it,  digest  it,  and  concoct  i^i'  "^ 

move  in  concert;  and  do  you  see  how  they  sihg  in '" " 

Revelations,  the  fifth  chapter,  eighth  and  ninth   -- 

verses.  Be  frequent  at  the  bible  when  a  leisure  hour 

offers,  it  fumislies   the   mind,  and  counteracts 
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the  devil  in  the  sale  of  his  wares ;  youthful  lusts^ 
vanity,  and  unc  leanness  is  all  he  can  feed  on ; 
he  is  the  same  in  the  carnal  mind  as  the  sow  is 
in  the  mire,  a  foul  spirit,  and  this  we  know  by 
sad  experience.  However  so  it  is,  ^'  Dust  shall 
be  tli^  serpent  s  meat,"  this  he  is  doomed  to,  and 
no  more  to  feed  on  the  favour,  approbation, 
lovef  glory,  nor  the  joyful  presence  of  God; 
and. it. is. a  hell  to  him  to  see  poor  sinners  of 
numkind  indulged  with  such  heavenly  cheer 
through  Christ ;  hence  the  uncleanness,  wrath, 
andL  ^rage  that  the  devil  sometimes  fills  us  with, 
when^he  is  suffered  to  influence  us,  and  wreak  his 
rage  upon  us ;  for  when  the  prince  of  this  world 
come!t;h,  he  hath  plenty  in  us  to  work  upon, 
though  he  found  none  of  this  in  Christ,  yet 
he  wafl  suffered  to  tempt  and  try  his  pure  and 
heavenly  mind,  and  for  wise  ends,  that  he 
might  succour  us  in  .  our  temptations.  Be 
open. .  also  to  ,   to  unbosom  a  secret  grief 

18  to  saddle  another  with  half  the  load ;  to  dis* 
close.a  deviFs  secret,  is  to  expose  him  to  shame 
and  contempt ;  and  for  two  or  three  to  unite  in 
prayer  against  him  is  to  be  an  army  with  ban- 
ners, for  two  shall  withstand  him;  and  a  three- 
fold cord  is  not  ({uickly  broken,  for  the  Lord  is 
sure  to  be  one,  when  two  or  three  meet  in  his 
name. , 

W.  II.  S.  S. 
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LETTER  yiXVL 


TO  MISS  B. 


••'      fi.»-oi  eioi! 

■ 

Dearly  Beloved  iii  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ/' '  *^  ^  ***?** 

Grace,  mercyf  and  peace  be  widi  %n 
1  have  no  doubt  but  you  have  ,m6t  wii^inm 
changes  since  I  saw  you  last,'  satan  wiU  noVqw 
his  possession  without  violence  and  sfirofag  isf 
sition,  but  the  prey  shall  1ms  &Ken^  irom 
mighty,  and  the  lawful  captive  shall  beid^uverea. 
Christ  will  have  a  portion  with  the  grislat^'  iuidrBe 
win  divide  the  spoil  with  the  strong  ;  henoc^  sm 
Paul,  our  weapons  are  mighty  throiign  Goer,  to 
pull  down  strong  holds.  Christ  takes  away  m 
Satan's  armour  wherein  he  trusts^  and  spdila  ms 
house ;  and  his  armour  is  false  peace,  self* 
sufficiency,  self-righteousness,  blindness  of  niiiidb 
hardness  of  heart,  enmity  against  Qo(),  and  )us 
way,  hatred  to  the  light,  unbelief,  and  caroal 
security. 

When  the  holy  and  ever  blessed  Spirit  of  God 
comes  upon  the  strong  man,  he  takes  away  all 
these,  binds  the  strong ,  man,  and  spoils  his 
house;  so  that  instead  of  peace  we  have  ae- 
struction  and  misery,  sinfulness,  and  perfect 
weakness  instead  of  sufficiency,    condemnatioD 
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and  death  instead  of  righteousness ;  light  to  see 
our  evil  heart,  evil   way,  the   holy  law,  and  all 
the  word  of  God   against  us;  a  wounded  spirit 
instead  of  hardness,  a  cry  to  God  for  reconcilia- 
tion instead  of  enmity,  a  desire  to  be  searched, 
and  tried,  and  led  right,  instead  of  hatred  to  the 
light;  a  full  persuasion  that  the  whole  w*ord   of 
God  is  truth  instead  of  unbelief,  and  a  searching 
and  seeking  day  and  night  for  salvation  instead 
<>f  Security.     This,   my  dear  Mary,  is  the  work 
ctf"  God^   find  he  will  carry   it  on ;  and  if  you 
vatcb.and  observe  you  will  feel  satan  labouring 
al,times  to  strengthen  every  piece  of  this  armour, 
^  aofl  the  most  blessed  Spirit  of  God  will  often  be 
^felt  influencing  his  work  in  opposition  to  it ;  be- 
tween tbese   two  you  cannot  do  the  things  that 
^^jou  would,  though  to  will  and  choose  is  present 
ijjithyou. 

Be  not  discouraged,  grace  and  corruption  will 
jstcuggle  and  fight  it  out,  and  grace  shall  reign  ; 
God's  eternal  love  to  us,  fixed  upon  us  in  Christ 
Jesus,  shall  reign  over  satanic  wrath,  rage,  and 
cruelty.  Be  of  good  cheer  my  dearly  beloved, 
for  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  God  loves  thee,  and 
hath  chosen  thee  that  thou  shouldest  know  his 
will,  and  this  wc  may  know  by  the  love  that  he 
has  given   us  to  each  other.     I  have  shed  many 

tears  of  joy  and  sorrow  since  my  return,  at  seeing 

• 

the  goodness  of  God  to  such   a  poor  despised 
wretch  as  1  am,  in  blessing  my  books  and  my 
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preaching,  to  raise  so  many  poor 'souls  to  hope 
as  I  found  in  my  last  journey,  even  five  in  one 
family. 

I  have  now  got  more  under  my  wings  than  nj 
feathers  can  cover,  but  in  our  father^s  house  are 
many  mansions ;  *^  Bless  the  Lord,  O  mysoul^ 
and  forget  not  all  'his  benefits.'*  Many  pulpilS 
were  shut  against  me,  but  God'  opentocl'  ellAr 
places,  and  he  opened  my  moutli  Bp^^faffbeuti 
till  I  really  appeared  a  wond^>,  j^j^^lf^jlffl 
that  this  his  goodnessi  might  ng^^p^,^f;i%^^ 
was  so  kind  as  to  keep  me  ip  ,f(^\«Q|^^fi^ 
Aess,  lowliness^  and  self-abasemept,f^^j^fyf^ilfPI§ 
crying  over  his  undeserved  goodness,  f^j^diffff  j%ifff 
worthiness  of  the  least  of  his  faypjiiivs.  .,,^^ 
did  I  see  so  many  poor  starving  souli,;  as  Ji/iiqf 
in  my  last  journey,  some  of  whom  followejd  pg 
near  a  hundred  miles,  and  wept  bitterly  WjbciqJ 
came  away.  Naomi  tells  me  Betsy  is  ve^,)qw, 
I  sent  her  a  scrap  last  week.  My  duty  to  napljifiH 
love  to  my  true  yoke  fellow,  . .  ,i  tl 

God  bless  thee, 

.       nil 

W.H  &&•  » 

■  |i    iiMl 

I. ,■.■.!• 
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LETTER  XXVII. 


TO  MRS,  B. 


f<\\    ■ 

■Vm. 

-)jpt«r  Mother  in  the  Loi;d  Jesus  Christ, 

,V^ii*'  I  WAS  glad  in  my  heart  to  hear  by  Miss 
^Btrtsy's  letter,  that  you  were  in  some  degree  re- 
"tibvek^d  from  your  late  illness.  How  good  is 
'^rbd'in  regarding  the  poor  petitions  of  his  mean 
4M'much  despised  servants;  but  he  knows  them 
tfiiit  arc  his,  and  who  put  their  trust  in  him.  I 
W<{afs^  my  God  for  giving  you  a  comfortable  re- 
i'ifwkl  of  the  work  in  your  late  affliction,  that  as 
(Ki^  outward  man  decayed,  so  the  inward  man 
Wasrenewed. 

-'Grace  shall  reign,  my  dear  mother,  and  lov<^ 
shiElIi  cast  out  fear  and  torment,  for  he  came  to 
deliver  them  who  through  the  fear  of  death  were 
all  their  life-time  subject  to  bondage  ;  "  O  Death 
where  is  thy  sting,  O  Grave  where  is  thy  victory  ? 
The  sting  of  death  is  sin,"  and  faith  purifies  us 
from  that ;  "  the  strength  of  sin  is  the  law,"  and 
we  are  redeemed  from  that  The  grave  could 
not  hold  Christ,  nor  shall  it  hold  us,  "  with  my 
dead  body  shall  thev  arise ;"  "  I  will  raise  them 
up  at  the  last  day."     Then  where  is  the  victory  of 
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the  grace?  Why,  the  Saviour  took  the  bitter 
cup,  he  tasted  death  for  every  man,  abd  what  he 
tasted  that  he  devoured ;  for  he  swallowed  op 
death  in  victory. 

There  is  nothing,  my  dear  mother,  that  God 
has  promised  us  in  Christ  Jesus,  but  what  we  maj 
have  if  we  pray  for  it     I  believed  in  my  heart 
that  God  would  raise  up  both  you  and  my  dear 
companion,  if  we  asked  him,  and  though  he  often 
seems  to  delay,  and  lets  our  ease9  get  ivorse,  yet 
they  that  know  a  littTe  of  hisCwayv  will  importdfte 
the  more,  anU  we  we  siiftf  td  *ltat>  If  #e  faint 
not     No  good  thing  willf  'be  withhold  frbni  them 
that  walk  uprightly,  and  it  is  the  a|)right  that 
love  thee,  says  the  holy  spouse.    Tender  my  re- 
spects to  all  friends,  and  believe  me  to  be, 

Your  willing  Servant,  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 


FINIS. 


J.  lN2f  IS,  Printer,  WdlMt.  0xf«rd-flt  London. 
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J,  hnta,  Prioter,  Wall»4tr«e(,  Oifotd-MicM.  !• 


Christian  Reader, 

I  DESIRE  to  render  thanks  to  Almighty 
God  for  his  manifold  and  repeated  kindnesses, 
in  appointing  the  means,  removing  obstructions, 
and  enabling  me  from  time  to  time  to  lay  before 
thee  so  instructive  a  body  of  epistolary  corre- 
spondence as  the  Gleanings  of  the  Vintage  con- 
tain ;  and  that  devoid  of  flattery,  or  any  other 
motive  base  in  itself,  and  dishonourable  to  the 
God  that  formed  me.  The  sacrifice  of  praise  is 
well  pleasing  and  acceptable  to  the  Father  of  all 
mercies,  but  we  cannot  expect  a  continuation  of 
those  favours,  if  we  follow  the  objectionable 
conduct  of  king  Hezekiah,  who  rendered  not 
again  according  to  the  benefit  done  unto  him; 
for  his  heart  was  lifted  up. 

That  the  blessing  of  heaven  may  attend  these 
communications  to  thy  souFs  welfare,  is  the  ear-* 
nest  prayer  of, 

E.  HUNTINGTON. 

High  Street,  ,, 

Jan.  19f  1814. 
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Rev.  WILLIAM  HUNTINGTON, 


LETTERS. 


LETTER  I. 


To  Mr.  W.  B. 


Brother  B. 

My  heart  bath  long,  been  at  B.  and  io  my 
own  imagination  and  upon  the  wings  of  fancy  I 
have  been  there  and  back  again  for  many  days 
past ;  but  these  imaginary  flights  are  nothing  new, 
for,  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  under  uncom- 
mon comfortable  frames,  I  have  been  as  I  thought 
preparing  for  glory,  but  instead  of  that  it  hath 
been  only  a  reviving  cordial  to  keep  me  from 
fainting  when  the  next  hour  of  desertion,  cruel 
jealousy,  or  fiery  trial  came  on :  and  after  all  my 
tours  to  B.  I  am  just  where  I  was,  namely  at 
Paddington.  The  worst  lumber,  the  greatest 
burden  and  incumbrance  is  that  part  which  could 
not  pass  over  the  brook  Besor,  but  tarried  behind 
with  the  stuff,  I  mean  the  carcase  and  the  cloaths; 
were  it  not  for  these  I  would  assume  the  wings  of 
a  dove,  and  soon  pay  a  visit  at  Gassons. 

The  present  wet  weather  discourages  me  not  a 
little,  for  your  neighbourhood  must  be  very  dirty, 
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and  the  roads  bad.     I  have  had  it  upon  my  mind 
for  some  time  to  come  through  H.      I  wish  to 
have  your  opiuign  of  that  road.     Moreover  I  do 
intend,  if  I  can  prevail  upon  — to  stand  up 
one  Sunday  for  me  at  Providence,  to  spend  one 
Lord's  day  witb  yoo  in  the-  okt  bonty  «9iMK>n  as 
the  weather  shall  permit  me  to  come.     I  ha^p 
been  for  a  long  time .  past  much  in  earnest  and 
importuipate  with  God  in  behalf  of  our  modk 
threatened  country,  and  so  have  all  that  I  know^i 
who  are  at  all  acquainted  with  God ;  and  I  can  boi  • 
admire  how  wonderfully  he  hath  condesceDdAir, 
tp  hear  and  answeri  by  the  many  signal  victorjea* 
he  hath  granted  in  our  favour.     I  am  in  hopcil 
the  hottest  part  of  the  hour  of  tempation  is  ovei^^- 
and  tliat  the  ruin  of  France  is  hastening  on  apaceLi 
O  haw  good  is  my  God  to  the  children  of  med.!^ 
bow  has  he  kept  us  in  peace  while  these  awfol* 
judgments  have  been  abroad  in  the  earth ;  while 
bell  has  opened  her  mouth  beyond  measure,  and' 
the  glory  and  pomp  of  so  many  have  descended* 
into  it,  we  have  sat  under  the  joyful  sound,  andi 
have  found  our  salvation  nearer  than  when  wt- 
first  believed.     I  should  be  very  glad  of  a  line  or* 
two  to  know  how  you  all  are,  I  have  not  bad  much' 
time  of  late  to  write.     Farewell,  the  Lord  Jesm 
bless  both  you  and  yours,  me  and  mine,  and  his 
whole  church,  so  prays. 

Thine  affectionate  fir  other  in  Christ, 

W.  HUNTINGTON. 


LETTER  II. 

^        ■  - 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Monday  Morninf  • 

I  RECEIVED  my  dearly  beloved  friend's  kind 
epiide,  and  was  glad  to  hear  that  he  is  in  some 
measure  recovered.  The  Lord,  brings  down  and 
lifts  uf).  I  have  been  inwardly  drooping  for 
stveral  weeks,  but  still  kept  about  till  last  week; 
having  preached  five  times  runnings  and  being 
att  but  melted  in  the  work.  I  went  home  last 
Wednesday,  much  shook  and  impaired,  so  that  on 
Thursday  could  scarcely  take  my  perpetual 
walks,  and  am  left  very  weak  and  low,  more  so 
than- 1,  have  been  for  some  years. 

But  faith  and  hope  are  still  with  me,  the  first  is 
the  band,  and  tlie  other  the  anchor ;  and  bad  off 
miiat  that  vessel  be  that  has  no  hope  in  a  storm, 
nOr  hand  to  cast  out  the  tackling  of  the  ship. 
Many  warnings  have  I  experienced  about  quitting 
this  clay  cottage,  and  I  am  at  times  so  sick  of  it, 
that  whether  I  am  comfortable  or  distressed, 
whether  happy  or  miserable,  whether  in  darkness 
or  in  light,  I  have  no  earnest  desire  to  abide  in 
it.  It  is  called  our  earthly  house  of  this  taber- 
nacle ;  bones  are  the  pins,  sinews  the  cords,  and 
breath  the  main  pillar.      The  leprosy  is  in  the 
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walLs^  the  plague  in  the  heart,  mortality-  ior^tbk^ 
whole  mass,  and  corruption  in  the  doom;'  tfab- 
creature  is  subjected  to  death  and  corruption,  but! 
is  subjected  in  hope:  ^* Because  the  creatui^ 
itself  also  shall  be  delivered  from  the  bondage^ 
corruption,  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  cUt^- 
dren  of  God. "  ^*' 

'''For  we  know,  Aat  ifour earthly  boitwoftUs 
tabernacle  were  dissolved,**  says  Paul,  ^^.w»)iav»* 
a^  building  of  God,  an  house  not  made  with  han^: 
eternal  in  the  heavens."**    But  the  question^is^^ 
What  is  this  house  ?    It  is  not  the  heaveD%»  liit 
a  house  in  the  heavens^  not  our  house  above^'  biifr^ 
our  house  which  is  from  above.     Whatever  this 
house  may  be  it  is  called  our  clothing,  S  Cor.  v.' 
This   house  is  further  described  by  our  being 
raised  with  spiritual  bodies,  sown  in  weaknesi^ 
raised  in  power;    it  is  sown  in  dishonour,  it  is 
raised  in  glory;   it  is  sown  in  corruption,  it  is 
raised  in  incorruption ;  it  is  sown  a  natural  .body,- 
it  is  raised  a  spiritual  body.      This-  is  called  a- 
being  clothed  upon,  with  our  house   which  ir 
from  above,  which  is  explained  thus,   '^  For  tUs 
corruptible  shall  put  on  incorruption,   and  this, 
mortal  shall  put  on  immortality  f*  but  this  incor- 
ruption and  immortality  are  not  the  heaveo& 
Immortality  is  ascribed   to   the   Divine    Being- 
alone,  exclusive  of  every  thing  else,   1  Tim.  vL 
l6;    ''Keep  this  commandment  without  spot, 
until  the  appearing  of  our  LiOrd  Jesus  Christ; 
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liditclr  in  his  time  be  shall  shevr,  who  is  the  bless* 
ed  and 'only  Potentate,  the  King  of  kings,  and- 
Lord  of  lords ;  who  only  bath  immortality,  dwell- 
idg  in  the  light. "*  This  life  and  immortality  is 
bMoght  to  light  by  the  gospel,  3  Tim.  L  10.  Now 
seeing  that  this  house,  with  which  we  are  to  be 
clothed  upon,  is  called  life  and  immortality,  and 
wiieti^  these  are  put  on,  then  mortality  is  said  to 
be  swallowed  up  of  life,  S  Cor.  v.  4 ;  it  remains 
itlElt'tbis  bouse  is  nothing  else  but  the  Son  of 
Crod/rn  all  his  fulness  of  grace  and  glory.  ^: 

yili  is  the  business  of  faith  to  put  on  Christ  crti^^ 
cified,  and  to  walk  in  him;  and  it  is  he;  in 
bis!  finished  work  and  fulness  of 'grace,  'that 
new  adorns  the  belieying  soul.  And  what  is- 
S^rs  wish,  to  be  found  in  him  in  that  day?' 
To  put  him  on' as  risen  and  glorified;  we  shall 
liav^v  our  vile  bodies  changed  like  unto  his;  we 
•ahaU' awake  in  his  likeness^  and  see  him  as  he  is,^ 
ax|d  bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly  Adam.  But 
DAethinks  I  hear  my  companion  say,  *  Can  Christ 
be  called  an  house  ?'  He  is  called  our  strong 
tftwer,  where  the  righteous  run  in  and  are  safe, 
Prov.  xviii.  10;  our  dwelling  place  in  all  gene* 
rations,  Ps.  xc.  1.  Yea,  a  house  also;  ^^Bow 
down  thine  ear  unto  me,  deliver  me  speedily: 
Ifa'  thou  my  strong  rock,  for  an  house  of  defence 
to  save  me,"  Ps.  xxxi.  2. 

The   Spirit  of  God  will   change,    form,   and 
fashion  these  vile  bodies,  and  then,   "  Every  one 
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that  is  perfect  shall  be  as  hia  master  ;**  aod  jtbey 
shall  be  perfect  in  006,  be  one  amoog  theoiselyeau 
and  perfect  in  one  bead.  Christ  wiU  fill  att 
things,  all  the  vessels  of  merey  are  to  be  gathered^ 
ib  bim,  Ephes.  i.  10;  and  he  is  to  fill  all  tlujML 
Ephes.  iv.  10.  "Put  on,**  says  Paul,  "towdsciC 
mercies^  humbleness  of  naind,  &c. ;  but  above  all. 
put  on  cfaarityy  which  is  the  bond  of  all  perfect* 
ness ;"  this  comes  the  nearest  to  the  puttifig  oa 
of  jinoiortality.  Thus  I  have  shewn  a  mystenL 
and  a  path  that  thousands  have  bungled  in  yb^ 
to  describe,  calling  heaven  our  house.  But  a  sm- 
ner  clothed  with  the  heavens,  would  find  but  a  heU 
in  the  presence  of  God,  unless  immortality  be  put 
00,  and  Christ  only  hath  immortality.  My  kind 
love  to  all. 

Ever  your's, 

p.  S*   .,{\ 


ii  I    AH    I 


LErrER  III. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


1i 


I. 


Church  Street,  Paddington.  ^ 

I  WAS  not  a  little  pleased  at  the  reception  of 
thine.  A  visit  of  the  Lord's  countenance  anoints 
the  eyes  that  we  may  see ;  it  removes  the  vail| 
and  rends  the  caul  of  the  heart,  and  leaves  a 
cavity  open  for  truth  to  enter  in  at;  it  bursts  our 
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|b«D()%  and  n^es  (be  bolt  of  unbelief  giire  wfty^ 
[t   throws  down    bigb    things   and   briogis  our 
ibughts  into  captivity  to  the  obedience  of  Chriftt ; 
|i  reiiipve9  the  spirit  of  the  world,  and  sets  us  to 
iring  the  things  that  are  freely  given  us  of 
[od.     The  rushing  of  a  mighty  wind  filb  the. 
SQiily  and  ^vith  favour  we  are  compassed  about  at. 
\1^  a  shield-     God  appears  as  our  glory,  and 
"^  lifter  up  of  our  head;   the  soul  is  anointed 
^    die  oil  of  joy;  and  the  powerful  arm  x^f 
victbrious  grace  is  eiiLalted  with  honour*     The  : 
)iQrrible  pit  vani^es  out  of  sights  as  swallowed 
lip  in  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of 
jBying  j  this  brings  forth  the  issues  from  deatl^  . 
and  reveals  Gojd's  way  to  bliss  upon  earth,  at^  « 
tended  with  the  saving  health  promised  to  all 
nations;  then,  ^^  Return  to  thy  rest,  O  my  soul, 
^r  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thee." 
Ps.  cxvi.  7. 

As  for  me,  my  name  is  by  no  means  to  sink  out 
of  date,  or  to  be  forgotten  in  the  city ;  whether  I 
shall  do  worthily  at  Ephratah  I  cannot  tell,  but 
9ore  my  name  must  be  famous  in  Bethlehem. 
But  I  know  it  is  for  Christ's  sake  that  I  suffer 
reproach,  in  all  mine  affliction  he  is  afflicted,  they 
|fa4|t  hatQ  (he  light  in.  his  children,,  touch  the  apple 
of  ^^  eye ;  but  for  shame  I  shall  have  doubls^t 
fpi4;t9r  confusion  I  shall  rejoice  in  my  portion  : 
f|A&  I  must  say  in  all  this^  that  his  yoke  is  easy 
ijod  bis  burden  iy  l,|ght»  when  compared  to  a  sense 
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of  divine  wrath^  and  a  guiHy.  eonttteDee^'^'^aild 
bow  much  more  so  when  compared  to* cpdhM 
mbery.  I  have  been  out  once  a  week  for^tlMMi 
five  weeks  successiyely,  to  visit  one  little  placder 
other  adjacent,  and  have  had  a  coM,  but  an  Mt<^ 
ter  at :  present  I  shall  expect  to  see  you  sodi; 
but  wish  you  to  give  me  a  line  previous^  if  cda* 
venient;  nor  will  I  say  that  I  will  not  <one 
to  B4  if  the  Lord  should  send  us  a  •  little  fihe 
wekthen  I  beg  to  be  remembered  to  yourepoMe 
and  family  though  unknown,  and  to  brother^; 
and  all  those  that  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Cfaris!|^7la 
sincerity  and  truth ;  and  subscribe  myself^  Dear 
Brother,  Affectionately  yours  in  the  rough  add 
disagreeable,  but  safe  and  sure  path  of  tribilUi- 
tioi^ 

Wm.  HUNTlNGTOlTi 


LETTER  IV. 


■.ft 

?t  •  • 
If  •,- 

f. 


TO  MISS  B.  • -^ 

Poor  Dear  Mary,  ♦.' 

I  All  grieved  to  hear  by  Betsy,  that  yMr 
painful  complaint  has  returned  upon  you  9ffi% 
and  also  that  poor  mother  is  very  poorly 
still.  You  are  not  a  stranger,  Mary,  tothe  hofy^ 
law  of  God,  a  real  applicatioo  of  this  has^  I 


15 

bbtlief^  been  made  to  thy  heart.    You  hare  feit 
j^tflft'/ power,  of  it  in  awakening  the  mind  and  xon- 
amfence:;  the  light  t)f  it  has  -discovered  the  fbUies 
7ip£^]^atby  the  vanity  of  a  form  of  godliness^  and 
-tfae^funity  of  the  carnal  mind.     You.  bAve  felt 
^itlie  itacrors  it  communicates^  the  wrath  it  reveab, 
Abo  bdodi^  that  it  genders,  the  slavish  fear  that  it 
omorks^  and  you  have  felt  the  condemnation*  and 
3cldath  that  it  administers;  these,  my  dear  girl,  are  the 
;>ittafible  operations  of  it.    The  intention  of  Ood 
in -thiso  terrible  work,  is  to  destroy  all  vuia- boa^t- 
nin^'  to  stop  the .  mouth  from  pleading  innocent, 
Tatfd  to  bring  the  poor  sinner  in  guilty  before 
hGod      It  destroys  the  sandy  foundation j^  .all 
fillae  hopes,  false  confidences,  false  notion^  ofja 
God  all  mercy^  an  empty  form  of  religion, :  and 
a^'^hpnmn  <  xighteoosness,    supposed    goodness, 
counterfeit  holiness  and  vain  wisdom,  all  give  way, 
and  let  the  ^^or  sinner  down  into  the  pit  of  hor- 
ror ;  here  sins  staring  him  in  the  face,  abash  and 
confound  him,  and  the  burden  of  guilt  press 
bard  upon  him,  and  the  anger  of  God  cuts  him 

One  vain  imagination  still  remains  with  him, 
be. supposes  that  he  has  some  power,  some 
AgjTBi^gth  left,  him,  which  he  supposes  must  be  the 
(ilMfV  becauae  God  commands  him  to  do  so  much, 
-i^lribicb  he  thinks  God  would  not  do,  if  man  had 
yjliii power  to  perform.  This  poor  withered  arm 
ISHi^iOfien  stretched  forth,  and  propped  up  with 
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ttftny  vows,  and  good  reeolvdr;*  bntk 
tiliQally  disappcmtad,  «id  Ikereibrd  bdSttf 
confounded,  w6  despair  of  waxy  hAp 
4peor  droiten  idol  also,  and  now  albwfuga  4i(flt; 
n  whcrie*  Saviour,  or  lost  ibr  ever: '  Tfab  lafsiiaqr 
-i»  human  nature  at  wreck,  and  tk|e«rkola<fatMPi4«f 
ttatorai  rtligioo  in  ruins;  out  6f  thaM  rdnodi 
batldwg  of  mercy  is  raised.  First,  li|^  disamt 
fcwt  transient  views  of  gospel  yowid  wp^rataih 
Mubfes  hope  »od  expectation,  <wliidi.keap4iasfiNiM| 
%hilBMig  lower ;  here  and  there  a  passage)  ail  iiolf 
"^Mit^peas  to  >us^\»nd  lets  the  mind.-io^  i  frfateMS 
lively^  swtotnessis  lasted,  this  encenragea  liap^ 
Mid  this  begets  ,a  firm  expectation  of  bettorif- 
duigs,  better  days,  and  that  it  ism  mar^lhit 
God  has  afflicted  us.  ''  -    .       *  -^'"»  j 

All  the  honour  of  proud  itnddapinKliediWHuiie^ 
being  stained  aod  laid  in  the  dust;  all  ourdajUglftM 
tire  brought  into  wvUing  captivity  to  tile  obadieaoa 
of  Christ;  we  think  of  nothing  in  point 'o£>ae^ 
teptanoe  with  God,  but  by  «t)lentiimi  and 
dtence  to  the  voice  of  Christ  Att  oor 
•meet  and  centre  in  him,  and  all  our  expectatioAi 
are:  from  him  alone,  and  there  is  m  sweet  savtoi^ 
an  oaction,  a  bakny  dew  in  his  '{kreeiout  iMtB% 
and  as  this  eacreases,  self  is  dismUsbed;  iiSNl^ift 
Chritit'siove  is  felt,  sel^  sinful  self,  and  rtghlaoM 
self  is'  loathed,  debased,  yea  abhorred.  >  Now  oar 
fbot-bold  appears  iirm,  satan^  uubeisef,  atari  paUa^ 
ted  nataireall  work,  but  there is^w^rmfnesaitf  the 
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■  * 

mind|   and   a  sensible    sMpport  in    the  heart; 
«Dd  that  which  makes  this  manifest  unto  us  is, 
confession,  complaints,  and  prayers  do  not  q<;« 
.  cupy  all  our  time ;  a  few  thanks^  blessings,  ^nd 
praises^  will  force  themselves  through  our  lips, 
which. by  fits  of  hope  and  joy  rise  up  Up  thQ 
heart ;  this  shews  that  the  work  of  grace  is  be- 
;  gun,  ^\  This  people  have  I  formed  for  myself, 
.  they  shall  shew  forth  my  praisa."    It  shews  that 
^Abe  gales  of  life  and  liberty  begin  to  yield,  **£n- 
'.t&r  bis  gates  with  thanksgiving  and  in^  his  courts 
;  with  praise.  "    We  may  cry,  groan,  and  sorrow 
in  despair,  or  exercise  desperate  sorrow,  but  no 
praise  will  break  through  from  the  h^art,  (iUsome 
access  to  God  is  granted ;  *'  Thou  shalt  C^l  f)>y 
walls  salvation,  and  thy  gates  praise^" 
.  -  ( Well,  girl|  you  see  I  have  pursued  close  ^ft^r 
limOy  and  have  not  missed  thy  track ;  I  have  QOfOfi 
atnpL  by  step,  and  I  have  overtaken  th^  aq() 
thou  art  not  two  footsteps  from  the  spot  Yvhich  J 
hmm  traced  thee  to.     If  you  say,  yea»  such  f^ 
man  as  you  can  certainly  divine,  then  I  tell  thai^ 
tbat  thou  art  upon  the  foundation  that  G4;>d  baa 
^d  in  Zion,  and  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  pro- 
wl against  thee.     Thy  afflictions   may  be  in-i 
tended  as  a  spur  to  diligence ;  secondly,  to  pro- 
BOttt,  and  put  the  keener  edge  to  appetite.  There 
ia    a    blessing    both    upon    the    appetite    aq4 
vpon    the    food,    to  shew   that    there    is    life 
in  both:  '^  Blessed  are  they  that  huoger  |i^d 
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thirst}  and  God  will  bless  Zion's  provision,  ud 
satisfy  her  poor  with  bread.  Betsy's  letter  re- 
joiced me,  she  6nds  meekuess,  and  much  ttccesi 
iia  prayer ;  this  is  heaven  my  dear  Mary,  pursue 
it  night  and  day.  I  lay  your  case  before  God, 
and  shall  not  forget  you. 

'      S-ST' 


LETTER  V. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


My  Dearly  Beloved  and  longed  for,  my  joy 
and  the  crown  of  my  rejoicing  in  that  day  nlie:i 
tlie  Lord  shall  make  up  his  jewels,  when  the  pre- 
cious children  of  Zion  that  are  in  this  world 
esteemed  as  earthen  pitcliers  shall  be  as  the  wing? 
of  a  dove  covered  wiili  silver,  and  their  feathers 
with  yellow  gold.  I  believe  that  thou  art  omii! 
be  my  own  child  in  the  faith,  and  I  hope  thatlhou 
wilt  not  he  ashamed  of  thy  progenitor,  knowing 
that  my  dark  appearance  will  not  alter  thy  fair 
skin,  though  I  may  be  of  some  use  in  adornin; 
thy  soul,  or  be  a  fellow-Iielper  of  thy  joy.  I 
hope  that  all  sight  and  sense  of  sin  is  not  Kor:i 
off,  and  that  the  dear  Redeemer's  name  has  not 
lost  all  his  sweet  savour  ;  his  name  is  still  anoint- 
ment poured  forth,  and  this  thou  «ilt  own  and 
confess  whenever  the  sweet  beams  of  his  blesse'l 
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ikce,  and  the  propitious  looks  of  his  blessed 
eyes,  shine  and  dart  their  rays  into  thy  heart : 
healing  and  health  will  attend  the  glorious  rising, 
and  the  secret  manifestation. 

Thou  knowest  not  yet  what  thou  art  borm  to 
see ;  the  Saviour  will  manifest  himself  to  them 
tiiat  the  Father  hath  given  him  out  of  the  world. 
Hitherto  thou  hast  drank  of  the  bitter  cup,  and 
hast  experienced  the  days  of  adversity ;  but 
there  is  a  cup  of  salvation,  and  days  of  the  Son 
of  man  before  thee;  days  of  prosperity.  And  you 
shall  see  the  curtains  of  Solomon  as  well  as  tine 
tents  of  Kedar,  and  sing  of  mercy  as  well  as. of 
judgment.  God  will  not  contend  for  ever,  qpr 
be  always  wrath;  his  anger  endureth  but  a  mo- 
inent,  in  his  favour  is  life;  weeping  may  endure 
for  a  night,  but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning:  so 
I  predict,  and  so  thou  shalt  be  brought  to  con- 
fess. Be  diligent,  be  much  in  private  prayer, 
and  be  thankful  for  what  he  hath  done.  If  con- 
science or  satan  accuse,  confess ;  if  grief  over- 
flow, pray;  if  any  glimpse  of  life  or  favour,  be 
thankful,  and  acknowledge  every  hint  dropped, 
or  every  encouragement  given ;  this  pleases  God 
in  Christ  Jesus.  And  by  attending  daily  to 
these  things  do  I  keep  my  soul  alive,  while  num- 
bers, unobservant  of  these  operations,  neglect 
their  books,  omit  taking  stock,  and  are  daily 
running  back  in  the  heavenly  trade,  though  god- 
liness with  contentment  be  such  great  gain,  yea, 
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better  than  gold,  and  the  revenues  of  wisdomare 
better  than  choice  silver.  No  mention  must  be 
made  of  coral,  or  of  pearl,  for  the  price  of 
wisdom  is  above  rubies. 

I  bless  my  God,  he  is  still  with  me,  and  pre- 
cious to  my  soul;  I  make  up  all  tny  happiness  in 
my  shield,  and  in  my  exceeding  great  reward, 
Let  me  encourage  tbee,  my  dear  daughter,  to 
se^k  after,  to  cherish  and  encourage  righteous- 
tie^, "  meekness,  quietude,  peace,  faith,  love, 
hiimillly,  tenderness,  diligence,  watclifuin«s 
riponthe  hand  of  God,  and  gratitude  for  what 
he  has  done,  knowing  that  we  have  all  sold  our- 
selves,  and  are  enemies  and  rebels.  While  thou 
art  mourning  after  greater  things,  do  not  despise 
the  day  of  small  things,  but  acknowledge  with 
thankfulness  what  thou  hast;  this  is  the  fault  of 
not  a  few,  which  God  resents  by  keeping  them  in 
bondage,  and  making  their  chains  heavy,  Read 
2  Chron.  xxxii.  25. 

Tender  my  duty  to  mother,  and   love  lo  niv 
companion  in  villany,  in  misery,   and  in  mercy. 
Ever  thine, 

S.  S. 
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LETTER  VI. 


TO  MRS.  £. 


M;  Dear  Betty, 

• 

I  HAD  a  good  mind  to  have  called  on  you 
yesterday,  but  knowing  bow  you  was  left,  and  not 
Jmbwing  bow  God  bas  prospered  tbe  widow^  I 
wlEis  afraid.  However  I  bave  no  doubt  but  ber 
heart  is  witb  us,  and  the  band  will  shew  it,  if 
she  can  afford  it.  God  does  most  wonderfully 
bles^  bis  work  in  the  new  place ;  be  bas  made  it 
l^e  banquetting  bouse,  tbe  wedding  chamber^ 
and  tbe  nursery ;  and  it  shall  be  said  when  God^ 
writetb  up  tbe  people,  that  this  and  that  man  wa? 
bohi  there.  Betty,  the  Coalbeaver  saluteth 
thee/ 

W.  H.  $,  S* 


LETTER  VII. 


TO  MISS  A.  T. 
My  poor  little  Dears, 

All  bail !     Glad  was  my  soul  last  night  to 
hear  that  tbe  snare  is  broken,  tbe  little  fox  that 
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spoils  the  vines  is  discovered;  and  my  dear  litde 
ones  delivered :  and  sure  I  am  that  you  shall 
see  greater  things  than  these.  You  will  soon  see 
what  a  generation  of  vipers  there  are  in  a  pro* 
fession,  and  your  souls,  as  well  as  mine,  shall 
praise  him  with  Joyful  lips,  who  has  made  us  thus 
to  differ.  AH  your  angels  of  light  will  turn  into 
fiends  before  you,  and  the  more  God  shines  upon 
your  souls,  the  blacker  will  they  appear.  We  all 
rejoiced  together  last  tiight,  and  blessed  tlie  Loid 
God  of  Israel.  And  how  do  I  long  to  see  tsy 
poor  dears  at  Cricklewood.  I  have  been  re- 
joicing with  you  at  B.  all  this  morning,  nothing 
but  my  carcase  and  clothes  are  here. 

The  Lord  send  us  a  little  fine  weather,  that"*! 
may  once  more  see  you  under  my  roof;  surdy 
death  itself  will  never  separate  you  from  me. 
Be  sure  keep  up  prayer,  in  every  thing  seek  God*s 
guidance  and  assistance,  and  you  shall  find  there 
is  such  a  thing  as  a  heaven  upon  earth;  if  it  had 
not  been  for  prayer,  the  wicked  would  have  swaU 
lowed  me  up,  and  my  soul  had  dwelt  in  silence. 
Pray  for  me,  and  excuse  haste.  I  am  going  once 
more  to  bear  tidings  in  the  city.  Kind  respects 
to  father.  God  Almighty  bless,  preserve,  and 
keep  my  poor  little  ones,  for  if  I  am  bereaved  I 
am  bereaved.     Grace  and  peace. 

Ever  thine, 

W.H.  S.S. 
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LETTER  VIII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Was  very  sorry  to  hear  of  the  sad  disaster 
of         J  hope  she  has  received  no  material  da- 
mage ;  for  although  I  was  a  little  angry  with  her 
at  my  setting  off  to  B.  mine  anger  is  turned  away, 
do  earnestly  remember  her  still  in  every 
poor  prayer  of   mine,   and  hope  I  ever  shall. 
Poor         ■  is  very  ill,  and  I  have  no  hope  for 
bim,  but  in  the  almighty  arm  of  God,  through 
the  poor,   feeble  petitions  of  faith.       There  is 
,  much  sickness  among  us  at  present,  and  indeed 
this  world  is  nothing  but  an  hospital,  and  every 
'- >Srard  has  got  some  that  are  sick;  some  of  whom 
>  their  sickness  is  not  unto  death,  but  for  the  ^lory 
i  4of  God,  that  the  Son  of  God  may  be  glorified 
thereby.      It  is  too  far  for  me  to  come  to  the 
harvest,  home,  but  I  wish  a  plentiful  crop,  and 
safe  in  the  barn. 

And  now  how  does  my  little  one  go  on  ?  Does 
she  find  the  door  of  hope  open  to  her,  so  as  for 
'  a  little  confidence  and  expectation  to  enter  in, 
and  to  bring  out  tidings  of  better  days,  better 
things,  and  better  tidings  ?  Is  there  ever  any 
such  a  thing  felt  as  the  spouse  describes,  a  little 
sweet  swelling  myrrh   upon  the  handles  of  thd 
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lock,  or  a  little  heavenly  love  which  softens  the 
rust  of  a  hard  and  unbelieving  heart,  so  that  at 
times  it  gives  way,  enlarges*  and  opens*  to  the 
best  beloved  ?     Is  there  now  and  then  a  live  coal 
brought  from  the  altar  of  burnt  offering,  to  melt 
down,  to^dissolve,  and  soften  the  soul;  to  meeken,  .^ 
humble^   and   resign   it,  attended    with  cutting 
contrition,  regret,  shame,  blushing  and  confusioD ; 
attended  with  self-loathing  and  pious  grief,  which 
are  all  set  in  motion  by  some  fresh  discoverjt^  of, 
and  a  feeling  sense  of,  the  dying  love  of  Ziin^anf 
bridegroom?  oJ 

Does  any  of  the  kind  invitations,  prdmise^J 
encouragements,  and  allurements  held  forth  in 
the  word  of  God,  ever  come  into  the  mind  with 
any  relief,  refreshing,  consolation,  or  good  news 
from  a  far  country,  just  to  let  you  know  that  your.  ^ 
Redeemer  lives,  and  that  he  has  not  forgotten  to* 
be  gracious?     Does  the  heavenly  dove  ever  Mp^f 
thine  infirmities  on  thy  knees,  so  as  to  ease  the  ^ 
mind  of  its  cares,  get  rid  of  some  part  of  tJby. 
burden,  to  scatter  the  doubts,  dispel  thy  fearsj  • 
and  to  furnish  thee  with  an  answer  against  a  lying 
devil  ?     I  hope  my  dear  little  one  will  send  me  a  . 
solution  of  some  of  these.     If  she  takes  her  pen. 
in  hand  as  soon  as  she  has  read  this  over  the  se** 
cond  time,  I  shall  receive  mine  own  with  usur^, 
but  if  she  puts  ic  off  till  a  more  convenient  season, 
the  devil  will  have  gained  jhis  end,  and  I  shall 
receive  neither  principal  nor  interest. 

W.  H.  S.  S, 
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LETTER  IX.  I 


TO  THE  SAME. 


M.f.f. 


My  Darling,  the  joy  of  my  heart,  the  Fight  of  my 
eytey  the  travail  of  my  soul,  the  trophy  of  my 
prayers,  the  joy  of  my  life,  and  the  tiourisher  of  '  >  ■ 

my  old  age.  .?      >; 

:  Thou  knowest  not  how  we  were  disappoitited 
lail  Lord's  day,  at  not  seeing  my  poor  little  Ann; 
but  alas !  we  were  all  disappointed.  There  is 
^ittie  talked  of  amongst  us  but  poor  little  Ann; 
jou  are  in  our  hearts  to  live  and  die  with  you. 

Cheer  up  my  little  one,  he  will  wean  thee,  he 
will  strip  thee,  he  will  purge  aud  try  thee,  he  will 
kill  thee  to  this  world,  and  to  all  but  himself,  and 
then  thou  shalt  hear  his  voice  and  live*     His  work 
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is  'before  him,  and  his  reward  is  with  him.  He  is 
atminted,  appointed,  and  sent  to  speak  a  word 
in^dae  season  to  them  that  are  weary,  to  bind  up 
the  broken  hearted,  to  save  the  lost,  to  open 
the  eyes  of  the  blind  and  the  ears  of  the  deaf,  to 
p&^  the  debts  of  debtors,  to  reconcile  enemies, 
to' give  life  to  the  dead,  wisdom  to  fools^  and 
strength  to  the  weak. 

Be  of  good  cheer,  arise,  he  calleth  thee,  he 
calleth  to  all  that  arc  weary  and  heavy  laden,  and 
toidl  that  hunger  and  thirst,  and  to  all  that  are 
made  willing  to  take  the  waters  of  life  freely.  - 
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on  the  next  day  coiilirm  tlie  worlc,  and  accord- 
iilgly,  yesterday  morning  be  did.     For— told 
me,  last   night,  that  after  forenoon  service  sbe 
asked  Naomi  how  she  heard,  she  said  her  very 
face  sfaicied;  she  lifted  up  her  hands  and  cried 
out,  O  how  sweet  lias  my  father  been  this  day  ! 
Naomi  will  pay  great  attention  to  her  comforter, 
because  she  is  fond  of  retirement,  solitude,  read- 
ing, and  tliinking;  and  now  being  alone,  she  will 
Durae  it,  and  watch  it  all  the  day  long,  and  I  defy 
her  to  sleep  if  she  would.     It  is  this  private  work 
that  waters  the  ridges,  settles  the  furrows,  blesses 
the   springirig,    and    crowns    the    new    year.     I 
think  it  is  of  God  that  you  should  be  out  from 
homcv  and  Naomi  alone,  in  this  day  of  her  es- 
poasals,  for  as  God  says,  we  shall  all  mourn  apart 
foti'OBf- sins,  Zech.  xii.  J2 — 14.     So  hfe   gently" 
take«U»Jlside  out  of  company,  when  he  manifests 
hia'Iov^to-our -souls,  as-you  read,  Song/.  H.  12.'  ' 
Here^:- may  poor  little  one,  is  some  ground  oT 
hope  £Dr7«u,  none  shall  seek  the  face  nor  waft  " 
forther&Mi  of  God  in  vain.     Vou  have  been  loiig  ' 
in  tbB'plt^  and   God  wHI  bring  thee  out,  for  1 
hawino  deobt  but  bia  work  is  begun  in  thee  ;  but 
there  19' a  time  for  every  purpose.     I  bless  th^' 
glorioas  Majeaiy  of  heaven  tor  his  great  conde^'"' 
sceosioB,  and  tuperabounditig  grace  to  my  poor, 
honesti  sincere,  and  affecliouale  child,  who  has  ", 
rc^vwdod  her  accordjog  to  liis  faithftil  promiMi  '_L 
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aod  accordiug  to  the  integrity  that  he  has  put  id 
h^  heart.  My  dear  Ann,  God  bless  thee,  and 
pay  the  same  visit  to  thee,  so  prays, 

Thine  affectionate  friend  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

W.H.  S.S. 


»  LETTER   XL 


TO  THE  SAME. 


I  KNOW  not  what  I  could  write  in  my  last 
to  pay  poor  little  one,  from  which  she  could  draw 
such  conclusions  as  those  that  I  hear  are  in 
Niiomiy  letter,  unless  it  was  from  my  saying,  that 
she.and  her  sister  were  absent,  or  sent  out  of  the 
way  w^en  the  Lord  first  rent  the  vail  which  hat 
long  bung  heavy  on  poor  Naomi^  insomuch  aa 
she  never  before  understood  what  I  preached  or 
what  she  read.  And  in  this  1  alluded  to  God's 
conimon  way  of  dealing  with  poor  sinners,  who 
hav^  long  sought  him,  that  is,  take  them  when 
alone,  or  draw  them  forth  from  company  when 
he  intends  to  make  any  discovery  to  them,  as  to 
Abraham  when  Lot  was  gone,  to  Moses  when 
alone  with  the  flock  at  Horeb,  to  Jacob  at 
Bethel,  when  his  family  had  passed   over   the 


brook,  Jabbock,  to  Peter  in  his  ship,  to  ttie  Eu- 
nuch in  the  desert,  and  to  David  iu  the  lull  Mi- 
zar;  and  indeed  to  the  church  at  large,  lhi»  ii 
his  language  :  ''  Come  my  beloved,  let  us  go  fortli 
into  the  field  ;  let  us  lodge  in  the  villages.  Ut 
us  get  up  early  to  the  vineyards^  let  us  see  if  tbe 
vines  flourish,  whether  the  tender  grape  appear, 
and  the  potnegranates  bud  forth  :  there  will  I 
give  thee  my  loves,"  Song  7.  12  ;  this  is  tbe  text 
I  referred  to. 

Am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  coming  botne, 
where  you  are  heartily  welcome  to  me ;  you  W 
I,  Ann,  can  sympathize  with  each  other,  lor  niv 
eyes  have  been  closed  this  week  not  a  lilllc,  i!' 
bible  has  been  a  sealed  book,  and  I  havo.  b«i^ 
kept  in  suspense,  watching,  waiting,  pra;iog,anil 
thinking  from  noon  till  within  half  an  hour  ct 
going  into  the  pulpit ;  and  even  then  two  or  thrtt 
texts  interchangeably  presenting  themselves,  ami 
I  blind  to  the  sense  of  ibein  all.  This  tries  me 
not  a  little,  this  sets  the  Doctor  to  triaiming 
parson  Sack,  and  parson  Sack  cavils  at  theDoi:- 
tor,  and  the  devil  laughs  at  them  both;  but  ii 
must  be  so  in  this  our  country,  no  cessation  "f 
arms  till  death,  and  no  discharge  from  that  wif- 
But  I  hope  for  a  pension  when  worn  outniihitt 
perpetual  fatigues  of  the  field  of  battle.  Tweniy* 
seven  years  have  I  been  a  soldier,  and  j-el  to  tbf 
present  moment  at  drill,  for  I  no  sooner  learn  i 
new  motion  but  I  forget  all  the  old.     And  do»' 


31 

expecting  something  like  Jonah's  gourd,   a 
mentary  shadow  to  screen  his  head,  and  cool 
beat  of   his   rage.      My  kind  love  to  all 
ittdSj  while  I  remain, 

Dear  Ann, 
Your  companion  in  travail,  in  troublei  in 
trials,  and  in  tribulation. 

W.  H.   &  & 


LETTER  XII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


poor  dear  little  One,  ..      •      j 

I  thank'  you  for  your  dare,  aad  kind  en- 
try after  me  and  my  welfare,  and  I  can  now  tell 
^  that  I  am,  to  my  surprize,  much  better^  and 
Ich  endreased  in  strength.  I  have  been  also 
icfa  grieved  at  the  weather,  and  at  the  awfal 
pearance  of  iamine^  but  having  been  much  ia 
iiyer  to  my  God,  I  begin  this  day  to  lift  up  my 
id'  in  hojpe  that  God  hath  not  forgotten  to  be 
ICIDUS,  though  we  oft  forget  to  be  dependeot, 
d  likewise  to  be  thankful.  O  my  dear  little 
e^'^  ive  have  a  God  graciously  severe,  who  will 
rely  try  us,  and  that  my  soul  knows,  but  his 
ring  kindness  is  as  sure  as  his  rod ;  wounding 
d  healing,  withdrawing  and  returning,  bringing 
wti  and  lifting  up,  searching  after  our  sins  and 
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discovering  the  atoaement ;  being  left  to  oftad 
him  and  he  giviog  us  a  sweet  godly  sorrow  for  it. 
fitsting  and  feasting,  appearing "btack  and  appear- 
ing comely,  going  in  to  find  pasture  and  out  la 
feel  our  need  of  it,  days  of  mourning  and  dt« 
of  rejoicings,  are  inieparafaiy.,<wipillKdjy 
Tgm  itAlid  btfwf  idnil^iiQfecDaenaUefiad  iV  tod 
'(»|^'"(fa«s{»^  tfleaa9-'«b«  srftti  g»:>ifiD«i»h'Mt«fttd^ 
-l(fi^agfh>  andsce  ber  WfabkiaaBoaeMAdMK 
KW'tHtbtMib  thwe  «)uaeQ».dtowaBlnon>a«i«e 
•^|]^'iOermdvaDtM  ofW-locfa;;  yfbm^  twU»IW» 
t^Bt  ^  (Im^  we  stand  lifene'  vt^/--<lX>faavcr  )»frf iri«i6t 
'but  my  little  one,  as  young  ioves,.wahts  wttf) 
to  see  her  lover,  but  patience  alust  have  its  pv- 
feet  work.  :       i  ■  „),.( 

I  pay  you  a  visit  every  day^.  wi«ether  yot.flpf 
m^  or- not,  Bnd  nothing  sure  do-I  ..ki^jf^  see 
more  than  the  wedding  day  of  my  .poeiniiVle 
one,  and  whenever  it  comes  it  wtil  ha  the  dcjh^^f 
'the  gladness  of  the  bridegroom'^  hearty  ftiti^e 
is  89  much  set  upon  it  as  you  are,  or  hd  «pW<' 

'  TTot  have  begun  to  woo  thee,  for  -be  is  the  Jvt 
that  thou  thoughtest  to  make  choice  of;  aoy^^g 
before  him,  but  now  he  is  the  chiefest  amooftlto 
thousand,  and  the  altogether  lovely.     The  Lfltd 

'  hasten  the  match,  so  says  the  friend  of  the  htiie- 

j;room,  and  tliy  friend  in  him. 
Dear  little  one,  adieu. 

Kind  love  to  fatber. 

W.  H.  S.S. 


^^'hti 
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LETTER   XIII 


TO  THE  SAME. 


-Hj  poor  litde  Dear, 

t>''     .  I  If  AS  sorry  to  hear  by  yours  to  your  sister, 

^thutyou  was  so  low,  but  believe  me  your  consola* 

^'tkms  will  never  abound  but  as  your  sufferings 

^mkoinid.     No  crosses,  no  comforts ;  no  furnact- 

'>/w»kf  no  purity;  no  bitter  berhs,  no  appetite; 

•^  bo  appetite,  no  banquet.     Prosperity  always  fol- 

'^tows  adversity,  and  nothing  is  so  much  to  be 

dreaded  as  sloth,  ease,  carnal  security,  and  cold 

indifference;  a  lifeless  life,  an  hopeless  hope, 

"^^tid  a  lingering  languid  fearless  fear. 

•*•    From  vessel  to  vessel,  from  wave  to  wave, 

^Ifi^Om  sinking  to  swimming,  from  bitter  to  sweeit». 

t^<rOB»^rkoess  to  light ;  visits  and  absence,  bud- 

"^^iBg  and  blighting,    flourishing  and  withering^ 

i^lMUSt  attend  all  those  who  have  life  in  their  soii^ 

^artie  fear  of  God  in  their  hearts,  and  who  are  not 

S^feijppoiinted  unto  wrath,  but  to  obtain  the  salvation 

cthat  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  with  eternal  glory.  There- 

^-'Ibre  let  my  poor  little  one  expect  it,  it  is  my 

-  j^rtion,  and  it  must  be  yours,  and  there  can  be 

DO  growth   without  it ;  ''  By  these  things  jnen 

live,  and  in  all  these  things  is  the  life  of  our 

spirits.'"    Be  much  alone  — -  without  private 
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prayer,  reading,  thinking,  and  meditatiDg  ^.^ 
vain.  Company  does  an  beaven-bound  aoijl 
little  good,  it  must  be  carried  on  and  settled 
between  God  and  conscience.  FarewelL  Re* 
member  me  to  yopr  father. 

Your's  in  foith  and  love^ 

W.H.  &S; 


■  I 


■  * 
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LETTER   XIV.  '     ' 

TO  THE  SAME, 

Cricklewood,  Edgwue  Hold* 
Dearly  Beloved  Sisters  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

I  AM  constrained  to  send  a  few  Hnes  to 
enquire  after  Betsy's  health,  hoping  that. her  faith 
is  strong  in  him  who  took  our  infirmities,  aofl 
bore  our  sicknesses,  and  will  make  all  our  bed  In 
our  sickness,  and  make  it  easy  too  when  our  he^ 
and  mind  '&re  stayed  and  reclined  upon  his  free^ 
sovereign,  unchangeable,  and  everlasting  love^ 
which  enables  us  to  hope  to  the  end,  and  to  defy 
the  devil  with  all  his  arts,  darts,  and  blasphemool 
suggestions.  For  thus  saith  the  Lord,  ''  Thou 
shalt  not  be  afraid  for  the  terror  by  night :  nor 
for  the  arrow  that  flieth  by  day :  nor  for  the  pes- 
itilence  that  vt^lketh  in  darkness;   nor  for  the 
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^destruction  tbat  wasteth  at  oobn-day.  A  thou- 
sand shall  fall  at  thy  side,  and  ten  thousand  at  thy 
right  band,  but  no  plague  shall  come  nigh  thy 
dwelling,**  Psal.  xci.  5 — 7;  this  I  know  to  be 
true  by  long  and  blessed  experience,  for  bur  God 
is  faithful  to  his  word,  and  uiil  never  suffer  bis 
promises  to  fall  to  the  ground,  or  to  fail  them 
who  rely  upon  his  promising  encouragemeoCs  in 
Christ  Jesus. 

The  broken  and  contrite  heart,  tlie  believiog 

heart,  and  the  heart  that  hopes  in  his  onercy,  are  bis 

own  living  temples;  in  these  he  will  for  ever  dwell, 

and  that  in  order  to  strengthen  us:  ^'  My  fleah 

and  my  heart  faileth,"  saith  the  Psalmist;  **  but 

Cod  is  the  strength  of  my  heart,  and  my  pordcn 

for  ever,"  PsaL  Ixxiii.  26.  I  will  revive  the  heart 

of  the   humble,   and   the  spirit  of  the   contrite 

^n6s,  IsaL  IviL  15.     Again,  Christ  dwells  in  the 

iieart  by  faith ;  he  first  comes  as  a  king  and  a 

^onquei'or,  he  wounds  us  and  makes  us  aubsitt ; 

knd  then  he  comes  as  a  physician,  he  binds  up  tbie 

^triroken  heart,  brings  health  and  cure  and  cures 

4ls,  and  reveals  lo  us  the  abundance  of  peace 

.«ad  tiHith.     After  this  be  comes  as  a  lover,  pne- 

"sents  his  bright,  glorious,  and  comforticg  pire- 

^nce  to  us,  and  proposes  a  match  with  oCir  souls; 

this  kills  us  quite,  this  melts  us,  this  swallows  us 

np,  it  is  too  great,  this  we  cannot  believe:  then 

he  gives  us  a  sight  of  his  sufferings,  and  a  feeling 

^ense  of  them,  and  of  his  dying  love,  and  then 

c  S 


S6 
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we  must  submit,  confess,  and  say  it  is  truth,  and 
so  yield  the  obedience  of  faith ;  this  knits  the 
knot,  his  bowels  of  loving  kindness  flpw  out, 
and  ours  melt  down  under  the  wonderful  opera- 
tion, and  from  that  day  forward  we  are  joined  to 
the  Lord,  and  made  one  spirit  with  him.  Love 
is  the  uniting  bond  which  shall  never  be  dissolve! 
in  this  world,  nor  in  that  which  is  to  come. 

And  as  for  thee^  sister  Nanny,  I  tell  thee^  that 
yis'siire'as  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God;  tfie 
>Soo''of  the  Father  in  truth  and  love,  and  as  'fliure 
^li^  JTam  a  poor  uii worthy  prophet  of  his^  so  sure& 
.Will  he  nfanifest  himself  to  thee,  and  pour  out  updn 
thee  the  promise  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  thou  shalt 
'liaVe  A  believing  view  of  that  just  one^  and  shalt 
cblifess  that  he  is  the  faithful  and  true  witnest^ 
aiid  that  he  confirms  the  word  of  his  servants^ 
and  performs  the  counsel  of  his  messengeHs,  for 
noi^e  shall  ever  seek  his  face  in  vain.  I  was  m 
nbpe  of  seeing  you  and  your  sister  this  autumn, 
^ut  it  is  otherwise  ordered  now.  Shall  long  fo 
'toow  how  B^lsy  is,  for  if  she  continues  ill,  wilf  if 
possibte  conie  to  see  her.  My  kind  respects^ 
her,'  and  to  your  father,  and  accept  the  same. 
Riith  and  Naomi  join  in  love. 

Ever  your's  in  faithfulness,  truth,  and  love^    [ 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 


a 
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LETTER  XV. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


My  dear  Ann, 

:■       r 

I  HAVE  wished  much  to  know  bow  your  poor 

father  got  home,  and  how  you  both  are  nqwija 

health,  and  could  but  wonder  how  h.  could  wrjtf^ 

and  never  mention  how  either  you  or  your  fath^ 

^itre.     I  was  very  sorry  that  I  saw  not  your  fajtb^r 

when  in  town,  but  when  I  heard  that  he  was  so  iU^ 

.^ould  not  expect  it    liave  no  doubt  but  you  finil 

yourself  at  a  loss,  and  rather  solitary  through 

your  father's  indisposition,  and  want  of  your  ol(l 

companions,  but  no  place  under  the  sun  cpa  s^t 

us  out  of  sight,  out  of  reach,  or  out  of  tbe,pi:e- 

«ence  of  the  omnipresent  God;  and  as  i^  God. in 

Yhrist,  and  in  covenant,  he  promises, to  be  a  little 

^sanctuary  in  all  places  whither  his  people  n)ay 

come.   He  is  our  biding  place,  refuge,  and  strong 

^old,  our.  fortress,  high  tower,  our  rest,  and  otur 

dwelling  place  in  all  generations;  and  faith  knows 

her  way  to  him,  and  fervent  and  effectual  prayer 

will"  reach  his  ear,  however  dark  we  may  be  in  tba 

direction  of  it. 

Endeavour  to  keep  this  intercourse  open  by 
paying  constant  visits  at  court,  where  and  only 
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Inhere  our  grievances  can  be  redressed,  our  wants 
supplied,  and  Our  minds  eased.  While  constant 
prayer  keeps  the.  gate  of  li&,^  and  the  door  of 
hope  displayed,  the  troubled  soul  will  always  find 
an  asylum,  for  God  is  our  only  centre  and  our 

4 

home;  and  when  our  thoughts,  our  confi- 
dences, and  our  hopes  can  find  no  shelter  tfaera^ 
it^  m  miffi  to  soek  it  clfierarbere,  lor  all  besides  are 
farokeo  CIS terj»|.  refuges  of  lies^  and  cutting  di^^ 
itfipQitHaaentSy  therefore  by  no  meaiiB  get  iitto^ll 
skfthfhL  neglect  oi  tbis  highest  ix!  aU  privilege^ 
And;  as  this  is  the  gi*eat  and  unspeakable  grant  of 
Crod  to  all  believers,  so  the  prayer  of  the  upright 
is  the  delight  of  tbe  Lord  ;  and  those  families  of 
Ibe  earth  are  deplorably  threatened  with  fiirji 
AoLt  call  not  upon  his  name*  Be  fo  kind  as  to 
tender  my  best  respects  to  your  father,  and  be  so 
kind  as  t(k  send  me  a  line  how  he  does^  and  h< 


you  are,  and  how  matters  are  within^  and  yo^  w: 
much  oblige 

Dear  Ann, 

Tour  willing  Servant,  and  affectioiate  >Eriend^ 

W.H.  &S. 
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LETTER  XVL 


TO  THE  SAME. 


To  the  Poor  Li«tle  Ones,  Greetings  - 

Beloved  girls,  you  must  not  wonder  if  yoji 
should  see  the  poor  despised  Doctor  come  sud* 
deiily  upon  you  on  Wednesday  evening  next;  l>iU 
be  not  afraid,  for  though  I  come  as  a  thief,  and 
aim  to  catch  you  with  guile,  I  shall  not  plunder 
Or  make  a  gain  of  you.  I  do  long  to  be  preteht^ 
and  to  put  up  my  poor  imperfect  prayers  in  be* 
half  of  your  poor  father,  in  which   I  have  no 

doubt  but  you  will  heartily  join  with  me.     I  ex- 

ft    .-  . 

pect  to  come  in  company  with  ,  we  are  oo 

•  ■* , .  

an  intended  journey  to  Newark  upon  Tren^  if 
the  Lord  permit^  and  therefore  idtend  visiting  the 
little  ones  on  the  way,  and  taking  a  bed  with 
them.  And  now  for  a  word  of  advice;  as  you 
are  deprived  of  the  means,  attend  to  prayer  and 
reading,  that  you  may  not  go  back,  and  remem- 
ber that  the  Lord  promises  to  be  a  little  sanctuary 
in  all  places  where  his  children  may  go.  My 
kind  love  to  your  father,  and  accept  the  same 
from. 

Your  affectionate  friend, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


I^I  Litlle  Ones, 
.ili-pRACE,     mei 

rgflched  this  place 

t((iies,  aud  the  Gq 

TOfi  -each  time,  an- 

Atarmed,  awakeaei 

flocJc  from  almost  a 

thirty  miles  round. 

heariiig  ihe  word  o 

in  all  the  adjacent  p 

all  parts.     I  cannot 

me  in   Nottingham! 

at  R.  then  at  N.  i 

ktiow  not  where:  bu 

I  am  amazed  how  ( 

^y    books;   they   an 

food,  throiio'l,  .(,«  I, 
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if  the  Lord  permit,  and  shall  endeavour  to  let  them 
know  when  they  may  expect  me,  and  then  I  hope 
your  poor  fatherwiU  be  ableto  go  with  me  in  a  post 
chaise;  tender  my  kind  love  to  him,  and  tell  him  that 
be  has  a  share  in  my  poor  feeble  petitions*  Be  much 
in  prayer,  reading,  and  thinking,  and  be  sure  to 
bl^es^  praise^  and  thank  God  in  Chrisfs  name  for 
«very  smile,  ray,  beam,  revival,  refreshing,  comfor^ 
hope,  sensation,  favour,  or  kind  providence  tha!i' 
tilrns  dp  on  your  Bide.  The  Lord  cannot  ttidure 
irigrafitude;  or'untl\jEtnkfnlnes8,  therefore  b^  1)6^ 
frt^tint,  be  diligent,  be  fervent,  be  dttetitive't^^ 
his  hand  and  handyworks.  My  kind  love  to  ybii)^'^ 
fiiber,  and  mj  kind  love  accept,  from         '    :^'/* 

Y6ur  willing,  affectionate,  and  faithfiil  "^ 
fdend  in  Christ  Jesus, 

llioii  ^  ♦'•'  ••■'-''  »u 

nitV'  >  i'- '  '    -/^' 
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i,  LETTER  XVIII. 

•:"    ■  TO  MRS.  T. 

As  my  daughter  Ruth  brought  your  kind 
respects  to  me,  and  your  request  of  an  interest 
in  ray  poor  prayer^^  which  I  hope  God  will  hear 


ia  youF  behalf*,  I  tboagjbt  tbf^^^  ^!^'.}f<^^^'IM# 
U  would  not  be  disagreeable,  or  uoi|fqeptab\fi^  tf 
yoiit  I  aqi  not  uQacqiiaiixtcd  with  ti^ippof^- 
Iroubles,  nor  wilb  soul  distress^  I  wa^  long;  t]||f|i 
quimeasence  of  misery,  a  poor^.  burthcnedp.  j^M^ 
Wrn  outcast,  that  ndne  sought  a£ter  or  cared  iof^; 
(Hit  in  answer  to'a  fe\r  poor  fl^eb^  peiUM>ns^  g||^ 
up  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Chrisi^  the  Son  if£,  Qp^^^ 
ti^mb  and.love^  the;  Lgr4  .delivered  qaie...  U^.fjf 
the  laiserable  siuuefs  only  biei\df  i\iQ,;uckf  wu^ 
great  pbysiuan,  aad  the  U)$jt.^e^p-s  oqly^st^p^ 
berd ;  an  able^  a  willii]^  an  aU-soi^ci^Bt  SavAf^fif^ 
9uitablie  to  the  sinner's  case,  exactly  agr^e&ble  iff 
his  wish,  having  all  fulness  inhiiB^and  in£LOJLl|^ 
satis&Gtion  for  all  that  trust  in  his  holy  name. 

He  tells  us    to  call  upon  him  in  the  time  of 

trouble,  and  that  he  will  deliver  us,  and  we  shall 

glorify  him;  and  whosoever  comethunto  him,jhf{ 

will  in  no  wise  cast  them  out,  for  he  came  to  ci(|| 

sinners  to  repentance,  and  to  seek  and  save  tliat 

which  was  lost,  and  I  am  a  living  witness  of  bis 

fiiithfuluess  and  truth.     I  was  weary  and  heavy 

laden  enough  God  knowS)  but  I  found   rest  in 

him  for  my  soul,  and  he  will.be  found  of  them 

that  seek  him,  for  he  has  promised  that  they  who 

call  upon  him  shall  be  saved,  and  that  he  will  be 

near  to  them  that  haply  feel  after  him.  His  precious 

Uood   deanseth  us  from    all  sin,    bis   grace  is 

sufficient  to  support  and  comfort  us  under  every 

iossy  trouble,  or  disappointment ;  and  it  is  to  his 


4» 

honour  and  our  comfort  that  we  let  our  request 
be  made  known  unto  him^  that  we  cast  all  our 
burthens  and  our  ^ares  upon  him,  for  he  careth 
ibr  us.  Hannah  poured  out  her  soul  before  him 
at  Shiloh,  and  went  away  with  her  countenance 
no  more  sad.  Rahab  and  Ruth  fled  to  him  for 
flihelter  and  protection,  and  both  found  it;  a 
fHehd  of  the  friendless,  a  husband  to  the  widow, 
4^d  a  father  of  the  fatherless,  is  the  Lord  in  hiH 
Uply  habitation. 

"^^  And  as  for  thy  son,  God  is  the  God  of  the  seaS 
ik^eli  as  the  land  ;  he  appeared  to  the  discipled 
m  a  storm,  to  Moses  in  a  bush,  to  Paul  on  the 
pfdins  of  Damascus,  and  to  me  in  a  garden,* 
Comimit  thy  son  to  the  Lord,  that  is  the  onl;^ 
wky* to  preserve  him;  do  as  Jacob  did  to  his 
smis,  God  give  you  favour  in  the  sight  of  th^ 
flail,  that  he  may  send  away  your  brother. 
Sferijatnin ;  and  the  next  news  was  that  Benjamiir 
4fkB  returned,  and  that  Joseph  was  alive,  and 
imely  Jesus  Christ  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day, 
£nd  for  ever.  Dear  Madam,  farewell,  grace  and 
j[)6ade  be  with  thee.     So  prays, 

r*M        ^^y  wil^i'^g  Servant  in  Christ  Jesus, 

Wm.  HUNTIJSGTON. 


^ 
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LETTEiR.  XIX. 


I 

Bflkyod  of  Gcm)»  .    ■:.,    . '.'O'i 

'  ^1  aEC£iVEO  your  last  letter,  bot  akl-i  li)Qi£  » 
mueh  business  and  tberefbire  have  been^  ait^^ 
thee,  though  thou  hast  not  been  so  t^'-  miU^'^ 
^ss  my  God  the  dear  Redeemer  ik  vaifHlikli^lk 
sifU  «rith    me,    and  has    eauied  'AiufAf^^'o#^MI 

goodness  to  pass  before  me,  and  iay  M&i^HM 

* 

work  enough  to  follow  after,  ^nd  to  wonder  %t-iift 
goodness  to  the  obildiren  of  men;  The' life- ^ 
fiuth  is«  a  mysterious  tife ;  by  faith  in  Chimin 
obedience  we  are  made  just ;  by  fitith  inftia-bliiid 
vejcome  out  of  the  pit  wherein  ii;nd'^i«lttlbf*^^ 
faith,  in  his,  arm  we  are  made'  strong  |-4iy^Adfb  1ft 
Imlmewe  are  made  free ;  by  ikitbvin  b]«i^tb1d6IA 
ive  are^sMpplied ;  aiid  by  faith  lA-'faisr'vlbttaffy^^ 
overcome  the  worJd.  The  busioeM  of -JTa^'^ 
to: go  10  marker,  go  on  messagei^ libd^to 'feli^ 
errands;  wine  and^  milk  must  be  bought wH^Hrirf 
money  and  without  price,  bt^t  if  'we^biix'nbt'AAfi 
with:  the  word^  we  get  neither  fiir^ry  mes^gd 
sent  to  heaven  must  be  carried  by  faith,  whal!^ 
ever  you  ask  believing  ye  shall  receive ;  etrengtft; 
Qomfort,  peace  and  joy  mUst  be  ^all  brought  in^ 
faith.-    Eaithjs  an-  excellent  beggar,  ahd  afU  0MI 
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she  gets  she  gives  to  the  soul :    ^*  I  live  by  the 
faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me  and  gave 
himself  for  me."*    -All  modicines  are  brought  in 
and  brought  home  by  the  same  hand ;  Believest 
thou  that  I  am  able  to  do  this  for  thee  ?    Yea, 
Lord;  then  according  to  your  faith  be  it  unto 
you ;   go  in  peace,  and  be  whole  of  thy  plegoei 
«^:  rXtie  business  of  fiikh  is  to  be  before  us^  aod  be- 
^ftjohMnd  with  every  thing;  it  is  the  substance  of 
ihingg;'  hoped  for,  and  the  evidence  of  things 
^o^Meu^^    It  is  by  faith  we  walk,  and  not  ky 
flight^,  what  we  do  not  believe  to  be  true  we  dare 
/ppt^receive^  what  we  believe  to  be  wrong,  we  darf 
TIQt  dQ|.  and  the  ways  we  are  sure  are  pervecM 
^ese  we  dare  not  go.     If  unbelief  and  carniil 
j^fl^n  are  consulted  before  faith,  we  bait  land 
|ipb|)lQ|,  and  as  soon  as  faith  works  we  go  all  that 
gpouadover  again.     If  sin  or  guilt  be  conmiit^ 
pr  iCOQtracted,  there  is  a  stand,  a  stop,  a  lei  m 
l^iur  pilgrimage,  till  faith  deals  with  the  atonennent; 
llM^n  we  make  straight  paths  for  our  feet,  lest  thait 
lf(I4dl^^Js  latne  be  turned  out  of  the  way;   let  rit 
Jff^r  be  healed.      If  we  get  shut  up  in  legal 
|K>HQdage,  there  is  no  coming  forth,  nor  going  on 
ftp^lntijl- faith  works  by  love;   no  gratitude  to 
C9d  till  we  believe  this,  that,  and  every  trial  shall 
ivprk/  together  for  good.     Faith's  business  is  to 
9fie  (things  that  are  invisible  and  realize  them,  to 
ojlj^tain  and  apply  promises,  to  embrace  Christy 
9gk^  to  call  in  love  to  admire  and  adore  the  ob<- 
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got  well  over  the  mnall  pox.  ^     £xcq«9:jMi^ 
Farewell.  .  ^ 

Thy  willing  Servant  in  the  gospel  of  Cltri4^^i£ 

Wm.  HUNTINOTOIL 


LETTER  XXI. 


•  ■  i 


■  t     111  tiilA 

TO  MISS  T/  ...]•' 

I  RECEIVED  my  little  0De*s  letter,  amgliftd  & 
hear  she  got  down  so  well,  and  that  she  is  Jp 
much  better,  and  do  hope,  as  her  native  .aif 
i^ms  so  well  to  agree  with  her,  that  her  .fri|^ 
tabernacle  will  come  under  God  to  some  de^^Qp 
of  establishment :  but  above  all  I  wish  that  the 
health  of  her  countenance  and  her  God|  p)ay  ,b9 
present  with  and  precious  to  her«  The  voice, of 
atoning  blood  in  the  conscience,  the  unctH>Q  pf 
God's  Spirit  on  the  mind,  and  the  wedding  gar*- 
ment  on  the  soul,  is  the  only  health  of  the  saint: 
^'Say  ye  to  the  righteous  it  shall  be  well  with 

m 

him."  As  for  our  earthly  house  the  leprosy  is  io 
the  walls,  it  is  infected ;  infirmities  must  invade 
it,  make  bead  and  prey  upon  it,  in  order  to  briqg 
it  to  its  decreed  doom;  ^*To  dust  thou  shalt 
return.''  But  O  my  soul  thou  art  of  nobler  ranl^ 
of  higher  extract,  and  of  divine  origin  !  God  is 
the  Father  of  spirits ;  these  were  breathed  into 
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ottr' nostrils,  and  under  a  second 'breatbiog-<tf 
bim  whose  mouth  is  most  sweet,  these  shall  soar 
aloft  and  be  made  perfect,  this  is  their  native 
aftat,  and  God  their  only  centre. 

In  these  mysterious  and  celestial  regions,  the 
inhabitants  shall  no  more  say  I  am  sick,  for  God 
is  their  health,  and  they  shall  be  filled  with  all 
his  fulness,  and  God  be  all  in  all ;  all  to  them, 
and  all  in  them.  Oh,  the  inconceivable  wonder  ! 
'*  Thou  hast  been  our  dwelling  place  in  all 
generations,"    Psal.    xc.    1.      "  Put  ye   on    the 

Xdrd  Jesus  Christ  and  walk  in  him,"*  "Rom-,  xiii. 
A^'    And  no  less  than  this,  iis  being*  clothed  with 

^hr  hou^e  that  is  from  above,  fbr  mortality  th«ftt 
TC  put  off,  and  immortality  must  be  put  on  thMA 

^fi^'tabernacles;  when  tie  who  only  hathr  imtAoi^^ 
liCy  shall  appear,  then,  but  not  till  then,  sticiU 
Jl-bQir  joys  be  full,  all  our  longing  and  reeking 

xletirfes  and  appetites  be  satiated:    **1  shall  b* 
Aidsiied  when  I  awake  with  thy  likeness,**  Psiil. 

'^if^  is.    This  is  the  hope  set  before  us,  and  HAi 
A  ike  finishing  stroke  to  mercy's  fabric,  and  th^ 

^tt  execution  of  the  eternal  plan !    '*  He  shall 

^rfftg  forth  the  top  stone  thereof  with  shoutings, 

Wj^ing,  Grace,  grace  unto  it,**  Zech.  iv.  7.    "Mr. 

«Ct   and  the   two  ladies  are  with  us;    the  oM 
ftitleman  and  Betsy  are  very  happy,  poor  Mary 
fi  iri  a  low  place.     Naomi  joins  in  love  to  your 

'  tJadyship  and  little  Ann.    Commending  you  both 
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M  your  shield,  and  to  the  lifter  uf^  of  your  hea4 
I  rest, 

Your%  in  him, 

&S. 


LETTER  XXII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


■     I  . 

•    i 

M  :(  t 


Dourly  Beloved  of  God,  and  Beloved  Sister  in  Christ. 

Glad  was  I  to  see  at  my  return  home  Im 
ttighty  a  letter  from  thee ;  I  had  been  from  home 
ever  since  Tuesday  morning,  but  had  ofteb 
visited  thee  in  thought,  in  mind,  in  union,  and  id 
affection.  None  but  God  and  the  saint  knof^ 
the  lustre,  the  brilliancy,  the  glory  and  tbb. 
majesty,  the  soul-enriching,  souUennobling,  tbd 
princely  dignity,  and  the  soul-humbling,  soul* 
dissolving,  soul-emptying  operations  of  infinite 
divinity  which  the  soul  passes  under  and  is  ei!i« 
wrapped  with,  when  the  Son  of  God  visits  hii 
bride,  and  makes  the  first  discoveries  of  his  eter* 
nal  love  to  her.  Every  thing  earthly,  sensual 
and  devilish  disappears,  and  the  whole  soul  ii 
engaged  with  invisible  realities,  more  excellent 
tjiian  the  mountains  of  prey,  and  more  precioai 
than  the  golden  wedge  of  Ophir;  more  durabit 
than  the  sun,  more  profound  than  all  the  depttis 
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df  nature,  and  more  immense  tlian  the  uni\'6irsal 
globe. 

Heaven  itself  forbids  not  the  ravishing  ascen- 
sion df  our  minds,  nor  refuseth  the  admittance 
of  our  captivated  thoughts,  and  renewed  affec- 
tions; the  heart  rises  up  to  the  place  where  its 
treasure  is,  hope  casts  her  anchor  within  the  vail, 
and  the  soul  sits  together  with  Christ  in  heavenly 
places ;  this  is  the  first  resurrection,  it  is  rising 
from  a  death  in  sin  to  newness  of  life,  under  the 
operations  of  the  Spirit  of  God:  "With  jmy 
4ead  body  shall  they  arise,"  saith  the  Saviour } 
'f  awtfke  and  sing  thou  that  dwellest  in  the  dust, 
p>T  thy  dew  shall  be  as  the  dew  of  herbs,  and  ibt 
qartb  shall  cast  out  her  dead,"  Isai.  xxvl.  19* 
^d  true  it  is,  for  the  earth  or  earthly-minded 
gitn  do  cast  out  and  abhor  them  that  God  quick"- 
^|l$;  but  we  shall  sing  when  envy  slays  the  silly 
o))es>  who  hate  God,  and  the  admirers  of  him ; 
^fid  the  dew  of  his  grace  shall  make  us  a  8W*eet 
tf^vour  in  Christ,  when  the  stink  of  their  caitipk 
|hall  come  up  into  his  nostrils. 

Oh  Betty  !  what  hath  the  Lord  wrought?  What 
bath  he  done  for  us  ?  And  what  shall  be  the  end 
of  these  wonders?  We  shall  see  hitn  as  ha  is, 
#pd  be  like  him;  be  shall  change  our  vile  bodieS| 
^pd  fashion  them  like  unto  his  glorious  body; 
mortality  shall  be  swallowed  up  of  life,  and 
immortality  be  all  in  all :  then  the  inhabitants 
shall  no  more  say  I  am  sick,  for  the  people  that; 
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dwell  ia  the  realms  of  bliss  shall  be  forgiven  their 
iniquity ;  the  Lamb  in  the  midst  of  the  throne 
shall  feed  them,  and  God  shall  wipe  all  tears 
from  all  faces;  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  take 
their  flight,  and  celestial  pleasure  shall  over- 
flow, while  fulness  and  satisfaction  abounding 
shall  superabound,  till  all  old  things  are  buriM 
in  oblivion,  and  all  new  things  for  ever  possessed, 
(ind  for  ever  in  view.  - .  . j  ^.  jtf 

I  thank  my  God  upon  every  remembraQ^  .>IBf 
thee  ,  and  thy  sister,  knowing  beloved,  •  ti^^SlIf 
deletion  of  God  by  the  chastening,  supjpiorlBif^ 
'encouraging,  continuing,  and  delivering  powp* 
which  hath  been  put  forth  and  displayed  in  beh^^ 
of  thee  and  poor  Ann,  who  I  know  is  in  tl^ 
lumdle  of  life,  and  in  the  book  of  God's  electioq^ 
in  the  heart  of  Christ,  in  the  promise  qf.Qo^ 
atid  in  the  affections  of  the  least  of  all  saints.^;  l,t(g) 
muth  bent  upon  seeing  thee,  but  have  n>any,ii{y[f* 
ficulties,  invitations  to  preach,  &c.  to  eqcount^j; 
'nevertheless,  hope  next  week  if  God  permit,. i(f^ 
nothing  unforeseen  prevent,  to  have  that  pleaw^jif. 
Tender  my  most  cordial  affection  to  Nap^y, 
and  a^ept  the  same  from,  -.    ioi 

Your's  in  the  noblest  of  all  ties,  and  i|i     >  kt. 
the  prospect  of  the  brightest  vieir^-'- 

w.  h:  :  s!  "S. 


.  L 
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TO  THE  SAME. 


•i 


LETTER  XXIII. 

•    i 

JMj'Dcar  Little  One, 

•^''"Thb  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Cbriat  be 

thy  present  support,  thy  coustant  attendaot,  thy 

^AeRverer,  thy  aim,  and  thy  ultimate  end.     I  ;ain 

)^i($6rly  and  low  with  a  bad  cold,  loss  of  appetite^ 

^S  shortness  of  breath,  and  wad  very  sorry  to 

Vikr. of  thy  disastrous  relapse;  but  we  are  t>Qri9^ 

H&  (rouble,  as  wave  follows  wave,  and  shall  nevejr 

'Vhd  either  rest  or  refuge  but  by  faith  ia  th^ 

<«r6tinds  of  the  Son  of  God.     In  his  stripes  %h&Bt 

.fe  dealing,  in  his  chastisements  there  is  paacfi; 

%tf  d  VLB  it  pleased  God  to  bruise  him,  in  biQ  bi'itiMts 

"^r6  is  divitte  pleasure,  and  in  his  dying:  love 

tdi^e  is  rest,  and  in  his  righteousness  quietO<^fts 

%bd  assiiranee  for  ever,  attended  with  iilenteoM^ 

y^demption.     I  have  no  object  for  my  bope^  14^19 

)6<^tttr6  for  my  thoughts,  nor  satisfaction  for  iQy 

longing  soul  but  this;  this  is  the  only  hope  .ai^ 

ineeting  place  of  sinners,  the  conscious  soul's  last 

retreat,  the  desperate  patient's  last  physician,  and 

the  perishing  soul's  eternal  babquet 

However  useful  we  may  be  in  his  cause,  how- 
ever fruitful  in  life,  however  divinely  taught  or 
deeply  experienced;   however  stedfast,   valiant, 


faithful  or  laborious,  it  must  all  be  laid  aside  » 
point  of  dependance  and  acceplaiite  ^iih  God. 
The  one  liour  labourer  fared  as  well,  and  re- 
ceived as  mucii  as  he  limt  bore  the  burden  and 
heat  of  the  day  ;  he  must  in  his  last  stage,  as  well 
as  in  the  first,  fall  helpless,  worthless,  and  as  un- 
profitable into  the  hands  of  an  almighty,  most 
merciful,  uiosl  faithful,  and  neVcr  failing  Saviour; 
and  so  leave  every  fruit  to  be  taken  notice  of 
and  brought  forth  in  the  great  day,  hy  him  who 
makes  the  tree  good,  and  who  says,  '  From  me  is 
your  fruit  found.'  Here  my  little  dear  ne  are  all 
complete,  but  in  the  law  alt  condemned,  in  Adam 
all  lost,  at  the  bar  of  conscience  oft  culpable,  io  lU? 
sight  of  God  all  corrupt;  but  in  the  representa* 
live  without  fault  before  the  throne,  eo  God  say?; 
and  so  I  believe. 

Christ  U)ok  our  fleih  intp  unipo  wi^i  bi| 
ijiviniiy,  and  so  we  became  one  a»  |oiindati^ 
9^d  fiupefstructure,  stock  and  brapcl^  s^r^y,j^^ 
d^tpr,,  Riaa  »nd  wife  are  one.;  in  him  .w^e  Ji^ 
%Fid  aioved,  io  him  ive  sul&red  and  diedr  iR.'^iA 
^  rpse,  asceoded,  and  sit  down  in  bevf^P^ 
places^  and  tb^re  God  views  us;  in  |iitq  bg  ie^rt 
Wj  and  by  bim  be  will  display  the  f  i^t)e«  «f  ^ 
girace  in  xbe  eternal  glorification  c^  v»  all.  ^9 
tbe&e  views  faith  will  stand  her  ground  aod  q^aipf 
tun  her  bold  against  every  assault,  aod  f^\\  .tf^bt 
t  have, written  lays  in  these  words ;  "  Thfly  *Wjefr 
cpfl»e,^m|jj  ttiebli/od^of  the.^pit;ii  .^od.tff;4li 
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word  of  their  testimony,"  Rev.  xii  11;  thf^ 
Crusted  in  Christy  yd  relied  upon  the  word  of 
God.  My  dear  little  one,  farewell,  I  have  sent 
iooy  poor  prayers  to  God  before  I  began  to  scribble 
lliis.  My  best  wishes  to  your  father  and  sister; 
The  salutation  of  parson  Sack  with  bis  own  b|ui^ 
which  is  the  token  in  every  epistle ;  so  I  writi^ 
lukl  so  you  believe. 

-'       Ever  your's  in  Christy  -^ 

'^ '  Wm.  HUNTINGTON- ' 


>< 
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LETTER  XXIV, 


TO  THE  SAME. 


ei  *  «|  ifusT  send  a  few  scraps  to  my  poor  little 
%tien^  because  they  seem  to  be  scattered  updn  thi 
^jidtountains  as  sheep  that  have  no  shepherd ;  bnt 
Vikt  chief  shepherd  fills  both  heaven  and  eiirtti^ 
Utt'that  there  is  no  going  from  his  spirit,  or  fleeing 
*^Ai6m  his  presence.  He  is  near  to  them  that  wft 
mt  a  broken  heart,  and  saveth  such  ti  be  of  a 
Ittontrite  spirit  Various  are  the  visits  th4t  he 
^ys  to  the  children  of  men;  sometisiea . ha 
literthes  Jerusalem  as  ivith  dandles,  to  discovef 
what  they  are,  and  to  punish  them  that  are  settled 
upon  their  lees,  in  carnal  security;  *'AU  the 
"efaurcbes  sball^know  that  I  am  he  which  aearcheth 


■the  reins  and  hcRrts,"  Rev.  ii.  23.  At  other 
'times  lie  comes  like  a  sever*  parent,  "  I  will  visit 
their  sins  wiili  the  rod,  and  their  iniquities  with 
scourges,"  Psal,  Ixxxix.  J2 ;  these  are  fears, 
troubles,  reproofs  and  rebukes,  terrors  of  mind, 
and  lashes  of  conscience.  *'  He  shall  stir  up 
jealousy  like  a  man  of  war,"  Isai.  xlii.  13;  this 
he.  does  by  comforting  the  broken  and  contrite 
hearted,  and  appearing  to  take  no  notice  of  them 
that  are  more  at  ease,  and  more  careless ;  some- 
times s]»eaks  a  word  in  their  favour,  O  visit  me 
U'ith  thy  goodness,  saith  the  Psalmist;  visit  ine 
early  with  thy  mercy,  and  visit  me  with  thy  sal- 
vation. Blessed  are  they  that  feel  their  need  (^ 
-him,  and  that  seek  him  with  their  whole  hearlf 
£ot  though  he  seem  foi>  awhile  to  hide  hia  face,  yef 
surely,  "  The  needy  shall  not  always  be  forgot|»ii, 
the  expectation  of  the  poor  shall  not  periafajfor 
vrer.''  ■  '  '  ■         ■•  m..:i> 

■I  Come  little  ones  take  heart,  be  of  good  cour*gf| 
for  he  loves  them  that  love  bim,  and  they  that 
seek  him  early  shall  find  bim.  We  robb^ 
poor— •  of  almost  all  her  heart,  and  left  her 
nothing  but  her  carcase  and  her  clotlies-fbr  fik 
and  I  must  confess  that  she  stole  away  one  corner 
of  rain^  so  that  I  am  constrained  to  scad  thi 
contents  of  it  to  R.  Glad  am  I,  that  we  are 
now  of  one  heart,  making  up  our  happiness  in 
one  obje(H,  meeting  in  one  centre,  drawing  in  one 
yMji^-Goioa,  my  dear  girls,  and  you  will  soon 
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I 

^d  your  hearts  fixed,  and  ycrar  soub  encoof- 

Jpassed  about  with  songs  of  deliverance.  -  The 

.•religion  of  Jesus  is  the  glory  of  our  laiid^  libe 

eause  of  God^  and  the  salt  of  the  earth ;  itniAkfiB 

Ais  world  a  baublp,  one's  own  heart  apriociimlitji^ 

^ne*s  home  a  Bethel ;  it  gives  up  our  conversaltioii 

tO' 'another  world,  it  leads  us  to  correspond  with 

JDvisible  realities,  makes  crooked  things  str4i^[^ 

«od  rough  places  plain.    It  makes  a  sick-bed  eas^, 

and  the  day  of  death  to  be  better  than  the  dik|r 

«fr  one's  birth,  because  it  introduces  «nd  pavn 

'the  way  to   the  wedding    chamberi   and^rsfauta 

'dvt  all  our  rebellious   infirmities^    complaints^ 

jjeaiousies,  disorders^  and  love  sicknesses ;  '-The 

inhabitants  shall  no  more  say  I  am   sick :  ^the 

pieople  that  dwell  therein  shall  be  forgiven  i  tbdr 

inv()iiity,''  Isai.  xxxiii.  24. 

'^  The  spirit  of  Jesus  never  leaves  os  without :!li 

firiend  in  this  world,   nor  without  a  father,  nor 

mtfaout  a  token  for  good,  nor  without  a-  coospa- 

liion  that  s^cketb  closer  than  a  brother,  for  if  the 

Crod  of  heaven   be  for  us,  who  can  be  tagaioet 

W  ?    And  what  can  harm  those  who  have  got  tbp 

6od  of  Jacob  for  their  portion?    You  must  take 

this  in  the  rough,  for  I  am  in  a  deal  of  buiunesa. 

Mv  respects  to  father,    and  accept  the   same 

ro  in 

Your  affectionate  Friend 

and  willing  Servant^ 


LEITER  XXV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Mondity  Morniog,  4  o'clock. 
Yoy  koDw  not  how  my  soul  was  rejoiced'to 
-hettrfrefen  my  poor  dear  little  ones.  Forget  you, 
•or  oSKfie  to  pray  for  you,  I  cannot,  I  bave  you 
both  in  my  heart  to  live  and  die  with  you,  and 
-iadeed  one  part  of  the  furniture  of  my  ^lousc  is 
missing  if  neither  of  my  little  ones  is  in  it ;  would 
have  dropped  a  Mae  before,  but  Mr.  J.  nxA 
-Mverftl  from  L.  came,  as  soon  as  one  poor  nurtt 
child  WB»  gone.  Mr.  J— 's  chapel  is  shot  up  to 
be  painted,  so  that  he  has  been  h^re  ever  sittn 
'4ast  Tuesday.  ,  -    '  '^'''' 

My  dear  Redeemer  is  good  to  me,  he  hath  t^e^ 
-#ith  me  much  in  his  own  work,  extending  -^ 
views,  supporting  aiid  enlarging  my  tiear^  eqtii^ 
ping  me  with  fortitude  and  becoming  bddned) 
laroishing  me  with  arguments,  and  cl6thing'  hit 
word  with  power.  One  gentleman  catne  l&k 
Saturday  from  G.  and  after  hearing  me  in  tlA 
morning  be  went  off  saying,  this  is  what  I  wanMt^ 
so  mightily  grows  the  word  of  the  Lord  and  pre^ 
vails,  and  so  extensively  does  God  spread  the 
iame  of  what  he  hath  done  for  his  poor  and  much 
despised  'servant      Whatever  you  do  cleave  to 
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him,  he  is  a  refuge  for  us ;  you  may  dive  into  bis 
heart,  into  his  mind,  thoughts,  counsels,  purposes, 
and  covenant,  and  even  tell  his  thoughts  respect- 
ing yourselves.  O  how  sweet  are  thy  thoughts 
towards  me !  how  great  is  the  sum  of  them. 
You  may  be  by  participation  beforehand  with  the 
inheritance,  for  we  are  raised  up  and  made  to  sit 
together  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  JesBs;  he 
is  in  our  name  and  nature  ip  the  presence  of  Grod 
for  us,  as  our  forerunner,  sponsor,  and  he^d,  and 
«re  in  him. 

,  O  my  sweet  ones,  what  has  he  done,  and  what 
ibas  he  in  reserve  for  us  ?  ^^  Eye  hath  not  seen, 
jaoT  ear  heard,  nor  heart  conceived !  But  God 
bath  revealed  them  to  us  by  his  Spirit ;  for  the 
Spiri);  searchetb  all  things,  yia  the  deep  things  of 
Ood.**  And  the  earnest  is  in  our  hearts,  the 
foretastes  of  glory  are  the  first-fruits  of  the  Spirit; 
p^ce,  love,  joy,  life,  light,  rest,  and  consolations, 
l^e  blessings  of  ^n  eternal  date ;  all  these  will  go 
in  the  soul  to  glory,  these  we  shall  carry  with  ub 
through  the  dark  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death, 
Itnd  never  lose  them  nor  be  without  them  worM 
.without  end.  Betsy  do  come  to  see  me,  you 
Jcpow  not  how  much  I  long  for  you.  I  suppose 
your  sister  must  stay  at  home,  as  both  cannot  be 
apared.     My  love  to  your  father. 

Ever  your's,  Dear  Souls, 

W.H.  S.S. 


•»t  vtfBfii  '  jhiBi 

iiMl-tf  .ijvj     LETl'ER  XXVJ-     ..,.,  !,.j„n 

oi  ^aw  m»i         to  the  same,  i    .   .^-jn-^liflnoo 
01  niflv  Hi  -I  ■  ■  -'^    '..  M)')  -j(lj 

J,,  ^,.  YpuR's  Dear  Betty  is  just  coine  to  haojo^ 
.  9^am  glad  to  hear  you  are  better,  and  aocoiii'^ 
gjfjfabilj'  situated.  Your  father  has  been  with^  u,^ 
g^ijgr  since  ne  returned,  be  is  pretty  well,  and 
fjl^is/pf  going  to  B.  to'inorrow.  The  best  things 
remain  just  as  they  were,  without  any  alteratiog 
pr,  diminution.  Our  sole  and  only  landlord  ,ii 
bejr  of  all  ibiugs,  aud  all  are  ours  in  him,  dealt 
out  in  weight  and  measure  as  need  requires,  and 
as, the  Spirit, moves  and  exercises  faith  to  plead, 
to  crave,  and  to  receive  ihem.  God  is  the  .bf^flk 
of^aith,  and  all  bis  promises  bank^ooles,,  (be 
^rijt.ew»Mas.i^  ip^carry  them  |jf>  (qr  &e,S^Ffn^ 
^d.ftLitJig^ta  ca?b  for  them  w^o.it  ^^.f^j^i^^ 
,y^tfjt  faith  bas  a  ifctter  provisifli^  fpr,,  thae  ^^ 
i^d.tfi^.  just  must  live-by  faith  op  tl^^t;  a,nfjl,,flg^(^ 
f^e^taip  it  is  that  faitb  is  a  most  dilige{)^  bot^pt^ifj^ 
ljij)^4l  band,,  to  the  spiritiiaUy  poor  aoid  n^|| 
J9r,al).  that  she  can  gather,  reap,  lay^hpjdiof,^,!^ 
get  by  begging,  she  gives  .it  all  to  the  sou};,  t^o^ 
m^y  sweet  scraps,  crumbs,  fragments  and  dr^j^ 
(JAes  sb^  bring  io.  She  is  a  bold  beggar,  ^p4  ;^1f 
e}(^i^eii^  pleader,  and.  what  she.  g^  she, will  ^f 
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easily  give  up,  being  good  at  hold  fast.  Many 
battles  does  she  fight  with  satan,  and  many  re- 
newed acts  of  her  affiance  in  God,  even  when 
we  have  doubted  of  victory,  and  cast  away  our 
confidence,  and  foolishly  sunk  and  given  way  in 
the  field  of  action,  concluding  it  was  in  vain  to 
struggle  any  longer.  But  faith  lifts  up  her  head 
again  atid  again,  renews  the  attack,  and  keeps 
the  field ;  she  will  have  the  last  word  in  the  argui 
niient^  and  give  th6  last  blow  in  the  field,  and 
ififry  off  both  the  standard  and  the  victory,  and 
no  wonder,  for  faith  is  born  of  God,  and,  **  What- 
i(6ever  is  born  of  God  overconieth  the  wdrtd.* 
t>h !  how  high  the  extraction,  born  of  God  ?  and 
Ii6w  strons;  the  alliance !  Faith  makes  ChrUt^ 
strength  perfect  in  our  weakness ;  "  Trust  In  the 
Ldfd  f6r  ever,  for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  eveir^ 
iki*iti^ strength.*'  ..  /  ^i 

^*^0 'what  a  warrior  is  faitli,  the  word  t)f  God  ii 
iter  Bword;  the  finished  salvation  of  Christ  hci^ 
bf-^^stplate,  and  God  her  shield;  the  thnyh^  6f 
grace  i^  her  armoury,  the  promises  her  ettCbu- 
ii%ements,  and  the  blood  of  Christ '  her  fountkiti; 
iU^'  which  she  washes  the  garments  of  all  her 
^Idi^fs'who  are  engaged  in  the  fight  of  faith, 
And'lay  bold  on  eternal  life.  In  this  grace  lays 
obr' claim  to  the  heavenly  treastire^  "  God  hath 
chosen  the  poor  of  this  world  rich  in  fuitb,'  and 
heirs  of  the  kingdom  promised  to  all  them  that 
obey  him,**    As  faith  operates  we  must  move^ 


evefy  act  of  faith  is  one  step  towards  (he  Tnhgt 
ddm;  "We  walk  by  faith,  and  not  by  sight." 
The  last  step  tliat  she  will  take  in  m,  is  to  resign 
her  seat,  the  soul,  to  her  own  author  awd  finisher^ 
"  TlfC  end  of  faith  is  the  salvation  of  the  soul." 
Providence  Chapel  is  very  full,  Monkwell  is  shiit 
up  to  be  repaired,  but  we  have  had  good  times  6f 
late.  We  all  wish  to  see  thee.  Naomi  j»ina'Wtf 
in  love.  '"    '" 

W.H.  S.8.-" 

,^,_^.  ____^ .-  ■■■!'  iiil  ,(ioi) 

'"  .  LETTER  XXVIL  .  .>om 

,  ,  ,,  ,  1       1     ...,  i  ',,,.jiIJfl3 

TO  THfi  SAME.  ,  I      A. 

Glad  was  I  my  dear  child  to  faeitf  t^dt^ffW* 
waU  better^  and  that  I  bad  a  ground  ^filitMl^ 
seaingtbec  once  more  in  theflftsh.  '  ^e^tt^CnJliM' 
and  his  hands  make  whole^  he>  brings  dStt^^Md^ 
l^tbi  up  J  he  discovers  deep  ihmgs  btrf  'W* 
darkness^  and  bringetb  out  to  light  the  «halM#  df* 
death.;  he  displays  bis  wonder*  of  hSt'e  Stt'ttet 
dtipths  of  human  misery,  and  puts  forth  hltr'tk^tff" 
in  huBiao  weakness,  and  causes  all  hiEi  g«6^^^'^#' 
paas  before  us,  that  we  may  discern  the  teft^i^'' 
of  his  providence,  observe  the  w6rk  of  bis  hindt,^' 
and  learn  to  follow  him  in  his  w^s.'  By  (beitf 
meaAs  be  cftptivatea  our  thoughts,  calls  fbr^  cj<^'' 


attention  after  him,  and  engrosses  our  affections 
to  himselfy  while  every  religious  awe  at  his  judg« 
fneotSy  and  every  mental  respect  paid  to  the  ope- 
rations of  his  hands,  have  a  devotion  and  a 
tincture  of  divinity  in  th^m :  *'  He  that  will  bb** 
serve  these  things,  shall  understand  the  loving 
kjpdness  of  the  Lord  :**  and  '*  When  thy  judg-^ 
qients  are  abroad  in  the  earth,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  world    will    learn    righteousness,''    IsaL 

My  dear  child  nOw  sees  what  is  meant  by  elec- 
tion, for  she  sees  not  all  flesh  in  her  present  stat6, 
and  must  acknowledge  that  Ood  hath  mercy  on 
whom  he  will  have  mercy,  as  she  had  done  no 
more  than  myself  to  nfierit  it  But  let  tne  once 
motion  thee  to  beware  of  the  traps  and  snares  of 
this  delusive  world  ;  the  heart  will  slid^  from  the 
sibtkar's  friend  with  a  deal  of  ease,  and  in  an  ioiper- 
oeptible  manner,  but  all  the  way  baci  isagalnM  bdtftr 
wfnd.  and  tide ;  one  bask  in  momentary  pleasure 
ii;  succeeded  with  a  month  of  woa  Every  affiles- 
tipn  that  wanders  or  is  alienated  ft*om  him,  incurb 
Bis  high  resentment,  and  provokes  the  Lord  tof 
yifdonsy^  which  he  iis  sure  to  requite  by  leaving 
lis  to  burn  in  suspicion  while  others  are  indulged 
ib  our  sight ;  we  must  most  assuredly  give  place  to 
oue  much  weaker  than  ourselves,  and  with  ^hame 
take  the  lowest  room;  this  is  the  most  pdinfuV 
sensation  that  ever  impressed  the  human  mind,  it 
Itads  to  desperation  and  almost  to  madness.  The 
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Lord  is  jealous  of  the  heart  and  affections  of  his 
peoplCi  and  will  not  suffer  a  rival  ii)  kis  praii^ 
nor  in  their  love. 

I  ouce  knew  a  young  woman  upon  whom  UM. 
good  work  was  newly  begun,  she  b^an  to  loope. 
her  bonds  and  to  get  comfort,  meekoe^  apd. 
contrition^  the  Saviour  had  just  began  to^paj  bp 
saving  visits  to  her,  and  a  sweet  simplicity  took 
place.     At  this  time  a  young  man  well  setded  m, 
business^  and  much  above  her,  saw  her  humiUlf: 
attention,  and  diligence,  and  was  smitten,  and  ni3» 
lowed  her,  and  offered  himself  to  her;  this  was  Moa 
accepted,  and  during  the  courtship  her  comfortl 
seem  to  increase.     After  some  months  past  sbd 
was  married,  and  as  she  thought  more  happy  than 
ever,  and  her  match  she  thought  was  a  blessing 
from  God;  but  after,  like  Samson  she  went  out 
and  shook  herself,  but  wist  not  that  the  Lord  was 
departed  from  her ;  he  gave  her  her  heart's  desire^ 
but  sent  leanness  into  her  soul.    She  is  now  near 
her  time  with  the  fourth  child,  but  has  never  lift 
up  her  head  with  heavenly  joy  since;  the  first 
match  was  interrupted,  and  has  never  come  oo 
since.     They  increase  in  riches^  but  she  is  racked 
with  these  suspicions,  that  God  has  put  her  off 
with  a  portion  in  this  life.     I  shall  watch  over 
thee  lyith  godly  jealousy,  and  hope  we  shall  have 
joy  of  thee. 

When  the  Lord  condescends  to  visit  us,  and 
makes  himself  known  to  us,  and  when  he  indulges 
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UH  with  nearness,  freedom,  and  familiarity  with 
him»  then  is  the  time  to  obtain  promises,  to  nriakfe 
pur  calling  and  our  election  sure,  to  dive  into  his 
jaoind  and  will,  to  watch  bis  hand  and  handy-works, 
to  compare  spiritual  things  with  spiritual,  to  gefc 
every  fear  removed,  every  scruple  cleared,  cverjr 
4oubt  dissolved,  and  every  thing  in  the  court  of 
conscience  amicably  settled ;  but  if  these  things 
be  slighted  and  neglected  at  such  a  time  as  thi^ 
which  is  the  time  of  our  espousals,  it  is  ten  to 
dm  but  our  life  hangs  in  doubt  tbrdughout  tiak 
greater  part  of  our  pilgrimage.  Be  much  in 
private,  much  in  prayer,  reading,  and  thinking;,' 
and  may  the  Lord  Jesus  meet  thee  in  alt  these.' 
My  love  to  Ann, 

Ever  thine  in  faith  and  afibctkm, 

^  w. H.  S.S. 


LETTER  XXVIIL 


TO  THE  SAME. 


•fo  the  Elect  Lady,  whom  I  love  in  the  truth,  and  for  th« 
'    trttth*s  sake,  that  b  with  as,  and  shall  be  in  us  for  ever. 

An'd  now  I  beseech  thee,  Lady,  not  as 
&ough  I  wrote  a  new  cooimandoient  unto  thee, 
i^t  that  which  we  had  from  the  beginning,  that 
we  should  love  one  another,  for  love  is  the  fill* 
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filling  of  the  law,  be  that  lovetb  aaother  fulfiUetJt^, 
the  law.  *^  God  is  love/*  this  is  bi&  yature  fifi^i 
essence,  essential  divinity  is  love ;  and  where  the) 
love  of  God  is  shed  abroad  in  the  bei^rt,  that  iS;^, 
divine  seed.  His  seed  abidetbinQucb,  aQc).)^^! 
divine  seed  is  charity^  and  charity  snfieretb  lof^ 
and  is  kind,  charity  hopetb  all  things,  befieveth  mI\ 
things,  endureth  all  things;  charity  tbi^ketb  *Dj(>j 
evil,  is  not  puffed  up,  bebaveth  ,noit  il^Cllf  i)%ri 
seemly,  is  not  easily  provoked,  and  ^^joifr^jjni 
the  ti;uth,  l  Cor.  xiii.  Love  is  the  hffpA  T^f;  J^ 
everlasting  covenant,  which  keeps  the  .«v/^la;^io|Q[ 
Father  and  his  children,  the  King  of  kiogs  jwdi 
bis  subjects,  the  heavenly  bridegroom  hfid  hi^ 
bride  together ;  and  he  that  loveth  bim,thai(  b^gfM(n 
Ipvetli  him  that  is  begotten  of  him,  1^  Jot^o.v.  lis 
^^He  that  loveth  his  brother  abideth  in  the^light;^/ 
and  there  is  none  occasion  of  stumbling  in  bii^^. 
1  John  ii.  10.  Love  emboldens  us  at  the  thnqnC: 
of  grace ;  love  enlarges  the  heart,  ^nd  makes  the 
face  to  shine;  love  softens  a  hard  heart,  and  melts 
a  stubborn  mind;  love  casts  out  fear  and  tor- 
ment, and  makes  our  spiritual  birth  clear,  for, 
*^  He  that  loveth  is  born  of  God,  and  knoweth 
God." 

Precious,  precious,  precious  is  the  Son  of  God 
to  me,  the  faithful,  the  stedfast,  the  unchangeable, 
tender,  sympathetic,  and  nevcr*failing  lover  of 
Qur  souls;  the  light  of  our  eyes,  the  strength  of 
our  heart,  the  shield  of  our  help,  the  guide  of 
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oar  life,  the  length  of  our  days,  the  end  of  our 
fftith,  and  the  salvation  of  all  our  souls.  Oh! 
Betty,  who  is  like  uiito  us  !  And  as  the  Lord  livelli^ 
vre  are  the  people,  fi  e  are  the  fools,  the  enthusiasts, 
fanatics,  the  ADtinouiians  of  the  day,  but  God  is 
Hith  us.  "  Ye  shall  be  hated  of  all  men  for  my 
name's  sake;"  and  *^  Blessed  are  ye  when  men 
cast  you  out,  and  separate  you  from  their  com* 
pany,  and  speak  all  manner  of  evil  against  you 
falseily  for  my  name's  sake.  Rejoice,  anfd  be  ex* 
<!6eding  glad ;  for  great  is  your  reward  in  heaven; 
for  ao  persecuted  they  the  prophets  that  were 
before  you.^  "  If  ye  were  of  the  world, 'the 
World  would  love  its  own;  but  because  ye  are 
D6t  of  the  world,  but  I  have  chosen  yoq^  6^of 
the  world,  therefore  the  world  hateth  yoii,*  Joha 
xr.  19.  No  company  like  that  of  Father^  'Sdn, 
and  Holy  Ghost;  no  guardians  like  the  angeb  of 
Odd,  who  are  all  minisijtering  angels,  sen!  forth  to 
idfnister  to  them  that  are  the  heirs  of  salvation^} 
no  earthly  company  like  that  of  our  own  tbooghta; 
brought  into  captivity  to  the  obedience  of 
Christ:  *'  In  the  multitude  of  my  tbougbftf 
Within  me,  thy  comforts  delight  my  soul,**  saith 
the  Psalmist. 

-Meditation  is  conversing  with  the  heavenly 
Brrdegroom,  and  giving  up  our  conversation  <o 
the  upper  world ;  it  is  getting  out  of  self,  and 
above  the  natural  clement  of  men ;  it  is  the 
ascension  of  the  soul  to  God,  and  'i3  attended 
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with  divine  realities ;  it  is  soariog  albft  ita  bpeil 
vision,  while  the  illuniinated  understandirig  dis-^ 
cdvers  things  invisible  to  mortal  sight.  Heavenly* 
mindedness  is  life  and  jp&ace ;  *^  They  shall  knount 
tip  M  Ap6n  eagtes  wiAgs,  and  Me  the  king  ib  his 
beauty,  and  the  land  which  ii9  very  far  off/  In 
thesie  pleading  flight^  the  vailof  ignoiratKce  eH  tiM 
miods  bpens;  while  tfa^  Sjiirit  leads  us  from  vieW 
ttt  vie#;  from  gliihpste  to  gliodpsei  and  from  oocj 
discoveiry  to  abdther,  and  ftiM  glory  to  gh>Fy, 
And  here  the  inhabitants  df  th«  world  look  ait 
$itaall  as  ^rasshbppers,  the  earth  a^  the  dro|l  d^  M 
bucket^  or  as  the  small  dust  of  a  balan^eie,  for  says 
the  soul,  Where  have  I  been,  and  what  havie  I 
been  about  all  my  days,  pursuing  vanity,  ttnd  de^ 
t^riviag  triy  soul  of  good;  All  these,  ^tty,  arri 
love, tokens,  love  visits,  ieartiestij  pledge^  fore- 
tastes^ first-fruits,  and  all  to  assutie  us  thafclthe 
inbeHtance,  the  harvest,  the  ^017  that  shall  bf 
revealed  is  eternally  oiirs.  Keep  thy  facfe  Ziomr 
ward,  my  dearly  beloved,  read,  learn,  mark,  mfi 
inwardly  digest,  and  thou  wilt  grow  more-  in  edlB 
ibonth  than  all  they  at  B.  have  done  all  their  day^it 
Ann  is  well,  but  wishes  much  t6  know  ho\ir  yoq 
do,  and  how  her  father  is.  Kind  love  to  Ll  .1 
sent  a  few  lines  some  time  ago,  hope  you  receive^ 
them,  they  were  badly  written,  so  I  got  a  fi-iend  ii 
die  house  to  copy  them,  which  I  suppose  sur^ 
prized  you.     God  bless  thee, 

Ever  thine, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


iSrW 
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LETTER  XXIX. 


TO  MRS.  B. 


Uj  Dear  and  Honoured  Mother  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

I  WISH  above  all  things  that  thou  mayest 
prosper  and  be  in  health.  I  have  of  late  been 
f  tercised  with  legal  bondage^  with  the  blasphemous 
suggestions  and  foul  embraces  of  the  devil  hioi* 
^Ify  with  sad  heart-risings  and  rebellions  against 
God,  and  with  envying  the  wicked ;  I  have  been 
grieved  with  them  that  are  at  ease,  and  blessing 
the  carnally  secure,  calling  the  proud  happy,  aik( 
those. in  a  false  peace  the  blessed  of  the  Lord^  and 
and  this  I  call  turning  things  upside  down. 

The  bible  has  sometimes  been  a  sealed  book ; 
a  famine  among  the  texts,  much  prayer  and  little 
profit,  the  Lord  at  a  distance,  the  door  of  mercy 
iialf  open  and  half  shut^  the  heart  hard  and  soul 
dtod;  much  to  do,  but  no  heart  to  labour.  I 
have  been  put  to  it  to  pick  out  sbmething,  that  I 
injlght  cavil  at  God ;  but  poorly  in  body  and  Ian- 
l^uishing  in  soul,  wantmg  somebody  to  pity  me, 
and  sick  of  pitying  myself,  I  wanted  the  breasts 
of  consolation,  but  had  nothing  but  a  hard  crust; 
I  wanted  a  leading  string,  but  he  left  me  to 
stumble  upon  the  dark  mountains.      I  wanted 
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kisses,  but  there  came  stripes;  I  sought  him;  trat 
I  found  hitn  not;  I  called  him,  but  be  gaveide 
no  answer ;  I  quarrelled  at  biuQ,  and  be  made  me 
tremble  at  it;  I  opened  my  mouth  against  bim, 
and  he  threw  my  reproach  into  my  own  Con-p 
science;  I  wished  to  move  bim^  but  be  sat  undia- 
turbed.  I  sought  occasion^  against  bim,  I  set  cop 
t€xt  to  contradict  another,  and  his  bard  dealings'to 
contradict  all  his  promises;  I  buried  all  Ins 
former  mercies  in  oblivion,  and  magnified  nH  Wis 
chastisements  to  mountains;  I  cavilled  befcaiise^I 

1        r 

bad  not  more  faith,  and  at  the  same  time  fahibly 
denied  the  faith  that  I  had ;  I  prayed  for  pt* 
(ience;and  yet  kept  murmuring,  for  submission  in 
the  very  act  of  rebellion.  I  begged  for  purity 
and  holiness  with  nothing  but  lust  in  my  bead, 
and'  the  works  of  the  devil  in  my  heart,  "  The 
lav^  worketh  wrath ;"  and  the  devil  by  the  appli* 
cation  of  that  holy  law,  works  in  us  all  n^anner 
of  concupiscence,  for  without  the  law  sin  is 
dead,  but  at  the  approach  of  the  law  sin  revives; 
God's  law  is  God's  severest  rod. 

Yesterday,  shutting  myself  up  the  whole  day 
in  the  chapel  to  have  it  out,  fearing  to  be  dis* 
uirbed,  for  the  devil  and  I  was  hard  at  it  by  the 
ears,  and  by  the  hair  of  the  head,  and  fought  io 
the  walk  way,  up  and  donn,  till  about  the  eleventh 
hour,  then  the  fever  left  mr,  and  satan  skulked 
off  li'ke  a  dog  that  had  burnt  his  tail,  and  is  tiow 
gone  to  plague  some  other  poor  Soul.    "  At  Iris 
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v4epartaFe  I  felt  the  anointinf^  and  a  small  ray 
^(XQ^his  blessed  tace,  just  enough  to  inform  me 
<3that  he  was  alive,  and  that  I  had  a  place  still  in 
^9!  hearty  hut  not  to  shew  himself  well  pleased ; 
.  Aproe  little  resentment  appeared  on  his  face,  and 
,/KKnetbing  of  the  same  in  his  carriage,  but  the 
r,)^la  was  much  prized,  and  much  needed.  I  fell 
oflown  a^od  blessed  him  for  the  fiery  trial,  and 
ej^^afhed  myself  for  the  want  of  submissioD,  and 
^ffttf^f  fiome  few  hours  went  into  the  puipit»  ai^d 
It^dv^Mo^  a  pretty  oily  story  from  the  ninth 
yli^hapter.of  Zechariah,  and  the  ninth  verse,  '^  Rf- 
.jcfic^i  shout,  for  thy  King  cometh  unto  thee,"  j^c. 
nMy  love  to  my  true  yoke-fellow.  Moth?r, 
rrj^dicu, 

^?»j; ...  Thy  dutiful  Son, 

3ti !     aujl  affectionate  Friend  in  Jesus  Christ, 

-il(]q!:  '  W.  H.  $•  $• 

•  » 
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LETTER  XXX. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


fiP^  Mother, 

\^ir  '  Grace  and  peace  be  multiplied  through 

i  Jttiis  Christ  our  Lord  and  Saviour.     I  really 

wish  above  all  things  that  thou  mayest  prosper 

^4ind«be  in  health,  as  I  hope  by  this  time  that  thy 
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«Q«l pr»0p»retbH  I  imp  tbui  nPQrwng  Ji^f^  «amb; 

l)pt« {  liu|ie  by  Ji,h\^  tdqie  tJI;i&t  m^tt4^s  a^e.  pigod^f  ^ 
^r)4  tl;;  h^^M:;  a  l^tU^,  nipr/^  fU^if    I  Jlt^iy^^pf  l«t4'' 

ebupA^t  yerfi^.  tb^  ^rstj  'VC(>nfiic)ef:  tb»r,fipQi«)|||i 
f^9^  ihigh  priest,  Qjf,  piir  profes^iao,'",  Qw  b^  i 
pcjtfst  oAi  ooly:bore  our  sin«^  and  jd^c.imeI: aUH^i» 
loeot.jfor  a9»  oc-fippeaiMsd  thi»' wrath  of  Q(Qd  iniwiti) 
bebaUJj.iiod  twk.  hi^  blood,  nji^.  price  4tf  (Minij«yit* 
demptio0»  lAto  hen^en.  with  bioa^  buf;^.^  MM  I 
Uyi^tb  to  i]wke ioterc^9ioq  for  ^&,  IhiL  . 

A  hjigh  priest;  was  to  bear  our  pamCi  on  Jhjt 
boart.;  be  was  likewi^  to  bear  our  judgtneqt; 
and  thirdly,  he  was  to  bear  the  iniquity  of  one 
holy  things^  Read  Exodus  the  twenty-eighth  chap*  <. 
ten     God.  ba^  pijit  us  into  the  be^rtof  Christ's  * 
l.o^r.Oi  bo  h(iS  chosen  us  in  him  and  made  us  bis<' 
charge,  and  be  has  loved  us  better  than  bis  own;t 
life ;    ^'  Greater  love   hath   no  man   than  tbia*'*. 
He  has  borne  our  judgmenti  the  curse  of  the  law^ 
and  the  wrath  of  God   for  us,  and  appears  in 
this  bis  sacrifice  within  tlie  vail,  where  be  ever 
lives  to  make  intercession  for  us,  and  who  shall 
separate  us  from  bis  love  ?     And  now  he  bears 
the  iniquities  of  our  holy  things,  even  we  oar- 
selves  .are  by  the  Spirit  of  God  offered  vp  as 
liviiig  sacriGces  upon  Christ,  our  altar  iand  prtesi; 
^^  That  tbe  offi^ring  up  of  the  Gentiles  might  te 
accepted,  being  sanctified  by  tbe  Holy  Gbosi^^  * 
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JioQi.  IV.  16 ;  aad  it  is  in  God's  belQved  SOP  tbiM 
we  fM:«  made  accepted^  apd  it  is  the  ^Itar  an4 
priest  that  sanctifies  the  gift;  we  are  God 6  giUt 
to  Cbrj|3t,  and  hp  is  made  sanctific(LtioD  tQ  us. 
Jh  bim  we  are  wi^,  just,  redeemedi  washed,  ao4 
iqade  boly^  and  i^r^  coipplete  in  bim ;  ^'  Cl<wn 
^very  wbit^^.^ays  Cbris(;  and  tt^re  is  oo  sp<H  in 
V$,  fpr  in  him  we  ^re  without  fault  boforq  tbn 
thr-one.  Stick  fast  here  my  dear  piotber,  and  l^t 
the  devil  move  i]6,  or  alter  tl)is  performaace  of 
cjivine  wisdom  and  goodness,  if  be  can. 

Apd  observe  further,  that  there  is  notbipg 
comes  from  God  to  us,  but  through  thQ  mediator 
who  has  made  peace,  and  through  our  high  priea| 
who  has  made  the  atonement  by  bis  ^acrific^^} 
and  be  having  endured  the  curse,  and  appeased 
tbe  wrath  of  God,  we  are  secured  firom  botb^ 
by  the  covenant,  the  oath  of  God,  and  the  bloo4 
of  Christ,  so  that  even  vindictive  justice  itso^ 
promises  to  forgive  us,  and  cleanse  us  froin  all 
uorighteousness;  so  safe  and  secure  are  we  in 
tbe  heart  and  bands  of  the  dearly  beloved  and 
ever  blessed  Son  of  God.  And  now  mind  what 
I  say,  our  high  priest  is  to  bear  the  iniquity  of 
our  holy  things,  that  is,  sin  cleaves  to  us,  and 
to  all  our  services;  when  we  would  do  good, 
evil  is  always  present  with  us.  Deadness,  unbe^ 
lief,  rebellion,  self-seeking,  hypocrisy,  enmity, 
doubts,  misgivings  of  heart,  half-heartedness, 
backwardness,  but  nothing  of  all  this  shall  ever 
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whose  name  and  for  whose  sake  we  praj  God  to 
hear  us. 

All  sin  is  sa tan's  spawn,  and  it  shall  never 
ascend  above  the  stars ;  satan  is  the  prince  qf 
the  power  of  the  air,  and  above  his  realm  his 
works  shall  never  arise,  because  our  priest  and 
his  offering  are  in  the  holy  place.     Christ  upon 
his  golden  altar  offers  the  incense  of  his  sweet 
savour,  sacrifice,  and  much  grace,  which   per- 
fumes the  prayers  of  all  saints;  hence  itjs,  that 
all  our  services  are  accepted:    **Thciir  biii^i- 
offerings' and  their  isiacJrifices,*  says  God,  **  shall 
1)6  accepted  upon  hiine  altar;  and  X  will  male 
•tfi6m  joyful  in  my  house  of  prayer,^  Isai.  Ivt,  7. 
'"ThefefoTer  we  should  always  pray  and  not  fainlt, 
hbWever  dead,  or  else  we  uridefrvalue  thift*  greit 
felrfi 'prfest  of  our  profession.     I  have  Oft  pW- 
-^fled  when  my  heart  has  been  stiffened  by^^be 
'devil  and*  uttbfellef;  and  it  is  this  way  and 'fib 
otlier;  '^Whatever  you  ask  of  the  Father,  ask 'in 
my  hime;  and  I  will  do  it,"  says  Christ;  hb  So 
'Xtttk\d[^,  alters,  perfbmes,  and  presents  our  podr 
^Ifrf^erfect  performances,  that  we  should  not  kiioiv' 
'them  again,  as  they  cry,  Lord,  when  saw  we  th^ 
an'  hungry,  thirsty,  naked  ?  &c.  they  were  asto- 
nished at  their  own  works  when  he  brought  theffa 
ftrrth  before  thiem.     Open  your  mind  freely  fo 
yoiir  ybke-ffellow,  the  devil  often  pushes  off  whMi 
hfe-  IS  discovered.     Tender  my  love  to  John  art! 
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'Marj;  slmll  send  them  a  kite  when  I  can 
winglsand  tail  pat  on. 

God  bless  thee, 

W.H. 

get  the 
S.S. 

•    ■■  .  ■ 

1 

' ' '  ' '  * . 

■    i      -      • 

LEITER  XXXI. 

•                   «s                          ... 

TO  THE  SAME. 

• 
•               • 

My  Dear  Mot|i«r» 

■"•■*■■- 

!  [^      G&AO£  aod  peace  be  with  thee  through  Q^r 

^Lprd  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord*     I  was  sorry. to 

hear  that  thou  art  so  poorly,  and  of  my  popr 

..ypk^-f^ll^w's  aocideot;  but  we  are  chosen  in  t^ 

^«  laroace  of  afl9iction.    The  fiery  trial  always  turps 

upi  aod  discovers  the  evils  of  our  inbred  cortup- 

jfpns^  these  heave,  boil,  and  blubber  up,  and  we 

w|pe  what  polluted,  vile,  and  filthy  worms  we  are; 

rlhrn  is  the  dross  and  tin  that  swims  upon  the  top, 

^.when  satan*s  suggestions  and  leg^l  bondage  dis* 

caver  them,  and  God  withdraws  that  we  way 

•know  what  is  in  our  hearts.     But  bless  his  holy 

vname,  as  .soon  as  he  returns  again,  all  this  scum 

is  purged  off,  and  we  appear  as  white  as  snow,  in 

Salmon.     But  we  soon,  by  one  means  or  otber^ 

contract  the  same  load  of  filth  again,  for  as  the 

sea  casteth  up  its  waters,  so  doth  the  heart  its 

fsnmity  and  rebellion,  and  then  comes  on  the  fur* 
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Rfice  agftip,  ^p»u^  we  ari^  neyei  efec^la% 
purged  from  the  inbeing  qf  s|p,  ^u(  from  our 
evil  frames ;  in  the  fire  call  upon  me,  saith  the 
Li^rc}^  cipd  when  I  deliver  thee  thou  shalt  glorify 
me.  Thus  the  furnace  puts  a  cry  and  energy 
in  our  prayers,  and  God's  goodness  in  delivering 
fills  the  heart  with  joy  and  the  mouth  with  praise; 
and  they  that  h^v^  npne  of  this  where  are  they  ? 
Why,  they  are  settled  upon  their  lees,  they  are 
not  emptied  from  vessel  to  ve^el,  their  scent  is 
not  changed,  their  scent  is  in  them;  and  what 
follows?  Why,  "  I  will  search  Jerusalem  as 
with  candles,  and  I  will  punish  the  men  that  are 
settled  on  their  lees,"  Zeph.  i.  12;  these  have  no 
changes,  and  tlierefore  they  fear  not  God.  The 
rod  of  God  is  not  upon  them,  and  he  that  spares 
the  rod  hates  the  son;  then  bless  God  for  th^ 
fgrnace,  bless  God  for  afflictions,  bless  God  for 
the  rod,  for  by  tliese  things  men  live,  and  in  all 
these  things  is  the  life  of  our  spirits,  so  will  God 
revive  us  and  cause  us  to  live.  Mother,  be  of 
good  cheer,  no  rod  no  sonship,  no  furnnce  no 
faith,  no  cross  no  crown.  **  Our  light  4D3ictioD$ 
which  are  but  for  a  moment,  work  out  for  us  aQ 
l9tepnal  weight  of  glory.''  **  If  we  suffer  wil^ 
him,  we  shall  reign  with  him."  Farewell,  mercy 
and  peace  be  with  thee.     So  prays, 

Thy  Son  and  Servant, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER  XXXII. 


TO  MR.  W.  B, 


My  Dearly  Beloved  Frieiid  and  Brother  ill  the  Lord  Jesitt, 

I  WAS  exceeding  sorry  to  see  m7J;>ooroId 
eompaniohs  in  tribulation^  both  afflicted  toge- 
ther;  but  it  is  through  much  tribulation  that  we 
must  enter  the  kingdom,  and  they  that  escape  this 
path  will  never  get  there :  ^'  If  we  sufier  with 
him,  we  shall  reign  with  him/*  "  He  brought 
me  into  the  banquetting  hous6,  and  his  banaer 
over  me  was  love,''  says  the  spouse,  Cant  ii.  4^ 
Evelry  time  we  are  entertained,  fed,  or  bahquet- 
,  ted,  the  banner  is  over  lis^  to  let  lis  kndw  that 
vrars  are  to  succeed.  John  eats  the  little  book^ 
and  it  Js  sweet  as  libney,  as  all  the  promisee  are 
wheii  the  comforter  applies  them,  but  afterwards, 
says  he,  my  belly  was  bitter;  legal  bonda^ge^ 
sfevish  fear,  fiithcrly  anger,  and  violeiit  tempta- 
tions often  follow,  which  things  are  nauseous  to 
the  soul,  as  bitters  are  to  the  stoih^th. 

Bui  all  the  Saviour's  garments  smell  of  myrrfc 
attd  aloes,  the  former  a  delightful  smell,  the  lit- 
ter a  bitter  tiiste,  and  with  myrrii  and  aloes  \y^ 
his  body  embalmed  for  the  tomb;  aW  which  is 
to  teach  us,  tijat  this  delicious  Lamb,  <Jor  pass- 
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over,  must  be  eaten  #ith  bitter  herbs.    WbMf  9^' 
sweet  and  joyful  as  his  sweet  face  and  bltiisseif^ 
presence?    And  what  so  bittnr  as  the  loss  irf^' 
these?    ''The  heart  knoweth   its'  own  bitle(A' 
ness;  and  a  stranger  intermeddleth  dgt  wil^  tM^ 
joy,"  Prov.  xiv.  10.       "  In  the  day  oHv^espieHlji^ 
be  joyful,**  for  in  this  day  the  sun  shines;  **  but 
in  fte-  day  of  adversity  considen**  for  the  sun  is 
in  an  eclipse :  '^  Why  hidest  thou  thy  face  from 
me?**    And  mustit  be«o*?  Is-all  to  be  bitter- 
sweets?     Hush^    do  not  murmur,    bitters  are 
wholesome  thoUgluiot  pleaaanl,  fob tfady  strengthen 
the  stomach,  and  promote  appetite;  they  that 
have  no  bitter  herbs,  bitter  waters,  nor   bitter 
cups,'  have  no  real  hunger  or  thirst  after  righte* 
ousness,  nor  after  the  bread  of  life,  nor  after  the 
living  God ;  they  are  full,  and  woe  to  tfaem^ttkt 
are  full,  for  they  shall  hunger ;  and  w6i&  t<(  t1i& 
that  laugh,  for  they  shall  weep.     But,  Blessed  are 
they  that  weep,  for  they  shall  laugh,  and  blessed 
are  they  that  mourn,  for  they  shall  be  comfortcia: 
and  nothing  do  they  mourn  sifter  so  muciii "as^ 
after  the  love  and  presence  bf  Christ :  Hence 
is  plain,  no  bitters  no  appetite,  and  no  api^eti' 
no  banquet ;  ''  He  fiUeth  the  hungry  with  good 
things,  and  sends  the  rich  empty  away.**     *^'       * 
I  long  much  to  know  how  you  are  in  heiaU^^do 
get  — —  to  drop  me  a  line ;  and  I  long  mucifa  &> 
see  you,  the  Lord  send  you  once  more  thy  way.^ 
Give  iny  love  and  duty  to  Mother,'  I  intetail  wilt^ 
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ing  ta  her  this  week  if  the  Lord  permit.  I  long ) 
aljso  to  know  how  the  house  goes  on.  I  have 
iMid  a  little  furnace-work  lately,  but  the  Loixi.i 
my  .God  is  still  with  his  poor  despised  servant^ r 
and  those. ^who  heat  the  furnace  are  scorchedn 
themselves.    God  bless  thee  and  keep  thee,     r  >^ 

So  prays, 

W.H.  S*S. 

u  >n  LETTER  XXXIJJ...  ..  ^.iii.^.r 

TO  THE  SAME.  "   ^     "* 

Monday  Morning,  SrfClbdt: 

"•■"■■  ;       -  ;-    t.^ua 

Ty^>f«9^,  to  Pame,  4cc.  W.  H.  S.  S.  sendeth  gra^tiiifr   ..^, 
.wising  gmptp^  mercy,  and  peace,  through  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 


'>''i?    »-.. 


•    r  I  i  ' 


I  3^ESS  my  God  I  have  you  all  in  my 
heait^  making  mention  of  you,  and  request  for 

'  ■g%         •         '    '4'' 

you  in  every  prayer  of  mme,  that  you  may 
stand  fast  in  one  spirit,  and  strive  together  for 
the  faith  that  was  once  delivered  to  the  saints. 
.  The  JLord  doth  lay  that  branch  of  his  vineyarJ 
in  Sussex  much  on  my  mind,  and  I  know  that 
I  ?hall  travail  again  and  again  in  birth  for  them, 
ajid  you  will  see  the  effects  of  it  more  or  less^ 
and  that  soon.  My  soul  is  continually  flying 
aii4  hovering  about  the  Welsh  Ambassador,  the 


.-' 
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Titii^rdge,  t6#«t,'BMbdSf>  aAd  otIieirMbrk 
adjacent,  and  ftiudi  Ifbei-ty  ik)  I  fiod  M  at^^ 
id  t>rayei- ;   and  suiii  !  aib  that  /«r«eiit  pl'i^ 
#111  nevef  ttttuiia  V<>id.     My  Ood  h  isiic^ 
IsM^l,  abd  he  Va/r^  (liefeb  that  Idvd  hl||:  fysilT  ttfipf 
that  seek  hiiii  eaVly  shall  fitM  biokt     ^    '        ' 

Fhad  a  good  tupe  yesterday,  I  laboured  alltbe 
daj^  0h  this  l^xt ;  '^  I  returned,  and  saw  under  tbe 
sun,  that  the  race  is  not  to  tbe  swift,  nor  the  BatOfr 
*  to  the  strongs  aeither  jfeLbcead  to  ibe  wtse^  &r 
yet  riches  to  men  of  understanding,  nor  yet  fiinrar 
to  men  of  skill)  but  titee  kdd*  Aante  happeneth 
to  .them  all,"  Eccles  ix«  1 1 ;  and  we  bad  a  very 
fuU  house.      My  eldest  son  supped  with  me  last 
night)  he  is  occupying  business   in  deep  waters^ 
and  I  am  in  hopes  that  in  God's  own  time  the 
vessel  win  come  to  its  desired  haveiti.     You  ihwt 
be  industrious  now,  and  fetch  up  the  lost  time^ 
and  I  will  come  again  God  willing,  and  who 
knows  but  he  will  give  us  a  second  benefit     But 
before  that  time  my  heart  will  pay  a  thousand 
visits  to  B.  though  you  may  not  see  i^  yet  &d  if  f% 
the  spirit  of  God's  people  often  pass  eadh  6tbef 
upon  the  road,  in  visitmg  each  other;    there  IB 
auch   a  thing    as    being    absent   in    body  and 
present  in  spirit.      O  blessed  mystery,  bl&ssed 
union,  and  blessed  are  the  effects  of  il;  boUlMi 
up  io  the  bundle  of  life  with  the  Lor^  our  G<mI, 
Qiade  one  in ,  C^ijit,  and  one  among  oiiiTdel^ 
and  perfect  in  one  Qod,  Father,  Sof^'^awcf  iSpjStlc 


ei 

Tender  my  kiiyl  love  to  sister  B.  and  my  best 
wbhes  to  the  young  folks,  and  to  my  true  yoke« 
fellow  and  fellow-labourer  when  you  see  him. 
We  got  home  safe,  and  in  high  spirits,  and  not 
without  hopes  that  we  had  spread  the  savour  of 
Christ's  sweet  name  among  poor  sinners,  for  he 
condescends  to  make  it  manifest  by  the  instru- 
mentality of  such  despicable  servants.  And  now 
say  the  Lord  of  all  lords  keep,  guide,  and  pre- 
•erve  you  all  is,  and  I  hope  ever  will  be  the  hearty 
prayer  o^ 

Dear  Friends^ 
Your  willing  Servant  in  Christ  Jesus, 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON*  8-S. 


LETTER  XXXIV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

My  Dear  Brother  in  Chriit  Jesus,  Grace,  mercy, 
and  peace  be  with  thee,   through  our  own  Lord 
God    and    Saviour,  the  Son  of   the  Father  in 
truth  and  love. 

I  HAVE  heard  by  a  line  from  —  that  you 
have  hurt  your  leg,  which  I  am  sorry  for,  as  you 
are  getting  old,  which  if  it  become  a  running  sore 
will  not  be  easily  healed.  I  long  to  know  bow  the 
building  goes  oq«     I  long  likewise  to  know  bow 

r 


4ib'«drrf  to  btu  fi'^iat^^niA  tbttfl^kMiAe^ 
^MHding,  artd  b^nU  b^a  ifew  hobtiei' #ifi  kb^ 
•jfdu  'ttlPap  together/ -■  •  "  ^      '"    '      ■     «'  ^"'*"'' 
^"-'  Next  weekl  hope'to'finisb-iiiy^ool^  #Udh%di 
td{«n<  me  almdst  tbr6e''inoDd»,^^i^'«nld'^. 
^kV  Uesited  be  -ditP  Ldrd^  bat  owtr 'G'dd  id  'ti&W^ 
^aftti  illsir  be' b«s  >ir«ndeifiiHy  assisted ''tn^HB'^HiB 
Ittrd,  ^iffitiil^  'ftdd^mfrequetrted  piilb,'^ttfdHiH)6 
«i«M^t9ya^^andt^AiaketAifiA^iUid^bicfKt  68^ 
long  wished  to  do,  but  was  afraid  tb'^fctirt^  railK 
ing  my  judgmebir-v^tt'Dot  ripe  enougb,  or  that  my 
unflbrsi^ding  was  too  dark  for  the  arduous  task. 
My  enemies  in  town  are  once  more  alive,  another 
banquet  it  bM..  pleased  God  to  give  them ;  Sam- 
son is  now  making  sport  for  the  philistines.     A 
man  who  has  plagued  me  with  letters  for  near 
ten  years,  and  who  lias  wrote  likewise  to  Mr.  J. 
he  and  a  few  mofie  have  published  a  book,  and 
the  hand- bills  are  shouted  off  from  chapel  to 
^a|Sel ;  tfats  causM  a  great  shout  in  the  camp  of 
the  pbiHstines.      But  the  devil  has  oversbot'  tbe 
:in4rk,  for  be  has  filled  the  authors  of  it  with  sudi 
infernal  malice,  that  the  book  is  worse  thanVtght 
down  blasphemy.      They  have  by  what  I  tan 
iearn,  almost  made  sport  of  the  holy  Comforter 
'Of  dur  souls;  and  this  kind  of  sport  seldom  lasts 
long.  ^ 

''"  The  last  scribbling  enemy  that  \iTOte  againit 
"tne,  for  publishing-  a  Sermon  on  tbe  times^  ^* 


.-  A. 


^ui^od  iastwe^t^sol  sh^U  JtiQar.QO  ipore  <^U#^; 
%P(Lasfor  the  world  to  coiner  w^  shall  0Qt,(b(p 
jpj^gqed  with  thpa^ .  there,  atr^  IfiBBt  1 1 .  hope  k  TMt. 
Some  of  my  friends  seem  sadly^  cooceraed  for  nae^ 
Jl^lltit  rather  pleases  me  than,  otherwise*,  oty.good 
Qod  and  JPather  does  ^Ockindly  support^jiig.  jpif^ 
sioutty  servant.  Nor  do  I  doubt  b«t  eyne  Jppgtttie 
.^^igpaJ^onqf^God  uppn  jtbose  men.  wUk  ^^^aiS 
|:ionspicuous  as  their  criipe^yio^  their  ^lool^i^ 
J^  Ihaq  the  great  traii4gr^)i^9»r.  Qiodlble^spitlifpe 
,9q4 k^ep  tb«e, r  •  ;  •■.-     y  .,-  ,..;^5)*  [^^vi^rv  j*mJ 

♦ :    .•  "  .  ♦   » ■.  r  p  % » ■  1 1 -•-'*  *•  tr  t>/1  '• 
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LETTEii  txicy. 


to  Mil.  8.  B.'*       *        ^""^    ^^^ 


i^-  ,  ,{ .LOKO  to  know  how  mj^ /riend Jn.  /AsttM 

^e  Doc  tor.  he  is  very  feeble,  so  that  you  dmy  r&- 

fl^rt  tbe^old  proverb,  Physician  heal  thyself.     But 

i|he  object^f  our  hope  is  the  living  God,  and  o«r 

^iiip  i^  hid  with  Christ  in  him ;  this  life  no  corropF- 

.tjbon  can  ;touch,  no  sin  can  infect  it,  na  bypocrJUl 

can  procure  it,  no  devil  can  approacb>it»     From 

God  the  fountain  of  life  comes  the  second  Adam, 

the  quickening  Spirit,  and  through   him  comes 

j\fM  Spirit  of  life  and  love,  and  under  his  swe^t 

f2 
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o^i^atiom  ibitb,  Iwjpe^  «iMi  1qv«  spfiHg  h^  in 
die  Mul;  and  the  llAr  that  ky^  in  tbede  tbrM 
preciouB  fruits  i^ses  us  Out  of.  the  regions  of  Ae 
giiaidoW  of  deaths  afitf  aboV6  the  dtihg'of  death,  and 
kbove  the  sentence  of  tb6  law.  *'  He  that  believeth 
hath  everlasting  life/a^  lihall  not  come  into 
cotidemaattorn."  Tfarbis  the  greatest  of  all  bless- 
ings;'and  wb^  Meting?  Wh^  it  is  tiv» 
l^piir^t  of  tiie  lining  God :  ''  I  will  pcnir  tbj  spitit 
tipop  tfiyseed,  my  blessi^  tipon  i^y  bfisprinjg^ 
T&is  is 'the  source  of  all  good  in  God's  fsinitf. 
^^jl^Mvehly  seitoid^ns  and  feelings ;  all  lon^n^ 
tmojge  and  tturstings  after  God  and  godii- 
ness ;  all  our  confessions,  petitions,  praises,  or 
ljh\anksgiving;  all  composure  of  mind,  tranquillitv 
ot  hearty  or  peace  with  conscience,  springs /roih 
^s  fountain  of  life  in  us.  / 
^1  do  dearly  and  sincerely  love  this  blessed  apd 
adorable  Comforter,  though  I  can  discern,  dis- 
cover,  and  make  out  so  little  of  his  wonderful 
^^orks.^ "-  But  this  I  know  that  all  sensible  sinneirii, 
who  feel  the  plague  pf  their  own  hearts,  and  tbt 
bu|Geting^  of  satan,  must  sink  in  despdr,  and 
drown  in  perditioo^  unless  he  takes  possession  if 

>tk  to  dispossess  the 
•trdqg^maii,  and  to  spoil  his  house;  and  tbus  t» 

jBoifike  the  devil's  c^e  his  own  tempte. 

'  -      •        •    ' '  .     ■        ... 

The  invalid  to  his  PatienV*.       :' 

W.H.  S.S. 


^ 
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LETTER   XXXVL 


TO  WE  9AlfI£. 


■  I 


^1  * 
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I  MUST  seiid  my  poor  iixepA^  ^  icr^ip,  lifr 
)cause  be  is  an  ioval^,  .np|t.  fit  to  mftrott,  n^^  tp 
Attend  the  camp,  aad  t^er^ore  he  iq^L^t  f^bi4^  Vs 
^e  stuff,  or  gp  OQ  theiiagg^wftggp^  ,  I^iwp 
yery  stiff  f^nd  weary  this  Bfioroiog;  J  i^^Jb^  pMlr 
'^se  ax^  abuQ<)ant  ^h^Q  the  wall  ^prings^  Mi4^JI^ 
pp  overflow^  feeling  ][.  |iq^  .  mcure  !(^9  nysolp 
but  when  it  is  oy^^  j[  ^d  ][  api  i^ail  jniMPi,  ei^cQQir 
passed  about  with  infirinitias.  BMt.ev^  i^.t^i^ 
ihortal  cuass  there  is  a  treas^re^  soineg4)fOd  tbi||^ 
toward  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  a  living  pripci- 
^ple  that  cannot  fail,  sicken,  decay,  or  die.  No 
ray  from  the  sun  of  righteousness  can  be  extin- 
guished, no  incorruptible  seed^an  cpr^pt  .  Let 
us  cleave  to  our  dear,  and  dearly  belovpd  Jx)rd ; 
he  is  the  heir  of  us,  ^nd;  the  sblevproprietor  of 
us ;  he  is  every  spring  in  us,  and  the  fcrtintaih  of 
life  to   us.     They  that  have  despised  him  are 

under  their  own  sentence,  and  miist  bear  their 

'..'■'  ■     '      • . '  • "'      ''  r   ill     1- 

own  burden :  and  we  evidently  see  that  '.au  who 

depart  from  us  are  withered,  decayed,  and  driea 

up  like  a  potsherd. 

God  has  founded  Zion  in  the  sacrifice  of  his 

Son,  and  he  builds  her  up^  and  establishes  her 


|Qrlb#  ftith  ofhins  Md  &ith  feels  aU  imr  ^rip# 
^:  life  ia  this  city;:  salvation  is  ber  ^waUftto^jaU 
Ibat.are  witbi%  and  i  all  without  the  v^aUs  >an 
49&P,  ;  ''Tbey  that  be  planted  in  the  house htf 
^  jAMT/dt  shall  flourish  in  the  courts  of  jOurGodc} 
$1}4#>.  lepf  sball  bft  gteeni  they,  shall  bring  forth 
j^ltiHiftrid  age: io;  shew  that  God  is  "apri^bt^S 
'l^siif^  xeti.  13^  ]4v^'Bui  tis  there  acjM^uktbat  baa 
^{MMedffrQiDiiSi  that  has  the  least  iMSstor9ii4l 
^ii^<lurO(iiipfcm."theQi?i  Qr*  does  God  afipeacjithft 
li«l4ti»!4jE;t^r'0ountenance?    Nio.     Carnal  «M 

it^vfixed  witbiD»  ibey  hate  ZSfki 
attd  V^  d990lat)Si  the  evident  tokens  of  perdition 
a^i^'lo^tb^H^aqd  their  countenance  reflects  die 
wAtm^i  'But^tbe  Lord  is  with  us.  Remember 
jtle  iO'Bekty.-'^  I  hope  to  see  you  this  :«eek.i^'  •  "•* 
'.,     ;     •  THE  COALHEAV.EitC' 

?  >'»:     ."    *  ■  f. ':      J  "■  '   .  ■  .  •    jori 

i         .      .  .  , 

r,a  :},n./iETI?ER  XXXVIL.    ,•...   .  ^. 

\     to  THE  SAME. 


'^ '  r  AM  sotry  to  hfear  that  my  p6ttr  friend 
^'ill  iL^iUf  tAitiht  decays  of  thef  b6dy  are  df^ 
ttifeliearlih  bf  thesoul  •  **  But  though  our  out^irff 
ftmti  perlsib,*  says  Paiil,  **'yet  the  inward  mad  iJf 
reri^neaday4jyday,"il^Cdr.  iv.  ift  Out  breatff 
is  in  our  nostrils  and  must  go  foith,  ajid  tiiat  terf 


^  41  Mt  erdKHnkigbid  peribbr  Bat  w!^reiGxyi 
bDeftthfiib  upon  the  soul,  there  the  spirit  of  llfb 
emei^ilandi  there  spiritoal  breiidi  ^the  hidddii 
fada^titf,  the  best  wine,  the  fatted  calf,  and  iik 
l^hscHal  4amb  are  craved^  veiished,  savotire#, 
ditet),:  digested;  and  concocted,  and  1^0  wfiei^i 
elM;:'  Blessed  afe  they  that  hunger,  ia'tidt^essi^ 
Md  ^tiiidy  that  thirst,  for  they  shall  bd^  filled. 
Wht^H'^Gofd  ^ickens  us,  he  revives  ui'%y*^tl^ 
fi(i«its^f  bis  BpiiHt,  2cta  in  thede  fruits  his  diVlftS 
Hil^  U' liicP.  He  lives  in  our'^thoughtsi,  ihiifU!^ 
nffibbtions,  and  ^onscienc^,  ^nd  wiir  nf^fvAl'  td6^ 
ins^itesidetice  *to''M)yt**ftud  be  wilt  che^  ioT^  %tfi 
le^tem  as;  employ  ounr  thoughtB,  and  'c6fhfbtt 
ouif'iheart^  according-  a^^hd  is  ent6rtaifted/-ft|£ 
tended  >lo^  attd  pleased';  4ifd;  if  tiispte4^"^fB 
ovsmi^t^t  ori  inatt^fatlon,  he  lets  our  faith  and 
iiope  come  to  a  low  ebb,  and  will  make  us  feel 
our  need  before  \7e  feel  his  in4u)geat  fulness. 

If  my  dear  friend's  gout  was  of  the  same  class 
of  disorders  with  mine,  a  paper  kite,  or  a  box 
of  golden  balsamib  pills  riiiglk  ^giV^  relief;  but 
his  is  not  in  the  pocket,  but  in  the  feet  But 
l>lessed  be  God,  faith  can  travel  when  the  feet  are 
'^qCinpd^with  pain  ;  and  God  can  come  to nis  to 
tffs^^p,  the  bed  in  our  sickness,  if  he.  does  not  keep 
^ckaQss  from  us.  I  Jong  to  see  my  fellow-suf*^ 
^rer,  gouty  folks  can  feel  for  6a9ti,  other's  ipfir^^ 
^fj\i^  and  our  high  priest  cap  fe«l  for  as  botlu 

i^9^hypiffi.^m^.  .      .; v^:  .uu...    -vol. 
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cQvn  God  filletfa  alMp^^^>  ^^d  ^  i^^v  to  all 
that  feel  after  hifn.  Hff  trai^sacta  ajLl  die  grand 
affiurs  of  }m  kiii^dpm  in.  the  o»urt  of  coo- 
science;  to  l^h^ijt  court  JtbcL  I^^d'n^iniaters  com- 
pxtjad  tliemselves ;  into  that  court  the  word 
.comes,  and  makes  it,  good  wd>  honest  Here 
the  precious  blood  of  sprinkling  ^eaks  pardon 
peace,  and  reconciliaftign.  >  The  prince  of  peace 
8way9  his  sceptre  here,  he  is  enthroned  here  ia 
his  own  love;  hence  charity  out  of  a  pure  fiieiH 
and  a^good  conscience,  is  the^nd.of-Uie  Iroio- 
mdndnoent.  Afflictions  are  tOr.disturb^|dzsqui8li 
^tad  to  stir  up  this  court,  that  dnngc^^'aiins^ 
things  neglected,  and  things  forgotten  Tnaif  iie 
brought  forth  to  the  light,  be  sifted  up;  l^oai} 
<^anvassed  over.  ; :.  ;.     h 

And  there  is  no  settling  the  accounts  without 
the  blessed  surety  of  the  New  Testamesit;  b^ 
is  the  chief,  ispeaker,  and  sovereign  mler  t^re; 
his  atoneaieut  is  our  p^don ;  his  faith  is  the 
manifestation  of  our  sonship;  and  tlie  sentence 
of  justification  by  his  righteousness^  is  paisrtd 
in  this  court.    Watch,  and  you  will  >see  tbdie 


|])iiig^  ^oing  on»  ,and  as  light  discovers,  pardon-* 
rng  grace  will  remove  what  is  aniiss.  He  sits  as 
ft  reiwer  by  tbc  fvM^uacc^  aii4^he  is  thp  purger  and 
Jthe  purifier  of  all  his  priestly  family.  He  has 
npt  chosen  us  in  the  furnace,  in  order  to  desert 
us  when  in  the  fhc ;  he  is  our  all  in  all.  Lov« 
-fo  Betty,  and  accept  the  same  from, 


■  • »  J'. 


.-  * 


LETTER  XXXIX/ 

TO  THE  SAME. 


il 


1^  Dear  Brother  and  Sister  in  Christ, 

-iw  Can  only  say  I  received  yours,  being  busy  iq 
pioving,  and  fitting  the  nest,  which  takes  too  nu^qh 
^jmCy.  and  is  too  much  trouble,  to  one.  engaged  in 
auch  a  warfare  as  hath  fell  to  my  share.  But  the 
Ipoodness,  tlie  bounty,  the  unexpected  and  unde- 
served mercies  and  favours  of  my  God  ui  this  r©» 
inoval  are  too  great  to  be  mentioned ;  they  are  so 
f^cfkt  ai)d  S9  conspicuous,  that  my  enemies  have 
almost  filled  a  column  in  the  newspapers  with  the 
accounts,  insomuch  tliat  it  seems  to  be  a  revival 
of  the  old  confession,  "  They  said  among  the  hea- 
•then,  the  Lord  hath  done  great  things  tor  them,** 
[.  cxxvi.  2.    Those  that  have  watched  for 


-  ■   •  i  • 

Ttiy  haldng,  and  tJlote  that  have  predlctoci  my 
fall,  my  beggary"/^,  ^^l^^ J  l^d^^  fliu<^ 

cast  down,  and  I  tbink  tbat,«fme  of  them  will 
isoon  go  beside  themselves,  for  my  ^cj^^qj^^^ 
giy^n  me  a  handsome  coach,  and  a^pa^pfr  able 
horses,  which  are  sufficient  to  do  all  l^ew^]^^ 
my  little  farm.    I  am  not  worthy  of  tbe  Ic^fi^ 


his  mercies,  for  I  entered  into  his  ^feTvipe  i{/;|]th 
one  shirt,  and  now  I  keep  my  carriage,;  a^4>fij^ 
is  j^e  waj  that  God  raiseth  up  be^^g8xs,^]^jt|^ 
dti^Qg-hill.  They  that  abhor  my  80,ulF^,qyjf9|ij^ 
lyhiie  Mordecai  rides  to  the  grief  p^.all  ,l;h^ 
hate  him ;  surely  God  honours  those  that  honq^ 
him,  and  knows  them  that  put  their  trust  j^^ 
him.  ■  ■      \   '^tx 

^  My  soul  blesses  my  good  God  for  thpj  d^,%fe 
in  Jreland^  the  Jacobins  hang  downthei^he^^j 
they  ?ure  with  child,  they  are  in  pa^in^  tliejj  bci}^ 
fcjrth  win4  they  w;ork  no  deliverance  iiji.thc  e^i^. 
nof  are  the  ruling^  powers  fallen ;  the  Jfp^nd^^^l^f 
^:^^^  ^?^%  aif^^^till  in  course, ,  afid,  lye  ejypy^j 
b^tji  our  liyes  and  pur  property . .  (jrp4  i^cjss  yqij^ 
b^tlj;,!^  good  journey,  and  saf^ ^p^etiufp. ^  ,Sci|,^ 

.i,oy  ^'  'id 


Deai*  FAetid! 

^'^^^  flic'  glacf  to  hear  the  good  tidings  of  our 
i^rfomier,  and  that  he  gains  by  trading.    Incof- 
I'i^rtiible  grace  will  stand  the  fire;  vessels  of 
^id  and  silvei-  consume  not,  though  vessels  of^ 
^iiod^tihd eaith  will.    He  calls  us  gold  when  vrt 
^  Info  the  fum4ce,  and  indeed  if  we  were  any^ 
tJ^SHg  lesd,  we  should  never  come  out    I  Ipiig  to 
sttf '6ur  Perfumer  here,  perfumfsd  with  myrrh,  and '^ 
Miikihcense,  and  all  the  powders  of  the  m^tr] 
dtiant;  smelling  of  myrrh,  aloes;  and  cassia,  out ' 
of  the  ivory  palaces;  these  will  make  his  heart' 
^lafl. ''However,  one  gmin  of  faith^  or  beam  of 
bdpfe,^^'ii  worth  more  than  a    million   worlds, 
BVtb^  i£dfluen<je  or  operation  of  the  Holy  Spiril^^ 
e^CTjr  *graLc!e'  that  he  imparts,  and  every  fruit  of 
fai^,  n  fhddiTU{itible  seed,  that  shall  live'and  abide, 
biitig^in  the  sifeht  of  God  of  ^-eat  price :  these  ^ 
jciitiik  dUwii  from  above,  and  teem,  aspire,  and 
sfi^g  Up  that' 'way,  as  to'theftr  6wti  original 
fountain  and  source.     This  treasure  is  lodged  in 
th^  souls'  or  "^all  saints,  a  treasure  from  the  head, 
which  makes  us  so  many  parts  of  himself,  mem- 
bers of  his  body.     Oh,   infinite  depths!   pro- 
found mysteries !     My  friend  can  hear  me  very 
well  in  the  vestry,  if  he  likes  to  come.     God 

bless  you. 

THE  COAL  MERCHANT. 


|3J 

t ,  "  ''  . '.    "^ "     '  •*■       «■"* 
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i\  ..  .  V    V'    'V  '    "   I    ■       •-  '-'  •    *-  ^^ 

*  •ij.i 

TO  THE  SAME. 

f    . ./       '.  -  I.  .  •  -.         ■    ■  •{     p^r-     t.      •  ■   '  I 

Cricklewbbd-' -  T^LttrddtJwifc 

I  HAVE  >been  this  morning  begging t«9sF 
^die  best  of  all  Benefactors/  to  remember  tn^ 
^OT  Irieiids,  and  I  believe  that  it- was  the^Ikflfd. 
that -set  me  at  it,  and  it  was  the '^aaiiii^il^ 
helped' my  infirmities  when  atthe^vork,«id^;M 
9weetne88  and  delighty  pleasure  and  >io^le  vn  tliB 
hearenftj  occupation.  I  have  begg6d  with  modi 
than  human  power,  and  all  power  is  from  above^ 
and  he  does  put  it  forth,  and  manifest  it  in  the 
touls  of  much  despised  reptiles.  Of  all  stodb^ 
tiotis,  enjoyments,  pleasures,  or  entertaamienCss 
of  all  delights,  amusementB,  refreshings,  or 
coi^ofbrts^  ^othifig  is  ever  once  to  be  named,  or 
mentioned  in  competition  with  the  humbling, 
Softening,  meekening,  composing^'  and  becalm* 
htg  influences  of  the  most  holy>  harmless,  inno^ 
cent,  and  inoflfensive  Spirit  of  all  gracQ  lifis; 
fight,  and  love.  And  all  his  c^erations  lead 
and  direct  t30  the  great  atonemaitp  and  to  the 
all-prevailing,  and  ever  acceptable  mediation  of 
Jesusi  This  is  the  saintfs  sweet  repose,  his  re^ 
fuge  and  his  rest,  his  safety  and  liis  ratt 
defence.  ^ 


9^ 

I  am  in  comfortable  hope  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
will  mingle  his  softening  influences,  and  his 
quickening  operations  with  my  friend's  afflictions, 
and  if  he  does,  the  inward  man  will  find  support 
to  sustain  the  outward  man's  decays.  And  of 
this  be  assured,  that  conscious  peace  is  the  best 
sick  bed,  and  love  the  best  pillow;  faith  is  the 
best  bedstead,  and  the  Lord's  righteoutoe^  '  the 
best  covering ;  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  best  nursb^ 
aiid  the  Lord  Jesus  the  best  physiciail.  Hie 
joy  of  God  is  the  best  candle,  for  this  bums  tht 
brightest  in  the  darkest  night;  the  midnig^hi 
cry  will  not  extinguish  it,  nor  the  storms  of 
Sinai  blow  it  out  This  is  whdt  i^  called  a .  bad 
Spirit,  and  Antinomianism,  but  I  am  more  tha^ 
«ure  that  it  came  down  from  heaven,  nor  have  la 
>doiibt  but  to  heaven  it  will  reascend  Love  to 
;jBt>ur  dame  concludes  me,  : 

a '  Your  affectionate  Friend, 

;0  THE  DOCTOR 


-;  ■•  '.  ■  ' 


I '' 


LETTER  XLI|. 

^  TOMR.W.  B- 

Cbure|i  Street,  Paddiogtoiu 


'» . 


JEMtr  Brotker  in  Cbrist, 

I  THIS  day  received  your's,  being  the  se- 
jCDod  instant.  I  am  at  this  time  a- close  prisoner 
of  war.     Last  week  I  went  to  visit  a  little  camp 


an  old  veteran  soldier  was  much  need^^jjmt 
being  poorly  in  healdi»  ba^ng^  bad'itold  and 
f&v^Tf  I  became  so  hoarse  in  the  field  of  action, 
that  my  commands  and  orders  could  not  be 
heard,  and  therefore  I  WiaS'  ttitOWSi^ip  upon  the 
haggage  waggoni.  HQd  $ent  liQtnqUo  the  tent  as 
a  dumb  man  in  whose  mouth  are  no  reproofs^ 
wheire  1  have  remdned  now  seven  days^  while 
my  little  army  is  scattered  all  over  i  the[ngifeit 
metropolis;  but  they  find  neither  (iresc^t  pay 
lic^igtodquailm,  «id.thm  thi^.com«'tbitkand 
tkrcfefold  to^qiuveafiber  fhib'-beaiAh^cf  tbeA^ 
edmjnander,  being  more  sensible  of  .bii^wOc^^ 
by  a  sensibility  of  their  want  I  hope  tp  JIm& 
bat  next  Lord's  day,  if  God  permit*...  ,,  ..,  ._.^. 
'  Thfese  often  infirmities  crawling  .80x>f$en  Upop 
tne,  make  me  look  to  the  better  xioim^^  ;^ 
Bicki^n  tny  soul  to  this  stage  .o£i  trbukle,  n^m 
^which  God  has  so  often  written  wboit.  I ibdM^ 
5Dflten  ?ead with  grief,  namely,  Th^tL  alliis  i^aw|y 
and  vexatioa  of .  souL  But  Godh^^.  p£f{vifjf;4 
8<)me  better  thing  for  us,  a  better  country,  .^d  a 
city  which  hath  foundations,  i  whose  buiMerw^d 
maker  is  God ;  in  this  country  the  iji^abitaiits 
shall  no  more  say  I  am  sick,  the  peof^^^^;^ 
dwell  therein  shall  be  forgiven  their  .iniqiiiticf, 
which  is  the  cause  of  all  sickness,  diAtre^j^  aiid 
trouble,  and  the  foundation  of  all  misery^  ])ear 
friend,  farewelL    My  kind  respects  to  spouse 


$s 

ktiA  soni  *  and  accept  the  hobble  aoknowledg- 

bii^  ;     Your  willing  servant  in  Christ  Jesus,  .• 
•"  W.  HUNTINGTOl^. 


m0   \i 


^  LETTER  XLIII.  .-. 

I 

It,,    .  TO  THE  SAME.  ."    ''""  ^' 

««    I      *  •  i     •  - 

JBdoycd  ill  the  Laid,  ray  Father  and^your  vFnthrr,  mf.:       ji 
7£q    K-fSo^.^d  jour  God,  -v  t  ",- , 

i>iL': /i  Iaat  returned  from  one  o£  the  jiiiost  .>pm9-' 

i^^row  aibd  successful  joumies  fhat  I  evet  tfifiHy 

4(>i  believe  and  so  I  have  room. to  hype^^  .l>ywt^ 

Multi  tilde  of  perishing  souls,  woutudfid^  spirits, 

and  invalids  that  found  me  out,  folloi¥re4  iftfi, 

i&l&d'  we{>t  over  me.     Such  a  famine  I  never  ^w, 

^iffid  <e^eciaUy  where  my  iady  s  men^  jd^p^  1^;^ 

il^tSf  aiAd  arminians  reside  ;  but  my  poor  ^i^ 

lyKtigs  havid  wonderfully  discovered  ^thcm,..ai^ 

HMCff  three  plaices  fairly  routed  them,i  Jtill;  Jll^ 

i^t^tetye  no  more  to  do  with  them,      /.yj  <  bn;. 

^'*'jHow  calamitous  is  their  case  .who  j)a¥ft7iJ|0 

^l/b^pherd  to  overlook,    to  gather,  nor. to  fys^ 

?<hetn;  but  they  shall  nenxr  finally  deceive  tl^e 

Measures  of  divine  love,  the  objects  of  God's 

^ehoice^  the  purchase  of  Christ's  blood,  and  the 

^trophies  of  his  victory.     He  will  take  the  prey 

from  the  mighty,  and  the  spoil  from  the  strong, 

"for  these  are  the  travail. of  his  soul,  the  pillars  of 

his  trutlii  the  subjects  of  his  realm,  the  retinue 
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6t  'his  majesty,  and  the  revenue  of  hb  empire. 
Tlie  dear  Lord  was  with  me  nf  a  truth,  amtll 
could  almost  say  with  Job,  that,  "  Wiicn  liie 
eye  saw  me  it  blessed  me,  and  when  llie  cai 
heard  me  it  gave  witness  to  me;'"  but  I  muit 
drop  here,  for  these  things  will  call  for  srn]>cs: 
"  Not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  that  was  ^viIll 
me." 

I  long  to  know  how  you  all  do,  and  how  the 
house  upon  the  rock  g^ops  on ;  where  you  arc,^ 
whether  moved  or  not,  and  if  not  when  you  do 
move ;  how  John,  MotWer,  Mary,  and  Bet^ 
do,  and  hnw  you  prosper  within  ;  whether  the 
new  house  contributes  toward  the  new  heart  or 
not.  I  ]ia\v'  for  some  time  had  rhis  text  u]X>n 
my  mliid,  iu;d  have  watclied  and  narrowly  ])ur- 
sued  it:  "Follow  after  rigiiteousncss,  charity- 
peace,  meekness,  faith,  patience,"  Sec.  and  bless- 
ed for  ever  lie  a  faithful  Go<t,  I  have  not  sou^'ht 
nor  followed  In  vain,  (,'liecr  up  my  dearly  he- 
lo^■c<]  and  tnic  yoke-fellow,  the  crown  is  before 
us,  and  wliofiha'l  depriie  us  of  the  conquest  for 
which  \\e(it;lit,  or  take  the  prize  for  which  «"f 
run?  Not  tlicm  that  run  in  a  wrong  path,  wr 
that  stiivt  for  mastery  in  unbelief.  Pray  pi *f 
my  love  to  all  the  limiily,  and  to  his  Excellency 
when  you  sec  him.  The  Lord  of  all  lords  bless, 
preserve,  and  keep  ho[!i  you  aiul  your'a,  \^,  an'' 
ever  wiil  be  the  prayer  of, 

"W.  II,  s.s. 

J.  IsNca,  Priuier,  Uelltrtt.  Oxrurd-fL  London. 
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Christian  Reader, 

I  HOPE  shortly,  in  the  Lord's  strength,  to 
make  good  my  promise  to  thee  in  giving  forth 
from  the  press  a  sermon  of  my  late  Parent,  de- 
livered early  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve;  and  that  thou  mayest 
not  be  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  distinguish  it 
from  others,  it  will  appear  under  the  title  of 
*  Napthali,  or. Holy  Wrestling/ 

I  have  lately  been  indulged  by  Mr.  S.  Turner^ 
of  Sunderland,  with  copies  of  a  few  letters 
written  by  my  father  to  him  and  others,  and 
which  appear  in  this ;  they  clearly  point  out  the 
union  that  subsisted  between  them,  that  his  con- 
fidence in  him  was  not  weakened,  and  loudly 
proclaini  to  the  church  of  God  one  instance,  in 
which  the  sower  of  discord  among  brethren  could 
not  prevail,  so  as  to  work  a  division. 

I  should  consider  myself  wanting,  both  in  gra- 
titude and  respect^  to  this  Minister,  were  I  not 
to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Turner  hath  lately  favoured 
the  church  with  three  sermons  delivered  by 
him,  from  that  weighty  reproof  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  John  V.  40;  '*  Ye  will  not  come  to  me 

A  2 


that  ye  might  have  life  ;**  and  which  the  Author 
hath  emphatically  entitled^  ^  Life  in  Christ  for 
every  Willing  Soul/ 


SSf  High  Street, 
June  6p  1814. 


E.  HUNTINGTON. 
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LETTERS. 


LETTER  I. 

To  S.  TURNER,  Minister  of  the  Gospel. 

Helmsley* 

'My  Dear  Son,  grace  and  peace  be  with  thee  throagh 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 

Your  second  epistle  came  to  band,  but  I 
am  a  man  of  much  business.  The  offence  of  the 
cross  always  attends  the  spiritual  man,  and  the 
work  of  the  Spirit;  and  it  is  nothing  else  but 
light  and  life  that  exasperates  satan,  and  he 
alarms  his  allies  and  auxiliaries.  Where  the 
cross  gives  no  offence  satan  sustains  no  injury^ 
because  there  is  no  translation  of  sinners  from 
the  kingdom  of  satan  into  that  of  God*s  dear 
Son,  and  of  course  darkness  and  death  bear  rule^ 
for  Satan's  reign  is  in  darkness  and  death.  The 
cross  of  Christ  will  support  itself,  and  defray  its 
own  expences ;  the  devil  labours  to  make  it  our 
shame,  but  God  has  made  it  our  glory.  To  men 
of  sin  it  is  foolishness,  but  to  men  of  grace  it  is 
the  wisdom  of  God  in  a  mystery.  The  cross  is 
Satan's  destruction,  and  man's  salvation.  The 
secret  council  of  God  from  eternity  is  brought  to 


light  by  it)  and  is  seen  in  it ;  and  they  labour  to 
shame  the  counsel  of  the  poor,  because  Christ 
crucified  is  his  refuge.  All  flesh  hath  corrupted 
his  way,  all  the  powers  of  our  soul  being  cor- 
rupted from  the  way  of  love,  which  was  God's 
way  when  God  created  man;  but  enmity  con- 
ceived under  the  operation  of  satan,  altered  the 
whole  course  of  nature,  and  this  corruption  or 
perversion  of  nature  makes  a  cross  within ;  and 
all  that  adhere  to  satan's  interest,  being  the 
serpent's  seed,  make  a  cross  without.  But  the 
cross  is  lined  with  love,  and  will  never  wring  the 
shoulder  but  only  when  self-will,  pride,  conse- 
quence, or  self-seeking  strive  to  bear  rule.  The 
old  man  is  often  galled,  but  the  new  man  never 
complains  of  the  cross. 

Some  time  ago  some  persons  at  S  wrote 

to  me  about  this  L— ,  but  as  I  so  much  dis- 
liked him  I  would  not  see  him.  Soon  after  this 
a  creditable  man  called  on  me,  and  wished  m% 
to  see  him  ;  I  assigned  my  reasons  for  not  seeing 
him ;  however  I  found  that  this  man  knew 
nothing  of  him,  but  he  was  applied  to,  to  in- 
troduce him  to  me :  I  therefore  permitted  him 
to  come,  and  let  him  go  on  and  talk  as  long  as 
he  pleased,  but  there  was  no  harmony  or  con- 
sistency in  any  thing  he  said ;  and  I  am  fully 
persuaded  that  he  is  an  utter  stranger  both  to  his 
own  heart  and  to  God  also. 

His  asserting  that  I  have  sent  out  so  mauy 


preachers  is  absolutely  false,  for  strictly  speaking 
I  never  sent  out  one.  Tom  Smith  had  preached 
long  before  ever  I  knew  him,  nor  was  he  ever  a 
member  with  us.  Vessey  never  belonged  to  our 
church,  and  liad  preached  long  before  ever  I 
knew  him.  L—  that  went  to  G — — ,  came 
from  — — — ,    and  was  at  Simpson's  Academy, 

but  never  belonged  to  us.     A had  preached 

two  years  at  Margate,  but  it  was  unbeknown  to 
me,  though  I  have  no  doubt  but  he  is  a  child  of 
God. 

Nor  did  I  send  you  out,  for  you  had  spoke  in 
public  before  I  knew  it.  I  recommended  you  to 
Helmsley,  and  the  letter  I  sent  is  still  there ^  nor 
do  I  repent  of  it :  and  if  any  of  the  friends  at 
Helmsley  wish  for  L  ,  let  them  dismiss  you, 
I  will  bear  your  expences  to  jLondon,  and  en- 
gage to  employ  you  elsewhere.  Send  me  L— 's 
address  in  your  next,  and  you  will  oblige, 

Ever  your's, 

W.  H.  S.S. 

July  16,  1807. 


LETTER  II. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


Dear  Friend, 

It  is  hard  work  now  for  me  to  write,  my 
right  hand  has  forgot  its  cunning.     The  nerves 
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tatch  it  upy  or  draw  it  aside,  so  that  it  become 
disobedient  and  unmanageable.  I  have  also  got 
a  cold  and  a  slow  fever.  The  City  Chapel  being 
low,  damp  and  cold,  it  doth  not  suit  the  infirm- 
ities of  old  age.  I  often  think  of  my  dismission 
from  the  field  of  action,  and  hope  for  an  honour- 
able discharge  and  an  eternal  pension  on  the 
footing  of  grace,  and  according  to  the  promise  in 
Christ;  and  these  things  prompt  me  to  collect 
my  evidences  and  good  qualifications  together,  as 
is  the  usual  method  of  all  self-righteous  persons. 

1.  I  greatly  confide  in  the  singular  piety  of  my 
forefather,  Abraham,  who  was  God's  friend,  and 
whose  blessing  is  come  upon  mc  through  faith : 
but  above  all  the  everlasting  Father,  who  went 
about  doing  good,  and  healing  all  that  were 
oppressed  of  the  devil,  for  God  was  with  him. 
My  mother  also  was  a  most  venerable  and  ho- 
nourable matron,  the  handmaid  of  the  Lord  in 
the  best  sense,  I  mean  the  heavenly  Jerusalem, 
who  is  the  mother  of  us  all.  So  much  for  my 
pedigree. 

S.  I  thank  my  God  also  that  I  am  not  as  other 
men,  for  I  am  the  chief  of  all  sinners.  Nor  am 
I  like  that  poor  publican,  for  I  can  lift  up  my 
eyes  to  God  with  pleasure,  which  he  dared  not 
do. 

3.  I  can  say  to  the  most  refined  pharisee,  and 
even  to  the  god  of  this  world,  *'  Stand  by  thyself, 
come  not  near  to  me,  for  I  am  holier  tbao  ibou/ 
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and  yet  even  this  is  not  a  smojce  in  the  Lord's 
nose,  npr  a  fire  that  burns  to  his  displeasure. 

4.  I  can  look  back  upon  a  well-spent  life  also, 
believing  in  my  conscience  that  Christ  lived  a 
life  of  unspotted  obedience  for  poor  sinful  me. 

6.  I  can  bless  God  for  an  honest  and  good 
heart,  being  persuaded  that  the  Lord  has  taken 
away  the  stony  heart,  and  given  me  an  heart  of 
flesh,  and  that  Christ  dwells  in  it  by  faith,  there- 
fore it  must  be  good. 

6.  I  do  comfort  myself  with  my  own  righteous- 
ness,  being  more  than  sure  that  I  have  received 
the  abundance  of  grace,  and  the  gift  of  righteous- 
ness; and  what  God  gives  me  that  I  call  my 
own,  for  not  as  the  world  giveth,  giveth  he  unto 
us. 

7-  I  have  obtained  a  good  name  in  the  world 
in  spite  of  all  mine  enemies,  a  new  name  which 
malice  with  all  her  venom  cannot  spoil  me  of. 
God  predestinated  me  to  the  adoption  of  a  son  ; 
the  Spirit  of  God  has  cried  Abba,  Father;  and 
Christ  has  given  me  power  in  faith  to  become 
one — this  is  the  new  name  which  the  mouth  of 
the  Lord,  not  man,  shall  name.  Yea,  more, 
many  men  eminent  for  piety,  who  have  spoke 
as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  have 
called  me  a  child  of  God.  In  all  these  instances 
it  appears  to  be  a  new  name,  and  in  all  these 
ways  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  names  it,  and  no 
otfaler. 

8.    I  am   constrained    also  to  acknowledge. 


IS 

that  God's  free  Spirit  has  made  me  a  willing  and 
loyal  subject  of  Christ  in  the  day  of  bis  power, 
so  that  I  do  engage  and  abound  in  the  work 
of  the  Lord  most  freely,  willingly,  and  cheerly^ 
under  the  operation  of  a  free  Spirit,  which 
greatly  inclines  my  heart  to  this  doctrine  of 
free  will. 

9.  I  do  declare  that  no  man  shall  stop  roe 
of  this  boasting  in  all  the  regions  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,  viz.  that  I  am  a  member  of  the  church  of 
England  ;  for  she  says,  The  church  of  God  is  a 
company  of  faithful  men,  and  that  God  hath  con- 
stantly decreed,  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world  was  laid,  to  deliver  from  curse  and  damna- 
tion those  wliom  he  hath  chosen  in  Christ  out  of 
mankind,  and  to  bring  them  by  Christ  to  ever- 
lasting salvation  as  vessels  made  to  honour. 
This  God  himself  has  made  known  to  me,  for  I 
have  prayed  to  God  the  Holy  Ghost  to  have 
mercy  upon  me  a  miserable  sinner,  and  he  has 
heard  my  prayer,  and  given  me  a  lively  faith 
in  God's  mercy  through  Christ,  and  a  most 
thankful  remembrance  of  his  death.  These  arc 
some  few  of  the  evidences,  tokens,  and  good  qua- 
lifications that  I  am  scraping  together  against 
that  day,  to  serve  as  a  cordial,  a  prop,  and  a 
support  in  my  conflict  with  our  last  enemy. 

Ever  your's, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 

P.  S.  I  should  be  glad  to  see  my  dear  friend. 

I  am  going  lo  move  to  Pentonville. 


IS 


LETTER  III. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


My  dear  Turner, 

Our  Chapel  will  soon  be  ready  to  open, 
and  Lewes  is  at  present  without  a  minister;  I 
wish  you  would  come  up  to  town  arid  slay 
awhile.  If  you  are  troubled  with  the  gout  19 
your  pockety  you  are  welcome  to  ten  pounds  as 
soon  as  you  come;  I  long  much  to  see  you« 
I  have  been  a  round  into  Sussex  and  Kent,  and 
am  but  just  returned  :  and  surely  the  good  Lord 
has  been  with  me,  and  still  blesses,  owns,  and 
gives  testimony  to  the  word  of  his  grace ;  while 
those  that  contend  for  Moses,  get  nearer  and 
nearer  the  Mount,  more  and  more  benighted, 
more  useless,  more  barren,  more  dry,  and  more 
dead.  But  we  know  who  is  the  true  light,  the 
resurrection  and  the  life. 

Oh  Turner  !  let  him  in  your  labours  be  all  in 
all,  for  such  the  word  of  God  reveals  him,  and 
nothing  less;  and  this  is  the  work  which  God 
will  own,  confirm,   ^nd  seal,  and  no  other. 

God  bless  you.     Excuse  haste. 

THE  COALHEAVER. 
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LETTER  IV. 


TO  THE  SAME, 


My  dear  Friend, 

I  AM  Still  in  the  bricks  arid  mortar,  or  yoa 
would  have  heard  from  me  before.  More  than 
three  lAaonths  continual  bustle  has  fell  to  my 
share,  but  nothing  I  hope  will  ever  be  sufficient 
to  remove  my  heart  from  my  God,  or  my  God 
from  my  heart.  But  I  am  so  beset  with  intruders 
and  builders,  that  if  I  do  not  awake  up  by  four 
in  the  morning  I  cannot  settle  my  books,  take 
stock,  or  count  my  cash,  and  without  this  it  is 
in  vain  to  occupy  till  he  comes,  because  I  know 
not  whether  I  gain  or  lose  by  trading.  I  know  I 
began  with  two  talents,  and  I  am  more  than  sure 
thus  to  be  ^contented  with  godliness  is  great  gain, 
because  the  Holy  Spirit,  his  grace,  influences,  and 
operations,  together  with  the  benefits  of  Christ's 
death  which  he  applies,  is  the  only  power  and 
real  substance  of  what  the  scriptures  call  god- 
liness. And  what  can  be  greater  gain  than  a 
divine  person,  who  is  the  breath  of  our  nostrils, 
our  animator,  and  eternal  comforter?  We  are 
the  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  he  is  the 
beauty  of  holiness,  and  is  that  holiness  that  be- 
comes this  house  for  ever.  Upon  him  my  soul 
waits    for  instruction,    for    light,  for   help,    for 
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proper  frames  of  mind,  for  proper  words  in 
the  work,  and  for  power  to  clothe  them  and 
make  all  effectual.  In  spirit  and  in  truth  must 
all  true  worshippers  worship,  for  the  Father 
seeketh  such,  and  no  other,  to  worship  and  to 
adore  him.  This  is  our  inward  glory,  and  our 
furniture  for  every  good  work.  I  am  glad  that 
you  find  yourself  at  home  among  my  dear  friends, 
end  that  you  are  enlarged  among  them.  Tender 
my  love  to  any  that  may  enquire  after  the  Coal- 
faeaver.  Our  new  chapel  is  not  only  full  but  runs 
ever. 

Yaur's  most  affectionately, 

W,  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  V. 

TO  F.  A. 

Helmslcj. 

My  Dear  Friend  in  Christ  Jcsusi  Grace,  mercy,  and 
peace  be  with  thee,  through  the  mediation  of  the 
Son  of  the  Father  in  truth  and  love. 

I  AM  now  in  my  little  Cabin,  on  board  the 
Providence,  bound  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
and  the  fair  havens.  In  this  little  delightful  cell 
I  have  had  many  sweet  and  bitter  hours,  sweet 
indulgences  and  cutting  desertions.  But  so  it 
must  be,  the  paschal  lamb  was  eaten  with  bitter 
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herbs ;  John's  little  book  was  sweet  and  bitter, 
and  so  was  Ezekiel's  roll ;  and  all  the  garments 
of  the  Son  of  God  smell  of  myrrh  and  aloes  p 
and  with  myrrh  and  aloes  was  the  Son  of  God 
embalmed  at  his  burial.  The  heart  knows  its 
own  bitterness,  and  the  stranger  intermeddleth 
not  with  its  joy ;  the  latter  is  a  day  of  prosperity 
in  which  we  are  bid  to  be  joyful,  the  former  a 
day  of  adversity  in  which  we  are  to  consider; 
God  hath  set  the  one  over  against  the  other. 

It  is  well  known  that  nothing  is  so  salubriouii 
nothing  so  strengthening  to  the  stomach,  nothir^ 
promotes  appetite  like  wholesome  bitters,  or  bit- 
ter herbs.      The  believer  goes  in  and  out  in  the 
exercise  of  faith,  and  finds  pasture.     How  sweet 
is  the  cup  of  salvation  and  the  cup  of  consolation 
after  a  taste  of  the  bitter  cup,  in  which  is  sin  and 
fear,  guilt,  shame,  wrath  and  death.      But  this 
bitter  cup,  with  all  its  dregs,  fell  to  the  share  of 
the  surety  of  the  better  testament ;  our  sipping  of 
it  gives  us  a  fellowship  with  him  in  his  sufferings; 
it  is  planting  us  together  in  the  likeness  of  his 
death;  it  is  a  crucifying  us  together  with  him.    It 
serves  to  furnish  us  with  sympathy;  we  look  at 
him  whom  we  have  pierced  and  mourn,  wliile  a 
sense  of  his  dying  love,  mixed  with  a  sense  of 
his  sufferings,  this,  this  melts  us  down   in  love 
together,  and  joins  us  to  him,  and  makes  us  one 
with  him  !  while  the  soul-transforming  power  and 
influence   impress    the   image   of   the    heavenly 
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Adam  on  the  soul!  "Changed,**  saith  Paul, 
"  into  the  same  image^  from  glory  to  glory,  as 
by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord ;"  and  the  more  we  look 
to  him,  the  more  this  transforming  work  goes 
on.  Enlivening  rays,  refreshing  dews  descend ; 
while  humble  acknowledgements,  and  grateful 
praises  ascend. 

The   fountain  of  life   furnishes  the   river  of 
pleasure,  and  the  streams' water  the  little  hills  of 
Zion,  and  make  glad  the  city  of  God.     "  I  will 
water  them  every  moment,'*  saith  God,  "  and  make 
their  souls  as  a  watered  garden,"  Isai.  IviiL  11. 
And  when  the  countenance  of  the  sun  of  righte- 
ousness is  lifted  up  upon  us,  it  exhales  all  the 
moisture,    and  draws  it  back  again   in  acts   of 
spiritual  devotion.     God  is  the  fountain  of  living 
waters  above,  and  grace  is  a  springing  well  below; 
and  as  the  fountain  feeds  the  spring,  so  the  spring 
rises  up  and  sends  back  to  God  its  overflowings. 
The  heart  of  the  wise  is  a  well-spring  of  life, 
and  the    words   of  wisdom    a   flowing    brook. 
••  Spring  up,  O  well,  sing  ye  unto  it.** 

Farewell.     Grace  and  peace  be  with  thee  and 
all  friends,  so  prays 

The  Sinner  Saved, 

W,H. 
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LETTER  VI. 

TO  THE  SAME, 
Dear  Friend, 

I  RECEIVED  yours  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  C. 
and  am  glad  you  are  well.     I  am  still  in  tlie  land 
of  the  living,  though  the  devil  is  sorely  vexed  at 
it,  for  God  still  gives  testimony  to  the  word  of 
his  grace.      His  word  runs  and  is  glorified^  and 
Satan  will  not  part  with  his  captives  easily,  and  it 
is  a  sore  grief  to  him  that  any  one  is  raised  up  to 
seek  the  welfare  of  the  children  of  Israel.     He 
has    pursued  me  with   unremitted  violence   for 
thirty-three  years,    sometimes  by    all    the    fiery 
darts  he  can  muster,  and  the  most  foul  tempta- 
tions; and  sometimes  by  worldlings,  impostors^ 
apostates,    heretics    and   hypocrites;    but    God 
blasts  all  their  plans,  mars  their  counsels^  frus- 
trates the  tokens  of  liars,  carries  the  counsel  of 
the  froward  headlong,  and  makes  diviners  mad. 
Four  or  five  of  my  worst  enemies  have  been 
lately  cut  off  as  the  foam  upon  the  waters;  but 
having  obtained  help  of  my  God,  the  Coalheaver 
continues  to  this  day.     Many  weapons  have  been 
formed    against  me,    but  they  do  not  prosper: 
God  has  known  my  soul  in  adversity,  and  he  has 
delivered    me,    and  justified   me,  and    accepted 
me  in  his  dear  Son,  and  revealed  his  Son  in  me ; 
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and  this  work  is  done  for  ever,  and  stands  fas^ 
and  will  never  more  be  sifted  up,  caiivassed  over^ 
nor  will  it,  nor  need  it  be  repeated  again.  Whom 
God  justifies  them  he  also  glorifies ;  once  washed, 
for  ever  clean :  **  He  that  is  washed,  needeth  not 
save  to  wash  his  feet,  but  is  clean  every  whit,** 
John  xiii.  10;  and  in  the  wedding  robe  for  ever 
just-  pardon  makes  us  nigh,  and  the  best  robe 
makes  us  one  with  him. 

Sometimes  I  feel  myself  getting  dry  and  un- 
savoury, having  ploughed  and  sowed,  htrrowed 
and  rolled,  dunged  and  limed  so  long  upon  dna 
part  of  the  Lord's  husbandry ;  this  edakes  me  fret 
and  fear,  pray,  watch  and  wait,  for  my  sool 
dreads  withering  into  a  mere  form ;  aad  when  thd 
new  cruse,  the  oil,  the  salt,  and  the  springing 
well  rise  up  afresh  and  flow  out,  then  at  it  I  go 
again  as  long  as  fountain,  or  spring-well,  cr  pool, 
river  or  stream,  dew  or  rain  last;  aifd  thea 
again  I  seem  to  be  dried  up  like  a  potsherd,  no 
noistore  either  in  the  fleece  or  in  tlie  floor,  then 
I  pray  and  a  terrible  answer  in  righteousness 
eomes,  and  into  the  furnace  I  go,  caviliinf^ 
kicking,  murmuring  and  fretting  till  I  get  to  the 
bottom ;  when  the  anchor  of  hope  forbids  any 
farther  descent,  then  up  I  come  meek  and  soft, 
weeping  and  rejoicing,  blessing  and  praising, 
kissing  and  hugging  till  I  have  killed  all  my  com^ 
farts,  or  hugged  them  to  death,  and  tlien  like 
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Samson  shorn  of  bis  locks,  I  fret  and  repine. 
My  love  to  all  that  favor  the  Son  of  God. 

Ever  yours, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LErrER  VII. 

TO  T.  O. 


Ilelmsley. 
Dear  Tommyy 

''The  winter  is  past,  the  rain  is  over 
and  gone,  the  flowers  appear  on  the  earth,  the 
time  of  the  singing  of  birds  is  come,  and  the  voice 
of  the  turtle  is  heard  in  our  land  ;'*  and  this  is 
the  time  that  cripples,  invalids,  and  old  age  with 
her  crutches  creep  out  of  their  holes ;  and  it  is 
the  poor,  the  halt,  the  lame,  the  maimed  and  the 
blind,  that  are  invited  to  grace  the  marriage  feast 
of  the  Lamb  of  God  yea,  these  mystic  mem- 

bers compose  the  bride,  the  king's  daughter,  and 
the  Lamb's  wife :  "  He  that  hath  the  bride  is  the 
bridegroom."  Peace  in  the  conscience  is  the 
soul's  bridal  shoes,  faith  is  the  bride's  hand,  the 
actings  of  faith  or  the  exercises  of  it  are  the 
bride's  fingers,  and  when  faith  can  act  on  the 
love  of  God  so  as  to  bring  it  in,  love  is  the  soul's 
bridal  ring.  Imputed  righteousness  put  on  by 
faith  is  the  souTs  wedding  garment,  the  Spirit 
and  his  grace  are-  the  church's  inward    glory. 
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and  love  to  the  truth  is  the  chain  of  her  neck ;  a 
sense  of  pardoning  love  is  her  lamp  of  sal- 
vation, and  joy  is  the  oil  in  her  vessel:  "The 
light  of  the  righteous  rejoiceth,  when  the  lamp 
of  the  wicked  is  put  out.** 

The  incarnation  of  Christ  is  his  espousing  our 
nature,  and  regeneration  is  our  open  espousals 
to  him ;  he  is  by  the  former  flesh  of  our  flesh, 
and  by  the  latter  we  are  joined  to  the  Lord, 
and  are  one  spirit  with  him.  And,  ^*  He  that 
loveth  is  born  of  God;"  and  to  desire  bim» 
(Christ)  above  all,  is  love  in  the  smoking  flax^ 
for,  **The  desire  of  a  man  is  his  kindness;"  bu^ 
love  in  the  joy  of  it  is  love  not  in  the  smoke,  but 
in  the  heat  and  in  the  flame.  Pray  how  does 
Mrs.  O.  do?  Tell  her  that  the  troubler  of 
Israel,  the  Coalheaver,  the  Doctor,  sends  his 
kind  love  to  her,  wishing  her  ail  peace,  health, 
wealth,  and  prosperity,  long  life  and  liberty,  and 
the  enjoyment  of  that  sun  which  never  goes 
down.  All  hail !  and  good  success  to  us  farmers. 
God  speed  the  plough,  and  bless  the  seed  sown^ 
and  increase  the  fruits  of  righteousness  by 
settling  the  furrows,  watering  the  ridges,  blessing 
the  springing,  and  crowning  the  harvest 

Amen  and  amen  says^ 

W.  H. 


You  iiave  forgot  yc 
to  me,  but  I  suppose  satt 
Womes  the  miserable, 
be  of  the  devil's  privy 
Secrets  of  his  inferoal  ( 
he  never  will  prophesy  an; 
listen  to  none  of  his  ten 
nothing  of  God's  purpose 
state.  He  is  the  enemy  i 
ft  murderer,  and  aims  at  i 
0f  his  own  broken  kingc 
divided  against  himself, 
and  him  alone,  hath  madf 
Justice  by  putting  away 
himself,  and  hath  made 
his  cross  for  us ;  there 
to  be  made,  that  work  : 
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other  righteousness  thi^n  this,  nor  is  any  other . 
ever  to  be  wrpught  out  far  q^r  justific^tioB  before 

God.  ;   ; 

If  thou  art  patching  thiis^  spotless  robe  with- 
thy  old  cloth,  they  will  never  c^gre^,  the  reol 
will  only  bei  rnade  worae,  aod  so  you  will  feel  it  • 
The  law  itself  forbids  a  garmeot  of  linea  and 
woollen  together.  You  seiQni  to  metp  be.a  friead 
to  the  devil,  for  instead  of  resisting  you  ratbev 
invite  him;  and  instead  of  fighting  you  start 
aside,  cast  away  your  bow,  give  up  all  coofideoce,. 
refuse  all  comfort,  and  in  effect  say,  take  me 
devil.  I  know  a  choice  man  of  God,  who  in 
bis  distress  of  soul,  desired  Gpd  to  d^mn  him 
that  he  might  know  the  worst  of  his  state ;  what 
19  this  but  praying  against  God's  decree,  and 
desiring  to  meet  the  devil  half  way?  I  know  a 
woman  who,  in  an  hour  of  temptation  had  listened 
to  Satan  till  she  was  quite  sick  of  it,  cried  out 
and  said,  I  will  never  believe  I  shall  be  dammed 
till  I  am  in  hell;  she  fought  more  like  a  man 
than  a  woman^  but  you  fight  more  iik^  a 
child  than  a  man.  The  Lord  knew  ihftt  wt^ 
all  were  transgressors  from  the  wooib,  aod  are 
bent  to  backslide ;  but  he  has  pron^ised  to  heal 
our  backslidings  and  love  us  freely* 

The  Lord  has  set  his  long  forbearing  mercy 
against  our  propensity  to  offend,  his  slowness  to 
anger  against  our  hourly  follies,  his  riches  against 
our   deep   poverty,   and    his    abounding    graca 


"  Cast  not  away  your 
a  recompense  of  reward 
ariM,  he  caUeth  tbee."  ' 
sbUt  be  made  whole." 
-.'Tell  ^Four  sister  I  hi 
plaee  of  servitude,  and  a 
good  one,  which  I  am  vei 
her  to  beg  of  Christ  to 
heart,  he  witl  have  no  leai 
habitation ;  and  when 
that  he  will  keep  all  otl 
the  contrite  heart  to  no 
sceptre,^  and  grace  reigns 
his  laws,  and  erects  his 
be  gives  his  keys  and  sets 
ere  here.  Blessed  is  tha 
bysucb  a  sovereign,  and 
Kins  who  deiens  to  dwell 
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LETTER  IX. 


I  THANK  my  kind   friend   for  all  his  goo4- 

tidings,  they  comfort  my  heart.    But is  at  my 

former  work,  envying  the  visions  of  some,  and 
the  penny  of  others.  This  part  of  your  letter 
furnished  me  with  a  text  for  last  Monday  nighl; 
take  the  substance  of  it.  It  is  the  Lord^s  promise 
that  he  will  manifest  himself  to  his  children^ 
John  xiv.  21.  This  manifestation  is  sometimes 
corporeal,  as  among  the  Jews  before  his  death, 
and  to  his  disciples  after  his  resurrection ;  thej 
saw  him  and  handled  him. 

There  is  a  spiritual  manifestation  in  open 
vision  to  the  enlightened  understanding :  this 
John  saw,  the  Lamb  slain  on  the  throne,  and  hi 
the  robe  of  his  glorified  humanity  among  the 
candlesticks.  Isaiah  saw  him  in  dyed  gar- 
ments, and  in  the  sixth  chapter  on  his  throne 
of  glory ;  Daniel  also,  and  Ezekiel  too  as  priest^ 
in  the  ninth  chapter,  and  as  king  in  the  first 
chapter,  and  in  the  eleventh.  But  although  such 
a  sight  is  most  desirable,  yet  this,  abstractedly 
considered,  is  not  salvation ;  the  kingdom  of 
God  stands  in  power,  nor  does  faith  stand  ia 
sights,  but  in  the  power    of    God.      Balaam's 
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vision  was  most  illustrious,  but  not  attended 
with  the  power  of  grace ;  nor  do  I  believe  that 
the  elders  of  Israel  fared  any  better,  they  saw 
him,  but  felt  not  his  ppwer,  for,  ^'  Upon  the 
nobles  he  laid  not  his  hand,"  £xod.  xxiv.  8 — 12. 
Blessed  are  they  that  have  not  thus  seen,  and 
yiet  have  believed.  I  saw  him,  but  sight  of  itself 
is  not  sufficient,  my  salvation  was  felt;  pardon, 
love,  joy  and  peace  flowed  in — ^guilt,  fear/ 
bondage,  condemnation  and  wrath  vanished ; 
when  faith,  hope,  and  rest  flowed  in,  and  evan-' 
gelical  repentance  flowed  out. 

He  promises  to  manifest  himself  to  us,  but 
we  must  not  limit  his  promise.  A  thing  may  be 
manifested  by  sight,  to  the  ear  also,  and  to  the 
feeling;  weigh  and  compare  the  following  texts: 
God  makes  manifest  the  savour  of  his  knowledge, 
2  Cor.  ii.  14.  It  is  life  eternal  to  know  God 
in  his  dear  Son.  The  mystery  of  Christ  is 
manifested  by  the  power  of  his  word,  Col.  iv.  3. 4. 
Any  one  benefit  of  Christ's  death  to  the  conscience, 
is  to  us  a  proof  of  God  manifest  in  the  flesh, 
1  Tim.  iii.  16.  There  is  a  manifestation  of  the 
truth,  2  Cor.  iv.  2;  and  truth  is  to  make  us 
free.  There  is  a  manifestation  of  God  the 
Father's  name,  John  xvii.  6;  /md  what  that  name 
is,  see  Exodus  xxxiv.  5 — 7  ;  and  there  is  a  mani- 
festation of  the  Spirit,  which  is  for  our  profit, 
1  Cor.  xii.  7.  These,  and  all  these  are  Christ ; 
*  he  came  that  we  might  have  life,   by  faith,    by 


hope,  by  love^  by  the  Spirit ;  ^n^  by  the  wov4 
^f  truth  he  dwells  m  us.  An({  ^uch  somU  art 
iQaoifestively  thq  epistles  of  Chd^  l^tving  fdit^ 
bope,  and  pe^ce,  itk  a  teader,  feeling  consciencfV 
which  is  what  is  meant  by  the  i^esbly  tables  ^ 
the  heart. 

Iret  this  suffice^  9pd  be  sure  of  tbi3^  that  tbt 
peatest  blessing  uijider  heaven  is  divine  U^i 
this  Christ  came  to  give^  and  let  this  be  ottf 
comfort  in  our  affile tion,,  his  word  has  quickened 
us.  I  beg  my  duty  tq  S.  my  kind  love  tQ  Mr,  SU 
ajso  to  our  friend  J^  wha  UbpHry  witj^  u^  in  tJM 

word  and  doctrine- 
s'$L 


LETTER  X. 

Dear  Friend, 

Three  of  yours  lay  by  ipe  une^nswef edi^ %Ut 
having  this  cold  weather  but  little  y^e  of  a^  peq, 
and  never  having  been  a  master  qf  i^t,  it  becomei 
pow  no  small  difficulty.  But  man  in  hia  6rft 
birth  is  born  to.  trouble,  and  if  regeo/^rated  be 
is  a  brother  born  for  adversity ;  his  flesh  upon 
him  shall  have  pain,  and  his  soul  within  him 
shall  mourn.  But  every  thing  that  drives  us  to 
God  and  deadens  us  to  the  world,  is  for  the 
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souVs  good;  troubles  keep  the  faith  in  exercise, 
and  the  soul  in  motion ;  prayer  is  at  work,  and 
this  empties  the  vessel  of  its  unhallowed  burthen, 
till  the  devil  comes  with  a  fresh  cargo.  How 
nearly  allied  are  the  devil  and  man*s  carnal 
mind;  and  if  a  man  knows  and  adores  his 
Saviour,  who  is  the  saint*s  rock  and  the  sinner's 
stumbling  block,  what  thousands  of  engines  will 
satan  employ  to  make  the  cross  heavy. 

I  am  surrounded  with  the  most  bitter  enemies 
in  the  ministry,  and  in  profession,  besides  the 
treachery  and  deceitfulness  of  pretended  friends, 
who  quench  the  spirit  of  love,  and  wriggle  them- 
selves out  of  all  concern  and  prayer  for  them 
that  are  near  to  me;  and  yet  in  the  midst  of  all 
this  I  have  uncommon  success,  beyond  all  that  I 
have  ever  seen;  this  is  some  comfort,  though 
they  are  increased  that  trouble  me:  yet  they  do 
not  pass  altogether  unnoticed  of  God  who  fill 
their  sermons  with  invectives  against  me.  And 
this  I  have  long  observed,  that  those  who  set 
themselves  against  ruling  powers,  are  in  the 
general  enemies  to  the  godhead  of  him  by  whom 
they  rule.  But  there  is  an  end  of  all  this,  and 
the  expectation  of  hope  shall  not  be  cut  off,  and 

I  must  lay  at  anchor.      Farewell. 

W.  H. 
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LETTER  XI. 

God  still  blesses  the  antinomian,  and  many 
rage,  storm,  and.  curse  the  more.  -  Oppression 
exercised  upon  the  household  of  faith,  fills  the 
measure  apace,  and  when  that  is  full  go  they 
must;  but  all  these  secret  things  will  be  made 
known  and  come  abroad,  and  our  eyes  will  see 
their  works  and  their  rewards.  Both  God  and 
conscience,  wise  virgins  and  foolish,  charchmen 
and  dissenters,  articles  and  homilies;  the  ex- 
aminations of  the  clergy,  and  the  subscriptions 
of  dissenting  teachers;  yea,  law  and  gospel,  all, 
all  with  one  voice  approve  and  acquit,  justify 
and  admire,  sanctify  and  glorify  the  men  in 
whom  is  found  that  faith  that  worketh  by  love. 
These  are  the  good  things  found  toward  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel. 

God  bless  you, 

S.S. 


LErrER  XIL 

TO  MISS   D. 


Dear  Friend,  Fellow -sinner  and  Fellow-sufferer,  Grace 
and  peace  be  muUipiied  through  our  Lord  and  Sa- 
viour Christ  Jesus. 

Cricklewood  House,  Edgware  Road. 

Report  tells  me,  that  thou  art  falleu  into 
the  hand,  and  under  the  rod  of  God  ;  that  as  the 
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searcher  of  all  hearls,  and 
is  now  displaying  liis  omi 
making  you  know  your  p 
thoughts,  and  tlie  ptoj^ue  oi 
its  enmity,  in  its  impenitenc 
in  its  rebellion  ;  its  guilt,  its 
its  frailty,  its  fear,  and  its  si 
that  ibis  report  may  Ite  true, 
characters  of  God's  darling 
his  anointings  and  appointn 
suited,  ordained,  and  inteud 
sinners,  in  these  their  perito 
sent,  but  unto  the  lost  ah 
Isi-iicl.  And  (Jttier  sheep  I 
this  fold,  them  also  I  must  I 
upon  nie,  because  he  hath  si 
tidings  to  the  meek,  to  bind  i 
to  open  the  prison  to  them  t 
set  at  liberty  them  that  are  L 
to  comfort  all  that  mourn 
hungry,  and  to  heal  the  sic) 
not  the  physician  :"  and  wo 
who  justify  themselves  befon 
This,  my  dear  girl,  is  In 
lined  out;  to  this  was  his  a] 
and  to  accomplish  this  w 
sent;  and  in  this  work  he  is 
to-day,  and  for  ever,  lleiicf 
'■  Behold,"  take  notice  of  ' 
with  me,  and  my  work  befor 
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us  frocn  sin,  quickens  the  dead,  and  justifies  tht 
ungodly ;  he  enlightens  the  soul,  works  faith  id 
the  mind,  and  by  the  discoveries  of  bis  dying  love 
be  binds  up  the  broken  hearted,  and  sets  at  liberty 
those  that  are  bruised,  and  is  the  cotnfort  of  them 
that  mourn  in  Zion. 

There  is  not  one  word  in  all  the  everlasting  goa* 
pel  against  a  sensible,  lost  and  undone  sinner^ 
who  feels  his  need  of  Jesus^  and  seeks  him  with 
all  his  heart,  no,  not  one  word.  Christ  himself 
invites  the  weary,  the  thirsty,  the  heavy-laden^ 
and  all  that  are  willing,  to  come  to  him,  and  to 
take  the  water  of  life  freely ;  and  declares,  that 
whosoever  cometh  he  will  in  no  wise  cast  out; 
and  his  gospel  is  not  yea  and  nay,  but  yea  and 
amen.  Be  of  good  cheer,  be  is  the  resurrection 
and  the  life,  and  whosoever  believeth  on  him  shall 
never  die.     Grace  and  peace  be  with  thee. 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON- 


LETTER  XIII. 


I  HAVE  just  corrected  my  last  sheet  of  the 
peony  per  day,  and  it  will  be  out  on  Sunday  next, 
if  nothing  prevent.  I  Imve  still  to  be  thankful 
that  I  do  not  labour  in  vain.  Last  Sunday  came 
into  the  vestry  one  crying  out  under  the  anointing ; 
qfiy  text  was,  *^  Because  of  the  savour  of  thy  good* 
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ointments,  tby  name  is  as  ointment  poured  fortfa^ 
therefore  do  the  virgins  love  thee,**  Song  i.  3. 

Poor  Mr.  B.  who  I  have  long  thought  was  almost 
buried  in  the  world,  has  been  long  and  sorely 
afflicted,  and  was  sullen,  dry,  barren,  and  stub- 
born under  the  rod,  and  I  began  to  stand  in  doubt 
of  him ;  but  God  has  lately  mingled  the  meekness, 
contrition,  humility,  and  compunction  of  his  Spirit 
with  his  heavy  afflictions,  and  it  is  wonderful  to 
see  the  sweetness^   dew,  and  w*armth  which  these 
influences  have  produced  in  him.    And  indeed  all 
trouble  is  hardening,  all  grief  terminates  in  self- 
pity,  all  sorrow  is  and  must  be  worldly,  or  des- 
perate sorrow,  and  all  trials  only  stir  up  ennnty, 
rage,  and  rebettion,  unless  the  Holy  Spirit  ope- 
rates upon  our  confused  chaos.     One  breath  of 
life  on  the  dry  ^ones,  one  motion  of  the  Spirit 
upon  our  darkness,  one  humbling  influence  upon 
our  worst  frames  gives  the  blessed  consecration, 
and  turns  all  our  troubles  into  a  divine  channel; 
making  sorrow,  godly  sorrow ;  grief,  pious  grief; 
trouble,    sanctified  afflictions.    ^Tribulation  be- 
comes a  purging  draught;  the  work  of  the  furnace 
becomes  in  its  effects  more  precious  than  gold ; 
our  stubbornness  makes  us  relent,  our  rebellion 
debases  us,  and  our  heart-risings  at  God  termi- 
nate in  cringing  to  him  in  love,  and  in  repentance 
towards  him  in  dust  and  ashes. 

He  turns  the  stony  heart  into  a  springing  well, 
and  the  shadow  of  death  into  the  morning;  and 
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1  have  oflen  wondered  where  we  should  go,  into 
what  unfathomable  depths  of  woe  we  should  plunge 
when  hurried  on  by  jealous  rage,  enmity,  hard- 
ness,  rebellion,  the  devifs  darts,  and  unbelief,  if 
the  heavenly  Dove  did  not  command  a  calm,  re- 
buke our  rage,  and  hover  qver  the  sin-disordered 
souL  r  am  more  than  sure  that  not  one  true  idea 
or  conception  of  God,  not  one  thought  worthy  of 
him,  no  veneration  for  his  name,  no  trust  in  hin^ 
Dor  gratitude  to  him,  but  what  springs  from  the 
prolific  operations  of  this  our  benevolent  Monitor^ 
Admonisher,  and  Intelligencer.  These  tilings  I 
have  long  watched  and* observed  with  much  atten* 
tion,  and  I  believe  that  my  own.  observations  on 
these  things,  have  in  the  general  agreed,  with  th^ 
experience  of  others,  who  have  been  at  all  ac- 
quainted with  the  internal  war  of  these  jarring 
principles;  the  different  claims,  cries,  and  cra^ 
vings,  so  contrary  the  ouq  to  the  other,  that  the 
wisest  and  best  of  guides  have  been  brought  to 
halt,  not  knowing  which  Lo  to  foUow,  or  which 
course  to  steer.  But  this  I  have  always  observed, 
that  the  worst  party  is  always  the  most  clamorous, 
the  most  sonorous,  the  most  violent,  and  strives 
the  hardest  for  mastery ;  the  other  is  still,  calm^ 
composed,  and  quiet,  having  nothing  to  fear  from 
banter,  bustle,  and  noise. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER  XIV. 

At  present  I  am  but  poorly  with  a  cold,  but 
I  am  more  and  more  sensible  of  the  preciousness 
t>f  Cbrist,  and  of  the  infinite  worth  of  a  good  hope, 
bodi  of  which  increase  daily  in  price  as  old  age 
comes  on,  and  the  mark  of  the  prize  approaches 
iiearer.  I  should  be  of  all  men  most  miserable 
were  it  not  for  a  precious  Saviour,  precious  &ith 
in  him,  and  many  precious  promises  te  encourage 
and  support  it  I  feel  an  increasing  debility, 
but  it  is  sanctified,  and  my  soul  cleaves  the  closer 
to  the  darling  of  all  lost  sinners.  Fix  your  eyes 
and  your  heart  upon  this  holy  one,  this  just  one, 
for  all  besides  will  delude,  disappoint,  and  ulti- 
mately deceive;  but  the  enduring  substance  must 
remain,  and  will  be  all-sufficient,  when  tins  world 
and  all  that  is  in  it,  yea,  heart  and  flesh  all  foil 
together.  Christ  is  and  will  be  the  prize,  when 
all  besides  is  a  blank. 

Your's  most  aflfectionately, 

W.  H.  S.  Sc 


LETTER  XV. 

Dear  Sarah, 

I  WAS  very  sorry  to  hear  of  -—  being  in 
the  furnace,  but  man  is  bora  to  trouble  by  bis 
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first  birth,  and  by  the  second  he  is  a  brother  born 
for  adversity.  These  things  are  grievous,  but 
they  are  great  blessings  when  sanctified  to  us,  I 
mean,  when  by  the  Spirit's  operations  on  us  we  are 
meekened,  softened,  humbled,  and  made  tender- 
hearted, and  become  submissive  and  more  resigned 
to  the  will  of  God  by  them.  As  to  myself,  I 
generally  find  my  spirit  stubborn  and  rebellious 
when  the  rod  comes  on,  but  afterward  it  yields 
the  fruits  of  peace,  humility,  quietude,  and  con- 
trition, which  are  more  precious  in  the  sight  of 
God  than  all  the  gaudy  and  fair  shew  in  the  i^esb^ 
Mrhich  is  set  off  and  so  much  admired  by  theadvo* 
cates  of  natural  religion. 

Sure   I  am  that    my  gains  have  befen  great 
by  the  furnace,  it  is  buying  of  Christ  gold  tried 
in  the  fire,  which  makes  us  rich  in  faith  though  it 
costs  us  much  pain;  and  we  are  compelled  to  part 
ivith  peace,  ease,  contentment,  rest^  &c.  all  which 
are  as  dear  to  us  as  a  down  bed,  or  a  path  paved 
with  moss.     However  I  bless  God  for  them  all, 
for  these  things  have  so  broken  my  spirit,  that  the 
Devil  himself  will  find  hard  work  to  petrify  it 
again ;  and  in  all  this  do  I  see  the  wisdom  of  God^ 
for  I  am  not  a  little  indulged  now  under  the  in* 
firmities  of  old  age,  which  did  not  use  to  be  the 
case  with  me  but  quite  the  reverse.     Farewell. 

Grace  and  peace  be  with  you. 

W.  H. 


OS 
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LETTER  XVI. 

Thine  Epistle  came  safe  when  I  was  pon- 
dering over  the  dreary  way,  and  the  thorny  paths 
that  have  appeared  in  my  pilgrimage.  One  place 
I  built  at  Worpolsdon  in  Surry,  that  they  took 
from  me;  another  at  Woking,  they  robbed  me  of 
that  also.  I  built  another  at  Sunbury  in  Middle- 
sex,  and  they  turned  me  out  of  that ;  and  this  has 
been  set  on  fire  twice,  and  now  burnt  down :  but 
none  of  these  things  move  me,  the  offence  of  the 
cross  is  not  ceased,  the  life  of  Christ  and  the  cross 
are  inseparable;  no  life,  no  cross. 

The  only  place  that  will  admit  us  is  Grub 
Street.  Last  Thursday  my  friends  agreed  for 
that,  and  the  report  of  this  so  spread  in  two  days, 
that  more  than  two  thousand  attended,  and  some 
hundreds  that  could  not  get  in.  This  was  the 
first  time  they  heard  me  since  the  fire,  and  their 
wishful  looks,  their  glee,  and  the  sympathy  of 
their  countenances  put  me  to  the  test — I  longed 
for  Joseph's  weeping  apartment,  for  I  had  hard 
work  to  refrain  and  conceal.  But  I  swallowed, 
and  I  shunned  every  pathetic  expression,  and  by 
breaking  out  into  a  fiery  zeal  I  soared  above  it. 
I  admire  the  lamb  in  the  closet,  but  the  lion  best 
becomes  the  pulpit,  and  I  am  a  better  master,  aud 
more  acquavuleA  \\\\.ti  \.\av?»  art  than  most. 
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I  concluded  when  the  fire  happened,  that  God^ 
intended  it  to  drive  roe  into  the  country,  either  into 
the  north,  or  into  Suffolk  and  Ely,  for  it  matters 
not  to  me  where.     God  is  my  rest^  refuge,  and 
dwelling  place,  and  if  I  feel  him  I  am  at  home  go' 
where  I  may.     The  {leople  had  heard  of  this  and ' 
made  great  lamentation,    and  having  fasted   a* 
whole  month  they  have  tried  the  letter  men,  not 
as  formerly  with  the  dew  on  their  branch,  but* 
with  a  thirsty  soul,  and  have  returned  with  the 
pitchers  empty,  finding  no  water.  .  But  my  dwel- 
ling is  still  to  be  where  satan's  seat  is,  in  the  midst 
of  them  that  would  swallow  me  up  whole  as  the 
grave,  and  alive  as  those  that  go  into  the  pit     At 
present  we  are  all  in  motion,  some  looking  out 
for  a  spot  of  ground,  some  bringing  their  offer- 
ings,  others  wishing  the  glory  of  the  latter  house 
may  exceed  the  glory  of  the  former ;  but  it  is  to 
bear  the  same  name,  this  I  gave  them  to  under- 
stand from  the  pulpit,  and  assigned  the  following 
reasons  for  it :  that  unless  God  provided  men  to 
work,  and  money  to  pay  them,  and  materials  to 
work  with,  no  chapel  could  be  erected,  and  if  he 

provided  all  these.  Providence  must  be  its  name. 
And  it  goes  by  this  name  already,  and  that  justly, 
for  though  we  have  no  chapel  but  in  imagination, 
yet  providence  still  exists. 

A  very  noble  house  at  the  top  of  Portland  Place 
belonging  to  Lord  Foley  has  a  very  large  garden 
about  it,  alid  this  large  garden  is  to  be  sold,  or 
let  to  build  on ;  we  aire  now  after  a  piece  of  it : 
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tibr  chapel  will  no  doabt  be  ait  ftye-sora  to 
Portland  Place.  Who  knowa  nvhereunto  tikifl 
iBay  grow  ?  and  who  can  tell  but  the  hand  of 
God  may  be  in  tfaisi  and  that  it  may  fall  out  to 
the  furtherance  of  the  gospel?  I  shall  set 
myself  upon  the  watch-tower  till  the  vision 
speaks,  which  in  t^  end  will  be  made  so  plain 
as  to  enable  me  both  to  read  and  to  nm^  fb? 
there  is  no  runnii^  in  obedieoce  till  the  mind  be 
instructed  in  the  way> 

Adieu. 

W.  H. 
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LETTER  XVII. 

I  HAVE  been  busy  in  bringing  out  a  book* 
and  my  hand  getting  unsteady  it  is  but  now  and 
then  that  I  can  write  at  all.  But  I  find  that  sore 
conflicts  are  attended  with  some  new  discoveries 
of  new  things,  which  are  intended  to  mix  with 
the  old ;  and  in  the  pulpit  I  find  an  increase  of 
energy,  ai^d  this  brings  an  increase  of  hearers, 
and  amon^  these  there  appears  an  increase  of 
awakened  souls.  Deep  troubles  lead  into  the 
deep  waters  of  the  sanctuary^  and  in  these  the 
Spirit  searches  the  deep  things  of  God ;  in 
these  depths  we  are  made  to  sef  and  feel  the 
things  that  aie  faefeVj  %\n^w  ua  of  God,    Almost 


t>f  the  fire,  or  out  of  the  water ;  and  I  observe 
that  whatsoever  comes  not  &om  bence,  has  but 
little  heat  or  moisture  in  it. 

This  furnace  work  debases,  mortifies,  and 
humbles  the  instrument,  and  empties  it  of  self; 
its  weakness  and  feebleness  is  felt,  and  the  mind 
is  turned  to  the  all-sufficient  arm  of  the  Lord, 
and  from  hence  fresh  power  is  infused  into  the 
new  man,  which  makes  grace  sufficient  And 
as  out  of  the  mouth  of  babes  he  perfects  praise, 
so  out  of  human  frailty  he  perfects  powfer  by 
making  us  feel  that  we  are  but  bruised  reecis, 
and  yet  in  him  hrazen  walls  and  iron  pillars. 

Nor  does  this  divine  power  ever  appear  more 
perfect  or  more  sufficient  to  perform  and  perfect 
the  great  work  of  forming  sinners  anew,  than 
when  the  instrument  renounces  and  disclaims  all 
human  sufficiency ;  even  babes  will  sometimes 
«ay,  the  Lord  is  with  him,  what  power !  he  is 
strong  in  the  Lord !  the  Lord  is  with  him  of  a 
truth.  The  treasure  of  grace  and  truth,  by  the 
Spirit,  is  lodged  in  the  earthen  vessel,  that  the 
excellency  and  the  power  may  appear  to  be  of 
God  and  not  of  us ;  hence  it  is  needful  that  our 
frailty  and  emptiness  should  be  sometimes  seen 
when  we  are  left  of  God,  and  his  power  as 
conspicuous  when  blessed  with  his  presence. 

W.H.  S.S. 

My  lote  to  S.  Mr.  B.  E.  and  all  the  seed 
roval. 
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LETTER  XVIII. 


To  W.  J. 


My  Son, 

When  thou  wast  in  town  I  was  just  ready 
to  say  to  you  as  Joseph  did  to  his  fellow-prisoners, 
"  Why  look  ye  so  sadly  to-day  ?"  I  hope  times 
are  better  with  thee  now,  "  The  rod  and  re- 
proof give  wisdom,  but  a  child  left  to  himself 
will  fall."  If  sorrow  succeeds  the  rod  it  is 
sanctified  to  us,  "  By  sorrow  of  heart  the  spirit 
is  broken,  and  by  the  sadness  of  the  countenance 
the  heart  is  made  better."  There  is  no  rod  laid 
npon  us  but  what  we  make  ourselves,  we  cut 
the  birch  and  bind  it  up,  God  only  uses  it. 
"  Hast  thou  not  procured  these  things  to  thy- 
self? "  this  is  the  question  asked ;  and  tlie  answer 
is,  "  I  will  bear  the  indignation  of  the  Lord, 
because  I  have  sinned  against  him,  until  he 
plead  my  cause,  ^nd  execute  judgment  for  me,'* 
&c.  Micah  vii.  9.  By  these  things  we  learn  to 
walk  upright,  by  these  things  we  grow,  by 
these  things  we  learn,  by  these  things  we  live, 
and  in  all  these  things  is  the  life  of  our  spirits, 
so  God  revives  us  and  makes  us  to  live.  These 
are  our  swings,  our  leading-strings,  and  our  go- 
carts,  and  all  little  enouo:h  to  teach  us  to  set 
one  foot  before  another  in  faith,  or  to  make 
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straight  paths  for  our  feet;  and  surely  there 
never  was  any  nurse,  governess,  father  or  mother 
so  tender,  kind,  careful,  pitiful,  and  affectionate 
as  bur  dear  and  dearly  beloved  Lord  Jesus 
Christ:  ^^  His  wrath  is  but  a  moment,  in  his 
favor  is  life ;  weeping  may  endure  for  a  nighty 
but  joy  Cometh  in  the  morning,"  PsaL  xxx.  5* 

Go  to  him  again  my  son,  he  will  wipe  thine 
eyes,  comfort  thine  heart,  and  bid  thee  go  in 
peace ;  he  knows  our  frame,  and  he  knows  thoa 
art  a  stubborn  one,  who  will  want  a  good  many 
yokes,  clogs,  and  fetters  by  the  way ;  he  will 
bring  them  forth  and  put  them  on  just  as  thy 
folly  Clalls  for  them,  and  make  all  things,  thy 
old  man  and  all,  work  together  for  thy  good* 
Tender  my  kind  love  to  your  mother,  and  to  the 
person  that  sent  the  hare,  and  thank  him  for  it. 
My  respects  to  W.  and  all  friends  that  love  my 
JViaster  Jesus. 

While  I  remain,  ever  your's, 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON, 


■B 


LETTER  XIX. 

I  WAS  not  a  little  pleased  to  hear  that 
little  encouragement  attended  the  reading  the 
penny  a  day,  a  little  of  that  coin  ^oes  a  great 
way,  and  enough  to  support  life  is  promised  at 
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fte  worst  of  times.  If  no  roast  lamb,  if  no 
fiitted  calf,  if  no  oil  from  tlie  olive,  no  honey 
fiiom  tbe  rock ;  if  no  tinccre  milk  of  the  word, 
nor  new  wine  of  the  kingdom,  yet  this  remains: 
^  Bread  shall  be  given  him,  his  waters  shiatU  be 
wre;"  they  shall  have  life  m  their  souls,  and 
refreshmga  in  their  sorrows,  so  that  condemna* 
tion  shall  not  enter  into  them,  nor  the  fiery  trial 
wither  them.  G«~'&  account  does  me  good; 
God  has  taken  two  that  dwelt  in  the  wilderness, 
snd  slept  in  the  woods ;  I  am  glad  to  hear  of 
€very  appearrag  of  Christ  at  Cranbrook  ;  Christ 
most  assuredly  is  visiting  the  weald  of  Kent 

Alx)ut  twenty-twa  years  ago,  a  young  woman, 
housemaid  to  the  Earl  of  ,  came  to  hear 

me,  and  after  some  time  was  called,  but  never 
spake  to  me.  Soon  after  the  Lord  s  Master  of 
the  Horse  married  her,  and  they  both  went  to 
the  country  house  at  P.  in  Sussex.  About  two 
years  ago  her  husband,  being  wealthy,  left  his 
place  and  came  to  town,  and  she  came  and 
owned  the  relationship,  and  claimed  her  pa- 
rentage, and  was  soon  charmingly  revived.  A 
few  months  ago  she  drooped,  and  a  fortnight 
ago  died  in  a  most  glorious  manner :  now  said 
she  I  see  what  I  am  sent  to  town  for,  to  be 
f^crvtd,  and  established,  and  ripened  for  heaven. 
l%n  to  have  the  full  account  of  it,  as  one  of 
Atif' -ht^mbers  was  there  and  abode  with  her. 
yiiit'  before  'she  went  off  the  woman  asked, 
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^  Should  you  not  like  to  see  the  Doctor?'  SI10 
answered,  ^  Yes,  I  should  like  to  see  himi  but 
J  can  go  now  without  my  cratches.'  I  think 
you  wiU  see  this  account  in  prints  if  time 
permit 

Her  husband,  who  has  been  not  v^  kind  to 
)ier,  wanders  about  melancholy,  saying,  bo 
never  saw  such  a  death  in  this  world,  nor  docs 
lie  believe  that  there  is  in  all  the  world  a  more 
niAerable  man  than  himself.  I  have  heard  that 
lie  talks  of  going  into  the  country ;  any  where 
will  mournful  sinners  run  rather  than  mourn  in 
2ion,  where  the  promised  blessing  is.  My  love 
to  Sarah  and  the  children* 

W.H.  S-S. 
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LETTER  XX. 

Friend  Jane, 

Ha  vi  N6  some  thoughts  that  you  are  desirous 
of  altering  your  state,  which  I  know  by  sad 
experience  to  be  a  wretched  one,  permit  me  to 
jgive  thee  a  litJIjle  advice  about  the  object  of  thy 
fhoice,  and  the  match.  The  adorable  object^ 
the  grand  persQnage,  who  is  the,  king  of  lov^ 
and  of  all  real  lovers,  is  one  that  Ipvetib  at  all 
times :  but  he  differs  fiom  all  other. lovers  in  his^  ^ 
ivays  of  shewing  itt      He  often    draw^  and 


allure  at  first,  but  it  is  often  seen  as  soon  as  we 
b^in  to  be  alarmed  that  the  rod  comes  on ;  ^^  As 
many  as  I  love  I  rebuke  and  chasten :"  and  often 
die  courtship  is  carried  on  by  frowns^  crosses, 
suspicions,  trials,  cold  indifferences,  jealousies^ 
and  sad  searchings  of  heart;  ^^All  the  churches 
*hall'know  that  I  am  he  which  searches  the  reins 
and  hearts.  "^ 

We  came  into  this  world  wedded  to  the  law, 
we  are  bom  in  a  self-righteous  spirit,  and  our 
pride  loves  some  ground  of  boasting,  which  the 
law  doth  not  exclude ;  hence  God  sends  it  ho)ne 
to  us  to  discover  our  sin,  fill  us  with  fear,  terrify 
us  with  wrath,  and  condemn  us  to  death.  Here 
we  labour  hard,  and  mean  well,  but  as  we  can 
give  the  law  no  love,  the  law  can  give  us  no 
life,  hence  a  divorce  is  needful.  This  law  has 
dominion  over  us  as  long  as  we  live  and  no 
longer.  When  it  has  discovered  our  crimes,  and 
cursed  us  to  death ;  when  despair  of  self  invades 
us;  when  vain  confidence  fails;  when  false 
notions  of  a  God  all  mercy  are  destroyed,  and 
legal  hope  gives  up  the  ghost— —then  we  are 
loosed  from  that  law,  and  are  no  adulteresses 
though  we  make  a  better  choice,  and  get  married 
to  another  man,  "  Even  to  him  who  is  raised  from 
the  dead,  that  we  should  bring  forth  fruit  unto 
God,"  Rom.  vii.  4. 

'  TOiis  strange  divorce  is  absolutely  necessary, 
and  of  great  use  to  us,  because  the  sentence  of 
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the  law  wounds  the  spirit,  and  a  wounded  spirit 
withers  all  carnal  love,  and  crucifies  us  to  all 
the  lovers,  or  to  all  the  things  loved,  which 
this  world  can  afford.  This  paves  the  way 
for  the  Lord  to  have  all  the  heart,  He  that 
lovcth  any  one  better  than  me  is  not  worthy 
of  me,  Mat  x.  37.  The  law  makes  sad  work 
with  our  linsey-woolsey  garment;  the  fig-leaf 
dress  becomes  very  much  tattered,  and  torn; 
we  pull  it  about  us  this  way  and  that  way,  but 
all  in  vaip.  Our  filthiness  is  in  our  skirts,  our 
heels  are  still  bare,  there  is  a*  time  to  rend  and  a 
time  to  sew  ■  but  neither  the  fig-leaf  dress, 
nor  the  new  cloth  patched  to  our  old  garments, 
will  make  a  robe  for  the  Lamb's  wife.  Sin  and 
fear,  guilt,  filth  and  shame  appear  to  our  con- 
fusion when  we  have  done  our  best ;  both  top 
and  tail,  fore  bodies  and  hind  bodies,  the  stuff 
and  the  body  lining,  all  is  bad,  it  is  filthy 
rags. 

The  Lord's  most  Holy  Spirit  reveals  the 
atonement,  this  makes  us  nigh;  by  the  dis- 
coveries of  his  own  love  he  knits  the  marriage 
knot,  and  always  embraces  his  spouse.  En- 
wrapped in  his:  own  robe  O  how  does  such  an 
highly  favored  soul  blush,  when  irresistible 
love  compleats  the  conquest,  and  seals  the  end- 
less union!  Humility  and  meekness  adorn  the 
mind,  sweet  submission  bedecks  the  will,  peace 
becalms  tlie  conscience,  love  enflames  the  heart, 
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wbile  tbe  n^wf  of  j^  mvfce  tlf^  xuimttMeM 
oofo^y*  whic^  is.  an  onuonenei  of  greoe  to  tfai 
bend,  sad  « teiHtr  to  itK;  hyjiOQiite  in  Zwtu    . 

Press  iorw^afd.  Jitne,  QoA  iSKOfi*  '*  It  is  jmH 
gpod  l^t  autt«8li0i|14  be  tlovfe,^  GCi 
it  tt  the  woois4  iAdam  tibtt «  «^^ 
God  calU  him  a  biiiegrotmi  «|id.ahwb6i^^  flUi 
tfa^Drefore  he  must  many.;  Ood  calls  hiai  liila^ 
wifie  ao^verhati^.liMihery  a9d  tbcrdfil^rt-lw 
mi)8t  have  a  wi£&  and  fvuttily^  and  be^caniitwe 
mother  but  ajooi^  iia;^  JbMaiifeiie  is  nkaai^  m  <3MK 
satuceii  a  brothiar  df  0111%  and;a  tefcj 
mac :  if  he  tunas  hk  bade  upon  ub  ] 
without  a  body,  a  kiHg  ¥rithout  aabjedB,  a  fant^ 
baad  widiout  a  wifci»  aod  a  fiither  without  s 
faaiily.  » 

In  this  match,  Jane,  expect  both  lihe  wodi 
and  the  devil  to  forbid  the  banns,  for  both  aM 
aveiBe  to  the  match ;  but  remember  thatadi' 
joint  here  is  the  endless  tie  of  a  threefold 
Hie  Father  cH(N»e  the  daughter,  and  proposed 
match ;  the  Son  accepts  the  spouse  in  the 
oi  endless  wedlock ;  imd  the  Holy  Spirit 
nesses  the  unicm,  and  possesses  the  bride  till 
consummation  of  the  marriage  in  heaven, 
other  banns  of  imion  are  a  rope  of  sand,  ^ 
my  hand  You  mnat;^  distinguish  £aaa' 
£rom  JaopVs  voice. 


4T 


LETTER  XXI. 

I  RECEIVED  Sarahs  Epistk,  and  am  heartily 
glad  to  find  that  she  is  still  in  the  furnace.  Our^ 
election  can  never  be  known  without  it;  God 
has  chosen  us  in  the  furnace  of  affliction ;  and 
it  is  in  the  fire  that  we  are  to  call  upon  God, 
and  to  be  answered  by  God,  and  likewise  to  be 
owned  and  acknowIe4ged  by  him  as  his  own, 
ReadZech.  xiii.  9;  and  therefore  there  can  be 
no  hope  without  the  fire.  Every  work  is  to  be 
tried,  revealed,  and  made  manifest  by  fire.  Read 
the  first  epistle  of  Corinthians,  the  third  chapter; 
and  I  know  of  no  one  ingredient  in  the  furnace 
worse  than  spiritual  and  carnal  jealousy.  I 
believe  I  had  neax  three  years  of  this  fuel  or 
coals  of  juniper;  and  if  you  will  read  the 
whole  account  of  Sarah  and  Hagar,  Jacob, 
Rachel,  Licah,  &c.,  you  will  see  little  else  than 
these  furious  fumes  among  them;  and  imder 
these  fits  tliey  carried  their  complaints  to  God, 
who  nevpr  failed  to  heai*  their  cries,  and  redress 
their  supposed  wrongs. 

For  my  part  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  work  for 
your  souls  good,  and  I  ground  my  liope  upon 
nothing  -else  but  the  troubles  that  you  labour 
under ;.^  who  makes  me  glad,  but  those  tliat 
I  §cc  ma^f  soiiowfui  ?    ]\Iy  lime-bumiug  cured 
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xne  of  one  member  of  the  old  man,  I  mean  inor- 
dinate affections ;  and  while  this  reigned  I  had 
but  half  a  heslrt  for  God,  but  when  this  idol 
was  purged  off  I  was  fit  for  his  service,  and  to 
be  sent  any  where.  No  devil,  Sarah,  can  ever 
prevail,  no  furnace,  flame,  fuel  or  fire  can  ever 
kindle ;  no  flood,  no  deluge  cm  ever  overwhelm 
a  soul  that  cries  day  and  night  to  the  darling, 
propitious,  and  eternal  Son  of  God.  Act  Hke 
David,  Sarah,  give  thyself  unto  prayer,  attend 
continually  upon  this  very  thing ;  they  that  sow 
in  tears  shall  reap  in  joy,  and  in  due  time  you 
shall  reap  if  you  faint  not.  This  in  every  time 
of  trouble  is  my  constant  employ,  and  sure  I  am 
that  nothing  has  been  too  hard  for  me  in  this 
work,  throughout  my  whole  pilgrimage.  Many 
a  snare,  many  a  mountain,  many  a  strong  com- 
bination against  me  have  I  blown  up,  dispersed, 
and  brought  to  confusion,  by  this  poor  little 
simple  weapon  called  *  all  prayer  :*  this,  Sarah^ 
is  your  arms  and  armour,  and  do  you  make  full 
proof  of  its  utility. 

As  the  vessel  conceives  its  burthen,  do  you 
pump  it  up  upon  your  knees  every  time  you  go ; 
you  will  lighten  it  of  its  cargo,  and  keep  it  above 
water,  Read  Psal.  cix.  S8 :  you  will  find  first  a 
wave  of  trouble  and  then  a  gale  of  glee,  afflic- 
tions and  comforts  — —  the  former  creates  an 
appetite,  and  the  latter  makes  hope  abound.  Th^ 
more  bitter  the  herbs,   the  sweeter  the  lamb; 
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tU  Cbiist'^  garments  smell  of  myrrli,  a^d  aloes, 
wd  with  these  ingredients  did  Joseph  and 
Nico^^Biua  embalm  the  Lord's  body;  and  all 
his  body  mystical  must  sh^e  the  same  bitter  and 
aweet.  John's  little  book,  and  EzekieFs  roll 
was  first  sweet  as  honey,  and  then  bitter  as  aloes. 
**  The  heart  knoweth  its  own  bitterness,  and  a 
stranger  intermeddleth  not  with  its  joy :'  ^'  In 
the  day  of  prosperity  be  joyful,  in  the  day  of 
adversity  consider ;  God  has  set  the  one  against 
the  other."  It  is  my  best  peace  with  God  to 
tJ^s  day,  ^^  Thou  hast  known  my  soul  in  ad- 
versity I  axKl  all  peace  must  be  weak  where  there 
is  no  trials,  nor  sensible  need  of  a  Sayiouf. 

Give  my  kind  love  to  poor——,  and  to  both 
your  brothers,  you  are  all  on  my  mind,  and  in  my 
heart,  and  I  wish  you  all  a  share  in  tlie  Master  s 
cup ;  and  tlutt  you  may  have  a  little  flogging  as 
well  as  the  poor  Doctor  is  my  wish.  God  bless 
Ihee,  so  prays, 

Your's  in  Christ, 

W.H.  S.S. 


*_ 


LETTER  XXII. 

Thursday. 

Your's  came  to  hand  last  night,  but  I  am 
very  busy.  Poor  Baker  is  dead.  About  a  month 
ago  I  weat  to  see  himi  and  he  seemed  swe^t;«ned 
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in  soul,  quite  resigned.  About  a  week  after  I 
called,  and  the  old  enemy  was  hard  at  him ;  his 
comforts  were  all  fled,  he  mourned  sadly,  and  wept 
like  a  child  weaned,  and  begged  that  I  would  not 
forget  him.  From  that  time  he  came  into  my 
mind  continually,  I  may  say  in  every  prayer  of 
mine ;  and  every  now  and  then  I  sent  him  a 
written  scrap  of  encouragement.  Last  Wednesday 
I  called  on  him  again ;  he  seemed  placid,  tranquil, 
and  very  happy ;  sweetly  softened,  meekened, 
and  comforted,  weeping  for  joy,  and  abounding 
in  hope.  When  I  left  him  he  rose  up  to  shake 
hands  with  me,  and  reeled  backward,  not  able 
to  stand,  and  said,  ^  Ah,  satan  cannot  get  me 
down  as  he  used  to  do.'  Being  much  pleased  I 
laughed,  and  said,  *  A  poor  creature  that  cannot 
stand  alone  is  bantering  the  devil,  is  not  this  a 
fulfilment  of  this  scripture,  "  Let  the  weak  say 
I  am  strong?"'    Joel  iii.  10. 

I  left  him  and  went  to  chapel,  saying  as  I 
went  along,  that  poor  James  was  then  in  his 
dying  frame,  and  began  to  be  perfumed  with 
the  Spirit's  spikenard.  On  Sunday  last,  at  half 
past  four  in  the  morning,  he  took  his  leave, 
uttering  these  words,  *  Let  the  weak  say  I  am 
strong,'  and  articulated  no  more.  He  had  no 
pain,  but  was  quite  worn  out,  so  that  not  a 
pulse  could  move.  He  is  to  be  buried  to-mor- 
row, and  on  Sunday  morning  I  intend  to  preach 
his  funeral,  at\d  ^^\\\?i^%  from  his  dying  words. 
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He  was  one  of  the  best  of  men;  a  dear  son  of 
mine,  and  had  stuck  close  to  me  for  upwards  of 
thirty  years,  and  he  now  reaps  the  benefit  of  it. 
On  Monday  next  I  set  off  for  Bristol  JMany 
have  strove  with  all  their  might  for  twenty 
years  to  keep  me  from  those  parts,  and  preachers 
have  circulated  reports  that  my  books  are  pro- 
hibited being  sold  by  government— this  is  to 
hinder  the  reading  of  them.  But  a  great  door 
and  effectual  is  opened  to  me,  and  there  are 
many  adversaries.  Men  shut  me  out  but  God 
enlarges  me;  men  make  me  stink,  but  God. 
perfumes  me.     Love  to  Sarah. 

Excuse  hfiste. 


LETTER  XXIII. 

,Thc  Cabin.    Monday  mortiing. 

With  duty  to  Mother  I  acquaint  her  that 
her  epistle  came  safe  to  hand:  am  -always  glad 
to  hear  from  ■■  ,  and  much  more  so  to  hear, 
and  I  am  enabled  to  believe,  that  God  has  given 
you  a  good  hope  through  grace.  Even  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord  there  b  strong  confidence,  and 
this  finds  a  place  of  refuge  ^  but  hope  affords 
support  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  and  weighs  the 
burdened  and  shattered  vessel  out  of  despon* 

x>  2 
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dency,  despair^  and  all  the  imaginaiy  and 
dismal  resoundings  of  helL  AQ  the  floods  of 
satan*s  rage  and  blasphemy,  and  all  the  filth, 
scum,  and  dregs  of  inbred  corruption,  can  never 
send  the  little  bark  to  the  bottom  with  a  gospel 
hope  on  board. 

Be  of  good  courage,  Mother,  wrestle,  strug* 
gle,  and  fight  hard ;  the  prize  is  worth  contend- 
ing for.  The  least  grain  of  faith  puts  on  the 
breastplate  of  righteousness,  and  this  is  in  a 
measure  perceptible  to  the  weakest  believer,  by 
the  subsiding  of  terrors,  by  some  sensible 
enlargement  from  bondage^  by  the  sensible 
suspensions  of  divine  anger,  and  by  all  our 
accusers  being  at  times  silenced,  bafiled,  blasted, 
and  put  to  the  rout  There  can  be  nothing  of 
this  in  the  quickened  soul  where  there  is  no 
faith,  no  imputed  righteousness.  Nothing,  no 
nothing  baffles  tlie  devil  like  gospel  hope,  and 
an  imputed  righteousness;  the  former  forbids  de- 
spair, and  the  latter  repels  the  curse.  Every  act  of 
faith,  every  T^val  of  hope,  Sveakens  the  deviKs 
shafts,  they  bftint  the  points  of  his  darts ;  and 
as  the  atonemeht  is  discovered  to  faith,  so  the 
malicious  flaiiie  of  satan'^  rage  h  quenclied. 
Satanic  fire  can  only  bum  in  guilt,  and  where 
there  is  none  of  this  fuel  to  feed  the  fire,  there 
it  must  go  out. 

Satan's  cnrse  hJis  no  effect  upon  God'5  blessing, 
his  aC(iUsai\o«s  csxcmcA.  ^^vic^  ^tnst  the  just, 


who  lives  by  £iith,  nor  can  his  reproaches  j>re- 
vail  against  the  satisfaction  of  our  surety^ 
^*  Thou  shalt/'  says  God,  "  forget  the  sham^  of 
thy  youth,''  which  springs  from  the  reoienibrance 
of  youthful  lusts ;  ^^  and  shalt  not  remember 
the  reproach  of  thy  widbwlx)od  any  more/'  that 
is,  the  reproaches  of  satan  when  our  souls  are 
cursed  and  divorced  from  the  law,  and  yet  we 
cannot  claim  the  better  husband  This  is  oun 
state  of  widowhood,  and  under  which  we  are 
often  saluted  with  a,  '  Whei-e  is  now  thy  God?^ 
and,  *  Where  is  now  thy  Jesus?*  Away  witkt 
you,  satan,  thou  hast  nothing  to  do  with  this, 
match,  for  thou  hast  neither  part  nor  lot  in  the^ 
matter,  this  voice  is  to  the  sons  of  men«  God 
says,  we  shall  forget  the  shame  of  our  youth, 
and  that  we  shall  remember  the  reproach  of  our 
widowhood  no  more;  for  our  maker  is  our 
husband,  IsaL  liv.  4.    Kind  love  to  both. 

S.  S. 


n      » 


LETTER  XXIV, 


Dear  Friend, 

Sarah  is  still  in  the  furnace,  and  in  the 
furnace  God  hath  chosen  us.  Christ  is  die  re- 
finer, the  elect  are  the  ore  to  be  tried,  sin  is  die 
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dross^  faith  the  gold,  and  the  soul's  salvation  is 
the  end  aimed  at  God  keeps  his  fire  in  Zion, 
and  his  furnace  in  Jerusalem,  so  that  it  is  always 
at  hand  and  always  hot;  but  none  but  the  elect 
are  favoured  with  this  purifying  flame,  and  all 
that  escape  this  will  be  cast  into  another :  there  is 
a  furnace  of  fire  besides  that  in  Zion. 

But  now  for  the  different  ingredients  of  which 
this  flame  is  composed ;  love  then,  love  of  some 
sort  or  other  is  always  one  ingredient  in  this  fire. 
The  Jewish   scribes  were  desperately  enraged 
with  jealousy  at  the  apostles  for  preaching  to 
the  Gentiles ;  "  I  mhU  provdke  them  to  jealousy 
by  them  which  are  not  a  people:''    The  scribes 
were  lovers  of  themselves,   proud,  boasters ;   the 
enlightened  Jews  saw  through  them,  the  be- 
lieving  Gentiles    hated   them,  and  this    filled 
them  with   jealous  rage   in  behalf  of  beloved 
self,  their  high  profession,  and  beloved  profits. 
But  this  is  not  the  case  with  God's  elect,  one 
ingredient  in  their  fire  is  a  sense,  a  deep-wound- 
ing sense  of  sin,  which  lays  heavy  on  the  mind ; 
and  bitter  reflections  from  conscience  upon  every 
fresh  remembrance  of  past  sins,  sets  on  fire  the 
whole  frame  of  nature. 

A  hopeless  sense  of  God's  revealed  displeasure 
in  a  broken  law  which  worketli  wrath,  is  adding 
fire  to  fire,  or  as  Milton  says,  *  Stirring  up  sin 
against  law  to  fight'  The  carnal  mind  shews  its 
enmity  at  the  impossible  tasks  of  legal  obedience, 
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and  at  the  lawgiver  for  requiring  impossibilities, 
and  this  enmity  rages  not  a  little.  There  is  also 
a  sense  of  the  worth  of  our  souls,  a  love  to 
them,  and  a  desire  to  save  them,  when  the  op<- 
posite  to  these  are  said  to  wrong  their  own  souls; 
and  all  that  hate  Christ  love  death.  And  this 
real  love  to  our  own  souls,  which  God  hath 
kindled  in  us,   is  the  cause  of  those  grievous 

complaints My  friends  are  estranged  from 

me,  and  my  kinsmen  stand  afar  off:  "  Refuge 
failed  me ;  no  man  cared  for  my  soul.'"  Under 
all  this  there  is  a  secret  love  to  Christ,  which 
the  Spirit  kindles ;  but  6s  he  stands  behind  our 
wall,  and  only  shews  himself  through  the  lattice^ 
our  love  is  pent  up,  and  if  there  be  no  glimpse 
of  him,  nor  visits  from  him  to  draw  it  put,  we 
cannot  in  love  go  forth.  Nevertheless  this  love 
shews  itself  by  loving  them  that  love  Christ,  by 
shunning  them  that  despise  him,  and  by  grudging 
every  indulgence  another  is  favoured  with ;  by 
envying  them  that  seem  to  enjoy  his  smiles, 
and  wishing  for  the  least  crumb  that  falls  from 
his  table. 

In  this  fire  every  slight,  or  imagined  indif- 
ference by  a  friend,  stirs  up  jealousy ;  and  as  sure 
as  Sarah  is  bom,  so  sure  is  t^is  true ;  "  From 
all  your  filthiness,  and  from  all  your  idols  will 
I  cleanse  you."  Inordinate  affections  are  palmed 
upon  the  old  man ;  filth  is  purged  first,  and  idols 
afterwards :  and  while  God  is  purging  us  from 
these,  the  devil  labours  the  more  to  make  our 
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love  to  tlie  creature  moi-dinate.  1  have  been 
through  all  this,  and  this  is  the  work  old  girl 
that  is  going  on  in  you,  and  when  he  purges  us 
lie  will  be  dear  to  us.  My  kind  love  and  hearty 
prayers  attend  this. 

Your's  in  haste, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


^ssx 


LETTER  XXV. 

WttATEVER  you  do,  learn  to  bear  afflictions 
Sarah,  you  may  glory  in  your  infirmities  when 
you  have  nothing  else  to  glory  in.     Besides,  it 
is  by  these  things  the  quickened  soul  lives,  and 
herein  the  life  of  God   in   the  soul  discovers 
itself.       Let  nothing  in  this    world,    nothing 
beneath  the  sun  prove  an  idol,  a  rival,  or  an 
image  of  jealousy  to  provoke  God.      He,  and 
his  dear  Son,  and  his  most  Holy  Spirit,  have  set 
their  love  upon  us,  and  they  are  jealous  of  our 
affections ;  and  he  will  have  the  affections,  the 
glory,  the  praise,  and  the  honour  of  his  chil- 
dren, and  these  he  will  never  give  to  another* 
These   are  all   the  revenues  of  his  realm,    the 
tributes  of  his  empire,  which  lay  chiefly  in  the 
faith  and  faithfulness  of  his  people  to  him,  their 
love  to  him  and  his  cause,  and  their  hope  in  him; 
their  prayers  to  him  for  all  they  watitj  and  their 
trust  in  him  to  fwV^  i^tomiaes  to^tkem^  and 
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afford  the  promised  help  in  times  of  need,  which 
his  word  assures  us  of:  thanksgivings  also  for  all 
his  favours,  spiritual,  temporal,  and  eternal. 

And  I  know  that  there  is  not  a  word  spoken 
in  his  name,  not  a  right  answer  given  to  a  gain- 
sayer,  not  an  unctuous  word  that  ^ak6  good 
bf  his  name,  not  a  penitential  tear  from  the  eye 
of  faith,  but  what  is  received,  esteemed,  and 
regarded ;  tlie  latter  is  put  into  his  bottle,  and 
the  former  noted  in  his  book.  Every  self-abasing^ 
self-degrading,  and  soul^humbling  sensation,  all 
lowly  mindedness,  all  mean,  contemptuous,  and 
nothingness  in  our  own  eyes ;  all  self-abhorrence^ 
Mif-loathing,  and  selfnlenial  are  the  evangelical 
ihiits  of  gospel  obedience,  and  are  put  fortk 
linc^  the  softening  influences  and  operations  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  God.  And  I  know  that  every 
fipring  of  gratitude,  godly  sorrow,  or  evangelical 
repentance ;  efvery  ooncem  for  God's  honour^ 
Wishing  well  to  his  cause  and  his  name,  sympathy 
with  the  Saviour  in  his  sufferings,  and  ieelmg 
concern  for  the  welfare  of  his  family;  thesc^ 
and  all  pious  longings  after  him,  and  all  gmtitude 
for  his  favours,  his  love-tokens,  and  kflad  pnovt*'^ 
dences,  are  fiuits  of  his  Spirit,  and  sudi  as  ot 
empty  professor  can  attain  unto,  produce^  «r 
even  counterfeit 

God  bless  you  and  youiB,  n  prays. 

Your  most  sincere,  faitliful,  and  affectionate 

.  Friend, 

W.H.  S.S. 
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LETTER  XXVI. 

The  Doctor  to  old  Sarah  with  all  due  Respects. 

I  SEND  to  inform  you  that  I  find  old 
age  greatly  weakens  me,  standing  long  now  in 
tlie  pulpit  brings  many  strange  wearisome  pains 
on  me,  so  that  when  I  return  on  Tuesday  eve, 
I  am  seldom  right  till  Thursday  morning.  But 
the  pleasing  things  which  I  have  read  and  heard 
respecting  the  heavenly  country,  and  a  good 
hope  of  enjoying  it  through  the  mercy  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus ;  and  finding  the  infirmities  of 
old  age  weaning  me  from  this,  and  embittering 
it  more  and  more  to  me,  keeps  me  struggling 
for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling.  For  all  the 
time  that  I  remain  here  I  must  be  kept  poor^ 
low,  lean,  and  in  beggary  of  soul :  for  if  I  get  a 
little  honey,  wine,  milk,  butter,  bread,  or  juice 
of  the  pom^ranates,  as  soon  as  I  get  into  the 
pulpit  it  begins  to  go  off,  and  by  the  time  I  have 
done,  the  dew,  the  oil,  the  wine,  dc.  is  all  gone, 
and  I  return  with  a  dry  fleece,  and  an  empty 
cruse ;  they  are  refreshed  and  watered  with  the 
well-spring  of  life,  but  I  wax  dead,  dry,  and 
barren.  And  thus  death  works  in  me,  but  life 
in  them. 
And  here  the  private  christian  has  the  advan- 
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tage  of  the  public  labourer;  all  that  he  gets  be 
keeps  or  eats,  but  all  that  I  get  is  for  the  public; 
and  if  I  labour  for  a  whole  week,  and  am  never 
so  successful  in  gathering  fruits,  and  go  filled 
with  dew  in  my  heart,  ^and  with  fresh  views  in 
my  head,  yet  one  long  and  full  discourse  to  a 
large,  hungry,  and  thirsty  flock  will  both  empty, 
and  drain  the  vessel  quite  dry. 

I  hope  my  old  Mother  gets  on ;  we  are  sure 
to  be  right,  Sarah,  all  the  time  we  feel  that  in 
our  flesh  dwells  no  good  thing ;  feeling  this  leads 
to  self-abhorrence,  and  when  self  is  abhorred 
Christ  is  sure  to  be  all :  ^^  If  any  man  come 
unto  me,  and  hate  not  his  own  life,  he  cannot  be 
my  disciple."  No  truer  criterion  than  self- 
abasement;  and  Christ  alwavs  rises  and  falls  in 
our  esteem,  according  as  self  is  admired  or  de» 
based,  gratified  or  denied.  The  fight  of  faith 
may  be  discerned,  and  we  may  know  whether 
war  with  satan  and  the  world  is  going  on,  or  at 
a  stand,  by  prayer.  When  the  devil,  sin,  and 
the  world,  have  finally  prevailed,  there  is  an  end 
to  all  prayer ;  and  as  sure  as  prayer  goes  on,  so 
sure  the  devil  loses  ground. 

Prayer,  Sarah,  is  God's  delight,  and  man** 
best  weapon,  it  is  both  ofi^ensive  and  defensive 
it  is  a  preservative  to  ourselves,  and  a  dagger  to  our 
enemies.  This,  in  private,  I  esteem  above  all 
my  privileges,  the  choicest  of  all  tlie  means  o£ 
grace,  and  the  ingatherer  of  all  promised  good* 
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|Murtakers  of  the  sufferings;  so  shall  we  be  also 
of  the  consolations:  hence  David,  under  the 
lod,  looked  out  for  this»  and  prophesied  of  it ; 
^  My  horn  shalt  thou  exalt  like  the  horn  of  an 
unicorn:  I  shall  be  anointed  with  fresh  oiL*^ 
Light,  love,  liberty  and  jofy,  are  the  -  pleasing  ^ 
and  delicious  sensations  of  this  anointing.  Love 
is  the  fire  by  which  this  oil  is  fed, .  and  joy  is 
the  fiame  that  breaks  out  and  ascends  from  it ; 
and  this  is  the  reason  that  it  is  called  the  oil  of 
gladness^  and  the  oil  of  joy.  And  young 
believers  are  very  anxious  after  it,  hence  the 
wise  man  says,  "There  is  a  treasure  to  be 
desired,  and  oil  in  the  dwelling  of  the  wise," 
Prov.  xxi.  20. 

I  am  fully  persuaded  that  Sarah  has  seen  her 
jiinful  life  and  nature,  and  the  sting  of  death 
which  is  the  piercing  dart  of  death,  and  the  anger 
of  God  which  attends  it  these  do  not  now 

pierce  her,  nor  sink  her.  Hope  counteracts 
despair,  faith  counteracts  unbelief,  and  love 
counteracts  servile  fear,  which  springs  from 
wrath ;  and  when  these  graces  are  not  going  out 
in  lively  exercises,  and  are  not  engaged  in  bring- 
ing in  joy  and  peace,  yet  they  at  such  times 
abide  at  home  to  prop  up  the  heart  against  the 
attacks  of  satan^  and  against  the  rebellion  of 
our  inbred  corruptions.  Hence  it  is  at  such 
times,  and  upon  such  trials,  complaints  like 
these,  "  Upon  my  peace  came  great  bitterness^'' 
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state,  which  is  wretched,  poor,  miserable,  blinds 
and  naked.  The  anointing  is  to  discover  thia^ 
OUT  real  state  to  us,  so  as  that  we  may  feel  it. 
Under  this  teaching,  fear  that  springs  from 
danger,  and  sin  which  exposes  us  to  wratliy 
make  the  yoke  of  bondage  heavy.  Now  this 
yoke  is  to  be  destroyed  because  of  the  anointings 
Isai.  X.  87.  At  the  destruction  of  this  yok^ 
fear  gives  way  to  love,  and  grief  gives  place  tD 
joy.  This  change  being  made  withm,  it  causes 
a  change  without ;  the  countenance  which  was 
either  fallen,  dejected,  or  sad,  looks  healthy 
and  cheerful:  this  oil  makes  the  face. to  shine^ 
Psal.  civ.  1 5.  This  secret  oil  is  resembled  by 
all  material  oil,  which  naturally  rises  above  all 
liquids,  and  will  be  uppermost;  nor  will  it 
incorporate  with  any  fluid  lighter,  meaner,  or 
inferior  to  itself.  So  that  which  is  bom  of  the 
flesh  is  flesh,  and  that  which  is  bom  of  the  Spirit 
is  spirit ;  for  though  the  heart  like  the  troubled 
sea  casts  up  its  mire  and  dirt,  yet  grace  shall 
reign ;  no  water  can  quench  it,  nor  flood  drown 
it 

This  anointing  is  g^ierally  communicated 
after  some  sharp  soul  exercises,  such  as  reproof 
and  rebuke  by  the  word  preached :  ''  Let  the 
righteous  smite  me  it  shall  be  a  kindness  let 
him  reprove  me  it  shall  be  an  excellent  oil." 
Sharp  soul  exercises  prepwe  us  for  this  unction, 
and  the  '6ne  is  asL  sure  «sP  tiie  bther ;  for  if  we  are 
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difFerent  operations,  set  forth  by  those  diffiercDt 
emblems,  in  order  to  make  one  comfJete  volume 
of  the  Contemplations.  God  will  -distinguish 
them  that  are  his  by  many  signs  within  and 
trithout  The  Lord  does  not  permit  any  to 
succeed  against  his  poor,  worthless,  unprofitable 
servant,  though  they  try  hard  at  it.  His 
heart  and  his  hand,  his  faithfuhaess  and  truth, 
his  covenant  an4  his  promises,  his  dear  Son,  and 
his  most  Holy  Spirit,  are  all  engaged  in  our 
behalf ;  and  so  no  weapon  formed  can  prosper. 
This  I  narrowly  watch,  this  9  clearly  see,  at  this 
I  wonder,  and  by  these  things  God  endears 
himself  to  his  poor  despised  ones. 

When  once  hope  springs  up,  and  peace  flows 
in,  when  humiliation  and  self-^bhorrenpe  takes 
place,  the  soul  feels  its  hold^  Urges  its  claims, 
and  expects  his  promised  help,  knowing,  the 
govemmient  of  all  the  subjects*  is  to  be  upon  his 
shoulders,  and  it  soon  learns  to  cast  its  cares  and 
burthens  there.  And  when  once  the  soul  finds  its 
way,  it  labours  hsad  to  kecy  that  path  clear,  the 
door  open,  the  throne  in  view;  and  it  feels  often 
to  see  whether  it  is  indul^^d  with  access,  or 
obstructed ;  whether  it  may  make  free,  or  stand 
aloof;  whether  confession,  prayer,  pr  thanks- 
givings go  off  best  from  the  alt^,  an^  ^as^  tk» 
heart  most  as  they  ascend :  and  wh^  ^^f;  is  np 
vail  on  the  mind,  no  confusion  to  \m&if,  n(>  pre>- 
vailing  unbelief  to  shadde  9X  m^tmglfi   thf 
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cfferiDg,  we  compass  the  altar  with  joy.  The 
privilege  is  great  at  such  times,  and  indeed 
the  end'of  the  gospel  ministry  is  to  bring  souls 
tP  fellowship  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son, 
Christ  Jesus.  This  is  the  end  of  it,  and  God's 
end  is  our  rest,  our  satisfaction,  and  our  com- 
fort. 
Best  love  to  old  Sarah,  and  her  new  man. 

THE  DOCTOR. 


LETTER  XXIX. 

O  L  D  Sarah's  short  scrap  csmle  upon  her  sight 
of  mine  to — '  .  The  crusd  seemed  too  scant 
to  fill  the" pages;  the  springs  may  appear  low, 
and  the  dews  cease  to  descend,  but  the  principle 
of  divine  life  is  still  struggling  Within,  ahd 
making  diligent  search.  Thefe  is  a  feeling  af\:er 
him  the  last  thing  in  kying  down,  and  the  first 
thing  in  waking  up,  a;nd  if  he  has  but  been  there 
and  gone  again,  the  savour  is  left,  and  the 
transient  visit  is  acknowledged.  Peace  he 
brings,  and  peace  he  leaves,  and  every  legacy  is 
highly  prized. 

"  They  that  are  after  the  Spirit,  do  mind  the 
things  of  the  Spirit,"  Rom.  viii.  5.  The  comforts 
of  love,  this  is  the  first,  and  the  highest  of  all» 
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but  if  this  qixmot  be  attained,  theii  comfort  froi^ 
fn  asj^rance  is  soygbt  after,  and  a  removal  of 
%11  doubts  and  fears  about  the  goodness  of  our 
state.  If  this  be  denied  then  the  testimony  of 
9onscience  is  sought,  amd  the  joy  tha.t  arises 
from  that.  But  if  all  is  disquietude  here^  then 
the  stability  of  hope  is  looked  after,  and  a  long- 
ing for,  9fA  looking  out  for  the  Loid's  return,  in 
hop^  of  the  revival  of  the  work,  and  fresh  light 
to  see  the  path.  And  here  our  strength  is  to  sit 
still,  until  he  brings  us  forth  to  the  light,  that 
we  may  behold  his  righteousness. 

The  lost  sheep,  and  the  sheep  that  has  lost  its 
way,  are  to  be  sought  out,  looked  up,  and 
brought  back  by  the  good  shepherd.  "  I  have 
gone  astray  like  a,  lost  sheep,*"  says  David,  ''seek 
thy  servant,  for  I  do  not  forget,**  or  have  not 
forgotten,  "thy  commandments f*  I  am  still 
bound  to  love  thee,  and  thy  flock,  therefore  s^ek 
thy  servant.  I  am  now  getting  all  together  for 
a  long  tour.  "The  harvest  is  great,  but  la- 
bourers are  few,*"  and  I  am  old,  and  reaping  is 
hard  work  for  an^d  stiff  back.  Good  bye,  Sarah, 
be  a  good  girl  and  mind  your  book. 

THE  DQCTOR. 
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LETTER  XXX. 

To  the  Unknown  Friend. 
Sir, 

I  RECEIVED  yours.    Tlie  temptation ab6ut 

• 

the  unpardonable  sin  is  common  to  almost  all 
persons  that  are  brought  to  see  the  exceeding 
sinfulness  of  sin,  wrath,  and  ruin  sin  has  exposed 
them  to :  I  laboured  long  under  the  same.  No 
sin  of  the  body  is  this  sin,  no  sort  of  unclean- 
ness,  theft,  nor  even  murder  is  that  sin ;  non0 
more  unclean  than  Mary  Magdalen,  and  some 
of  the  Corinthians,  Read  1  Cor.  vi.  9— !!• 
Onesimus  was  a  thief,  and  Moses  and  Paul 
were  both  murderers,  but  all  these  were  saved. 
It  is  neither  excess,  idolatry,  nor  witchcraft,  as 
may  be  seen  in  Manasseh,  king  of  Israel. 

The  unpardonable  sin  is  a  sin  of  the  miiid ; 
the  person  that  commits  it  must  be  a  professor, 
and  confessor  of  the  gospel.  He  must  be  a  man 
who  has  been  illuminated,  or  enlightened  in  his 
understanding  to  know;  the  natural  affections 
stirred  up,  which  is  called  tasting  the  good 
word  of  God.  He  must  be  one  who  has  beeii 
an  eye  and  ear  witness  to  the  power  and  forccf 
of  God*s  grace  and  spirit,  in  its  operations  and 
effects  upon  others,  so  as  to  be  convinced  of 
the  reality  and  force  of  it.     Nor  is  it  a  jealdiis 
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envying  of  the  happiness  of  others,  when  we  our- 
selves seem  to  be  neglected ;  the  nine  apostles 
were  filled  with  indignation  against  James  and 
John,  for  wishing  to  sit  at  the  left  hand  and 
right  of  Christ  in  his  kingdom.  But  it  is  a 
falling  finally  away  from  Christ,  after  all  this 
profession;  not  falling  into  sin,  but  falling 
away  finally,  apostatizing,  so  as  to  return  no 
more. 

There  must  be  a  hating  both  God  and  Christ, 
as  our  Lord  charges  the  Jews ;  "  They  have  no 
cloak  for  their  sin,  for  they  have  seen  and  hated 
both  me  and  my  Father."  This  apostate  must 
labour  to  hinder  the  work  upon  others,  know- 
ingly, out  of  spite,  which  is  called  doing  despite 
to  the  Spirit  of  grace.  There  must  be  a  speaking 
against  Christ  openly,  and  this  against  convic- 
tion, truth,  and  conscience,  which  is  called 
crucifying  Christ  afresh,  and  putting  him  to 
open  shame. 

The  malice  of  this  apostate  must  go  further, 
in  ascribing  the  ministry  of  the  gospel,  and  the 
power  of  it  in  the  hearts  of  God's  saints,  to 
satan,  and  that  out  of  malice,  knowing  better  ; 
and  speaking  against  all  convictions  knowingly, 
as  the  Jews,  who  saw  our  Lord's  miracles,  and 
envying  him  the  honour,  said,  "  Tliis  fellow 
casteth  out  devils  by  Beelzebub  the  prince  of 
the  devils."  To  which  the  Saviour  replies,  '*  All 
manner  of  sin  and  blasphemy  shall  be  fojgivcn 
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unto  men:  but  he  that  shall  blaspheme  against^ 
the  Holy  Ghost,  hath  never  forgiveness ;"  bo-' 
cause  you  say,  I  cast  out  devils  by  Beelzebub*' 
&c.  so  that  you  see  what  this  sin  is.  If  this  short 
epistle  be  of  any  use  or  encouragement  to  you, 
give  God  the  praise ;  as  for  me  I  am  a  sinner. 

wIH.  S.S; 


LETTER  XXXI. 


I  THINK  that  wonders  have  not  ceased,  A 
woman  who  is  wife  to  a  farmer  between  W.  and 
D.  was  one  day  deeply  wounded  with  this  im- 
pulsive voice,  *Thou  art  a  lost  sinner/  The 
false  anchor  gave  way,  all  refuges  of  lies 
failed,  her  sin  found  her  out,  and  conscience 
did  its  office.  Relaxation,  a  slow  fever,  and 
loss  of  appetite  followed,  until  she  got  so  bad  as 
to  be  incapable  of  her  business.  After  much 
doctoring,  and  long  lingering,  she  was  reconi- 
mended  to  the  sea  air,  and  her  husband  took  her 
a  private  lodging  at  Dover.  When  the  husband 
left  her,  the  woman  of  the  house  asked  her  of  her 
affliction,  the  causes  of  it,  and  how  long  it  had 
been  on  her,  and  she  told  her  the  whole  of  it^ 
that  the  sole  cause  was,  shd  was  a  lost  sinner. 

The  woman  brought  her  a  book,  and  bid  her 
read  it:  The  author  mentioned  many  providence^ 
that  had  appeared  in  his  youth,  troubles  also  and 
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prayers  that  Ood  had  itemed  to  rtgan),  9nd  she 
kept  pace  with  him.  He  described  his  convic- 
tions also,  and  her  heart  tallied  with  that  She 
read  on  till  she  came  to  the  author's  deliverance, 
and  then  hope  sprung  up,  and  peace  flowed  in* 
Her  spirits  rose,  her  appetite  returned,  she  eat 
and  drank,  and  her  countenance  was  no  more 
sad,  and  she  went  home.  The  book  was  my 
Kingdom  of  Heaven,  fica-^Some  time  back 
being  ill,  Dr.  B.  of  W.  was  sent  for  to  her,  and 
observing  her  spiritual  converse  he  asked  her 
wher«  she  got  it,  and  she  told  him  all  the 
above. 

Another  pporish  woman  at  B.  about  two  miles 
from  B.  in  Kent,  liad  been  in  soul  trouble  for 
years,  and  could  get  no  relief.  She  one  day  sent 
her  girl  to  buy  a  piece  of  bacon ;  she  brought  it 
\iome  in  a  sheet  of  printed  paper.  The  girl  put 
the  bacon  out  of  the  paper,  and  fell  to  reading 
^t,  and  the  name  of  God  being  mentioned  in  it, 
she  bid  the  girl  read  it  out,  and  God  blessed  it 
to  the  woinan.  She  then  sent  for  all  the  rest  of 
those  papers  at  the  shop,  and  obtained  them,  and 
read  them  to  her  soul's  comfort  A  son  of  hers, 
ixfl^p  a  few  weeks  after  went  to  see  .her,  beii^ 
amas^d  at  the  change  wrought  in  his  mother, 
asked  how  she  obtained  it;  slie.  told  hini,  and 
shewed  him  the  papers.  ..  Hexeplied,  ^The 
papers  are  Mr.  Huntingtoivs  Sermon  on  the 
Dimensions  of  God's  Love;:  that  is  the  man  I 
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sit  under/  AMr.  M.atC.  who  bilbngs  to'us^ 
and  who  told  ua  this,  keeps  th6  abov«  yo\xa(fi 
man  as  a  Servant 

A  Mr.  B.  at  C.  being  an  arminian,  he  was  a 
great  talker  about  religion.     He  one  day  met 

■  in  the  fields    walking,  and  seeing  her 

low  and  ill,  he  told  her  he  was  sorry  to  see  it ; 
she  replied,  I  never  shall  be  better  till  I  hear 
Mr.  Huntington;  he  answered,   you  have  no- 
thing to  hinder  you ;  she  took  it  as  a  reproof, 
and  came  the  Sunday  ibilowing.      Sometime 
back  this  man  married  an  arminian  wife,  and  if 
I  mistake  not  she  was  a  class  leader.     This  wi>: 
man  hating  the  truth,  and  the  power  of  it,  used 
to  borrow  my  Bank  of  Faith,  and  go  among  her 
acquaintances,   and  read  it,  jesting,   spouting^^ 
and  ridiculing  it.    After  she  had  finished  her  last 
time  of  acting,  one  of  her  eyes  went  blind,  and 
soon  after  she  went  ill  to  bed.    The  neighbours 
observing  the  house  and  windows  shut  up  day 
after  day,  they  entered  into  it,  and  found  her 
and  her  husband  both  dead !  men  may  deceitri 
themselves,  but  God  is  not  mocked.     Who^er 
they  were  that  tore  my  sermon  of  God's  love  to 
pieces  and  sold  it  for  waste  paper,  were  like 
those  servants  who  had  bread  enough  and  to 
spare ;  and  the  poor  wotnim,  like  the  prodigid', 
was  perishing  with  hunger,  and  eat  what  the 
others  loathed.     If  you  will  copy  off  this  ac- 
count, Mr.  B.  might  like  to  read  it  to  the  people, 
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and  he  would  keep  it  by  hhn  :  for  why  sliouM 
the  woiiders  God  hatli  wrought,  be  lost  ia 
silence,  and  forgot?     Respects  to  Sarah. 

THE  COALHEAVER. 


I  HAVElatety  been  a  good -deal  exercised  ia 
my  mind  with,  various  thii^s.  •-  P«or  Jenidns  is 
very  ill,   and' has  been  exceeding'   low  in  his 

mind ;  and  I  have  had  unabated  epistles  from 
him  to  attend  to.  Satan  and  iiulielief  have  met 
together  in  tlie  Doctor,  while  the  rag-e  of  tlu' 
enemy  in  his  access  to  me,  and  influence  upon 
me,  stirred  up  the  carnal  mind,  and  its  cnniirv 
and  reinliion,  and  these  ma(ie  unconifojraL'ii:' 
work  within.  Since  that  conHict.  tlie  bertf: 
visitor  lias  approaclied,  and  faitli  has  jvone  tbith 
to  meit  i^im,  and  to  welcome  Inni  in  :  tiu>  is 
the  best  of  all  meetings,  and  of  all  unions. 

And  of  late  I  lia\e  wattlied,  observed,  anu 
considered  it,  and  so  it  really  is ;  whenever  [be 
de\'il  is  let  loose  upon  us,  every  corruption  i- 
animated  and  put  in  motion,  they  feel  tiioi; 
master's  teet,  and  by  their  motions  shew  lia'r 
alliance,  tlieir  attaclnnent,  and  their  lovaitv; 
when  the  wicked  rise,  the  new  man  is  hiddni. 
Prov.    xxviii.    12.      faith  and    love   meet,  ciii- 
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brace,  and  adore  the  Saviour;  unbelief  and  eo- 
mitymeet,  embrace,  and  adore  the  devil.  These 
are  the  motions  which  produce  alL  our  changeSp 
and  we  camot  say  as  our  dear,  precious,  and 
ever  adorable  Master  did,  namely,  ^^  The  prince 
of  this  world  cometh,  and  hath  nothing  in  me.** 
We  have  enough  to  invite  him,  embrace  him, 
and  to  entertain  him  too;  we  have  the  outward 
man,  the  body ;  and  the  old  man,  who  is  en* 
mity.     Besides,  the  new  man  which  is  love,  not 
our  love  but  God*s  love,  not  our  love  to  God, - 
but  his  love  to  us :  this  ia  the  new  man,  and 
must  be  if  charity  believeth  all  things,  hopetk" 
all  things,  beareth  all  things,  endureth  all  thingSp' 
and  rejoiceth  in  the  truth,  is  not  pnfTed  up,  and* 
thinketh  no  evil     This  is  the  new  man,  whiclK 
the  old  man  persecutes,  which  the  world  hates; 
and  which  is  the  genuine  oiFspring  of  the  King 
of  kings,  and  a  sweet  one  he  is. 

Everyour's, 

W.  H.  S.  S, 


;  /  ''.  .1 
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LETTER    XXmU, 


!        '•        ■  ■  ■ .       ; .  %  < 


I  HA:V£  finished  tlie  copy  of  the  sermon  yen 
mention,  and  with  it  my  thoughts  on  two  texts 
more;  oue  is,  ^'  The  fields  are  white: already  to 
liarveat;"  and  the  other,  ^^  At  our  gates  ape  all 
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maimer  of  fruits,  new  and  old  :**  but  my  hand 
being  unsteady,  I  get  on  but  slowly. 

Last  week  I  had  a  most  singular  account  from 
4  young  man,  a  countryman,  a  native  of  B.  in 
Kent ;  he  was  high  in  profession  among  a  small 
company  t^ere»  He  got  hold  of  one  of  my  books, 
and  this  threw  him  to  the  ground,  and  liis  profes- 
sion fell  before  the  ark ;  he  then  waged  war,  or 
like  a  wolf,  fell  foul  of  the  flock,  and  the  shep-. 
berdtoo:  a  sharp  battle  ensued,  but  he  would 
^either  give  way,  nor  give  up.  He .  came  to 
liondon  to  live,  and  to  hear  me,  and  though  he 
was  always  out  of  my  sight,  yet  it  seems  I  fell 
pn  him,  and  not  like  one  that  beats  the  air,  for 
every  stroke  told,  being  upon  that  part  already 
galled.  At  last  he  gave  way,  and  fled  into 
Buckinghamshire,  and  I  kept  the  field.  Here 
providence  frowned,  pocket  failed,  conscience 
flogged,  and  he  came  back  again. 

He  no  sooner  appeared  on  the  stage,  but, 
according  to  his  account,  I  fell  on  him  again, 
and  beat  him  on  the  old  sore  place ;  not  only  for 
former  offences,  but  for  running  away  also  in 
the  day  of  battle.  Nevertheless  he  stood  his 
ground,  got  work  in  town  under  an  advocate  of 
Winchester's,  who  lampooned  me  all  the  week 
hmg  as  bad  as  I  did  him  on  tlie  Sundays.  At 
last  he  gave  ground  again  and  fled,  and  I  kept 
the  field  a  second  time.  His  father  had  a  little 
money,    his  mother  understood  lace,    and   all 
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three  set  ofF  to  Northampton,  and  set  up  in  tbik 
business ;  he  and  his  mother  travelled  to  buy  thtt 
lace,  and  hell  followed  him.  They  traded  until 
^1  was  gone;  the  father  raged,  the  mother 
grieved,  and  the  son  fainted  and  failed. 

Back  they  came  again,  the  father  got  into  % 
superintendant's  place  in  a  coal  wharf,  the  xbo»» 
ther  into  lodgings,  and  tlie  son  came  and  appeared 
on  the  stage  again ;  not  that  I<r$hould  see  him^ 
for  he  took  care  of  that.     Nevertheless  I  hit 
l^im  again,  and  we  had  several  desperate  rounds 
more ;  at  last  he  faulted,  and  fell  to  the  ground 
through  Iqss  of  blood,  and  want  of  breath ;  nor 
would  he  get  up,  nor  would  he  rebel  any  more, 
nor  would  heiry  to  nm  away^-Tior  would  he 
strike  a  stroke  more  if  I.  killed  him.     At  this 
time  his  Second  came  in,  aiid  picked  him  up, 
standipg  at  the  right  hand  of  the  poor^  to  save 
him.  from  those  that  condiemned  his  touL     Here 
I  had .  twQ  to  withstand  me,  and  a  third,  the 
Qpmforter  was  not  far  off ; .  so  upon  this:  it  seems 
I  gave  over,  and  we  ended  in  cool  blood,  and 
iipt  in  the  heat  of  ai^er. 

Whe9  I  looked  upom  lu8>  ruddy  coontenancii^ 
I  was  astonished^  for  he  is  but  a  stripling,  and  I 
a  man  of  war  from  my  youth*  His  weapons 
were  carnal,  and  mine  mighty  through  God ; 
yet  this  insignificant  rascal  owned,  with  masiy 
tears,  that  he  had  withstood  me  for  six  years^: 
however  my  weapons  broke  every  bone  in  his 
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8kin.  Aiid  thus  the  physician  has  healed  the 
bones  that  have  been  broken,  yet  should  he  ever 
dare  to  commence  hostilities  a  second  time,  one 
stroke  from  my  weapons  would  make  them  all 
come  to  pieces  again ;  this  I  know  by  blessed 
Experience.  His  words  are  weight}%  savoury, 
and  unctuous  ;  and  I  find  a  double  love  to  him, 
being  my  countryman  in  a  double  sense,  and  I 
believe  a  genuine  offspring  of  the  heavenly 
Jerusalem ;  a  noble  vine,  wholly  a  right  seed, 
and  one  that  cannot  degenerate  into  a  strange 
slip.    My  respects  to  all. 

W.  H-  S.  S. 


LETTER  XXXIV. 


Thine  epistle  came  to  hand,  but  I  have 
such  a  cold  and  cough  that  I  cannot  write.  I 
wonder  not  at  the  young  man's  dream.  Our 
poor  dear  King  is  very  ill,  the  death  of  his 
darling  has  quite  overset  him.  He  is  the  anointed 
of  the  Lord,  the  breath  of  our  nostrils,  under 
whose  shadow  we  dwell  among  the  heathen. 
When  he  goes,  I  fear  the  power  of  the  holy 
people  will  be  scattered ;  no  more  tolerations  for 
us.  The  papists  will  come  into  power,  and 
regain  the  outer  court — the  dead  protestants ;  and 
when  they  get  the  national  church,  tlie  congre- 
gational must  be  exposed. 
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When  I  was  last  in  the  North,  I  dreamed  I 
was  at  the  head  of  a  large  pttrty,  which  party 
was  all  behind  me,  disputing  with  a  number  of 
desperate  men,  with  large  crouds  behind  them ; 
and  suddenly  a  large  rock  ^rung  out  of  the 
ground,  and  I  pointed  to  it,  saying,  *  That  is 
for  us,  look  at  that,'  and  at  which  they  seemed 
abashed  I  awoke,  and  soon  after  fell  asleep 
again,  and  dreamed  again  the  same  dream,  until 
the  rock  rose  up  as  before,  to  which  I  pointed  a 
second  time.  My  foes  seemed  again  confounded^ 
and  I  awoke  with  these  words,  sounding  both 
in  heart  and  ears ;  ^*  Thou  hast  been  honourable, 
and  I  have  loved  thee." 

In  the  spring  last,  I  dreamed  that  myself  and 
another  were  burnt  at  a  stake.  As  soon  as  I 
came  to  the  place  a  most  beautiful  woman,  most 
gaily  attired,  with  a  handsome  face,  but  vicious 
appearance,  looked  and  grinned  at  me  from  be* 
hind  a  splendid  curtain :  when  she  had  glutted 
her  eyes  she  withdrew,  and  I  saw  her  no  more. 
I  concluded  she  was  the  whore  of  Babylon,  who 
will  not  grin  long,  and  when  she  goes  it  will  be 
for  good  and  all.  I  saw  the  remains  of  myself 
and  friend  lay  on  the  earth,  black  as  a  coal,  and 
not  bigger  than  two  geese,  which  I  thought  was 
the  departed  souFs  view  of  the  body's  last  re- 
mains, and  then  I  awoke. 

All  ranks  and  classes  of  worshippers  are  paving 
the  pope's  way,   church  folks,  arminiani,'Soci-* 
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Hiatus  and  *all  sorts  af  dedd  dissenters.  And 
these  shall  find  it  as  the  Jews  did,  who  all 
thirsted  ibr  idol  w/orship;  httt  Nebuchadnezzar's 
image  m  Dum^  when  they  oHiail  either  fM  dowa 
or  go  into  the  furnace)  sickened'  them.  And  so 
these  who  are  casting  up  the  way  for  the  man  of 
skt,  shall  have  their  fill,  for  all  sliall  worship 
him,  whose  names  are  not  found  written  in  the 
lamb  s  book  of  life:  and  wo  to  them  that  wor* 
^p  this  beast,,  for  they  shall  drink  of  the  wrath 
of  the  Almighty.  Thus  all  sorts  of  professors 
shall  hasten  the  slaughter  of  the  witnesses,  and 
this  slaughter  shall  ripen  them  for  ruin.  But 
there  is  a  heavy  storm  coming  on  I  fear,  and  not 
a  few  are  taken,  and  are  still  taking  from  the 
evil  to  come. 

God  bless  you  all. 

S.S. 


LETTER  XXXV. 

August  7,  1795.     Church  Street,  Paddington. 

It  comes  to  inform  you  that  I  am  to  be  at 
Lewes  next  Sunday  se'nnight,  the  l6th  instant^ 
to  preach  there  three  times  on  that  day»  and  on 
the  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  even- 
ings following^  if  Clod  permit,  when  and  where 
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I  hope  to  see  brother  W.  I  have  been  very 
poorly  for  some  time»  and  am  but  weak  and 
feeble  now,  but,  '^  Bless  the  Lord)  O  my  soul, 
and  forget  not  all  his  benefits  ;*"  and  for  a  good 
hope  through  grace  among  the  many  undeserved 
and  unexpected  favours  bestoweci  on  the  least  of 
all  bis  creaaures,  and  the  chief  of  all  sinners. 
He  leaves  me  not  without  a  witness,  nor  without 
an  evidence,  nor  without  a  token  for  good,  nor 
without  a  providence,  nor  without  light,  nor 
without  life,  all  of  which  are  new  covenant 
blessings,  and  bear  a  lasting  date. 

Faithful  are  the  covenant-majkers,  and  the 
compact  is  well  executed,  ratified,  and  con- 
firmed, by  the  covenant  head :  the  blessings  ail 
free,  all  safe,  and  all. sure;  all  yea,  and  all  amen,, 
from  end  to  end.  The  bond  of  it  is  God's  eter- 
nal love ;  the  legacies,  grace  and  glory ;  the 
heirs  of  it,  predestinated  to  the  adoption  of 
sons;  the  donator,  God  the  Father;  the  testa- 
tor, who  confirmed  it  by  death,  Jesus  Christ; 
the  executor  and  distributor  of  the  legacies,  the 
Holy  Ghost ;  the  promise  sure  to  all  the  seed. 
The  way  into  the  bond  of  this  covenant,  is  under 
the  rod ;  the  gate  of  entrance,  is  Christ ;  the 
act  of  entering,  is  believing ;  the  blessings  then 
enjoyed  are  joy  and  peace* 

This,  is  .the  (jovenant  of  grace,  because  it  ex- 
hibits  and  reveals  the  everlasting  love  of  God, 
and  all  ^e  blessed  fruits  and  effects  of  it     A 
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covenant  *  of  life,  becanse  life  is  the  great  and 
grand  blessing  of  it,  and  because  life  and  immorta- 
lity  are  brought  to  light  by  it.  It  is  the  covenant 
of  peace,  because  peace,  reconciliation,  and  friend- 
,  ship  through  Christ,  are  revealed  in  it,  and  held 
forth  by  it.     It  is  the  better  covenant^  holding 
forth  the  greatest  and  best  things.    The  cove- 
nant of  promise,  because  all  the  blessings  of  it 
are  freely  given.    The  brotherly  covenant,  that 
brings  us  as  sons  to  the  elder  brother,  and  makes 
us  joint  heirs  with  him.      The  covenant   of 
royalty  that  makes  us  kings ;  the  covenant  of 
an  everlasting  priesthood,  that  makes  us  priests 
unto  God ;  and  the  covenant  of  wedlock,  by 
which  we  are  betrothed  for  ever  in  righteousness, 
faithfulness,  tender  mercy,  and  loving-kindness, 
joined  to  the  Lord,  and  one  spirit  with  him. 
But  I  must  stop,  or  else  my  cruse  will  run  till 
there  will  not  be  a  vessel  more,  or  at  least  no- 
thing to  fill  it     God  bless  you  all.    Amen,  and 

amen. 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 


t 


LETTER  XXXVL 

To  Mrs.  H. 

Well  Mary,  Jiow  do  you  do?  Is  it  well 
with  thee?  is  it  well  with  thy  husband?  is  it 
well  with  the  children?    "Say  ye  to  the  righ* 
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teous  it  sliall  be  well  with  him.**  Oh!  the 
spptless  robe,  the  brilliant  garment,  the  bridal 
attire,  the  soul-adorning  vesture,  which  the 
heavenly  bridegroom  hath  wrought  out  for  those 
that  trust  in  him  before  the  sons  of  men  He 
came  forth  as  a  bridegroom  from  his  cliamber, 
and  rejoiced  as  a  giant  to  run  a  race.  He  saw 
the  darling  of  his  soul  in  the  ruins  of  the  fall,  a 
prey  in  the  den  of  dragons,  exposed  to  the 
vengeance  of  heaven,  bound  hand  and  foot  in  the 
chains  of  guilt,  and  led  captive  by  the  worst  of 
foes.  He  saw  the  airy  heavens  swarming  witli 
devils,  and  the  dark  places  of  the  earth  filled 
with  violence,  and  with  the  habitations  of 
cruelty.  He  considered  the  infernal  legions  he 
had  to  encounter,  and  the  malicious  tribes  he  had 
to  oppose.  He  saw  the  infinite  breach  that  was 
open  between  God  and  man ;  but  in  this  gap  he 
saw  no  man,  and  he  wondered  there  was  no  in- 
tercessor ;  but  his  own  arm  must  bring  salvation, 
and  his  own  righteousness  must  sustain  him. 

Pity  to  his  spouse  moved  him,  and  indignation 
at  his  foes  roused  him ;  the  day  of  vengeance 
rose  up  in  his  heart,  and  the  year  of  his  redeemed 
appeared  in  view,  Isai.  Ixiii.  4.  "  He  put  on 
righteousness  as  a  breastplate,  and  a  helmet  of 
salvation  upon  his  head ;  and  he  put  on  the  gar- 
ments of  vengeance  for  clothing,  and  was  clad 
with  zeal  as  a  cloke,"  Isai.  lix.  17.  His  per- 
petual and  spotless  obedience  added  strength  to 
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his  invincible  breastplate,  and  evcty  victory 
added  lustre  to  his  helmet.  The  crooked  serpent 
felt  the  dint  of  his  sword,  and  the  lighting  down 
of  his  arm  distributed  the  indignation  of  his 
anger ;  the  vengeance  of  his  garments  filled  his 
enemies  with  terror,  while  his  zeal  swallowed 
him  up:  he  wounded  the  infernal  head  over 
divers  countries.  The  objects  of  his  choice 
bowed  to  his  sceptre  when  they  felt  the  arrows 
of  his  quiver,  and  received  truth,  meekness  and 
righteousness,  while  the  right  hand  of  his  god- 
head shewed  the  manhood  terrible  things.  His 
conflicts  were  not  attended  with  a  confused 
noise,  nor  in  garments  rolled  in  blood,  but  with 
burning  and  fuel  of  fire,  llie  corrupt  trees 
became  the  fuel  of  his  wrath,  but  his  purifying 
furnace  was  in  Zion ;  by  fire  and  by  sword  did  he 
plead  with  all  flesh,  and  the  slain  of  the  Lord  was 
many :  and  by  the  sword  of  his  mouth,  and  the 
breath  of  his  lips,  was  that  slaughter  made. 

He  went  forth  for  the  salvation  of  his  people, 
yea,  God  the  Fatlicr  went  forth  for  salvation 
with  his  anointed,  and  he  divided  him  a  portion 
with  the  great,  and  a  spoil  with  the  strong  man 
armed.  And  though  often  sunk  with  sorrows 
and  acquainted  with  grief,  yet  he  shall  drink  of 
the  brook  in  the  way,  and  therefore  shall  he  lift 
up  his  head,  and  pursue  his  victories  j  for  every 
time  that  he  drank  of  that  brook,  the  power  of 
the  Lord  was  present  to  heal,  and  of  course 
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8ome  conquests  were  made,  and  the  subjects  of 
his  kingdom  were  increased.  Nor  did  he  ever 
quit  the  field  of  action  till  satan,  sin,  and  death 
were  subdued,  and  many  of  his*  subjects  were 
led  to  feel  their  enemies  overthrow,  and  to 
triumph  in  the  victory.  He  led  captivity  cap- 
tive, and  he  received  gifts  for  ail  rebels  that 
came  over  to  his  standard,  and  ever  since,  tlie 
Lord  God  has  dwelt  among  men. 

But  bless  him,  he  shall  appear  the  second  time, 
and  dethrone  all  the  principalities  of  satan,  the 
prince  of  the  power  of  the  air ;  •  the  fear,  the  pit, 
and  the  snare.     The  wrath  of  the  law  that  ex- 
cites fear,  and  the  bottomless  pit,  and  those  to 
whom  the  Lord  Jesus  hath   been  a  snare  and  a 
trap,  will  all  be  revealed  and  brought  to  light, 
for  the  windows  of  heaven  shall  open,  and  the. 
foundations  of  the  earth  shall  shake.     The  earth 
shall  break,  dissolve,  and  move  exceedingly  ;  the 
earth  shall  reel  to  and  fro,  and  be  moved  like  a 
cottage,  under  her  load  of  transgressions,  and 
it  shall  fall  and  never  rise  again — then  shall  all 
the  infernal  potentates  be  punished,  and  wicked 
princes  of  the  earth  with  them.     "  And  it  shall 
come  to  pass  in  tliat  day,  that  the  Lord  shall 
punish  the  host  of  the  high  ones  that  are  on 
high  ;"  this  punishment  is  a  vial  of  wrath  on  the  '^^ 
air,  on  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  Rev. 
xvi.  17:  the  lasr  vial  destroys  the  devils,  and 
binds  them  a  thousand  years. 

F  2 
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'^  And  he  shall  punish  tlie  kings  of  the  earth 
upon  the  earth ;"  this  is,  putting  down  all  rul^ 
all  authority,  and  all  power.  "  And  they  shall 
be  gathered  together,  as  prisoners  are  gathered 
into  the  pit,  and  shall  be  shut  up  in  the  prison," 
and  remain  fhere  a  thousand  years ;  "  and  after 
many  days  shall  they  be  visited  ;"  after  a  thou, 
sand  years,  "  they  shall  be  brought  forth  to  the 
day  of  wrath,"  Job  xxi.  30.  Then*  shall  the 
bright  luminaries  of  heaven  vail  their  rays,  when 
"  The  righteous  shall  shine  forth  as  the  sun,  in 
the  glory  of  their  Father's  kingdom."  Then 
shall  appear  Adam  and  Eve,  Noah,  Abraham, 
Isaac  and  Jacob  ;  David,  Solomon,  and  all  the 
forefathers  of  Christ  after  the  flesh,  who  in  a 
literal  sense  are  older  than  he.  "  Then  the  moon 
shall  be  confounded  and  the  sun  ashamed  ;"  but 
*  Oh,  what  follows !  "  When  the  Lord  of  hosts 
shall  reign  in  mount  Zion  and  in  Jerusalem,  and 
before  his  ancients  gloriously."  Read  Isai.  xxiv. 
17 — 23 ;  and  compare  with  Revelations,  the  six- 
teenth  chapter. 

Mary,  I  have  taken  an  unusual  flight,  that 
few,  very  few  in.  our  days,  can  pursue.  "The 
way  is  above  to  the  wise,  that  we  may  depart 
from  hell  beneath."  Tender  my  kind  and  best 
respects  to  my  dear  Brother,  to  brother  T-  his 
wife,  and  to  all  that  favour  the  righteous  cause 
of  the  Son  of  God,  is  the  constant  prayer  of, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER  XXXVII. 


TO  Mr.  B. 


I  YESTERDAY  receivcd  my  dear  friend'a 
letter,  and  am  sorry  to  find  him  so  low;  but 
whether  we  ascend  the  mount  or  descend  thq 
valley,  or  our  feet  stand  on  the  even  place,  God 
works  his  own  will  in  all  these.  On  the  moui^ 
we  may  speak  wisdom  in  a  mystery,  in  the  valley 
become  weak  to  the  weak,  on  an  even  place 
confirm  the  churches ;  if  in  chains  speaktothem 
under  the  law.  We  must  not  judge  of  our 
success  by  our  frames;  comfort  doth  not  perform 
the  whole  work  on  mount  Zion,  but  crowns  it. 
Sons  of  thunder,  and  sons  of  oil,  are  both  in 
God's  hands,  nor  are  all  prospects  confined  to  the 
hills.  You  read  of  the  valley  of  vision,  where 
deep  things  are  discovered  out  of  darkness,  and 
the  shadow  of  death  brought  to  light,  by  being 
turned  into  the  morning ;  and  it  is  here  that  the 
morning  star  appears,  the  first  harbinger  of 
glory.  Some  rays  of  the  sun  succeed,  and  on 
the  beams  hereof  we  ascend  the  mountains  of 
rocks,  to  see  the  King  in  his  beauty ;  but  when 
these  beams  of  his  chambers  are  withdrawn,  th^^ 
old  vail  closes  again,  to  inform  us  that  he  who 
dwelleth  in  the  light  no  mortal  can  approach,  no 
eye  hath  seen,  nor  can  see. 


He  who  only  hath  immortality,  is  separate 
from  sinners,  the  prince  of  this  world  hath 
nothing  in  him  ;  yet  all  believing  sinners  are  one 
with  him,  and  one  in  him,  though  the  prince  of 
this  world  hath  so  much  in  us,  for,  **  Who  shall 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  Christ?"  Oh,  the 
gloomy  and  dismal  vail  that  hangs  so  heavy  over 
ns  !  this  -  makes  darkness  the  Lord's  pavilion, 
nevertheless  his  goodness  passes  before  us.  In 
l^is  we  see  his  back  parts,  ^^  But  my  face  shall 
trot  be  seen  :'*  so  it  was  under  the  law,  but  not  so 
tiad  under  the  gospel.  He  there  shone  on  Moses* 
face,  this  glory  was  skin  deep,  the  skin  of  Moses* 
face  did  shine;  but  all  these  were  shadows,  and 
not  so  much  as  the  image  of  the  things.  But 
Christ  is  the  brightness  of  his  glory,  and  the 
engrared  image  of  his  person  !  And  the  gospel 
is  a  glass  which  reflects  a  more  exact  likeness 
than  all  the  images  of  the  Sculptor,  or  the  por- 
traits of  the  Limner,  or  all  the  types  of  the 
ceremonial  law,   and  for  this  reason  ■  the 

open  and  saving  visions  of  faith,  under  the 
gospel,  are  no  less  than  a  divine  exhibition  of 
the  most  sacred  Trinity,  which  under  the  law 
was  known  by  word,  but  very,  very  dimly  with 
respect  to  vision. 

Observe  the  apostle,  Moses  put  on  a  vail, 
but  we  not  so,  but  with  open  face.  God  shone 
upon  Moses*  face,  but  he  shines  into  our  heart, 
to  give  us  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory 
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of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ ;  end  wbille 
we  look,  as  through  a  glass  darkly,  we  are  changed 
into  the  same  image,  fi'om  glory  to  glory,  es  by 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord :  there  is  the  light,  know^ 
ledge,  and  glory  of  the  Father;  the  face  of 
Jesus;  and  the  transforming  operations  of  the 
Spirit  I  often  look  back  at  this,  weep,  moan^ 
and  struggle  to  break  forth,  but  all  in  vain ;  for 
we  are  surrounded  with  corruption,  and  blinded 
by  the  devil.  These  are  the  grave-clothes  that 
keep  us  down,  and  the  napkin  that  keeps  us 
blind:  and  if  we,  who  are  to  feed  others,  are 
indulged,  permitted  to  soar  and  ascend  the 
mount,  the  lads  and  asses  abide  at  the  foot  fX 
the  hill,  while  we  ascend  to  worship. 

Christ  came  down  from  the  mount  of  transfigiH 
ration  when  he  preached  to  the  people,  and  cast 
out  devils.  Moses  must  descend  to  speak  to 
Israel,  who  were  almost  dead  at  the  light  of  bis 
•countenance,  till  he  wrapped  his  face  in  a 
mantle.  What  we  crave,  the  wicked  shun ;  wie 
wish  his  presence  to  go  with  us,  when  the  wicked 
perish  at  the  presence  of  God.  In  short,  all 
things  combine  to  keep*  us  down,  the  weakness 
and  darkness  of  the  people,  their  want  of 
spiritual  senses  to  discero,'  their  dull  ears  and 
gross  hearts  keep  us  lying  among  the  pots;  for, 
get  the  wings  of  the  dove,  and  you  are  out  of 
sight,  the  preacher  is  hid  in  a  corner ;  and  if  at 
Any  time  we  do  see  eye  to  eye,  it  is  when  we  are 
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all  wrapped  in  the  cloud  together.  My  poor  dear 
Jenkios  is  gODe,  but  God  has  given  me  one 
more,  who  seems  to  be  after  my  own  hearL 
God  prosper  him,  bless  him,  and  be  with  him, 
this  is  the  prayer  and  desire  of. 

Thine  affectionate  Brother,  Friend  and  Servant, 

THE  COALHEAVER, 


LETTER  XXXVIIL 

We  got  safe  home  on  Thursday,  about  two 
o'clock,  and  what  I  have  often  observed  came  to 
pass.  On  my  journey  to  Lewes,  and  from 
thence  to  the  Wells,  I  know  not  when  I  have 
been  more  indulged  with  the  sensible  presence  of 
God;  such  sweet,  soft,  humbling,  and  meekening 
sensations,  as  are  not  in  the  general  upon  old 
professors,  in  such  abounding  degrees.  I  saw 
more  beauty  in  a  tree,  a  field,  or  in  an  animal, 
than  in  all  the  artificial  works  of  men's  hands, 
in  all  the  houses  I  passed :  Solomon  in  all  his 
glory  never  matched  the  lily. 

But  the  Comforter  shews  us  things  to  come, 
for  God  spoke  once,  yea  twice,  and  I  perceived 
it,  that  this  was  a  supporting  cordial  against 
future  trouble;  a  day  of  adversity  would  follow 
this  prosperity :  I  attended  to  it,  and  expected 
it.     On  the  Sunday  1  preached  —  but  on  the 
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Tuesday  such  a  violent  cold  and  fever,  and  such 
rheumatic  pains  in  my  hip,  that  I  could  not  well 
stand,  much  less  go.  On  Wednesday  so  hoarse 
that  I  could  not  preach,  but  was  obliged  to  take 
to  my  bed.  I  preached  yesterday,  but  had  hard 
work  to  make  them  hear  me ;  however,  I  had 
a  glorious  time  in  the  evening  from  Matt.  xxi.  44; 
but  am  still  poorly  with  cold,  fever,  and  a  paio 
in  the  chest,  and  the  weather  is  very  unfavourable 
for  invalids. 

I  was  thankful  to  hear,  that  the  Lord  owned 
his  word  by  so  unworthy,  and  so  despicable  an 
ambassador ;  but  the  work  is  all  his  own,  and  his 
church  is  his  workmanship,  and  it  is  well  for  uff 
that  it  is  so.  The  papists  are  mustering  all  their 
force,  and  it  is  not  doubted  but  they  will  gain 
unlimited  power.     Love  to  all  friends. 

W.  tt 


LETTER  XXXIX. 


The  Cabin.    Monday  niomtng. 

Your's,  with  all  its  heavy  tidings,  came  to 
hand.  Many,  and  grievous  Complaints  of  the 
same  kind,  have  been  brought  to  my  ears  in  the 
course  of  my  ministry,  and  some  in  a  more 
emaciated  state  than  ever  you  was:  a  blacker 
catalogue   than   some  at  Corinth  is  not  to  be 
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found.  However,  we  do  not  want  to  lessen  our 
sins,  by  setting  them  against  either  Paul,  Ma* 
nasseb,  or  Magdalen;  our  sins  are  many,  &nd 
God  knows  they  are  exceeding  great,  but  the 
fountain  that  he  has  opened,  cleanses  from  all 
sin.  Idolatry,  and  fellowship  with  a  familiar 
spirit,  called  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places, 
is  the  worst  of  all ;  and  those  you  read  of  in  the 
Acts,  who  burnt  their  books  of  curious  arts, 
seem  to  be  of  this  stamp. 

I  have  now  been  accustomed  to  walk  the  hos* 
pitals  for  thirty  years,  and  am  not  so  much 
terrified  at  every  report  of  a  perilous,  a  desperate, 
or  an  incurable  disease,  as  I  used  to  be.  I  have 
one  that  sits  under  me  now,  a  female,  who  was 
alarmed,  and  sunk  into  despair,  and  went  raving 
mad,  and  was  chained  down  in  a  madhouse,  and 
has  hard  warts  of  flesh  on  her  wrists  to  this  day, 
wrung  with  the  chains.  But  she  came  out  again, 
and  came  again  under  me,  and  where  she  got  her 
wound,  there  she  got  her  health,  and  belongs  to 
us  this  day.  I  know  another,  a  young  man,  who 
ran  from  place  to  place  to  hear,  the  word,  but  I 
believe  went  where  the  truth  in  the  power  of  it 
was  not  known;  and  labouring  in  his  own  strength, 
and  gaining  no  ground,  he  despaired  and  hung 
himself,  but  was  cut  down  in  tinoe,  and  saved. 
And  soon  he  resolved,  and  to  work  against  sin 
and  satan,  flesh  and  blood,  he  went  again  ;  but 
Ending  sin  sUll  reigned  in  him,  and  despairing  of 
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success^  he  cut  his  throat  from  ear  to  ear :  how<« 
ever,  to  the  astonishment  of  every  one  that  knew 
him,  he  survived  that. 

And  afterwards  finding  his  terrors  besetting 
him  afresh,  he  began  again,  but  in  his  own 
strength,  and  sin  still  reigned  in  his  heart,  and 
broke  out  in  spite  of  all  he  could  do;  and  theo 
he  threw  himself  out  of  a  hay-loft  window,  head 
foremost,  upon  a  stone  pavement,  and  fractured 
his  skulk  He  lay  senseless  and  speechless 
many  days :  and  after  all  this,  he  came  under 
that  despised  wretch,  called  the  Coalheaver,  and 
there  the  Lord  delivered  him.  He  came  and 
offered  himself  to  join  us,  and  shewed  us  hia> 
throat,  and  his  head,  and  his  hands,  for  he  was 
born  a  leper,  and  used  to  wear  woollen  yaro 
gloves,  and  took  the  sacrament  in  them.  Sooa 
after  he  fell  sick,  and  I  myself  visited  him,  and 
carried  him  now  and  then  a  few  shillings,  to  keep 
him  from  starving;  and  he  continued  in  sweet subn 
mission,  and  blessed  Cod  for  the  Coalheaver  to 
the  last 

It  is  the  law,  and  nothing  else,  that  has  entered 
thy  heart ;  its  work  is  to  discover  sin,  and  maka 
it  exceeding  sinful ;  it  makes  the  o£fence  abound^ 
and  being  spiritual  it  reaches  the  soul.  It  genders 
lb  bondage,  ^Us  the  soul  with  servile  fear^ 
ministers  death  and  condenination,  and  works  the 
wrath  of  God  in  the  sinner.  Our  sin  takes  oc- 
casion by  this,  and  rouses  up  all  its  foulness  and 
^Ith  agaiqst  the  holiness  of  Qod  in  the  law;  aad 
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our  enmity  iagainst  God  exerts  itself  against  the 
wrath  of  God  revealed  in  the  law,  which  law 
worketh  wrath  in  us.  Self-pity,  and  unutterable 
enmity  against  the  Most  High,  was  what  the  law 
always  worked  in  me;  and  from  this  inward  work 
proceeded  all  my  fruitless  schemes  of  trying  to 
get  into  n6n*existence,  or  else  above  the  Al- 
mighty, and  out  of  his  reach;  pushing  at  every 
▼ain  devised  corner,  just  as  the  prophet  decribes 
it,  like  a  wild  bull  in  a  net,  full  of  the  fury  and 
rebuke  of  the  Lord.  And  all  convictions 
wrought  by  the  law,  were  in  my  soul  dry, 
barren,  desperate,  black,  and  attended  with 
•the  pains  of  hell :  no  contrition,  abasement, 
transient  ray,  real  desire,  hope  or  expectation, 
but  only  now  and  then,  and  they  momentary, 
and  always  came  from  another  quarter,  but 
never  from  the  law.  Nevertheless,  **  Blessed  is 
that  man  whom  thou  chastenest,  and  teachest  him 
out  of  thy  law  ;"  for  none  else  need  a  Saviour. 

G.  tells  me  bis  heart  is  not  honest;  in  one 
sense  it  may  not,  in  another  sense  it  is  honest 
By  the  heart  is  often  meant  the  conscience, 
according  to  John :  **  If  our  heart  condemn  us, 
God  is  greater  than  our  heart,  and  knoweth 
all  things.  Beloved,  if  our  heart  condemn  us 
not,  then  have  we  confidence  towards  God."' 
If  we  consider  conscience  as  a  magistrate 
armed,  enlightened,  stirred  up,  authorised  and 
commissioned,  empowered  and  emboldened  to 
do  justice ,  to  \x\?L^t\\K'5  \C\?>  ofSv^^^  v^  ^Nx\%\i^  >is»^ 
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apprehend  us,  take  us  up,  hold  us  fast,  and 
condemn  us,  and  all  our  best  performances ;  cer- 
tain I  am  that  conscience  is  of  God's  side,  work3 
with  the  law,  and  in  his  office  acts  an  honest  part; 
much  better  than  Paul's,  when  it  persuaded  him 
be  ought  to  do  many  things  contrary  to  the  name 
of  Jesus;  and  better  than  theirs  Christ  speaks 
of,  Whosoever  killeth  you  will  think  they  do  God 
service — thoughts  and  conscience  were  far  from 
honesty  in  both  them. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  XK 


My  dearly  beloved  Companion  in  travail. 

Be  thou  now  a  follower  of  me,  as  I  am 
going  before.  "  Cast  up,  cast  up  the  highway:** 
Christ  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life  ;  "  No 
man  cometh  to  the  Father  but  by  me,"  John  xiv.  6. 
To  cast  up  this  way  is  to  set  Christ  as  crucified 
before  sinners,  and  to  make  the  whole  bible  to 
testify  of  him.  "  Gather  out  the  stones:"  this  is 
to  shew  that  no  hardened  apostates  nor  impos- 
tors, ever  got  into  this  way,  so  that  we  need  not 
stumble  at  their  apostacy.  *'  Take  up  the 
stumbling-blocks;"  that  is  to  make  those  passages 
plain,  which  weak  believers  stagger  at. 

"  Every  valley  shall  be  exalted :"  the  worst 
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valley  is,  the  dark  valley  of  the  shadovr  of  death, 
here  nothing  but  destruction  is  felt  and  feared ; 
but  wbco'  the  sua  of  righteousness  arises  and 
^hineS)  the  shadow  of  death  is  turned  into  the 
mornings  ^'  Thou  turnest  man  to  destruction,'' 
that  is  the  shadow  of  death  ;  *'  and  then  sayest. 
Return  ye  children  of  men ;""  that  is  the  morn* 
ing.  ''  Every  mountain  and  hill  shall  be  brought 
low:"  The  highest  mountain  is  election,  called 
a  mountain  of  l)rass ;  when  love  comes,  this  moun* 
tain  is  brought  down  to  us,  and  we  know  our 
election  of  God,  Christ  is  the  mountain  of 
the  Lord's  house,  the  rock  that  is  higher  than 
we  ;  but  when  faith  comes,  then,  "  Thou  hast 
set  my  feet  upon  a  rock,  and  established  my  go- 
in^.-^ :"  *'  I  believed,  therefore  have  I  spoken," 
Psal.  cxvi.    10. 

And  now  having  passed  from  death  to  life  by 
faith,  aiid  faith  having  fixed  itself  above,  in 
Chribi  Jesus,  the  ways  that  we  travel  take  their 
names  from  the  j^race  of  God  found  in  our 
hearts  ;  hence  it  is  said  that,  "  The  wav  of  life 
is  above  to  the  wise,  that  he  may  depart  from  hell 
beneath."  Faith  in  the  imputed  righteousness  of 
Christ,  which  justifies  us  freely  from  all  things, 
gives  our  path  another  name:  **  The  path  of  the 
just  is  as  the  shining  light,  that  shineth  more  and 
more  unto  the  perfect  day,"  Prov.  iv.  18.  And, 
**  Being  justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with 
God,  throug|tvo\ii:  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  Rom.  v.  1; 
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tbis  gives  another  Dame  to  our  patbjj^  '^  Wisdom  s 
ways  are  ways  of  pleasantness^  and  all  her  paths 
are  peace. 

Faith  (that  always  works  by  love,)  and  love  is 
the  fulfilling  of  the  law,  this  puts  another  tidBr 
on  our  way:  "  I  will  run  the  way  of  thy  com- 
mandmentSy  when  thou  shalt  enlarge  my  heart ;'' 
"  Charity  is  the  more  excellent  way,**  ^Being 
partakers  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  and  having 
put  on  the  new  man  of  grace,  which  is  created 
in  righteousness  and  true  holinc*ss,  our  path  is 
styled  the  way  of  holiness :  ''  The  unclean  shall 
not  pass  over  it,  but  the  redeemed  shall  walk 
Uiere.  And  the  wayfaring  men  though  fools,  shall 
not  err  therein,"  Isai  xxxv.  8,  9,  10. 

W-H- 


LETfER  XLI. 


TO  MR.  T. 
Dear  Friend, 

I  HAD  no  sooner  sent  off  my  last  to  you, 
then  I  received  one  from  you,  I  think  it  was 
about  two  hours  after.  I  have  been  for  these 
three  months  hard  at  work,  writing  a  book, 
which  has  swelled  to  a  much  larger  bulk  than 
I  expected  ;  however,  I  hope  shortly  to  finish  it 
I  was  very  glad  to  hear  from  ygu,  and  shall  be 
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glad  to  see  ypu  at  any  time,  and  you  are  aluays 
welcome  to-  any  conversation  with  me.  I  bless 
my  God  my  health  is  purely,  considering  my  age 
and, hard  labour :  however,  a  good  God  encou- 
^ges  me  much  in  it,  by  sending  vast  numbers  to 
hear  the  word,  and  by  owning  and  blessing  it  not 
to  a  few,  which  is  a  sore  grief  to  my  adversaries ; 
but  God  will  work,  and  none  shall  hinder  it. 

Those  that  know  the  plague  of  the  human 
heart,  and  the  wiles  of  satan,  will  ever  thank  God 
for  sending  nxj ;  and  the  Lord  says,  '*  The 
whole  need  not  the  physician,  but  those  that  are 
sick."  Those  that  are  at  ease  will  never  approve 
of  nie,  nor  will  God  approve  of  them,  for  he 
sent  his  Son  to  seek  and  save  them  that  are  lost, 
and  to  call  sinners  to  repentence.  Never  were 
my  chapels  fuller  than  now,  which  is  taken  notice 
of  by  almost  all  observers.  Farewell ;  the 
Doctor  sends  his  kind  respects ;  and  both  the 
little  ones,  who  are  very  well,  join  me  in  love 
and  respects. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


i.  Immu,  Pcintor,  WelU-gtrMt,  Qxfoid^ttimt,  Londoi 


